When a Government, ANY Government, by mandate or law either threatens to (or does) take away an individual's rights under the Constitution of the United States of America, or by undermining or overthrowing ANY of the Bill of Rights, denies to them their God give right to worship freely without coercion according to the dictates of their own conscience, or denies them, or threatens to deny them employment, either they or their family's heath care, education, right to peacefully assemble, right to be heard in the public square along with others, (including those of different opinions,) i.e.:  freedom of speech, the right to enter a business, including the ability to enter a store to purchase food or medicine, or to enter a hospital, or freely travel (including on public transportation) -- there is no other word for this but tyranny!  Which is antithetical to:  life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  Antithetical means:  the direct opposite, opposing, opposition.  Which is antithetical to (directly opposite, opposing, opposition to):  life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. Preamble to the Declaration of Independence 
We (The founders declaring to the nation and the world "we" together declare that we individually and as a group) hold (an act of holding fast by a grasp of the hand or by some other physical means; grasp; grip: to take hold of) these truths (Truth, these truths, as declared in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible:  (1 John 2:21
21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.) to be self-evident, (i.e.:  as an axiom--a self-evident truth that requires no proof; as it is universally accepted as a foundational (of or relating to the basis or groundwork on which something rests or is built; needing to be understood or established at the beginning:) a principle or rule.) that all men are created equal (by God,) that they are endowed (provided with something freely or naturally) by their Creator (God) with certain (fixed, settled) unalienable (impossible to take away or give up) Rights, (something to which one has a just claim granted by God) that among these Rights (adhering (to stay attached; stick fast; cleave; cling to) we hold fast to these Rights granted by God to every human being) the Rights of Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
" . . . the pursuit of Happiness."  Never understood what that meant until much later in my life, in my 60s.  These Rights flow from one to the other, and are basic.  With these Rights ignite the fullness of man's abilities.  These Rights unleash innovation, creativity.  These Rights are why people from all nations in the world that are denied them give up, if necessary, EVERYTHING they own to come to the United States of America.  This means that every individual has a Right granted to them by God, not man, and thus man has no right or authority to take away what God grants to man, their Right to pursue Happiness.  To do what they would (lawfully) that makes them happy.  Some Worship God, as that makes them happy.  Some volunteer, as that makes them happy.  Some ride a motorcycle or a bicycle that makes them happy.  Some work in the medical field to serve others which makes them happy.  Some work with wood, or metal, or words which make them happy.  Some become truck drivers, pilots, housewife, or stay at home dads that make them happy.  In other words, lawfully, you have been granted a Right by God to pursue in your Life, Liberty (freedom,) that which makes you happy.  You are not told to be one thing, taking away your Liberty (freedom) and your pursuit of Happiness.  Government doesn't decide for you what your station in life will be in the future, as in communism, socialism, or any other form or repressive government invented by man.  These three Rights are tied together; therefore they are mentioned together.  You can exist without Liberty, you can exist without the pursuit of Happiness (billions of people do under governments which deny them these God given Rights).  You can exist, but you do NOT live as a free individual as designed by God Who granted to every man these Rights; if you do not have Liberty--freedom, you cannot lawfully follow what God has given you a desire to do that makes you happy, in fact you are denied by tyranny to even pursue Happiness.

Galatians 5:1  King James Version

5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

Luke 4:14-21  King James Version 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.

15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,
Note:  Isaiah 61 King James Version

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
Note:  " . . . to set at liberty . . . "  In the Hebrew means:  Pardon -- deliverance, forgiveness, liberty, remission.  Forgiveness.  
Complete forgiveness.  Liberty (freedom) is what God gives to man.  A Right, in that Right, a clear conscience (under the Law).  Thus, we cannot be at complete liberty (completely free) having our conscience not convict us, without accepting the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as Lord, God, and Savior.

