Changing The Southern Baptist Name Won't Fix The Decline.  This is what the Southern Baptist Convention suggested would make them "relevant" and keep them as the largest Protestant denomination:

The seven recommendations adopted include: A call to restate clearly the SBC's mission of presenting the Gospel of Jesus Christ to every person in the world and to making disciples of all the nations; a call for a healthy and Christ-centered culture of trust and unity; a call for more sacrificial giving to the Cooperative Program and other special causes; a call to the North American Mission Board to make church planting and penetrating lostness its priority; a removal of geographic limitations that would allow the International Mission Board to reach unreached groups around the world, including North America; a call to the Executive Committee to work with state conventions in promoting the Cooperative Program; and raising Cooperative Program allocation to the IMB from 50 to 51 percent ( Cooperative Program allows Southern Baptists to give directly to missions rather than solely through the Cooperative Program, which was launched in 1925 to enhance and channel giving to missions and to other denominational programs and entities.).

Membership in the Southern Baptist Convention having fallen for three consecutive years and Baptism numbers smaller than they were half a century ago when there were 17,000 fewer Churches, many Southern Baptist leaders have sounded the alarm and said the SBC – the largest Protestant denomination in the country – is at a crisis. Southern Baptist Churches are Baptizing one half of the teenagers they Baptized in 1972.  It is obvious we are NOT keeping the Great Commission.  So . . . lets change our name to Great Commission Baptist, that will fix the problem.

The Southern Baptist Conventions latest report, revealing that some 6 billion of the 6.8 people in the world are without the Lord Jesus Christ and over 3.5 billion have never heard the Gospel Message. In North America alone, 258 million are lost.

Southern Baptist decide against changing their name:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/story/2012-02-21/southern-baptists-name/53187766/1

If the student can't do (sew, read, write, math, etc . . . ) they haven't learned. They haven't learned because they haven't been taught even though they have been given lots of information. Giving out information is not Teaching. In the "churches" today very little Teaching takes place mostly giving out information. Most Christians have never committed the time to disciple a new believer, and we wonder about the dropout rate in the "church".  The True Church of God, the True Worshipers, don't drop out, unless its from a false "church".  I joined the church at the age of 12 and was Baptized.  However, I didn't really begin to walk with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth until I was about 35, then again even more Called when I was 45.  What really made a change in my life was when a couple of Christian men I worked with met daily for lunch to study God's Holy Word, the Holy Bible.

Southern Baptist, they simply do not know that changing of their name alone would not change the decline. What they need to know it pretty simple; let's take a look at what NEEDS to be done.

Vince Lombardi was virtually synonymous with the National Football League. He was legendary for his Coaching philosophy and his motivational skills. He spoke softly, slowly and seldom. However, when he did speak, everyone listened and responded. Vince Lombardi was loved, admired and respected by his players, fans and opponents alike.  His main message to his players, at the beginning of EVERY year, even if they had heard it repeatedly from him:  "No matter how you cut it, to get into professional football, you have to be great – that is you MUST BE world class. To be great requires discipline, a willingness to learn, and in this we MUST get back to the beginning.  We must go back to the BASICS, go all the way back to the beginning of your football lives, so that we can make sure that we are all on the same page:  Gentlemen, this is a football.”

Every now and then as those who call themselves Christians we need to be reminded to go back to our roots, to go back and seek the "old paths," we need to go back to the basics.  Jeremiah 6:16 Like Vince Lombardi would say, if he were a Christian, "Gentlemen, this is the Bible".  This is the Holy Bible.  A Separate Book, A Holy Book, This is Holy Scripture.  This is the very Word of God.  This is the infallible Word of God:  perfect, whole, complete, clean, undefiled.  The very Mind of God, and His Message to His Elect.  We have to look at ourselves as those who may have been faithful in the past, but have gone astray.  Who have done much to stay faithful, using our own strength and relying on our "tried and true formula" which in times past have proved greatly beneficial to our Church.  The Command, by the Son of God Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is to return to Him.  Not to change systems.  Not to ask for "sacrificial giving."  The simplicity which is Christ causing many to stumble, yes whole "churches" to stumble, and eventually to be offended by Him, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Exactly the point, for He who is the Lord of Hosts, the Holy One of Israel, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Rock of Offense, and Offends.


