Hebrews 10:38-39
38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
Note:   "Now the just shall live by faith: . . . ," Habakkuk 2:4.  If any man seeks not to God for his deliverance . . .  So that such a person who swells with pride and confidence in his own righteousness, and who betakes himself to some fortress of his own for safety.  Or, one who fears NOT God, Hebrews 10:24-41, www.alemattec.com/Fear of the LORD.doc, www.alemattec.com/Reverend, fear Him . . . .doc, and denies the Assembly of the Saints through either fear of reproach and/or persecution for his false beliefs, Psalm 89:7.  One who withholds the Truth of God's Holy Scriptures, God's Holy Word, the Holy Bible and shuns to declare it, or maintains outwardly a profession of it -- but who just plays the hypocrite, and deals deceitfully in religious things is here described, Psalm 5:4-6.  In short, mentions one who had received a "taste of the goodness of God's Holy Spirit," a sharer with the Holy Spirit, enlighten by the Holy Spirit, Hebrews 6:4-6, as King Solomon and King Saul once were, who turns from the faith, who finally and totally apostatizes from the Doctrine of faith, and the profession of it; in such persons God has no pleasure, never had, nor never will have.  On the contrary, they are abominable to God, and will lie under God's sore displeasure. and feel the keen resentments of it, Hebrews 3:14-19!  Every flower that blooms in spring does not bring forth a fruit in autumn.  Such stand opposed to the just man, that lives by faith, who walks humbly with and before God, in dependence on God's provisions, not on his own righteousness, but on the Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in which the just man is safe from condemnation, and secure of the divine favor of God; drawing back is not supposed of the just man, but the just man before God was made so by God.  Therefore, the just man finishes the course, finishes the race, finishes the fight, and keeps the faith, as did the Apostle Paul at the end of his life, 2 Timothy 4:7-8.
39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.
Note:  Perdition in the Greek here means:  Destruction, (Destruction:  Not "annihilation," but "loss of well-being,") ruin, loss.  Damnation, destruction, perish, waste.  "Cut off" from God's pleasure.  Placed in the lowest pit (Hell).  Perdition, placed in the lowest part of Hell, in darkness ("outer darkness" Outside the pleasure and presence of God, Matthew 8:12; Matthew 22:13; Matthew 25:30 ) in  a deep place, bottom, deep(s), depth.  As in:

Psalm 88:6
6 Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps.

Revelation 20:1-3

1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.

2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,

3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.
Jude 1:5-7

5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.

6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

2 Peter 2:1-22

1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:

8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)

9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.

12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;

14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.

17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.

18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.




How could it be that a Prophet of God, a man given riches and honored by God, who wrote three books of the Old Testament:
 

Proverbs
Ecclesiastes 
Song of songs 


King Solomon wrote at the end of Ecclesiastes, led by the Holy Spirit, but then didn't follow the words he wrote:


Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.


How could it be that this great King, King Solomon who wrote part of the Holy Bible, who understood spiritual Truth, followed NOT the Law of God and turned from the faith?


1 Kings 11:1-4

1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites:

2 Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love.

3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.

4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. 

Note:  King David, repented from his sin of adultery and murder, and turned to God's righteousness to cleanse him from his sins, Psalm 51:1-19.


God had written in His Law the duties of a King; that they were not to have many horses, cause the people to return to slavery (away from the Liberty of God and His Word,) as well the King should not have multiple wives, neither shall the King become extremely wealthy.  Furthermore, the King should learn to fear the LORD his God.


Deuteronomy 17:14–20

14 When thou art come unto the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over me, like as all the nations that are about me;

15 Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the Lord thy God shall choose: one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother.

16 But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he should multiply horses: forasmuch as the Lord hath said unto you, Ye shall henceforth return no more that way.

17 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.

18 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites:

19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them:

20 That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of Israel. 

Note:  God gave King Solomon riches and honor, things he had not asked for, but these things did NOT turn King Solomon from God.  King Solomon lacked nothing, and was able to have anything he wanted, he was respected for his wisdom, had power above all in understanding.  Specifically, what God had NOT given him -- that of many wives, is what caused King Solomon to apostatize, that is turn from God. 
King Solomon once had a powerful and Godly influence on multitudes during his day, and continues to down to the present day.  During King Solomon's life, people from around the world sought an audience with him to hear his Godly wisdom.  King Solomon's impact during his life time must have been staggering.  Through King Solomon's wisdom, multitudes heard the Truth of God from him.  God also had King Solomon build the Temple; one of the greatest structures ever built by man. The craftsmanship and expense for it were absolutely astounding.

Beyond all of that, King Solomon also wrote part of the Old Testament of the Holy Bible.  However, all of King Solomon's good and Godly achievements didn't cancel out what he did at the end of his life—King Solomon's sin of idolatry!  King Solomon promoted both the True Worship to the true God and then later in his life the false worship to pagan gods.  Yes, not only did King Solomon built the Temple, but also pagan places of sacrifice and worship. All of that happened after King Solomon saw Jehovah God not just once, but twice!


