God as He is revealed in His Holy Word, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. He is all-wise and all-powerful. God the Father is perfect (perfect:  whole and complete, lacking nothing) and unchangeable. God the Father planned, in eternity, by His foreknowledge, to create a universe, and to people that universe with beings of His Own choice. God the Father planned in His mind the entire course of events throughout all of history, past, present, and future, and the persons who would act out these events, and having all things completely settled in His mind beforehand, He decreed all things that were to occur -- after the Counsel of His Own Will. 

The distinctions thus having been established in God the Father's Own Mind, He at one time, in one act of His Own Will, predestinated all things "according to the counsel of His will."  Ephesians 1:10-12 Predestination means to "deliberate beforehand" with ones self how one shall act, before an event occurs; and in consequence of such deliberation to constitute, fore-ordain, and predetermine where and when, how and by whom anything shall be done, and to what end it shall be done. Who else but God is able to both conceive and order all the happenings in time and eternity? It is made abundantly clear that men may not absolve themselves of evil because of God's eternal predestination of all things. God leaves all men with a freedom to will in the natural man, but their will, as Luther so eloquently put it, is in bondage to its sinful nature - therefore, unregenerated unrepentant children of the devil (the state which every single human is born) can and will only and always choose what is evil in the eyes of God.  Man by his natural (earthy will) always chooses self over God.  In the spiritual realm, God alone rules and does everything after the counsel of His own will.
2 Timothy 2:24-26

24And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
25In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

26And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Again, servant is not servant in 2 Timothy 2:24, but doulos, specifically, a male slave -- properly, someone who belongs to another; a bond-slave, without any ownership rights of their own.


The Reformation, was the greatest spiritual awakening since the days of the Apostles. The great Reformers, men such as: Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Knox, Ulrich Zwingli, William Farel, Theodore Beza and others. These Called men of God, True Worshipers, risked their lives to reassert the Foundational Principles of True Biblical Christianity as they with God's Word, the Holy Bible, and by God's Holy Spirit stood against the tyranny of Rome, the Roman Catholic "church". 


The Protestant Reformers insisted on:

•     Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone, the Holy Bible, is our absolute standard.)
•     Soli Deo Gloria (God’s Glory alone is Salvation’s ultimate goal.)
•     Solo Christo (The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth’s work alone saves sinners.)
•     Sola Gratia (God’s Grace alone brings Salvation.)
•     Sola Fide (Faith alone is the instrument of Salvation.)


The "modern 'church' is in apostasy, and" has surrendered much of the blood-bought treasures of the Reformation through:

•     emotional experientialism (Emotional, not realized by understanding or intellect, but by "emotions" or feelings; Experientialism is a term in psychology to describe using experiences to derive pleasure. This differs from materialism, which derives "happiness" from objects).  

To experientialists, dogmas and Doctrines are not that important (However, that false belief, though, is itself actually a "doctrine") as these conceptual formulations are merely shadows or echoes of the "deeper experience" one feels if they loose themselves in feeling and abandon their understanding. While experientialists are correct that the individual must have some kind of encounter with the one Triune God, the Holy Trinity, beyond that often referred to as “book knowledge,” one begins to trod upon dangerous ground when their "feeling or experience" becomes the ultimate criteria for judgment by stating that those having more intense experiences are somehow more in touch with the "cosmos" as in the case of certain meditation cults.

If "feelings or experience" itself is made the highest standard, abandoning the rational thought required by the Holy Bible to avoid confusion, the individual will end up not knowing whether or not he is being led into deception.  Therefore, we are Commanded to test . . . test to see if the one speaking has the Holy Spirit and Truth, or false information, denying Holy Scripture and the Triune God in the process.
1 John 4:1
1Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
•     intellectual superficiality (intellectual superficiality:  is a disdain for facts, and simplistic one-dimensionalism.  Most who call themselves Christians, live on the surface, like a water spider, but with fewer legs. Never understanding the depths of the Truth of Holy Scripture.  Not ever going there, but instead speak of the wonderful "feelings" they have on the surface, not understanding the depth of God's Truths, they therefore, are so easily sweep away by the next wind (backward or baffaling wind, not a forward wind representative of God and His Holy Spirit, but an evil spirit (demon, devil) under the prince of the power of air, satan.) that comes along. They are thus drawn away by every wind of Doctrine:  something with gusting, storm-like force, like someone bent in a particular direction.


