God chose to so prepare vessels of each kind, for the Apostle Paul refers to the Prophets in support of this preparation and God's Election -- Choice of who would be Saved:

Romans 9:25-29

25As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved. 

 26And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living God. 

 27Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 

 28For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. 

 29And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha.


Note:  There are vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and vessels of mercy prepared for glory, and the manner of God's decision about who falls into each class is most clear in the context: it is God's choice as the potter:


Romans 9:20-21

20Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 

 21Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?

Note:  God as the Potter = the one with the power to form, add, take away, direct, etc . . .  Clay who is man = no power, no form, doesn't choose, doesn't have direction without the potter, etc.


It is clear that this this Grace of God is not based in something in the individual but in God's Own Choice to have Mercy or to harden whom He Will:


Romans 9:14-18

 14What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

 15For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

 16So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

 17For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 

 18Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.



Note:  What would the Apostle Paul have to say if he wanted to say God's Election (Choice for Salvation) was not based in anything foreseen in the individual? It's equally obvious this is pertaining to man's Salvation as well and not some lesser historical role alone:


Example:   "glory"


Romans 9:23

23And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory,


and only a few "Saved"


Romans 9:27-28

27Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved:

28For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.


The same point, that Election (God's Choice for Salvation) is unconditional, not conditioned on foreseen faith, is re-emphasized:


Romans 11



Here, God tells Elijah that He has kept (not just passively foreseen) a faithful remnant:


Romans 11:3-4
3Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 

4But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal.



Note:  These 7,000 men reserved by God is based not in a foreknowledge that some declare that God was simply looking down through history to see who would be 7,000 faithful, but in God's Gracious Choice of some to give His mercy to, and others to harden:

Romans 11:5-7

5Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 

 6And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

 7What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded.


All of this fits perfectly with the unconditional nature of God's promise to Abraham. God did not promise Abraham a people as the sand of the sea if they believe; God just promised Abram (Abraham) that he would give him a people, and Abraham's justifying faith did not bring him into the purview (Purview:  range of vision into the future, or a complete understanding) of the Promise, it was an acknowledgment of the Promise already made to him.  Abraham only understood the Promise by faith, and this faith was counted to him as Righteousness.

Hebrews 11:8-10


 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews 11:16-20&version=KJV"
Hebrews 11:16-20

Romans 4:5
5But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.


Romans 9:1-5

 1I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 

 2That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 

 3For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 

 4Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 

 5Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.


Here, the Apostle Paul is not bemoaning the fact that God is not Saving these Jews despite their unbelief (in virtue of ethnicity or something), the Apostle Paul is bemoaning the fact that so few Jews who Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul feels the need to defend God's faithfulness:


Romans 9:6

6Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:


Note:  Why does the Apostle Paul feel the need to defend God's faithfulness? Simply, because he is working with the assumption that it was God's job to secure their faith and thus the Salvation of the Jews. Since God made a Promise to Abraham, and this Promise was not about saving those who met a certain condition, but about giving from Abraham a people. The size of the saved Remnant during Israel's history, in the past as well as at the time of the Apostle Paul's writing, is based in God's gracious choice:


Romans 11:5

5Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace

Note:  Thus, the Apostle Paul has to clarify the nature of the Promise to defend God's faithfulness: God is not unfaithful, His Word has not failed, because in Promising Abraham a people God did not promise to save all his physical seed (the Jews) but only an "Elect (God's Choice) Remnant" of it. Faith is the means by which God justifies the Remnant, but it utterly misses the point to stop here and fail to see all that the Apostle Paul attributes to God's activity; if God just promised that those who believe in God would be Saved, then God would be faithful to Abraham even if no one was ever "by their own free will) were saved:  Jew or Gentile.  That, however was NOT the Promise.

God does not merely establish what the condition of His Justification is, which is by faith alone, but God also ensures the existence of Believers, the True Worshipers:  who believe not just in God, but their faith in God which is counted at Righteousness by God in and by His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth -- alone who is the Seed, and this Seed in planted in us by God which is the Holy Ghost.

Romans 9:29

29And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha.

Note:  The Lord of Sabaoth means:  The Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.



Genesis 25:19-23

19And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac: 

 20And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 

 21And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 

 22And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD. 

 23And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger.


