1 Kings 19:1-14 & 18 
1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword.
2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time.

3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there.
4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.

5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat.

6 And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again.

7 And the angel of the Lord came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee.
8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?
Note:  Elijah hears his own complaint to the Lord.  Not the Lord God of Host, the Lord of Hosts speaking, but Elijah's thoughts playing over and over in his own head.  Elijah complains that the more zealous he was to maintain God's Glory, to exalt the Lord of Hosts, the more cruelly he was persecuted.  "And he, Elijah said, . . ."
10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.
Note:  This is not a proper place for a Prophet of God to be in, they should not be in the wilderness, in a mountain, in a cave in the wilderness: what work could God have him do from here? What service to His people?  A Prophet was to speak to the land of Israel in that he might bear his testimony against their idolatry, and so be a means of reclaiming backsliders, and of establishing those that were in the True religion of Jehovah God, under the Lord of Hosts; but of what usefulness could Elijah be here?  "I have been jealous for the Lord God of Hosts, . . ." Through zeal for the Glory of God, Elijah had slain four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and this had stirred up the malice and revenge of Queen Jezebel against him, who sought his life, and which had obliged him to flee, and come to this place for shelter.  This is the first part of his answer,:  for the children of Israel have forsaken thy Covenant; thy Law, especially the first two Commandments delivered in this very place to Moses.


Exodus 20:3-4
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
Note:  Therefore Elijah could hope for no protection from them, his own countrymen the Israelis, as they had turned to Baal, therefore the Prophet Elijah was forced to leave his own country:  they have thrown down thy altars: which had been built in times past for the True Worship of God, to sacrifice thereon to Him alone, but were now demolished, that those that would NOT bow the knee to Baal, and could NOT go to the Temple at Jerusalem, might have made use of them, but they were now destroyed by the Jews so that they could make no use of them to Worship God:  and slain thy Prophets with the sword; which was done by and under the authority of Queen Jezebel, the Israelites conniving at it, and consenting to it, and not daring to oppose her; slain all she had knowledge of, or even were known by the Prophet Elijah: hence it follows, and I, [even] I only am left, and they seek my life to take it away: all this the Prophet Elijah said, as it seems, not only to excuse himself for fleeing, and taking up his abode where he was at present, but to stir up if he could the indignation of God Himself against Israel for their idolatries and murders, and to put him upon inflicting His, the Lord of Hosts Judgments on them for the same.  Now God replies . . .

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake:

12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
Note:  The nature of man is not able to come even near God, if the Lord of Hosts appeared in His strength, in His full Majesty, in His full Glory, as the Shekinah Glory of God, (Shekinah, Shekinah, Shechinah, Shekina, Shechina, or Schechinah, meaning Hebrew word that means the dwelling or settling, and is used to denote the dwelling or settling of the divine presence of God).  The Shekinah Glory of God, is the Godhead together all at once -- the fullness of the Trinity.  A man would be consumed by the Shekinah Glory of God, would be burned up completely.  The Trinity all at once, it would consume a man, and therefore the Lord of Hosts mercifully submits Himself to Elijah's limitations, and instead speaks to him not in strong winds that broke the mountains, nor in an earthquake, not in fire, but instead the Lord of Hosts speaks to Elijah in a still small voice.

13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?

14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

Note:  A True Worshiper, one Born Again, the Elect of God, a Christian should take from this that they cannot depend on the multitude in maintaining God's Glory, it is a Christian's Calling and our duty requires us to do it.

The Lord was not in the wind, as He had spoke to Job:

Nahum 1:3
3 The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.

Job 38:1-5
1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said , 2 Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? 3 Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me. 4 Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare , if thou hast understanding. 5 Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest ? or who hath stretched the line upon it?

The Lord was not in the earthquake as He had spoken so to Moses:

Psalm 68:8
8 The earth shook , the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

The Lord was not in the fire, as He had been before the people of Israel under Moses:

Exodus 19:18
18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke , because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
Note:  The Called Ministers of the Lord went before him, to prepare the way of His Glorious Majesty; which emblems may represent the Power of God, the terribleness of His Majesty, and the fury of His Great Wrath, which He could display, if He so would, to the destruction of His enemies; and could as easily destroyed the idolatrous Kingdom of Israel, which the Prophet Elijah seems to be asking of the Lord of Hosts, as God moves in the wind which rent the mountains, and broke the rocks, and the earthquake shook the earth, and the fire consumed all in its way.  However, God chose not to do it now, but to use leniency, and show Mercy, signified by the next:  and after the fire a still small voice: not rough, but gentle, more like whispering than roaring; something soft, easy, and musical; this is the voice of those that praise God in silence; and all this may be considered as showing the difference between the two dispensations of Law and Gospel; the Law is a voice of terrible words, and was given amidst a tempest of wind, thunder, and lightning, attended with an earthquake.  The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:


Hebrews 12:18-24
18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more:

20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:

21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.


Note:  The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is but a gentle voice of love, God's Grace, and Mercy, of peace, pardon, righteousness, and man's Salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone; and may also point at the order and manner of the Lord's dealings with the souls of men, who usually by the Law breaks the rocky hearts of men in pieces, shakes their consciences, and fills their minds with a sense of fiery wrath and indignation, all which they deserve, but in the midst of this wrath God then speaks comfortably to them, speaks peace and pardon through the ministration of the Gospel by His Holy Spirit to His Called.  Blessed are the people that hear this still, small, gentle voice, the joyful sound.

Psalm 89:15
15 Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.


God assures the Prophet Elijah, and us, that He always keeps a small number reserved, the Elect of God and their Ministers to speak to His people:

1 Kings 19:18
18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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