What does it take to go to Heaven . . .



What it takes to go to Heaven? You mean, besides a lot of money if you want to go first class? Just kidding. ☺ 



Acts 16:30-31 King James Version 

30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 

31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 


Acts 16:31 is not God's complete plan of Salvation (no single verse is). It can be, though, for some. Believing on means recognize the Lord Jesus Christ ALONE has the power to Save you from your sins for all eternity and relying on Christ Jesus ALONE to do exactly that. 

It does not mention repentance, yet the Lord Jesus Christ instructed Born Again Believers repentance and complete pardon of sins (remission) Preached in Christ Jesus' name, Luke 24:46-47, which the Apostles did, Acts 2:37-38; Acts 3:19; Acts 17:30-31. 

Furthermore, It does not mention confessing the Lord Jesus Christ, yet Jesus Christ wanted this Preached, Matthew 10:32-33, which the Apostles did, Acts 8:37; Romans 10:9-10; 1 John 4:15. Now, I DO NOT believe in what is called the "Romans Road," (aptly named) which is a series of questions designed to "trap" someone into making a "confession". If you notice the open ended way that the Deacon Philip who was also an Evangelist spoke to the Ethiopia eunuch, "37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest." Note: Philip did not say, "If you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with all your heart, then you can be baptized . . . " The confession came from the eunuch, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." To further prove he believed ON the Lord Jesus Christ, he desired to be baptized. 

Note: Water (baptism) does NOT Save you. It is not the self-sacrifice and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and Saint Louis water that Saves you. It is simply the self-sacrifice and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that Saves you. 

Believe in, can and often is, a belief by the individual of a historical Jesus. I believe in the fact that Jesus was a man, did miracles, and lived in Israel some two thousand years ago. Believing ON, first must be viewed through the word believe. 

It is important Christians understand and use the term believe as the Holy Spirit did. What does it mean to believe? In Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, faith has these four characteristics: 

1.) Faith includes the intellect. Sinners must believe ON the Lord Jesus Christ. Believe what? That He is "the Lord Jesus Christ," God's Anointed One, the Son of God indicating Christ Jesus' Deity, sonship, humanity, and Messiahship. 

2.)  Faith is only as good as its object. 

A pagan believes an idol will "save him". 
A moralist believes his goodness can "save him". 
A humanist believes he can "save himself". 
A Christian believes the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone can Save him from not only his sins, but the wrath of the Almighty God, i.e. Hell the place of torment for all eternity. 

Idolatry, goodness, pagan or false 'gods,' and humanism have no power to Save, Isaiah 45:20; Jeremiah 10:23; Romans 3:10, for the One who will Judge (the Lord Jesus Christ is the Judge of all,) John 5:22; John 5:27; John 5:30; John 8:16; John 9:39, accepts only those rescued by Jesus' own blood, John 14:6. 

3.)  Faith includes the emotions and (conscience the deepest part of a man, where we go from merely thinking to KNOWING!). We must believe On Jesus. Faith is not merely believing facts. It is trusting the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ALONE to rescue you from sin's dominion, Romans 6:14; Hebrews 7:25, and relying upon Christ Jesus to remove sin's guilt and condemnation, Romans 8:1; Romans 8:33, by the way of the Lord Jesus Christ's self-sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary, Colossians 2:14. 

4.) Faith includes the will of man which is animated by God when God places His seed, i.e. the Holy Spirit in a man quickening (making him Spiritual Alive) who was spiritually dead, Ephesians 2:1-5.  Faith is consummated by an obedient response, Romans 16:26.  Faith involves a decision. Born Again Believers receive the power to become sons of God, John 1:12. 

A patient relies on their physician. 
One accused of a crime on an advocate. 
A player on a coach. 

A patient that fails to take medicine the physician has prescribed, or the accused who disregards his Counselor's advice, or a player who is disobedient and runs a different play than his coach called . . . each of these show a lack of faith by disobedience. A Christian, who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does so by obedience of their faith, Romans 16:26. 

Some Christians believed because they had seen the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Most Christians believe, having not seen (the Lord Jesus Christ, but still love Him, 1 Peter 1:1-9). This is faith, and it is Saving.  Saving of their souls, from the guilt and condemnation of sin, and from the wrath of God forever. 



-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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