Ephesians 4:14-24

14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

16From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

17This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 

18Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 

19Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 

20But ye have not so learned Christ; 

21If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 

22That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 

23And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

24And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Example of (backward or baffaling wind) . . .
1 Corinthians 14:9

9So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the
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 air.





Example of (backward or baffaling wind) . . .
1 Corinthians 14:6-12

6Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine? 

7And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped?
Note:  Even things that are not alive, such as a musical instrument:  a pipe or a harp . . . , if when they are played they don't give a distinct sound (one that is understood to give a warning, like a call to battle) how will you know what was given as a warning . . . .  Also, if you use a "bible" that does not give a clear meaning, how will you know to prepare yourself for battle?
8For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?
Note:  If, when the soldier should prepare himself for the battle, the trumpet should give a different sound to that which is ordinarily used on such occasions, the soldier is not informed of what he should do, and therefore does not arm himself; consequently, that vague, unintelligible sound of the trumpet, is of no use. 
9So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air. 
Note:  Likewise, except unless you speak words easy to be understood (clear, precise, not gibberish, not indistinct, or unclear which would cause confusion) how shall it be know what was spoken?  If you spoke words that WERE NOT easy to be understood (clear, precise, jibberish, indistinct, unclear, causing confusion) you would be speaking into the air.
10There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification
Note:  So many different languages, each of which has its distinct articulation, pronunciation, emphasis, and meaning; or there may be so many different nations, each possessing a different language, none are insignificant.  Signification in the Greek means:  without voice, silent, mute, speechless, without meaning.  (Either for good or bad)
 
11Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.
Note:  Unless I speak a language, a known language that someone understood, I shall appear to him, and he to me, as a person who had no distinct and articulate sounds which can convey any kind of meaning;  I would be to him, and he to me as a barbarian. This observation is very natural: when we hear persons speaking in a language of which we know nothing, we wonder how they can understand each other, as, in their speech, there appears to us no regular distinction of sounds or words.   Phoenicians, or Carthaginians, and their ancient language was no doubt in use among them at that time, though mingled with some Greek and Latin terms; and this language must have been unintelligible to the Romans and the Greeks. With these, as well as with other nations, it was customary to call those who did not speak your tongue (language) as barbarians, whose language they did not understand. 
12Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.
Acts 10:34-48
34Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 
35But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 
36The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) 
37That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 
38How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 
39And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 
40Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; 
41Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead. 
42And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 
43To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. 
44While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 
45And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Note: The circumcision was the Jews, here being Jewish converts to Christianity who did not believe the Gentiles were included in God’s plan of salvation until they saw the Gentiles, too, speak in a language that the Gentile converts to Christianity did not know or learn.  I first believed the Gentiles spoke Hebrew, but I believe what had happened was that those of the Circumcision, the Jews (Jews from other nations who had been converted hearing the Apostle's Preach at Pentecost, ) heard Gentiles converts to Christianity speak the Gospel to them as did the Apostle in their native language, thus confirming that the SAME Holy Spirit included the Gentile converts to Christianity.
46For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 
47Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 
48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.
Again, tongues was for a sign to the non-believers (at first those who did not believe -- the Jews) and those of the Jews who became Born Again believers at Pentacost after hearing the Gospel Preached, these Jewish Converts to Christianity, now saw that the Gentiles, too, were including by the evidence that the same Holy Spirit landed up them, that is the Gentiles, as evidence by their speaking in tongues (shown as evidence to the non-believers, the Circumcision, the Jews, new Converts to Christianity), as this same Holy Spirit had caused the Apostles at Pentecost to speak in tongues (their, the Circumcision, the Jews language and whatever language they had now known from their adopted country).  Speaking in tongues, some say, then is a sign that one has received the Holy Spirit, and that speaking in tongues is evidence of being Born Again.  Let's look at what the Holy Bible states, though.  It is a sign for who?  Not for them that Believe, those Born Again, but TO THEM that believe not -- the Jews, those of the Circumcision, who did not believe on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as God, and did NOT believe that the Gentiles, too, were part of God's redemptive plan.  A sign for them, the Jews, God had wrote in His Word by the Prophet that he would SPEAK TO THEM, the Jews, with men of other tongues . . .Over generations, these Jews that moved to other nations, ended up speaking the language of their nation.  The Apostles, spoke each of their languages to them. 
1 Corinthians 14:21-23