Note:  Abraham is another illustration of the Apostle Paul’s point that physical descent is no guarantee of a place in God’s family in Heaven. The Apostle Paul continues by revealing that God doesn’t Elect (Choose) people to fulfill His plan because of anything they have done or will do. God Chose Jacob over Esau to fulfill His Elective purpose without reference to anything they have done since they hadn't even been born when God Chose, Elected.  In fact, the Apostle Paul declares that God Chose Jacob before he was even conceived as the forefather of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. It is important to note that God has Chosen many people throughout time to fulfill His Elective purpose. God Chose Jonah to Preach to Nineveh, God Chose Jeremiah as a Prophet, etc. . . 

To many, it appears that God is unjust, because God seems to be punishing certain people for no reason?  You mean their sin, which is punishable by death is no reason?



Romans 6:23

 23For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Note:  However, it’s important to realize why God has done this, it is to advance His Elective purpose (proving His Power, His Choice). Which is that the world will declare His Name, Jehovah God and His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and all the families of the earth will be blessed.

Some say that God enables all to have faith, but also we understand that God committed the Jews to unbelief.  We then have a complete contradiction. Right?  Is the unbelief that Apostle Paul laments in Romans 9:1-5 due to God's hardening the Jews so that they would not believe? Or is their unbelief due to their own free wills, not God's determination?

So, the Apostle Paul discusses the Jews' unbelief Romans 9:1-5 and then moves onto God's Elective purpose.  Is the Jews' unbelief due to their free wills or God's hardening,  Romans 11:25 and is their unbelief part of God's purpose or something the Apostle Paul just mentions before talking about God's Electing purpose?  Romans 11  Is this just something of no consequence, just "thrown out there" by the Holy Spirit for no reason?

The Apostle Paul show Christians are God's Elect, and then contrast Christians with Jews, saying God hardened the Jews for the Electing purpose of glorifying the Christians, and then by them drawing the Jews back to Him.  Jews will be saved after God's Electing purpose. Are the Jews still hardened? (Yes) Is God still committing the Jews to unbelief? Yes.



Deuteronomy 10:14-15 (God set His heart in love = Chose)

14Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD's thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is. 

15Only the LORD had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after them, even you above all people, as it is this day.


Psalm 33:12 (God Chooses His Own heritage)
12Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.

Psalm 65:4 (Chosen by God to dwell in His courts)
4Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple.

Psalm 106:5 (God's Chosen ones)
5That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance.

Haggai 2:23 (God Chose Zerubbabel)
23In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts.


Isaiah 44:1-2 (Jacob God's servant (slave) whom is God's Chosen.

 1Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen: 

 2Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen.

Note:  The Hebrew word servant means:  slave, servant, bondage, bondman, bondservant, manservant.


Matthew 11:27 (Only those the Son Chooses to know the Father (but it is the Father's plan as the Lord Jesus Christ does nothing after His Own Will.)

27All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.



Matthew 22:14 (Many are called, but few chosen)
14For many are called, but few are chosen.


(Matthew 24:22, 24, 31 (Days are shortened for the Elect, so that the Elect cannot be deceived, and  gathering of the Elect) --



Matthew 24:22
 22And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.

Matthew 24:24
24For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

Matthew 24:31
31And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.)



Luke 18:7 (God will vindicate His Elect)
7And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them?


Romans 8:28-30 (Called according to God's Own purpose:  foreknown, predestinated (see Ephesians 1:5 and Ephesians 1:11, justified, glorified (all past tense -- IT'S A DONE DEAL!))


28And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

 29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.


Romans 8:31-33 (Who can bring any charge against God's Elect)
31What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

 32He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 

 33Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.




Colossians 3:12-13 (God's Chosen ones)

 12Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

 13Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.


(1 Thessalonians 5:9 (God has appointed some to wrath, some to Salvation)

9For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

Ephesians 2:3
3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

Ephesians 5:6
6Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.

Colossians 3:6
6For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:)



Titus 1:1-4 (To further the faith, Promised before the world began by God to His Elect)

1Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; 

 2In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 

 3But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour; 

 4To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.


Ephesians 1:5 (Predestined (past tense, done deal))
5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

Ephesians 1:11 (Predestined (past tense, done deal))

11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

Note:  Obtained, past tense, not will obtain.  Predestinated, past tense, not “will be predestinated (after we choose God” (<:)).

1 Peter 1:1-2 (The exiles who were Elect (Chosen) who were strangers -- (The Greek word for strangers mean:  sojourning in a strange place, aliens, pilgrims, someone "passing through" but still with personal relationship with the people in that locale))

1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

2Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.



