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1 Timothy 4:1-6
1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;
3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.

4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:

5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.
6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.
1 Corinthians 10:31
31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.
Colossians 2:15-17
15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.
16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.
Mark 2:15-17
15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed him.

16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?

Note:  These publicans and sinners ate food and drink unacceptable to the Jews.  

17 When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

Luke 10:1-12

1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.

3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

4 Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by the way.

5 And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house.

6 And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again.

7 And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house.
8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you:
9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.

10 But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, and say,

11 Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.

12 But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city.

Galatians 2:1-21

1 Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also.

2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.

3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:

4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:

5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.

6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:

7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;

8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)

9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do.
11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.

12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.

13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.

14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?

Note:   . . . why compellest thous the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?" . . . Live under the Old Testament Law which included foods that were not acceptable for the Jews to eat.  These were the Judaizers that came in from Jerusalem, as false Brethren, as spies, to destroy the Church from within.  They used the Old Testament Law to require Gentile converts to Christianity to "live as the Jews," to Judaize to following the Old Testament Law, requiring of these Gentiles to be Circumcised.
Judaizers is predominantly a Christian term, derived from the Greek verb ioudaïzō (ἰουδαΐζω "live according to Jewish customs"). This term is most widely known from its single use in the Greek New Testament (Galatians 2:14)[1] where Paul publicly challenges Peter for compelling gentile converts to Early Christianity to "judaize",[2] also known as the Incident at Antioch.
This term also includes groups who claim the necessity of continued obedience to the Law of Moses found in the first five books of the Christian Old Testament,[3] although this is sometimes disputed by members of these groups, notably the Seventh-day Adventist Church, as the term Judaizers is typically used as a pejorative.
Most Christians believe much of the Old Covenant has been superseded, while some modern Protestants believe it has been completely abrogated and replaced with the Law of Christ. Thus, "one who has Judaized", refers to a Christian who has accepted the necessity of adhering to the Mosaic Laws or to specific laws that are believed to be superseded, such as circumcision, Sabbath observance, or observation of the Passover. The ongoing Christian debate over Judaizing began in the lifetime of the Apostles, notably at the Council of Jerusalem and the Incident at Antioch, and parallels the ongoing debate about Paul the Apostle and Judaism, Protestant views of the Ten Commandments, and Christian ethics.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaizers
Acts 15:19-29

19 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God:

20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.
Note:  Here, the Apostle James announces the decision of the Council at Jerusalem concerning the Old Testament Law, requiring Gentiles "to live as the Jews," as Judaizers.

In strangling, the blood was retained in the flesh. The use of blood was prohibited by the Mosaic Law.  This prohibition was extended to the Gentile Converts to Christianity, for wise reasons. The Roman Epicures, those who followed the teachings of the Greek Philosopher Epicures, would drown fowls in wine and then eat the flesh. It was a common thing with Roman Epicures to drink wine mingled with blood. The only way to strike at this savage practices was to prohibit its use, but God had already done so in His Law, shown above.
Epicurus, taught that the purpose of life was to attain a happy, tranquil life, characterized by ataraxia—peace and freedom from fear—and aponia—the absence of pain—and by living a self-sufficient life surrounded by one's friends and family.  Epicurus taught that pleasure and pain are the measures of what is good and evil.  Death is the end of both body and soul and should therefore not be feared.  The "gods" neither reward nor punish humans.  The universe is infinite and eternal, and events in the world are ultimately based only on the motions and interactions of atoms moving in empty space beyond a person's control.

The eating of blood, and, by implication, of strangled animals, whose blood was still in them, was forbidden to the whole world in the family of Noah.

Genesis 9:4
4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.