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.
John 8:32 King James Version
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

John 14:6 King James Version
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

John 8:36 King James Version 
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
2 Peter 2:18-19 King James Version 
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.
1 Peter 2:15-17 King James Version
15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:
16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.
Note:  Kings, rulers, magistrates are to receive of Christians honor.  We are to pay them actions which the Laws of God and man require.  However, Kings and Judges are held to a VERY HIGH standard by God to receive these honors:

Psalms 2:10-12 King James Version
10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.

Proverbs 16:12 King James Version
12 It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is established by righteousness.
Proverbs 20:26-28 King James Version
26 A wise king scattereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over them.

27 The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, searching all the inward parts of the belly.
28 Mercy and truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden by mercy.
Proverbs 29:4 King James Version

4 The king by judgment establisheth the land: but he that receiveth gifts overthroweth it.

Note:  "The king by judgment establisheth the land: . . . "  By executing both sound judgment and justice among his subjects, the King, the ruler (President, Prime Minister, etc . . .) establishes the laws of the land, and the government of it; he secures its peace and prosperity, and preserves his people in the possession of their properties and privileges.  Thus, the King makes them rich and powerful, and the state stable and flourishing, by exercising sound judgment and justice, so that it continues firm to their posterity.

What is the Goal of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ?  Is it External Reform of a Nation or Internal Regeneration of a person?

As we have already observed, there is now only one "holy nation," the universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  All other geopolitical nations of the world are a part of this present world order, and as such are under the control of the evil one, satan, that old serpent, the devil, where the whole world lieth in wickedness, 1 John 5:19-20.  King David spoke of the politics, the rulers, the heathen aligned against the Lord Jesus Christ and His Kingdom -- which is a Spiritual Kingdom, not a political kingdom:




Psalm 2:1-12 King James Version
1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying,
3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.

7 I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.
10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.
Repeated in the New Testament:

Acts 4:25-26  King James Version 
25 Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?

26 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ.


Note:  From a Biblical perspective, the nations of the earth with man centered governments are the enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ's Kingdom -- which is solely spiritual -- and as a result the nations of the world, as is the whole earth, are under the irrevocable curse of eventual destruction. No nation on earth is excluded from that description, including the Nation of Israel, and the United States of America.  In fact, the Lord Jesus Christ will burn the the whole earth, destroy it, with fervent heat, 2 Peter 3:10-12.  All human efforts notwithstanding, fallen men cannot achieve peace within or between nations, nor raise themselves to a righteous standing before Jehovah God.  As Israel learned as a nation, you cannot reject God by rejecting His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as your King, and expect God to bless this nation, and it's "Declaration of Independence," I Samuel 8:7-8. 
The success of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has never been connected to the external moral virtues of any nation.  Quite the contrary, the Gospel message has always been the most victorious in the face of severe persecution, and the True Worshipers, the Born Again Believers, true Christians have been the strongest when faced, not with governmental approbation, but rather with government oppression. We should never mislead people into thinking that the success and power of the the Lord Jesus Christ's Gospel depends on the moral rectitude of ours or any nation.  The power of the Gospel message lies in Christian's faithfulness to its true message, and in a Christian's boldness — in the face of any external circumstances — to proclaim the message of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to anyone who will listen.

Until the Lord Jesus Christ returns at His Second Coming to establish a New Heaven and a new earth, Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1, man's efforts will produce nothing but wars and,
rumors of wars . . . , and thus we can expect from the Lord Jesus Christ's declaration that nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom  Matthew 24:1-7; Mark 13:1-37.  As the Lord Jesus Christ's Ambassadors, Christians have NOT been Commissioned to "apply moral bandages on a fatally wounded society," nor to "rearrange the seats on the titanic," but simply to urge sinners to be reconciled to God by the Lord Jesus Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:20.  The only way that Born Again Believers, Christians, can have any affect on the moral decay, or the direction of our country is to pray that God will bless our witness, according to God's perfect Will, by Saving those with Whom the Holy Spirit sends to us to share the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Being involved in politics does not improve a Christian's standing before God, nor is it a means to God's special favor or blessing.  The Law of God, as our schoolteacher, our schoolmaster, until faith (in the Lord Jesus Christ) came in, Galatians 3:24, shows us that the sinner's heart needs regeneration, as the Law is for the ungodly and sinners, 1 Timothy 1:9, not his or herpolitical convictions need to be aligned a certain way.


