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AP – Pope Benedict XVI delivers his message on the occasion of the traditional exchange of Christmas greetings … 

By NICOLE WINFIELD, Associated Press Nicole Winfield, Associated Press – 1 hr 21 mins ago

VATICAN CITY – Pope Benedict XVI told Vatican officials Monday that they must reflect on the church's culpability in its child sex-abuse scandal, but he also blamed a secular society in which he said the mistreatment of children was frighteningly common.

In his traditional, end-of-the-year speech to Vatican cardinals and bishops, Benedict said revelations of abuse in 2010 reached "an unimaginable dimension" that required the church to accept the "humiliation" as a call for renewal.

"We must ask ourselves what was wrong in our proclamation, in our whole way of living the Christian life, to allow such a thing to happen," the pope said.

Benedict also said, however, that the scandal must be seen in a broader social context, in which child pornography is seemingly considered normal by society and drug use and sexual tourism are on the rise.

"The psychological destruction of children, in which human persons are reduced to articles of merchandise, is a terrifying sign of the times," Benedict said.

He said that as recently as as the 1970s, pedophilia wasn't considered an absolute evil but rather part of a spectrum of behaviors that people refused to judge in the name of tolerance and relativism.

As an avalanche of cases of pedophile priests came to light, church officials frequently defended their previous practice of putting abusers in therapy, not jail, by saying that was the norm in society at the time. Only this year did the Vatican post on its website unofficial guidelines for bishops to report pedophile priests to police if local laws require it.

"In the 1970s, pedophilia was theorized as something fully in conformity with man and even with children," the pope said. "It was maintained — even within the realm of Catholic theology — that there is no such thing as evil in itself or good in itself. There is only a 'better than' and a 'worse than.' Nothing is good or bad in itself."

"The effects of such theories are evident today," he said.

The traditional Christmas speech to Vatican cardinals and bishops is an eagerly anticipated address that Benedict uses to focus the church hierarchy on key issues.

Benedict has previously acknowledged that the scandal was the result of sin that the church must repent for, and make amends with victims. He repeated Monday that the church must do a better job of screening out abusers and helping victims heal.

"It is fundamentally disturbing to watch a brilliant man so conveniently misdiagnose a horrific scandal," said Barbara Blaine, president of the main U.S. victims' group Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests.

She said the scandal wasn't caused by the 1970s but rather by the church's culture of secrecy and fixation with self-preservation in which predator priests and the bishops who moved them around rather than turn them in were rarely disciplined.

"Whenever the pope tires of talking about abuse and starts acting on abuse, he should focus on taking immediate, pratical steps to oust those who commit, ignore and conceal clergy sex crimes first," Blaine said.

The sex abuse scandal, which first exploded in the U.S. in 2002, erupted on a global scale this year with revelations of thousands of victims in Europe and beyond, of bishops who covered up for pedophile priests and of Vatican officials who turned a blind eye to the crimes for decades.

Questions were raised about how Benedict himself handled cases both as archbishop in Munich and as head of the Vatican office that handled abuse cases.

Recently, the Vatican released documentation showing that as early as 1988 then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger sought to find quicker ways to permanently remove priests who raped and molested children in a bid to get around church law that made it difficult to defrock priests against their will.

While Ratzinger was unsuccessful then, Vatican rules now allow for fast-track defrocking. But victims advocates say the Vatican still has a long way to go in terms of requiring bishops to report sex crimes to police and release information and documentation about known pedophiles.

Ratzinger was "elected pope" in April of 2005.  It has taken him 5 1/2 years to finally "apologize".  The above was his apology.  It was the "norm" not to put these men in jail, but therapy.   He said that as recently as as the 1970s, pedophilia wasn't considered an absolute evil but rather part of a spectrum of behaviors that people refused to judge in the name of tolerance and relativism.  "In the 1970s, pedophilia was theorized as something fully in conformity with man and even with children," the pope said. In the Roman Catholic church -- system of error, there is no evil or good; just different types of "better than" and "worse than."  What a sick dog!


Let me remind him what the Holy Bible says:

Mark 10:17-19

 17And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 

 18And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 

 19Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.

The Lord Jesus Christ said, ". . . Why callest thou me good?  You don't recognized me as God, as Lord and Savior, just someone who is a good man.  Then,  the Lord Jesus Christ says that there IS none good but one, that is, God.  (The Lord Jesus Christ is and was God the Son, and declared that He and God the Father are one God).