21In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. 

22Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 

23If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?
1 Corinthians 14:21
21" . . . With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; . . ."
God would speak to these people (His people, the Jews) . . . should be by another tongue - a foreign language from a distant land.  Since they refused to hearken to the messages which He sent to them, and which they regarded as adapted only to children, God the Father would teach them in a manner that should be "much more" humiliating; God the Father would make use of the barbarous language of foreigners to bring them to the True knowledge of God and His Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Stammering lips means:  to speak unintelligibly: especially to speak in a foreign language, or to stammer; and then to mock, deride, laugh at, scorn.

Isaiah 28:11-12
11For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. 
12To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.
Stammering lips . . . , the Hebrew for the word stammering lips is:  a buffoon; that is a foreigner -- mocker, stammering, barbarian.   The Jews have been taught, as children are taught to read, by God and His Prophets:  by precept upon precept, and taught to write by line upon line, a little here and a little there, a little of one thing and a little of another, that the variety of instructions might be pleasing and inviting,—a little at one time and a little at another, that they might not have their memories overcharged,—a little from one Prophet and a little from another Prophet, yet they will not learn . . .

God the Father taught the Jews so that one precept (Precept:  Law or Command) and line should be followed, and so enforced by another; the precepts of God's Justice must be upon the precept of piety, and the precept of charity upon that of Justice. It is necessary that the same precept and the same line should be often repeated and inculcated upon them, as by a wet nurse, one who weaned them from the breast, taught them as children, that they (we) may better understand the lessons taught, and the more easily recollect them when we have occasion for them. Teachers should accommodate themselves to the capacity of the learners, give them what they most need and can best bear, and a little at a time:  Deuteronomy 6:6; Deuteronomy 7:2.

Isaiah 33:19
19Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand.


Jeremiah 5:15
15Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the LORD: it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say.


Isaiah 36:11-12

11Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and speak not to us in the Jews' language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall. 

12But Rabshakeh said, Hath my master sent me to thy master and to thee to speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss with you?

Eliakim was the speaker:  Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants . . . speak in the Syriac language; which was somewhat different from the Hebrew, in which Eliakim spoke, and which was not understood by the common people, and for that reason desired:  for we understand it; or hear it; could hear it, so as to understand it; it being common in all courts; the Assyrian empire being very large, and so had been learned by these courtiers, for the sake of negotiation or commerce, when the common people had no concern with it, much like English is used today in many courts and commerce:  and speak not to us in the Jews' language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall; the Wall of the city, where the Commissioners were, who would not venture themselves out of the city, in the hands of so perfidious an enemy: and the men on the wall were such, who either were placed there to defend the city, and thus were were the soldiers, or people that were gathered together to see the Ambassadors of the King of Assyria, and to hear, as much as they could, what passed between them and the Ministers of Hezekiah; and as this speech of Eliakim's showed great submissiveness in praying and entreating Rabshakeh to speak to them in another language, and a mean abject spirit, in saying they were his servants, so a great degree of timorousness (timorousness:   expressing or suggesting timidity) in them, and diffidence (diffidence:  hesitant, in acting or speaking through lack of self-confidence) of the people, lest they should be terrified, and be for giving up the City at once into the hands of the enemy; this looks like a piece of bad policy, and some think that Shebna was the contriver of it, and the adviser to it, in order to give Rabshakeh a hint of their fears, and of the disposition of the people, and put him in higher spirits, and on railing the more, and thereby still work the more on the people's fears.