Isaiah 8:13-15

13 Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Immanuel, God with us, the Lord of the Armies of Heaven above and below, of Angels and of men, God over all, the true Jehovah God, Who is sanctified by His people, when they declare Him to be so;  in that the Lord of Hosts, Him shall ye say is Holy, for men cannot make Him so, nor can He receive any of His Holiness from them, nor does He need any; but they celebrate the perfection of His Holiness, and ascribe it to Him; yea, they sanctify Him, by ascribing their holiness to Him, not of themselves; by looking to Him alone as their sanctification, and by deriving and expecting every degree and measure of their holiness from Him, to complete theirs, which is way lacking in and of itself; by exercising faith upon Him alone, and showing a regard to His Commands and Ordinances:  The believing fear of God preserves against the disquieting fear of man. If we thought rightly of the greatness and Glory of God in His Place, we should see all the power of our enemies restrained. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Lord of Host Himself, who will be a Sanctuary to those who trust in Him, and will be a Stone of stumbling, and a Rock of offence, to those who make the creature, the created beings, either man or Angels their fear and their hope. If the things of God be an offence to us, they will undo us. 

The Apostle Peter quotes this as to all who persisted in unbelief of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The crucified Emmanuel, God Who is with us in human form, as a man, was and is, a Stumbling-stone and Rock of offence to both the unbelieving Jews, and is no less so to hundreds of thousands, if not millions who call themselves Christians today. The Preaching of the Cross of Calvary is foolishness to what they demand, which is their self esteem, their free will over God; their free will which places them over and against His Doctrines and Precepts (Precepts:  means Commands, His, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's Commands.) which offend them.

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

15 And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.


I remember a bumper sticker when I was a youth, which said, "God is my co-pilot".  I used to think, hey, a Christian!  First, I didn't see that their "god" may have been a cow.  Now, I see this as a great Blasphemy.  Why?  They declare that in their free will, they go along, and God works as a co-pilot, one who is of a lesser rank than the pilot himself.  One who is in a supporting role, "In case of an emergency."  Man's "free will" places God there, instead of His rightful place, which is above as Head of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who is the Head of man, who is the head of woman.


1 Corinthians 11:3
3But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.




Romans 9:33

33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
   

1 Peter 2:6-8

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.


" . . . whereunto also they were appointed."  Both to stumble at the Word of the Gospel, and at the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the sum and substance of the Gospel, as He, the Lord Jesus Christ was set in the counsel and purpose of God, for the rising of some from death to Eternal Life, being quicken, made alive, and for the stumbling and falling of others; and also to that disobedience and infidelity which was the cause of their stumbling; for as there are some whom God hath appointed and foreordained to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, on whom God the Father has determined to bestow true faith in Him, and who have it as a pure gift, one of Grace alone, in consequence of such appointment, are adopted into His world (His family) by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth unto Himself; so, there are others, whom God has determined to leave in that disobedience and infidelity into which the fall brought and concluded them, through which they stumble at the "Rock of Offence" for it is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who is the Rock of Offence, and offends many, Christ Jesus, and His Word, and, in consequence thereof, they justly perish who are offended by it, i.e.:  are offended by the True Gospel, His Word, and Him, the very Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
 

The Apostle Peter, therefore, applies the character of "a holy nation" to the Elect Remnant, investing them in the main with the Titles bestowed in Exodus 19 when God spoke from the mountain to them.  Then, when God came down as man, the very Son of God, and all the people saw Him:


Exodus 19:5-11

5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine:

Note:  the Hebrew word for peculiar means:  possession, property, an owned treasure.

6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.

7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words which the Lord commanded him.