God forbids His people from eating the blood of any animal. Blood carries both infections and toxins that might circulate in the animal's body. Therefore, by eating an animal's blood, one exposes himself needlessly to potential toxins and infections. The harmful effects of eating blood can be illustrated by tribes in Africa who consume large amounts of blood in their pagan culture. These people have developed the chronic diseases seen in our elderly while they are yet or still teenagers.
Editor's Note:  Their life span is approximately 30 years. Rex D. Russel, M.D. p. 229, "Proceedings of the 1992 Twin-Cities Creation Conference." 
The heathen, pagans, the Gentiles, were accustomed to give away or sell portions of their animal sacrifices to their false "gods".  Such food, declares the Apostle James would require of the Gentile converts to abstain, along with their drinking of blood, of things strangled, lest it should seem to the Jewish Converts to Christianity that the Gentile Converts were not entirely weaned from their idolatry.

In the restrictions here Command by the Apostle James, there is not the slightest extension of the Law of Moses, but a mere enforcement of the perpetual Law upon the Gentiles of rules of conduct which had ever been binding, and were to be followed then by the Christian Church as a perpetual Command. These restrictions announced by the Apostle James are as binding to-day as they were then. To deny this would be to despise the combined authority of all the Apostles, for it was their decision, along with the other Elders, all guided by the Holy Ghost.  Thus, denying that this Command stands would be a denying of the Command of God, by the Holy Ghost.
Church leaders, Pastors and Deacons should impose ONLY necessary things upon Christians, things which are Commanded by the Lord Jesus Christ which He has made our duty, which have a real tendency to the edification of the Church, as here, to the uniting of good Christians. If Church leaders impose things in order to show their own authority, and to try people's obedience, they forget that they have NOT any authority to make and new Laws, but only to see that the Laws of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth be duly executed, and to enforce the observance of them in Christian Worship. How is this to be done?  True Church leaders enforce their order with a commendation of those that comply with it, rather than an open condemnation of those that shall transgress it. The Apostle James DOES NOT CONCLUDE, "From which if you do not keep yourselves, you shall be an anathema-- (Anathema:  Destruction, Cursed, Doomed, separated from God, i.e.:  As one who does NOT love the Lord Jesus Christ,) you shall be cast out of the church, and accursed," according to the style of other councils, and particularly that of the Roman Catholic "church's" Council of Trent which was initiated as the counterReformation, and reaffirmed some four hundred years later, when Pope John XXIII initiated preparations for the Second Vatican Council (Vatican II), he affirmed the decrees it had issued: "What was, still is."
"What was, still is."  That all those who oppose the false Baal worship and teachings of the Roman Catholic "church," were cursed of God, i.e.:  the Protestants.  (True Worshipers, those Called of God, those Born Again, they declare are cursed of God, i.e.:  cursed of their God, as they do the will of their "father," satan, John 8:44).
Well, lucky for the counterReformation, this was all a "misunderstanding" anyway, therefore those who NOW have sided with the papacy, the "pope," the Roman Catholic "church," are NO LONGER cursed by the "god" of the Roman Catholic "church," i.e.:  satan.
www.alemattec.com/Roman Catholic 'church' and Lutherans End Doctrinal Dispute . . .  The Protestant Reformation was apparently just a 'misunderstanding' . . . .doc

Whole "churches" who require of their members today to follow Ceremonial Laws, to live as Judaizers, to live as the Jews, and proclaim to their member "Except you keep it, you cannot be Saved, like the Judaizers of the early New Testament Church":

Acts 15:1
1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.

If you do NOT follow their false teaching, as that of the Roman Catholic "church," and others, i.e.:  Pentecostals, Seventh Day Adventist, Mormons, Jehovah Witness, etc . . . you are excommunicated ipso facto—at once, and delivered to satan. However, the Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, only recommended necessary things, and they are mild and gentle: " . . . from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well." 

In the Greek, ye shall do means:  To perform, or accomplish.  Properly, the active process in performing (accomplishing) a deed, and implying what is done as a regular practice – i.e. a routine or habit.  To practice and to perform repeatedly or habitually.

Fare ye well, or Fare you well, means:  To the fullest measure or extent.  In the Greek, Fare ye well means:  To strengthen (your faith) to make strong.  
In other words, if you practice these things, i.e.:  Not to worship icons or idols, abstain from (drinking) blood, from things strangled, from fornication (unlawful relationships,) as a regular practice, habitually, your faith will be strengthened or made strong(er).