Jeremiah 17:9-10

9The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

 10I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.

Job 35:11-13

 11Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven? 

 12There they cry, but none giveth answer, because of the pride of evil men. 

 13Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty regard it.


http://www.remnantofgod.org/ratzinger.htm
In Benedict's own words: "They have a spark of desire for the unknown, for the greatest, for the transcendent, for a genuine redemption. And he (St. Augustine) says that among the persecutors, among the nonbelievers, there are people with this spark, with a kind of faith, of hope, in the measure that is possible for them in the circumstances in which they live. With this faith in an unknown reality, they are really on the way to the authentic Jerusalem, to Christ."


So, you don't have to have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone, according to Ratzinger.  Just have a spark "with a kind of faith . . . in the circumstances in which they live.  Having faith in an "unknown reality" causes them to really be on the way to the "authentic Jerusalem, to Christ."  


This is the SAME confession that both Billy Graham and Robert Schuller on the Hour of Power Chrystal Cathedral stated.

http://www.dailycatholic.org/issue/05Dec/12504qui.htm
To further perplex and confuse the faithful, it is reported now that Benedict will soon drop the notion of Limbo from official Catholic doctrine, as we hear in this report from Rome: 

"Limbo has long been held to be the place where the souls of children go if they die before they can be baptized. However, a 30-strong international commission of theologians summoned by the late John Paul II last year to come up with a 'more coherent and illuminating' doctrine in tune with the modern age is to present its findings to Pope Benedict XVI on Friday (December 2, 2005). 

"Vatican sources said yesterday that the commission would recommend that Limbo be replaced by the more 'compassionate' doctrine that all children who die do so 'in the hope of eternal salvation'. 

    "There is little doubt that the Pope will agree. As Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger he presided over the commission's first sessions. He is on record as saying that Limbo has no place in modern Catholicism. In 1984, he told Vittorio Messori, the Catholic author, that Limbo had 'never been a definitive truth of the faith'. He said: 'Personally, I would let it drop, since it has always been only a theological hypothesis.' The commission is currently chaired by Archbishop William Levada of the United States, appointed by the Pope in May to be his successor as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith" (Richard Owen, "Limbo consigned to history books," November 30, 2005, timesonline.co.uk).

Read what Dr. John MacArthur has to say about this . . .

pope John Paul II said in Crossing the Threshold of Hope:  One of his best known books is called Crossing the Threshold of Hope, an aggressive ecumenical and universal manifesto, really.  He said this, “The Muslims worship the one true God.  Hinduism is another means of taking refuge in the one true God.  Buddhists have God’s help in reaching true enlightenment.”  He said, “There is much that is holy and true in all false religions and even animism can prepare a person’s heart to receive the truth of Christ.”  Basically he said God helps every man create his own personal salvation by doing good and the Holy Spirit, he says, operates in every religion.  Boy, this is the message everybody would like to hear, right?  Stay where you are and do your best.

You see...you say, “But how could he ever draw this conclusion out of Scripture?”  It doesn’t come out of Scripture.  If you want to know what he believes about Scripture, that I’ll give you a little of.  John Paul II, like all Roman Catholics since the Council of Trent, flatly deny that Scripture is the supreme authority in all matters of faith, conduct and doctrine.  The words of Vatican II, quote: “The Roman Catholic Church does not draw her certainty about all revealed truth from the holy scriptures alone, but both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and honored with equal feelings of devotion and reverence.”  

What it really comes down to is you deny what the Scripture says, you twist and pervert what the Scripture says, and you invent another religion based upon tradition.  The Catholic Church says tradition is equal to Scripture and the Catholic Church determines what is tradition.  She also says, does the Church, that the Popes determine the true meaning of Scripture and they alone know the true meaning of Scripture.  And the meaning that they determine to be the true meaning is infallible.  So you have a man who claims to be the head of the Church, the Vicar of Christ.  He arrogates to himself an authority that belongs to God alone.  He feels free to interpret Scripture any way he wants to and it is infallible.  And in the process, of course, abandons the plain sense of Scripture that teaches Christ alone is the way to salvation by faith alone.

http://www.biblebb.com/files/MAC/90-291.htm
Paul (<:)
Jesus first!