Rabshakeh said, hath my master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these words?  That is, to them only, that he should use a language only understood by them:  hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon the wall; and therefore it is proper to speak in a language which they understand, and to let them know that if they will not surrender up the city, but will attempt to hold out a siege, they must expect that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss with you? Suggesting that they must expect a close siege, which would not be broke up until the City was taken; the consequence of which would be such a famine, that they would be reduced to such extremities. The Jews have substituted other words in the margin, instead of those in the text, as more cleanly, and less offensive; for "dung" they put "excrement," and for "piss" they read "the waters of the feet"; and had we in our version put excrement and urine instead of these words, it would have been more decent, but we would be substituting our words for God's Word.


Proverbs 1:26-27

26I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; 

27When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.
Proverbs 17:5
5Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker: and he that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.


Psalm 2:4
4He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision.

Psalm 59:8
8But thou, O LORD, shalt laugh at them; thou shalt have all the heathen in derision.

Job 22:19
19The righteous see it, and are glad: and the innocent laugh them to scorn.
Here it means in a foreign or barbarous tongue; and the sense is, that the lessons which God the Father would teach would be conveyed to them through the language of foreigners - the Chaldeans (Chaldeans: Gentiles, evil, Babylonians). They should be removed to a distant land, and there, in hearing a strange speech, in living long among foreigners, they should learn the lesson which they refused to do when addressed by the prophets in their own land. The lesson, that Jehovah God alone is the God to be Worshiped and feared.  
It's about True Worship.  Who will you Worship?  Who will you fear as God alone, and keep His Commandments?


What was God trying to teach the Jews?  True Worship.

Deuteronomy 6:6-15

6And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 

7And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

8And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 

9And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 

10And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not, 

11And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full; 

12Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 
13Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name. 

14Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you; 

15(For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth.

Worship, and fear of the Lord:

Isaiah 28:9-16
9Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 

10For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: 
11For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. 

12To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. 

13But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken. 

14Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem. 

15Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: 

16Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.
1 Corinthians 14:21-23

21In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. 

22Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe. 

23If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?
The Jews were non-believers, first the Jews did not believe that the Lord Jesus Christ was God's Messiah, the very Son of God; second, as well, the Jews did not believe God had Chosen Gentiles also for Salvation, Eternal life.  When the Gentile converts to Christianity, spoke in tongues (plural tongues not a tongue) but a known language (probably Hebrew which they did not know, as they had come to Jerusalem to worship from a foreign land, or even in the Jews own native tongue or language) this speaking in tongues was a sign to the non-believers (To the Jews, some of who were at first non-believers, who became Born Again Believers, those who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ alone as their Savior, but who believed He came for the Jews only,) as the Gentiles too, spoke in tongues, a language they, these Gentile converts to Christianity did not know. Why? So that the Jews could see the same Holy Spirit, the same Power that caused the Apostles to Preach in languages that they did not know, was given to Gentiles also. How did Jews know they were speaking an unknown language, not just some jibberish? I believe, it was because these Gentile converts spoke Hebrew, which the Gentiles did not know or had not learned, or else, they too by the Holy Spirit spoke the language of the Jewish converts to Christianity, as the Apostles did during Pentecost, a language these Gentile converts to Christianity did not know.

Some of these Jews, when they heard the Apostles speak, couldn't understand them, so they declared they were babbling, or acting as though they were drunk.  God's message was not to them, but to those who were Called:
Acts 2:47
47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
Acts 2:1-15
1And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 

2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 

3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 

4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

5And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 

6Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 

7And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 

8And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 

9Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 

10Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 

11Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 

12And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 
13Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 

14But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 

15For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day.