What is Commanded, was to encourage the True Worshipers, those Called of God, Born Again Believers, God's Elect to follow the Command of God through the Apostles and Elders, guided by the Holy Ghost, see verses 38 and 29 below:

21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.

22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas and Silas, chief men among the brethren:

23 And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia.

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment:

25 It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,

26 Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

27 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by mouth.
28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things;
29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.


Note:  Returning then to Galatians 2:15-21, after the Apostle Paul had corrected the Apostle Peter who was teaching others to Judaize, "to live like a Jews," to follow the Old Testament Law:

15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,

16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.

18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.

Note:  The Old Testament Law cannot touch a Christian, for it's Ordinances have been nailed to the Cross at Calvary, Colossians 2:13-15.  Therefore, being Crucified with Christ, where the Lord Jesus Christ's sacrifice of Himself on the Cross of Calvary, put away all sin against the Born Again Believer for all time by one sacrifice,  Hebrews 10:11-13; a Born Again Believer's sins have been crucified with Christ, as the Lord Jesus Christ paid for those sins and all future sins of the Born Again Believer then on the Cross of Calvary, i.e.:  "It is finished!", John 19:25-30.  www.alemattec.com/The Women at the Cross, Jesus' Brethren, and False worship of Mary by the Roman Catholic 'church,' false Doctrine taught by the Roman Catholic 'church' . . . .doc

20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.
Galatians 5:3-5; Ephesians 2:4-10; Romans 11:5-7; 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12; 2 Thessalonians 2:12-17


Romans 14:14-23

14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.
15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.
16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of:
17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.
19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.

20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence.
21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.
22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth.
23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

Note:  If anyone eats or drinks or anything else, and in so doing they "believe" it to be a sin, even if no such Law as given to him it is sin.  By doing what they believed to be a sin, which is to violate their relationship with God, as all sin is against God, their thought or action is then counted as sin, as one needn't not do an actual deed to be guilty of the sin.  Simply think the thought, and you are guilty of the sin before a Just and Holy God.

Whatever is not agreeable to the Word and Doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth brought by faith in Christ Jesus and His Word, ought not to be done.  Whatever is done without faith, or not in the right exercise of it, wherefore a man is culpable, for without faith nothing can be pleasing to God, Hebrews 11:6.  Therefore, whatever is contrary to the persuasion of a man's own mind, is so far criminal, as it is a violation of his conscience.  Then whatever men do, whether of a natural, civil, moral, or evangelic kind, but especially in a religious way, they ought to make faith of it, or to be fully persuaded of God's Word in their own minds, or they act amiss, and it become sin.

"And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, . . ." Not with everlasting damnation, which is not the consequent of eating or not eating and particular kind of food, nor connected with such an action, as eating of a thing indifferent, with a scrupulous (Scrupulous:  One who is very careful about doing something correctly.   One who is especially careful about doing what is honest and morally right.) conscience.  All foods are acceptable if offering thanks to God, through the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 1 Timothy 4:3-5.  This is speaking of one who is condemned in his own conscience, as damned.  He is self-condemned, his conscience condemns him for what he himself does.  He contracts guilt to himself.  He is self-condemned while he halts between two opinions, James 1:8; James 4:8, is double-minded, has two opinions, and thus is unstable and is doubtful in his own mind what is best to do, and therefore, whilst this is his case, he ought to refrain.  He should study the Word of God, search the Word of God, ask a Pastor, Elder, or Deacon within the Church until there is no doubt, an thus he becomes single-minded.  The context shows that the Apostle Paul means that whenever actions are done by a Christian, which he does not believe are right or he believe to be against God or against God's Holy Word -- he sins in doing them. If he is doubtful whether they are right, he must not do them.

Romans 14:1-4
1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.

2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs.
3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him.

4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.