King Solomon, against God's Law loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter . . .


1 Kings 11:1-3

1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites:

2 Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love.

3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. 

The consequences was lethal.  This wives, who worship false gods, led to King Solomon's apostasy:


1 Kings 11:4

4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. 

Note:  Although King David committed adultery and murder, he repented and turned back to Jehovah God, Psalm 51:1-19.  King David had a heart for God, even though still a sinful man, 1 Samuel 13:11-14; Acts 13:22.  King Solomon never repented.  Remember, not to add to nor take away anything from Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, Revelation 22:18-19.  
Note:  I'm sure you've heard of a marriage made in heaven.  King Solomon had marriages made in Hell.  We know this because the devil, satan, that old serpent used King Solomon's pagan wives to turn his heart from God to idolatry.  Certainly, the worst thing that could ever have happen to King Solomon or any man!  This is much worse than dying physically, much worse than getting dethroned as King, much worse than physical illness, much worse that horrible circumstances that surround you, much word that some major family problem.  The truth is King Solomon became an idolater because of his wives whom he deeply loved.  King Solomon, wise above all men, sought their approval above God's.  King Solomon loved them and wanted their good favor and affection more than the true and living God.  I'm sure these pagan wives were probably very beautiful, or fair, Genesis 6:2, as satan does not have to change his ways to defeat man.  Know this, anything or anyone can get between you and a close walk with God.  The devil often uses those we love, to become our greatest enemies, Matthew 16:22-24; Mark 8:33:
Matthew 10:32-40

32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.

33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.

35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.

36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.

Note:  The word the Lord Jesus Christ here uses, foes in the Greek means:  Properly, an enemy; someone openly hostile.  Here, an enemy, a foe which implies one who has irreconcilable hostility, proceeding out of a "personal" hatred bent on inflicting harm!  Foe, meaning (to hate); hateful (passively, odious, or actively, hostile); usually as a noun, an adversary, e.g. (especially Satan) -- enemy, foe.  They worship differently than you, as during the time of the Apostles, and will even kill you believing they are doing the Will of God, John 16:1-3.

37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.

39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.
King Solomon did many good deeds, but God says in Holy Scripture, His Holy Word, the Holy Bible:  
Ezekiel 33:18-19

18 When the righteous turneth from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, he shall even die thereby.

19 But if the wicked turn from his wickedness, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby.



King Solomon's apostasy led to him following both female as well as male pagan gods:


1 Kings 11:9-10

9 And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, 
10 And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the Lord commanded.

Note:  The LORD God of Israel, appeared twice to King Solomon:  First, 1 Kings 3:5.  Second, 1 Kings 9:1-3.
There is absolutely NO Scripture which says King Solomon ever returned to God.  None.  In his old age, King Solomon sacrificed to devils, and not to God. 

1 Corinthians 10:20-22

20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.

21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.

22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he? 


1 Kings 11:5-8

5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.

Note:  Ashtoreth also known as Astarte also known as Ishtar the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom also known as Moloch also known as Baal,  the abomination of the Ammonites.

Ashtoreth, also known as Astarte, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astarte, or as Ishtar (Easter), https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inanna -- these satanic false "goddesses" known as:  the "Queen of Heaven," https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_of_heaven_(antiquity), and now Mary is "adored" i.e.:  worshiped falsely by the same title, "Queen of Heaven," https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_of_Heaven.  www.alemattec.com/Sin of Ishtar, Easter Worship, of the 'Queen of heaven' - Jim Dodson.htm, www.alemattec.com/Babylon 'god' baal and the Roman Catholic 'church'.doc, www.alemattec.com/Proud as a peacock, Juno --Regina, i.e. -- 'Queen of Heaven'  . . . , make no images of God . . . , obelisks, bees, honey, manna . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/Baal worship, Babylonian worship by the Roman Catholic 'church'.htm, www.alemattec.com/satanic images of the Vatican .htm, www.alemattec.com/Kabbalah, black magic.  The Jewish Talmud teaches that Jesus was sent to hell, where he is punished by boiling excrement for mocking the Rabbis . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/Notre Dame . . .  Mary worship . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/Lent, Easter, etc . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/Lent, not, Easter, July, Ramadan . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/The Hidden Faith (Roman Catholic -- Jesuit controlled) of The Founding Fathers -- Deists, Masons -- of the United States of America . . . .htm, www.alemattec.com/The Hidden Faith (Roman Catholic -- Jesuit controlled) of The Founding Fathers -- Deists, Masons -- of the United States of America, 2 . . .htm, www.alemattec.com/The 'saint' of the gutters, 'Mother Teresa' a complete fraud, and the 'infallibility of the man of sin, the 'pope' ' . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/Man of Sin revealed . . . Vicar of Christ, Vicar of the Son of God, Vicarious Christi, antiChrist, 'pope' of Rome, the Papacy . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/'pope's' 'infallibility,' the man of sin . . . , God obeys the Roman Catholic  'priests,' filthy evil Roman Catholic mass . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/History of the man of sin revealed . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/Left handed -- sinister, the 'pope' the man of sin.htm, www.alemattec.com/The 'pope' of Rome IS the 'Man of sin,' and the Roman Catholic 'church' is the Mystery of Inequity . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/Mary as intercessor, Not!  'Because the human person is in the image of God, he was created in the image of God and we are all in the image of God!'  Not!.doc, www.alemattec.com/'pope' Francis Decrees That Christian Salvation Is Only Through Mary and The Roman Catholic Church . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/'pope' Francis I dedicates and entrusts the world to Mary, Louis de Montfort, Worship of Mary, dedicated first Saturday Devotions, worship of angels . . . .doc,
www.alemattec.com/The Women at the Cross, Jesus' Brethren, and False worship of Mary by the Roman Catholic 'church,' false Doctrine taught by the Roman Catholic 'church' . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/The evil worship of Mary by the Roman Catholic 'church' . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/. . . that through his Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joy of everlasting life.doc, www.alemattec.com/Mary Worship . . . COLLYRIDIANISM.doc.