8 And all the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the Lord.

9 And the Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the Lord.

10 And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes,

11 And be ready against the third day: for the third day the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.


Note:  When the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, gave the Law to Moses, when He spoke to Moses face to face.  Here Moses reminds the people, the Jews, that from the Mount, Mount Horeb, they saw no similitude of God, no likeness, only heard Him when He spoke, and they feared for their lives.  No likeness was shown to them of God at that time.  He would show Himself to them, though . . .



Deuteronomy 4:7-20

7 For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon him for?

8 And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?

9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;

10 Specially the day that thou stoodest before the Lord thy God in Horeb, when the Lord said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children.

Note:  Horeb is another name for Mount Sinai.


11 And ye came near and stood under the mountain; and the mountain burned with fire unto the midst of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick darkness.

12 And the Lord spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice.

13 And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone.

14 And the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go over to possess it.

15 Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the Lord spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire:

16 Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female,

17 The likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in the air,

18 The likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters beneath the earth:

19 And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the Lord thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven.

20 But the Lord hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day.



Numbers 12:1-16

1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman.

2 And they said, Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the Lord heard it.

3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)

4 And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came out.

5 And the Lord came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth.

6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.

7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house.

8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?


9 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them; and he departed.

10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.

Note:  The Lord ascended into the cloud . . .  The same way the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ascended into Heaven after His resurrection, as God moves in and about the clouds, and He receives His own in the clouds.  See this at the bottom of this page.


11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned.

12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb.

13 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee.

14 And the Lord said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be received in again.

15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again.

16 And afterward the people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran.


Again, let's look at what the Apostle Peter wrote to the Elect of God:


1 Peter 2:6-8

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.



Now, let's look at the next two verses the Apostle Peter writes to the Elect of God:


1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;

Note:  Peculiar in the Greek means:  possession, owned property, purchased property as a possession.

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.


Note:  Here, the Apostle Peter is referencing Isaiah 8:14 ,on condition of obedience, but here in connection with the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, their enjoyment of these Titles, in 1 Peter 2:9-10 above is founded on His obedience and the rights acquired as sons and daughters, by their faith in Him alone for their Salvation.

The privileges of the believing Remnant being founded on the Messiah alone, the Apostle Peter goes yet further, and applies to them the declarations of the Prophet Hosea, which relate to Israel and Judah when re-established in the fullness of blessing in the last days, enjoying those relationships with God into which His Grace will bring them at that time.


Hosea 2:1-23

1 Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah.

2 Plead with your mother, plead: for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband: let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her breasts;

3 Lest I strip her naked, and set her as in the day that she was born, and make her as a wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay her with thirst.

4 And I will not have mercy upon her children; for they be the children of whoredoms.

5 For their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them hath done shamefully: for she said, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink.

6 Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall not find her paths.

7 And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them: then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than now.

8 For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal.

9 Therefore will I return, and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the season thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to cover her nakedness.

10 And now will I discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none shall deliver her out of mine hand.

11 I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts.

12 And I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, whereof she hath said, These are my rewards that my lovers have given me: and I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field shall eat them.

13 And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the Lord.

14 Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her.

15 And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt.

16 And it shall be at that day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call me no more Baali.

17 For I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name.

18 And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie down safely.

19 And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies.

20 I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the Lord.

21 And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth;

22 And the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel.

23 And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God.



Again, . . . as a reminder . . .


1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;

Note:  Peculiar in the Greek means:  possession, owned property, purchased property as a possession.

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

Note:   "But ye are," he says, ". . . a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a purchased people; . . . " These are almost the exact words of Exodus 19:4-6. The Apostle Peter goes on: "Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God; . . ."  A people who formerly had not obtained mercy, but have now obtained it. These are the words of Hosea 2-23. 