Note:  Many things which are Lawful are not expedient, 1 Corinthians 6:12; 1 Corinthians 10:23. In the use of any Christian liberty, (i.e.:  freedom) therefore, our question should be, not simply, "Is this Lawful"?   Even if so, can it be used with safety to a a brother's conscience?  How will it affect my brother's soul?  
Romans 14:5-13

5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.

7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.

8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.
9 For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.

Note:  That the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth might be, i.e.:  surely is, the Lord both of the dead and living . . .  That is, of Born Again Believers, whether physically dead or now alive.  Lord meaning in the Greek here:  Properly, to exercise full rights over One's Own property as an Owner with full dominion (Lordship) over this jurisdiction.  As the Lord Jesus Christ is Lord of all, (All:  Meaning -- Every part that applies, not everyone, but all of a group, often used as whosoever, meaning not everyone, but only to those whom it applies, to a group, John 3:15-16, i.e.:  God's family, God's world) as God and Creator, Acts 10:35-36.  The Lord Jesus Christ's appearing to show forth His Lordship by His dying, rising, and living again, can only have respect to Born Again Believers whether dead or now alive, for whom dying the Lord Jesus Christ has abolished death, and destroyed satan's work in their lives.   As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has redeemed ONLY Born Again Believers from sin, and delivered them from this present evil world, www.alemattec.com/ONLY THOSE Called . . . , Commanded by God to be Saved are Saved . . . .doc.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth having freed them from those other "gods" and/or "lords" which had dominion over them, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, and freed them from satan who did with them at his will, 2 Timothy 2:24-26.
10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.

12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.
Matthew 5:27-28



27Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 

28But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth thus declares that thinking the thought makes one guilty of sin against God. Satan, did not say aloud anything that first brought sin into the world; satan merely thought it in his heart. (Heart to the Jew is a man's subconscious. The part in a man that is deeper than mere conscious thought, Isaiah 14:9-20).


The People of God were to have a SEPARATION FROM OTHER NATIONS


The major reason is this in that God had the Hebrews, the Jews eat ONLY certain animals to distinguish them from ALL other peoples. In those days, social intercourse mainly occurred at banquets. Their primary source of entertainment was feasts.  Feasting was their primary means for developing relationships. God gave the Jews distinct dietary Laws so they couldn't mix socially with Gentiles. That was the main reason for the dietary Laws. When they did enter the land of Canaan, it was still easy for them to become intermingled with the Gentiles. God drew lines so that they would not be able to have social relationships with Gentiles--if they were obedient to those standards. The Gentiles were idolatrous neighbors, and they worshiped anything and everything. They did not have the Oracles of God, i.e.:  the Old Testament, and did not know God nor what God required of His people. The Jews, therefore, looked at Gentiles as unclean: cattle, swine, or as dogs. 
www.alemattec.com/Jewish groups oppose circumcision ban in US city . . . .doc

Today, we only look at a nonbeliever this way, who openly prove themselves by word and actions to be this way, or those who are heretics who argue against almost everything taught, as they make claim of being a Born Again Believer, but openly deny God's Holy Word:
Titus 3:9-11

9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.
10 A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject;

11 Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.


Note:  Heretic in the Greek means:  A factious (of or relating to or causing factions) person, specializing in half-truths and misimpressions "to win others over" to their personal opinion (misguided zeal) – while creating harmful divisions.  Those who stubbornly and seditiously disquiet the Church, and who pay no attention to Ecclesiastical admonitions.  Heretic means "heresy," which originally meant a division resulting from individual self-will.  The individual doing and teaching what he chooses, independent of the Truth of Holy Scripture taught and practiced within the Church.  In the course of time, heretic came to mean "heresy" in the modern sense.  In the later Epistles it has almost assumed this meaning. The heretics of Crete, when Titus was there, were in Doctrinal error as they were followers of their own self-willed "questions," and were reprobate.  

Subverted in the Greek means:  I change (God's Word) for the worse, corrupt, pervert.  Properly, to turn completely out of place, i.e. "turn inside out" God's Word.  To turn or twist out, tear up.  To turn inside out, invert; figuratively – (Figurative:  Used with a meaning that is different from the basic meaning that expresses an idea by using language that usually describes something else,) to change for the worse, pervert, corrupt.  Not established.  Unfaithful.  