6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and went not fully after the Lord, as did David his father.

Note:  " . . . and went not fully after the Lord, as did David his father."  As did some of the Lord Jesus Christ's followers, disciples, when Commanded to follow the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, came up with an excuse, "Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father." (See below verses).  

7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon.

Note:  " . . . Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, . . . ," https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemosh,  Moloch also known as Baal, the abomination of the children of Ammon.

8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods. 
Matthew 8:19-22
19. And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.

20. And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.
21. And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.
22. But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ Commands true Disciples to follow him, and they that are Called do so right then and there, as did the Apostle Matthew, Matthew 9:9.  Those who are the Lord Jesus Christ's Disciples, do not at first make earthly excuses before doing their spiritual Calling.  Such as, "Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father."  Other disciples made similar requests.  The Calling of True Worshipers, those Born Again, are to following the Lord Jesus Christ right then when Called, and follow Him, and Preach the Gospel, Preach the Kingdom of God!  Let the spiritually dead, those who do not have God's Holy Spirit in them, nor do they know God even though being a disciple, bury their dead.

Luke 9:57-62
57. And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.

58. And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.
59. And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.

60. Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.

61. And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.
62. And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

Note:  " . . . No man, having put his hand to the plough, . . ."  A ploughman, a man given to do God's Work, and looking back at his old life, his old sinful way of life -- as did Lot's wife who looked back longingly on her old sinful way of life and was instantly Judged, Genesis 19:17, Genesis 19:26; Genesis 19:13-26, is fit for the Kingdom of God -- Heaven.

Looking back inclines to drawing back, and drawing back is to perdition, Hebrews 10:38-39.  However, he, yea and he only, that endures to the end, shall be Saved, Matthew 10:22; Matthew 24:13; Mark 13:13.

The ploughman ought to look before him on his plough, and forward to the ground he is ploughing, or he is not fit to be a ploughman.  Nor will the ploughman make proper furrows, nor do his work well. When the ploughman looks back then he makes balks (Balks:  A strip of land left unplowed, not readied to be sown.  The balks the ploughman makes is that which is not plowed, hard, unbroken (as an unrepented sinner's heart) thus unable to be sown with seed (God's Holy Word).) with his plough, and the ground he ploughs is not then fit to be sown.  (This speaks of a Preacher, particularly, but anyone who is Called by God to follow the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ALONE for one's Salvation).  If then thou lookest back to a worldly life again after your Calling, and desires after that former life, then thou art not fit for the kingdom of God.

This is true of a man Called by God to Preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  If a man enters upon the Ministerial work, and looks back, and engages himself in the affairs of the world, sets his heart on them, and spends his time in them, even those of his own family with a distracted attention toward them, having a divided heart and places his love to them above the Lord Jesus Christ, as did King Solomon, and not toward the work he is Called to do, i.e.:  Preach the Gospel, then he is not fit to Preach the Kingdom of God, and is not fit for the Kingdom of God.


1 Kings 3:5-13

5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.

6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

7 And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in.

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude.

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.

11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment;

12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.

13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.





Hebrews 11:1-40

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.

3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.

12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.

15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.

16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,

18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:

19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.

24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;

25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;

26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.

28 Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.

31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.

32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:

Note:  King David is here mentioned as those God counted as righteous before Him, but King Solomon is not mentioned.  Just like the Tribe of Dan, Shiloh . . . The Tribes of Dan, Ephraim, Judah, etc . . .  Levi -- their Priesthood destroyed, therefore the Tithe ended.doc, omitted from mention in the Book of Revelation and are not part of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions.

34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:

36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:

37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;

38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:

40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.


Let us be as the Apostle Paul, not turning back from the faith, but Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers, Titus 1:9:



2 Timothy 4:6-8

6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.

7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 


1 Timothy 6:13-16

13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;

14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:

15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;

16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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