This sets before us, in the most interesting way, the principle on which the blessing is founded. In Exodus the people were to have this blessing if they EXACTLY obeyed the voice of God in and by and through His Law, called the Law of Moses. Israel, though, had not obeyed, but instead had been rebellious and stiffnecked, had gone after "strange gods", and rejected the testimony of the Holy Spirit; yet, after their unfaithfulness, God Himself has laid in Zion a Stone, a Chief Corner-Stone, a Rock of Offence, and whosoever believes in Him should not be confounded. It is God's Grace that, when Israel had failed in every respect, and on the ground of their disobedience had lost everything, God should bestow on them by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, through His Grace, that which was Promised them at first on condition of their exact obedience to the Law. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was obedience to all parts of the Law, and His Righteousness is transferred to those who put their faith in Him, alone, the very Son of God.  In this way God has and will secure them.



Romans 10:4
4For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.



Galatians 2:16
16Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.




Galatians 3:13-14

13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.


Galatians 3:24
24Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.


Galatians 4:3-5

3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:

Note:  Even those Born Again, the Elect of God, were under satan, under bondage to him in our sin, under the elements of the world (satan's family).   Elements in the Greek comes from the root word which means:  To proceed in a row as the march of a soldier, go in order.  In bondage, under satan, we marched with all the others as a soldier, going in order with them to hell.

4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.



Note:  The question of obedience was settled-on Israel's disobedience -- by God's Grace, by the obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who was the very foundation stone laid by God in Zion. This principle of Grace abounding over sin-by which is shewn the inability of disobedience to frustrate the purposes of God, for His Grace came after the completion of their disobedience.  This principle, so glorious and so comforting to the convinced sinner, is confirmed in a striking way by the quotation from the Prophet Hosea. In this passage from the Prophet Hosea, Israel is presented, not merely as completely guilty and worthy of death, but as having already undergone God's Judgment for their sin. God had declared that He would no more have Mercy on them (with regard to His patience toward the Ten Tribes of Israel); and that Israel was no longer His people (in His judgment on unfaithful Judah). However, God is faithful, even when His people are not.  God keeps His Word, His Promises, and He made these Promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  However, all that are in Israel are not of Israel, Romans 9:6-7, that is not of Jacob but of Esau, which had not the Promise.  Afterwards, when the judgment had been executed, God then returns to His irrevocable purposes of Grace, and allures Israel as a forsaken wife, and gives her the valley of Achor which is the valley of trouble, in which Achan was stoned, the first judgment on unfaithful Israel after their entrance into the Promised Land -- for a door of hope.



Joshua 7:23-26

23 And they took them out of the midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the Lord.

24 And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor.

25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the Lord shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones.

26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day.

Note:  The Apostle Peter references Israel's great sins, worthy of being stoned and burned with fire, after having been stoned with stones, and turns to God's Mercy . . . after having purchased His Church, His Elect, the True Worshipers of God:


1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;

Note:  Peculiar in the Greek means:  possession, owned property, purchased property as a possession.

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.


Note:  For judgment upon Israel's abominable sin is changed into Grace, and God begins all afresh upon a new principle, a new Command. It was as though Israel had again come up out of Egypt, but upon an entirely new principle. He betroths her to Him for ever, in righteousness, in judgment, in Grace, in Mercy, and all is blessing. Then God calls her, Israel:  "Ruhama, or, the object of my Mercy," and Ammi, meaning “my people" who were not his people due to God divorcing them.  Jeremiah 3:7-11 using His Law on Divorce, Deuteronomy 24:1-5.

These, then, are the expressions which the Apostle Peter uses, applying them to the Remnant who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Stumbling-Stone, and the Rock of Offence to the nation of Israel, but the Chief Corner-Stone from God to the Born again Believer. Thus, the condition is taken away, that of immense sinfulness which requires death by stoning and fire, and instead of a condition in which we are cursed of God for our sin, we have blessing after our disobedience, and have the full and assured Grace of God, founded (in its application to Born Again Believers) on the Person, the obedience, and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone.

We can see the expression of this Grace in the term "Achor." 


Joshua 7:26

26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day.

Note:  It was the first judgment on Israel in the Land of Promise for having profaned themselves with the forbidden thing. In it, though, hope is given: so entirely true is it that Grace triumphs over God's Justice. 