A heretic throws themselves out of the Church, and throws off his Communion, and so are self-condemned.  " . . . an heretick after the first and second admonition reject; . . ."  Avoid, leave to himself. This is the only place, in the whole of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, where this word heretic occurs; and here it evidently means, a man that obstinately persists in contending about "foolish questions," and thereby occasions strife and animosities, schisms and parties in the Church. This, and this alone, is an heretic in the Scripture sense.  His punishment likewise is here fixed.  Shun, avoid him, leave him to himself.
" . . . and sinneth, he is self-condemned of himself."  He sinneth willfully against knowledge of the Truth, the Word of God.

A heretick is a false teacher, a false "prophet" OR a follower of false Doctrine.  How are we in the Christian Church to deal with them?  Shun them.  After two or three attempts to teach them the Truth of Holy Scripture, we no longer cast our pearls before swine.

We are Called not to thrust the most sacred and precious teachings of the Gospel upon the most wicked and abandoned men (incompetent as they are, through their hostility to the Gospel, who are unable to receive them,) and thus to profane Holy things of God before them,  as they are as dogs and swine.

Matthew 7:6
6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.

Note:  Dogs in the Greek mean:  A spiritual predator who feeds off others ignorance of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and they make merchandise of men, www.alemattec.com/Make Merchandise of you . . . , covetousness, the Law to love thy neighbor . . . .doc.  A man of impure mind, an impudent man,  Matthew 7:6; Philippians 3:2; Revelation 22:15, also spoken of Sodomites:   Deuteronomy 23:18.  A dog was universally despised in the East.  Philippians 3:1-3; 2 Peter 2:22.  
Things profane and unclean, as flesh torn by beasts, were ordered to be given to dogs, Exodus 22:31.  Nothing of God, nothing that was Holy, was to be given to dogs, which are savage or snarling haters of God's Truth and Righteousness.  

Dogs are the impure, who are incapable of appreciating the priceless jewels of Christianity. In the East, dogs were not generally domesticated and were wilder and more gregarious.  Dogs then feed on carrion and garbage, are dogs were coarser and fiercer than the same animals today in the West. Dogs and swine, besides being ceremonially unclean, were peculiarly repulsive to the Jews, and indeed to the ancients of the East generally. 

Dogs here represent snarling, scoffing opposers of the Truth of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The characteristic of dogs, by their nature, is brutality.  They are but beasts. To try to instill Holy things into such low, unclean, and sordid brutal minds is useless. Neither cast pearls before swine. The swine were as dogs, swine were also unclean. They would have no use for pearls, and perhaps would rush upon those who scattered the pearls, God's Holy Word. So, too, there are men so dull, imbruted (Imbruted:  To sink to the level of a brute (Brute:  of or relating to beasts.  One who is harsh, cruel, savage who uses force, as "a brute beast".) and senseless, as to reject the pearls of God's Truth, which is the Word of God, which is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel. It is our duty to help and to try to save others, but it is the Office and job of the Holy Spirit to do so if He Wills.  We as Christians must use common sense to decide when, or when not to try and advance the Gospel to those who might turn and rend, tear us for offering the pearls of God's Truth.


Swine, an unclean and unacceptable beasts to the Jews having been taught so by God in His Law of the Old Testament.  Demons sought to be cast into swine, instead of Hell.
Matthew 7:6; Matthew 8:30-32; Mark 5:11-16; Luke 8:32; Luke 15:15
Don't cast your pearls before swine, unclean and unacceptable beasts, in which demons sought refuge instead of being sent to Hell.  
Dogs, spiritual impure, predator, including those as sodomites.  Swine, those who are unclean, unacceptable beasts, which demons sought instead of being sent to Hell.  Therefore, to speak of people as dogs or swine was the lowest possible insult.  Those within the Church, who are heretics, who are false Teachers, actors, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth called them hypocrites, are as dogs and swine.