Note:  Third hour of the day, from the way the Jews kept time, 09:00 A.M..
Furthermore, what the false-systems that teach speaking in a tongue is valid today, falsely teach also that speaking in a tongue is evidence of one being Born Again, since the Gentiles, too, spoke in tongues during the time of the Apostles.  Speaking in tongues was a SIGN for the non-believers -- Jews.  My question to those who practice this today is this: If the evidence of being Born Again is speaking in tongues, then why didn’t the 3,000 Jewish converts at Pentecost all start speaking in tongues? Answer: tongues were a sign to them. Period.  Speaking in tongues was not the evidence of being born again by these 3,000 Jewish converts, for by the same spirit both Jews and Gentile converts to Christianity are Born Again, the Elect of God, the True Worshipers:
1 Corinthians 12:13
13For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

The Circumcision are the Jews.  Not all Jews heard the Apostles speak in tongues, known language, but they heard something else, saying instead they were drunk.  Why?  They that heard not the language, the message was not to them.  God has always worked this way:

Acts 10:45-47

45And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

46For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 

47Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?
John 12:20-30

20And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast: 

21The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. 

22Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. 

23And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. 

24Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

25He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

26If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. 

27Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. 
28Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. 

29The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him. 

30Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes.
Some heard the voice from heaven, and said an Angel had spoken to him (those that were Called to believe).  Others who heard this voice from Heaven didn't understand at all someone was speaking, but instead they said, it thundered.  (It was noise to them, as they were not Called to believe).  God's Word is always ONLY to those who He has Called, those whom He has given Spiritual ears to hear His Truth:




Matthew 13:9-17

9Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
10And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 
11He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 
12For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 
13Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 

14And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 

15For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 
16But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 

17For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.
Romans 15:25-33
25But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. 
26For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 

27It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. 

28When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. 

29And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

30Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; 
31That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; 

32That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. 

33Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.
Acts 2:1-47
1And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
Note:  Wind here is the Holy Spirit.
3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
Note:  The cloven tongues were the emblem of the languages the Apostles were to speak. The cloven tongues pointed out the diversity of those languages; and the fire as an emblem and mark of the Holy Spirit proved to the all that this was a unique spiritual gift, and be the means of bringing light and life to the souls of men who should be Called by hearing them Preach the everlasting Gospel in those languages. Fire is here represented of the Holy Spirit of God:  Exodus 3:1-3, Exodus 19:16-20.
4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Note:  At the building of the Tower of Babel the language of the people was confounded; and, in consequence of this, they became scattered over the face of the earth: at this foundation of the Christian Church, the gift of various languages not ever learned by these men was given to the Apostles, that the scattered nations might be gathered; and united under One Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 
5And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.
Note:  We can understand Jews who were born in different countries, and had now come up to Jerusalem to be present at the Passover, and for purposes of traffic, or proselytes to Judaism, who had come up for the same purpose: for I cannot suppose that the term, devout men, can be applied to any other "religion," which is not of God. At this time there was scarcely a commercial nation under heaven where the Jews had not been scattered for the purpose of trade, merchandise, were persons now present at Jerusalem. 
6Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 

7And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? 

8And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 

9Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 

10Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 

11Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 

12And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 

13Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.
Note:  New wine, as there could be none in Judea so early as Pentecost. The new wine seems to have been a peculiar kind of wine, is that which distils from the grape before it is pressed. This must be at once both the strongest and sweetest wine. The ancients, and those of the Jews during the Lord Jesus Christ's time, had the secret of preserving wine sweet through the whole year, and sometimes mixing for their morning wine with honey for their morning draught, and were fond of taking morning drinks of it.  
14But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 

15For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 

16But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;
Note:  The prophecy which he delivered so long ago is just now fulfilled; and this is another proof that Jesus whom ye have crucified is the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 