The Apostle Paul would not have had to look very hard to find a reason to stir up an outcry against the moral stench, the wretchedness in the City of Corinth, nor to encourage ousting its wicked politicians in favor of leaders with better "moral values," but he deliberately did neither. Instead, the Apostle Paul went to that wicked city Preaching with a resolve to know nothing except Jesus Christ and Him Crucified, 1 Corinthians 2:1-2.  Whatever external change may have taken place in Corinth as the result of the Apostle Paul's Preaching and his Evangelistic efforts did not come about because the Corinth government enacted new secular laws.  Any real permanent change in anyone came about because they had responded to the Gospel message, were Born Again, and then began to lead new lives. 

What does the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ call for today?  Does the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ call for Political Confrontation or Peaceful Coexistence within a nation where Christians live? 

Daniel 3:14 King James Version 
14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?
Daniel 3:18 King James Version
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 


Romans 13:1-7 King James Version 

1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.

Note:  The word higher here in the Greek means:  The prominent men, rulers, leaders, Kings, government officials.  Thus, it follows that he who seeks to break down the higher powers, the rulers, the government is fighting the ordinance of God, and shall be liable to punishment. This implies a loyal submission to the forms of government over us. It does not imply that we shall obey wicked magistrates when they command us to disobey God, His Laws, or His Word.  God sets ruler over people.  Yes, even wicked ones to punish a nation for sin.  Thus, got "wounds" a nation by giving them wicked rulers.  If Christians in the land are obedient to God, turn from their sin, God will heal their land.

2 Chronicles 7:14 King James Version

14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

Whosoever, though, resists the higher powers resist the Will and appointment of God, whose pleasure it is that there should be such an office, and that men should be subject to it.  This is not to be understood, as if magistrates were above the laws, and had a lawless power to do as they will without opposition.  They, the Magistrates, the higher powers, are under the law, and liable to the penalty of it, in case of disobedience, as others.

Which means under God’s Law as well, and when they make their own will a law, or exercise a lawless tyrannical power, in defiance of the Laws of God, and of the land, to the endangering of the lives, liberties, and properties of subjects, they may be rightly resisted.

Such as King Saul was by the people of Israel, when he would have took away the life of Jonathan for the breach of an arbitrary law of his own making, and that too without the knowledge of it, 1 Samuel 14:45.  The Apostle Paul is speaking of resisting Magistrates wrongly in the right discharge of their office, and in the exercise of legal power and authority.  They that resist them, in this sense, shall receive to themselves damnation, i.e.:  punishment; either temporal, or by the hand of the Magistrate himself, who has it in his power to punish mutiny, sedition, and insurrection, and any opposition to him in the just discharge of his duty.  Or, their punishment may be at the hand of God, in righteous Judgment, for their disobedience to an ordinance of God’s, as in the case of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, who opposed themselves both to the civil and sacred government of the people of Israel, Numbers 26:9-11; and were swallowed up alive in the earth, Numbers 26:10.  Or, this speaks of eternal punishment, unless the Grace of God prevents, for whom "the blackness of darkness is reserved for ever," Jude 1:13, for such persons, who, among other of their characters, are said to "despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities," Jude 1:8. This is another argument persuading to subjection to Magistrates.  The inalienable right of all subjects to endeavor to alter or improve the form of government under which they live is left untouched here. 
2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.
3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.
Note:  So far as we lawfully may, for if unlawful things are commanded to us as Christians to follow, that are contrary to God's Law, we must answer as the Apostle Peter teaches us, "It is better to obey God than men," Acts 5:28-30.  We are never taught to follow man, any man, including those who rule over us if they cause us to Worship God falsely, or which would cause a Christian to deny His conscious to follow man's law, or more importantly God's Law.  No matter who the Power, if they are opposed to God, we are Called NOT to follow, for "We ought to obey God rather than men," Daniel 3:14-30
6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.
7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.
We do NOT needs go to great lengths to fight against those that would proclaim good as evil, and evil as good.  As the battle rages, we can simply proclaim to the wicked, "The Lord rebuke thee".
"The Lord rebuke thee".   We are called as Christians to contend for the faith.  Where the battle rages, the loyalty of the soldier is proved.  We are Commanded not to turn to the left or the right, Deuteronomy 5:31-33, but stand firm, strong against those that fight against God and His Holy Word.