Pearls are formed inside an oyster in both freshwater and saltwater environments; pearls are one of the only gems made by a living organism. When a foreign substance passes into the oyster between the mantle and the shell, the mantle becomes irritated. In order to protect itself the organism coats this irritant with a substance called nacre; the same substance with which it builds its shell. Layers of nacre eventually form a pearl. While white pearls appear to be the most popular, they are produced in a variety of colors including pink, green, blue, grey and black. Black pearls are indigenous to the South Pacific.  Known as the Queen of Gems, pearls are renowned for their iridescence, radiance and their natural beauty.  They have been used as decorative items as far back as 5th century B.C.. The rarity of natural pearls meant that they were reserved for the rich and powerful.  Pearls were one of the first gems adorned by women, and over time pearls became a symbol personifying wisdom, power and wealth.  
Pearl of Lao Tzu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_of_Lao_Tzu
The Pearl of Lao Tzu (also referred to as Pearl of Lao Tze and previously as Pearl of Allah) is the largest known pearl in the world. The pearl was found in the Palawan sea, which surrounds the island of Palawan in the Philippines, and was found by a Filipino diver. It is not considered a gemstone pearl, but is instead what is known as a "clam pearl" or "Tridacna pearl" from a giant clam. It measures 24 centimeters in diameter (9.45 inches) and weighs 6.4 kilograms (14.1 lb).

Value
Gemologist Michael Steenrod in Colorado Springs has appraised the pearl at $60,000,000.00 (1982) and $93,000,000.00 (2007). Another 1982 appraisal, by Lee Sparrow who owned a gem laboratory and appraisal business in the Phelan Building in San Francisco, put the pearl at $42,000,000.00.

In America, the pearl was exhibited at the Ripley's Believe It or Not! Odditorium in New York, valued at $35,000,000.00.
The Palawan Princess, considered the second largest pearl, was offered at auction by Bonhams and Butterfields of Los Angeles on December 6, 2009.[6] Though the five pound pearl was estimated to bring $300,000.00 to $400,000.00, it was not sold.[7][8]
Pearls:  A single pearl that Cleopatra had was valued at:  Two hundred and fifty thousand crowns, or $150.000 U.S. Dollars (If I did my math correctly) before inflation over time.  

The smallest unit of currency was a penny, the plural of which was pence (or pennies). There were 12 pence in a shilling and 20 shillings in a pound. 
1 crown = 5 shillings = 1/4 pound ($.60)
1 pound = 20 shillings = 240 pence (£1) ($2.40)
The Word of God uses a pearl to signify the most precious Heavenly Doctrines.

Matthew 13:45-46


45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:
Note:  The Kingdom of Heaven is God's Church here on earth.  The one pearl of great price, instead of being found by accident, is found by one whose business it is to seek for such (That is, to seek and to Save that which was lost, Luke 19:10.) and who finds the pearl of great price just in the way of one searching for such treasures.

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

Note:  This is the Messiah on earth, Who gives of all He has, the promises, His royal rights, His life, to take possession of the world (God's family) which contained in it this treasure, the pearl, His sheep, the people whom He loved, His Church.
His object is the treasure hidden in it, His own people, all the Glory of the redemption connected with it.  In a word, the Church was regarded by the Messiah, the Christ not in its moral, or in a certain sense Divine beauty, but as the special object of the Messiah's desires and of the sacrifice of the Lord, that which His heart had found in this world according to the Counsels and the Mind of God, to give all He had for it.  This new treasure, this pearl which indeed was one of a great price which cost the Messiah, the Christ His life, induced the Holy One of Israel, the Lord of Hosts who had discovered it to sell all He had that He might gain it.  In fact, the Lord Jesus Christ forsook everything.  This merchant bought no other pearls. Until He (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) found this pearl, He had no inducement to sell all that He had. As soon as He finds it, His mind is immediately made up.  Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth forsakes all for it. Its value decides Him, for He knows how to judge, and He seeks this pearl with discernment.

