This is what I just sent to a Charismatic today:

Yes, I agree.  It is hard to find a mate.  Why?  It's hard to believe the Gospel.  So many false teachings satan has thrown our way that unless the Holy Spirit has placed His seed in us causing us to be Born Again, we could never get to Heaven.  The Lord Jesus Christ said that no man comes to Him . . . unless the Father draws him.

John 6:44
 44No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

Why?  Although the Holy Bible says that if we seek we will find, the problem is that unless a man was first drawn by the Father to seek Him, that no man does seeks Him, because no man understandeth the ways of God UNTIL they are Born Again.  The Gospel to one not Born again is simply noise in that the natural man, one NOT born again, cannot receive the things of God as the Gospel is HID to them . . .

Romans 3:10-12
 10As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

 11There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

 12They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.


2 Corinthians 4:3-5

 3But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

 4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

 5For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.


1 Corinthians 2:13-14
 13Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

 14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

God gave man his dominion back in Genesis, and that dominion did NOT include the Spiritual realm.  That realm is solely God's.

Genesis 1:26
 26And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.


In the spiritual realm man has no self will, God has allowed satan to rule until He, God intervenes for His own.  Satan does with them as he wills, as they are his captives -- held in bondage by sin:

2 Timothy 2:24-26
 24And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

 25In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

 26And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Until God shows Mercy and Compassion toward some, and quickens (make alive that which was dead -- stoney cold heart).


Ephesians 2:1-3
 1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

 3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

Colossians 2:12-15
 12Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

 13And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

 14Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

 15And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.


Again, until God adopts us into His family (family = world) by the Lord Jesus Christ unto Himself:

Ephesians 1:4-14
 4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

 5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 

 6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

 7In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 

 8Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 

 9Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

 10That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

 11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

 12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

 13In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 

 14Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.


We are spirituality dead, unable to come to God as sin has completely engulfed our life and our hearts are as stone:


Ezekiel 11:19
And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the STONY heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:

Ezekiel 36:26
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the STONY heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.

Matthew 13:5
Some fell upon STONY places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:

Matthew 13:20
But he that received the seed into STONY places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;

Mark 4:5
And some fell on STONY ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:

Mark 4:16
And these are they likewise which are sown on STONY ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;


God is able of these STONES (STONY hearts) to raise up children unto Abraham.

Luke 3:1-17

 1Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene, 

 2Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. 

 3And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; 

 4As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 

 6And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

 7Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

 8Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these STONES to raise up children unto Abraham. 

 9And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

 10And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then? 

 11He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise. 

 12Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do? 

 13And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you. 

 14And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages. 

 15And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not; 

 16John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 

 17Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.


1 Corinthians 1:20-25
 20Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 

 21For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 

 22For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 

 23But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

 24But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

 25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.


1 John 5:19
19And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.
(World here spoken of as satan's family -- that is, the whole world NOT born of God (Those who are NOT Born again as His world, His family).

John 12:30-40
 30Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. 

 31Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 

 32And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 

 33This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

 34The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? 

 35Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 

 36While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. 

 37But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 

 38That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

 39Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 

 40He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.


Another Pastor, which is my second favorite is Alistair Begg:

See the comments below after hearing his short Sermon.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=awonDMA9h_w&NR=1


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gladys_Aylward



Paul (<:)
Jesus first!