Secular humanism has displaced the Judeo-Christian consensus that once defined our nation’s moral boundaries in virtually every part of our culture, from:  law, to education, and medicine.  All have been reshaped for the worse as a consequence.  America’s dominant worldview has now changed, with tragic consequences for the United States of America, which was once One Nation under the Triune God:  Father, Son (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,) and the Holy Ghost.

Where have the Bible-believing Born-Again Christians been in the last 80 years?  Our national consciousness has changed to this "other consensus" and all the horrors and stupidity of the present moment have come down on our culture, as God hides His face from us, because the "churches" have been Preaching a false gospel of Love for everyone, and a great falling away has occurred.  God loves His Own, the Elect alone.  God is sending His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in His Second Coming in great Wrath against the world, against this false system.  Today we see tattoos and piercings which have become rampant, even among people in their 50s, 60s and above!  A certain animalism (Animalism:  Without law and order (God's Law ordered society)), society has quickly devolved into a state of animalism, brutality, brutishness, swinishness (Swinishness:  Of, or suggesting, or characteristic of swine:  beastly,) quality which has appeared in the look and attitude of some is now common place and even acceptable.  More and more are appearing almost daily.

So called "Christians" have shown complete indifference and have quickly conformed to the world, which includes the so called Denomination religions as they have also conformed to stay "relevant" having compromised with the world so as not to loose their "flock" and their money:  thus, having a false concept of spirituality and fear, have become True Harlots like their "Mommy," the Mother Church:  The Great Whore of Revelation 17, the Roman Catholic "church" the side with the satanic world system against God.  True Christians are under Command to " . . . earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints., Jude 1:3." Contend (strive) for the faith, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, against tyranny and moral chaos that come when humanism reigns — and in this striving for the faith, True Worshipers, Born Again Believers will be forced to make the hard choice between obeying God or Caesar.


What then is required, what is Commanded of a True Worshiper, a Born Again Believer, one Called of God, a Christian?

Christians should always be a model citizen of their respective country.  Rather than to rail against the alleged abuses of our political leaders, we are Commanded to humbly pray for Kings and all those in Authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives, 1 Timothy 2:1-2. Unless compliance with the government's laws would result in an action specifically identified in the New Testament as sin, Christians should be the very model of obedience.  The only recorded instance of civil disobedience in the New Testament, is in the Book of Acts when the Apostles were commanded by the then religious/civil/political authorities, the Sanhedrin, https://www.britannica.com/topic/sanhedrin, to stop telling others, not to witness to the fallen world, about the Lord Jesus Christ, Acts 4:16-20.  Therefore, if any King, or one of Authority within government, commands a Christian to do that which is clearly against one's own conscience knowing what the Holy Scripture, Holy Bible, Commands of a Christian, then it would be lawful to disobey such a command.  Any command of one in authority to deny God, to deny the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, to deny the Holy Spirit, to deny the Commands of God does not require a Christian to follow.  Our response is, "We ought to obey God rather than men."  "It is better to obey God than men." 

Amen.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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