Romans 5:20-21

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

It is this which has taken place in the most excellent way in the Lord Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the Cross at Calvary. The very Judgment of God becomes in Him the door of hope, the guilt and the judgment having alike passed away for ever for the True Worshipers of God, as He, God, remembers our sins no more.

Two parts of the Christian life -- so far as it is the manifestation of Spiritual power, result from this:  the double Priesthood; of which the one answers to the present position of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth on High, sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and the other to the manifestation of His Glory on earth, first through the Priesthoods of Aaron, and then of the Great Melchisedec, the King of Righteousness, the King of Peace. The Saints of God are Called to exercise " a holy priesthood " to offer up spiritual sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. Such a sweet privilege of the Christian, thus brought as near as possible to God, as the Priest themselves once were, yea, even closer! The Born Again Christian, the Elect of God who seeks only the Will of God offers his prayers and is sure of being accepted when offered to God that His Will will be done, for it is by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth that he offers them, that is, his prayers and supplications to God.


Hebrews 5:5-10

5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.

6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;

8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;

9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.


Note:  This part of the Christian life is the first, the most excellent, the most vital, the source of the other (shown below); the most excellent, because, in its exercise, we are in immediate connection with the Divine Object of our affections:  God the Father, through God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by the Power of God the Holy Spirit. Our spiritual prayers are the reflex, by the action of the Holy Spirit, of the Grace which we enjoy; that which the heart returns to God, moved by the excellent gifts of which we have been made the object, and by the love which He, God alone, has given them. The heart (by the power of the Holy Ghost) reflects all that has been revealed to it:  in Grace, Worshiping the Author and finisher of our faith, and looking to Him alone for our Salvation:


Hebrews 12:2
2Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.


Note:  We have been given the right to enter by our Spirit into the very presence of God to praise and adore Him.  This is the Holy Priesthood, according to the analogy of the Priesthood of Aaron, and of the Temple Worship at Jerusalem.  The second Priesthood of which the Apostle Peter speaks is to shew forth the virtues of Him who has Called us out of darkness into His marvelous Light. Its description is taken, as we have seen, from Exodus 19. It is a Chosen generation, a Holy nation, a Royal Priesthood. I only allude to the Melchisedec Priesthood to shew forth the character of a Royal Priesthood. Priests, among the Jews, drew near to God. God had purchased the people for Himself: they were to shew forth all His virtues, His praises, being adopted into His family (His world,) by the Lord Jesus Christ unto Himself. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will do this perfectly in the day of His glory, bring all of His Sheep to Himself, and not lose one. The Christian is Called to do it now in this world. That is, a Born Again Christian, a True Worshiper of God is to reproduce Christ Jesus in this world, which is the family of satan. The second part of a Christians Calling is his royal life, being made a royal, adopted into the King's Household.

1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;

Note:  Peculiar in the Greek means:  Possession, owned property, purchased property as a possession.



10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.



2 Corinthians 11:1-4

1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me.

2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.


Note:  What do the Southern Baptist need to relearn?  Even though, in the past they have been faithful and have not fainted.  They must return to their first love:  the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, repent, then do the first work . . .



Revelation 2:1-5

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.




Note:  As is repeated today many times in sports, we need to get back to the basics.  The Holy Bible it tells of the men of Issachar and they were noted for understanding their times. 


1 Chronicles 12:32
32And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment.


We need strong men in the Church today, to see this is what is needed for the Church as she moves forward, to return to their first love.


Revelation 2:1-5

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

The Work needed, the first works, are that of Preaching the Gospel, the True Gospel, unto Salvation.  In season and out of season.  There are ONLY two possibilities here:  either in season or out of season.  In other words:  ALL THE TIME, PREACH THE GOSPEL!  In season is when men are eager to hear the Word of God.  Out of season is when they despise and hate the Word of God.  It doesn't matter what season:  Preach the Gospel.  It's not about sacrificial giving.  It's not about growing false "churches" to stay number one.  It's about Preaching the True Gospel, and let the Holy Spirit do His job.