1 Peter 2:8-10 (Some stumble because they were predestined to; others, though, are a Chosen, Royal Priests, made into a Holy Nation, and into a peculiar people, who have been Called into God's presence (His marvellous Light).)

8And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

 9But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; 

 10Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.


Revelation 17:14 (Those with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth are:  Called, Chosen and Faithful . . .)
14These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.


Mark 13:20 (God did the Choosing)
20And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.

Revelation 13:8 (God Chose people, not just a plan, and wrote their names in the Lamb's Book of Life )

 8And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
Note:  The Greek word from means:  A primary particle; "off," i.e. Away (from something near), in various senses (of place, time, or relation); ago, or before which usually denotes separation by a great length or distance (of time).


Revelation 17:8 (God Chose people, not just a plan)
8The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

Note:  The Greek word from means:  A primary particle; "off," i.e. Away (from something near), in various senses (of place, time, or relation); ago, or before which usually denotes separation by a great length or distance (of time).




Romans 9:11-13 (God's Choice is not based on anything but His Choice – Election)

11(For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

 12It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

 13As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.

 
Romans 9:16 (God's Choice, Election, is not based on man's will (free will) or man's exertion or work)
16So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.

Romans 10:20 (God found (by His Seeking) those who did NOT seek Him)
20But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me.


1 Corinthians 1:27-29 (God Chose the foolish things to confound the wise, weak things to confound the mighty , base which are despised:   specifically so that no flesh could boast that ANY PART of their salvation was from themselves).

27But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 

 28And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

 29That no flesh should glory in his presence.


Note:  The Greek word confound means:  To shame, disgrace, bring to shame, put to utter confusion, frustrate.
The Greek word base means:  without family, ignoble, base, humble of low birth or common folk, such as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Son of Man, www.alemattec.com/Son of God, Son of Man . . . .doc.


2 Timothy 1:9-11 (Not by our works, but because of God's Own purpose and Grace and God's Own Calling)
9Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

 10But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 

 11Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

 

Ephesians 1:11-12 (The Elect's Inheritance HAS BEEN obtained, by God Who works everything after His Own Will)
11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

 12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.


Ephesians 2:10 (Good works are the result not the cause of God's Election)
10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

John 15:16 (God always does the Choosing those who will believe.  The Apostles did not choose Christ, but the Lord Jesus Christ Chose them, as God ALWAYS does the Choosing.)
16Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.


Acts 13:48 (Those who were ordained (Chosen) believed)
48And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

Note:  The Greek word ordained means:  I assign, I arrange, I determine; I appoint.  A military term meaning "to draw up in order, arrange in place, assign, appoint, order, place in position, post, commission, set in place:  given a specific status, i.e. arranging (placing) in a deliberate, fixed order by the one in charge, the Head or Leader".



Acts 18:27-28 (Those who believed did so through God's Grace)
27And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: 

28For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.


Philippians 1:29-30 (Given to believe and to suffer)
29For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 

30Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

Note:  Verse 30:  The Apostle Paul explains here for what purpose he made mention of his afflictions to Philippians, in that they too will not only receive God's Grace, but will also suffer for the Lord Jesus Christ sake.

The Greek word given means:  I show favor to, I pardon, I forgive, I show kindness to.  Given is used of God giving His Grace to pardon. This is freely done by God's Own Will, and therefore, not based on any merit of the one receiving forgiveness.



Philippians 2:12-13 (God Wills His pleasure in us)
12Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

 13For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.


1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 (Chosen as the Elect of God, the Word came in the Power of the Holy Spirit and not just words of men.)
 4Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 

 5For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.


2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 (God Chose them from the beginning to be saved)
13But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

14Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.


James 2:5 (God has Chosen the poor to become rich in faith, and heirs by Promise to those that love Him)
5Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?


Numbers 23:19 (God is not as man who will lie or repent)
 19God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?

Isaiah 14:24 (The LORD of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth thinks, and it comes to pass, He purposed and it stands!)
24The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand: 

 25That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders.

Isaiah 46:10-11 (God declares the end from the beginning and His Counsel stands, and He does everything after His Own good pleasure)
 10Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 

 11Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.


Malachi 3:6 (God does not change, neither does His Words change)
 6For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

Mark 13:31
31Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.

James 1:17 (God the Father does not change)
 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

Hebrews 13:8 (God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does not change either)
8Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.
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