This parable may be understood ONLY of the Lord Jesus Christ's seeking, finding, and purchasing His Elect.  It is certain that He has sought after them, which implies, that they were lost and having gone astray.  He expresses His great love to them, value for them, and desire after them.  In doing which, He took much pains, and used much diligence, and certain it also is, that He finds them in His perfect redemption, and in Effectual Calling.  They are to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth a pearl of great price, as very precious to God, so highly esteemed of by the Lord Jesus Christ, as His portion, His inheritance, and His jewels. Truly, the Lord Jesus Christ also parted with all He had for the sake of these persons, His Elect, His Called, His Chosen, the True Worshipers, those Born Again.  In that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in order to purchase them became poor, emptied Himself of everything, even gave Himself a ransom for them (i.e.:  for many, Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45) and so made a purchase of them, with the price of His Own blood, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.

Though to our sense it may be objected, and it does not seem agreeable, that the Holy One of Israel, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth should be compared to a merchant man, which better suits with those that deal with Him, than He with them.  Nor does He ever seek after any other than His Elect, whereas this merchant man is said to be "seeking goodly pearls; any pearls that were so, nor is the Lord Jesus Christ's finding His Elect a chance business, nor have they any intrinsic excellency in them, to denominate them as Godly pearls, but by His Grace alone.

Who when He, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had found one pearl of great price . . . for such who seek after Wisdom and Knowledge in the use of proper means, are like merchant men, that trade abroad, and for things of value.  Such as these, only under Divine direction, do we find in the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible through the Ministry of the Word, and by prayer and study, the Truths of the Everlasting Gospel, respecting the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in, His Person, His Office, His Grace and His Righteousness.  All which are equal to, yea transcend a pearl of the highest price.  Their original, coming from a far country, from Heaven, for their brightness, clearness, and perspicuity, for their ornament and glory, for their firmness and solidity, for their virtue and value, to them that know the worth of them.  Such will buy, but not sell them.  Would reckon all things but loss and dung, as did the Apostle Paul, Philippians 3:1-15, in comparison of them, and will contend for them, and stand fast in them.

Interesting in the world teaches the EXACT opposite, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the pearl of great price, and man who "recognize" this sell everything they have in order to obtain Him.  Is man really seeking?  No man seeks after God, UNTIL God first finds them, so how is this man seeking?

Romans 3:10-12
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Psalm 14:1-3
1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.
2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God.

3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Psalm 53:1-3
1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good.
2 God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God.

3 Every one of them is gone back: they are altogether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Note:  There is none righteous. None absolutely free from sin.  None that seeketh after God.  None that doeth good. Not one absolutely good. According to the flesh all tended to evil.  Their throat is an open sepulchre. Thus, far the statements from the Apostle Paul have been general; Now specific.  Therefore, corruption comes from the throats of men when they speak. The poison of asps. The venom of falsehood, as deadly as the deadly serpent. Their feet are swift to shed blood. To carry their owners on a mission of murder. There is no fear of God.

Romans 3:9-18

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:

14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:

15 Their feet are swift to shed blood:

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways:

17 And the way of peace have they not known:

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.

Matthew 7:7-8

7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Note:  Many "seek after God, but waver," not ever finding the Truth of God, the Wisdom of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, for few shall find Him, as He is the Straight Gate, Matthew 7:13-14.  Many men ask, but they ask amiss, wanting to consume for their own lusts, strong desires to "find God".
James 1:5-7
5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.
7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.


Note:  Man only seeks after God ONLY after God the Father has found him.  Of course, it is presumed above that he asks aright--that is, in faith, after Hearing the Word of God, Romans 10:17, and with an honest purpose to make use of what he receives.  "If any of you lack wisdom, i.e.:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Wisdom of God 1 Corinthians 1:24, let him ask of God . . ."  "But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering."  
That is a man who has heard the Word of God, i.e.:  God has drawn them, for no man comes to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth unless the Father draws him, John 6:44, and has come to the full understanding to be altogether on the Lord's side, having the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, as his Lord, God, and Savior. "For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed".
Few find the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, for they ask amiss:
James 4:1-4
1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?
2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
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