2 Timothy 4:2
2Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.


John 17:4
4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

Note:  “ . . . the work . . . ” Preaching the Gospel, Luke 7:1-22.
The Gospel of God, the Gospel of Christ, the Gospel Preached by the Apostles, called “My Gospel” or the Apostle's Gospel, called, “our Gospel,” by the Apostle Paul, Mark 1:1; Romans 1:1; Romans 1:16; Romans 2:16; Romans 15:16; Romans 15:19; Romans 15:29; Romans 16:25; 1 Corinthians 1:17; 1 Corinthians 4:15; 1 Corinthians 9:12; 1 Corinthians 9:18; 2 Corinthians 2:12; 2 Corinthians 4:4; 2 Corinthians 9:13-14; Galatians.

Acts 13:2
2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.


Acts 15:32-38

32 And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed them.

33 And after they had tarried there a space, they were let go in peace from the brethren unto the apostles.

34 Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there still.

35 Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

36 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do.

37 And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark.

38 But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work.

1 Thessalonians 5:9-28

9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.

11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.

12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;
13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves.

14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.

15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.

16 Rejoice evermore.

17 Pray without ceasing.

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

19 Quench not the Spirit.

20 Despise not prophesyings.

21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.

25 Brethren, pray for us.

26 Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.

27 I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren.

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.
Noble removed as NewSpring pastor
https://web.archive.org/web/20160711113937/http://www.independentmail.com/news/perry-noble-out-as-senior-pastor-at-newspring-church-3721f56e-e316-7466-e053-0100007f6011-386200841.html



Note:  ABC News has archived this story, and I cannot locate it, but I had copied the text of the story below.
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/carolina-megachurch-ousts-founder-senior-pastor-40477912?yptr=yahoo
However, the story is also reported here:  http://www.thestate.com/living/religion/article88754767.html
On Jan. 16, 2000, 115 people came to the first official Sunday service in the Sullivan Building at Anderson University.

By 2004, NewSpring was building the campus near Concord Road and S.C. 81 North in Anderson's north side. When the 2,460-seat auditorium was completed in 2006, membership soon doubled to 8,000 people.
In 2015, NewSpring's income was more than $64 million, according to an annual report posted on the church website.
NewSpring is affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention, but leaders of that organization have criticized Noble regarding the church's use of secular music. Noble's messages have also been controversial at times — including one last year in which he said the Ten Commandments were not commandments.
A similar controversy erupted in 2009, when the NewSpring house band opened the Easter service with the rock song "Highway to Hell."
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highway_to_Hell_(song)
AC/DC - Highway To Hell Lyrics
http://www.songlyrics.com/acdc/highway-to-hell-lyrics/
Ousted megachurch pastor preaches again – at Charlotte’s Elevation Church
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/living/religion/article131000889.html
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The Clouds of God:



Job 37:21
21And now men see not the bright light which is in the clouds: but the wind passeth, and cleanseth them.

Note:  Wind is representative of the Holy Spirit.




Psalm 68:34
34Ascribe ye strength unto God: his excellency is over Israel, and his strength is in the clouds.


Daniel 7:13
13I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.



Matthew 17:5
5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.


Matthew 24:30
30And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.


Matthew 26:64
64Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

Mark 9:7
7And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.




Mark 14:61-63

61 But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?

Note:  The Son of the Blessed, i.e.: the Son of God.  God is the Blessed One, and the Messiah is Son of the Blessed, Psalm 2:6-7; Psalm 72:18; Matthew 26:63; Romans 1:25; Romans 9:5.  The Messiah, the Christ, was clearly identified in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, as the Son of God, Psalm 2:6-7.  Another way to have written Mark 14:61:  Art thou the Christ, the Son of God?  See the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's response directly below . . . “ . . . I am: . . .” the Son of the Blessed, the Son of God.

62 And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

63 Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses?

Mark 9:7
7And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 

Luke 9:35
35And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.


Acts 1:9
9And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.


1 Thessalonians 4:17
17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.



Revelation 1:7
7Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

God receives the two witnesses . . .


Revelation 11:11-13

11 And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.

13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.


Revelation 14:15
15And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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