17And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
Note:  The time of the Messiah; and so the phrase was understood among the Jews . . . in the last days.  See Hebrews 1:2.  
18And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:
Note:  The word prophesy is not to be understood here as implying the knowledge and discovery of future events; but signifies to teach and proclaim the great Truths of God, especially those which concerned redemption by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.   This properly means persons of the lowest condition, such as male and female slaves. As the Jews asserted that the Spirit of Prophecy never rested upon a poor man, these words are quoted to show that, under the Gospel dispensation, neither bond nor free, malefemale, is excluded from sharing in the gifts and Graces of the Divine Holy Spirit of God. 
19And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:

Note:  Both Prophets and Dr. Luke refer to the calamities that fell upon the Jews at the destruction of Jerusalem in 66 A.D. and 70 A.D, and the fearful signs and portents that preceded those calamities:  Skirmishes and assassinations over the land, and wasting the country with fire and sword.
Immediately after the tribulation, generally understand this, and what follows, of the end of the world and the Lord Jesus Christ's coming for Judgment: but the word immediately shows that our Lord is not speaking of any distant event, but of something immediately consequent on calamities already predicted: and that must be the destruction of Jerusalem. The Jewish heaven shall perish, and the sun and moon of its glory and happiness shall be darkened-brought to nothing. The sun is the religion of the Church, the very Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; the moon is the government of the secular state; and the stars are God's Ministers (Pastors) who are the judges and Doctors of the Christian faith of both.  Isaiah 13:10; ; Ezekiel 32:7-8.  

In the prophetic language, great commotions upon earth are often represented under the notion of commotions and changes in the heavens:  The fall of Babylon is represented by the stars and constellations of heaven withdrawing their light, and the sun and moon being darkened. Isaiah 13:9-10.  The destruction of Egypt, by the heaven being covered, the sun enveloped with a cloud, and the moon withholding her light. Ezekiel 32:7-8.  The destruction of the Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes, the little horn, is represented by casting down some of the host of heaven, and the stars to the ground. Daniel 8:9-17.  Therefore, this very destruction of Jerusalem is represented by the Prophet Joel, Joel 2:30-31, by showing wonders in heaven and in earth-darkening the sun, and turning the moon into blood. This general mode of describing these judgments leaves no room to doubt the propriety of its application in the present case. 
20The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and notable day of the Lord come:
Note:  The falling of stars, i.e. those meteors which are called falling stars by the common secular people, was deemed an omen of evil times.  The SUN is darkened when a total eclipse takes place, and that the MOON appears of a bloody hue in such circumstances. 
21And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
Note:  It is very remarkable to note that not a single Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusalem, though there were many there when Cestius Gallus invaded the City; and, had he persevered in the siege, he would soon have rendered himself master of it; but, when he unexpectedly and unaccountably raised the siege, the Christians took that opportunity to escape. 

Gaius Cestius Gallus (d. 67 AD) was the son of a consul in ancient Rome and himself a suffect consul in 42 A.D..  He was legate of Syria from 63 or 65 A.D.. He marched into Judea. He succeeded in conquering Beit She'arim "the new city" also called Bezetha, in the Jezreel Valley, seat of the Great Sanhedrin (Great Sanhedrin was the Jewish Supreme religious court) at the time, but was unable to take The Temple Mount.  During his withdrawal to the coast his army was ambushed near Beth Horon, and only succeeded in making good his escape to Antioch by sacrificing the greater part of his army and a large amount of war material.  Soon after his return Gallus died (before the spring of 67 A.D.), and was succeeded in the governorship by Licinius Mucianus.  The great anti-Christian Emperor Nero, who later committed suicide, appointed General Vespasian, the future Emperor, Titus Flavius Caesar Vespasianus Augustus instead to crush the rebellion.  In 70 A.D. after years of fierce fighting, Jerusalem fell to Emperor Vespasian.  In the end, thousands of Jews were killed and many towns destroyed by the Romans who successfully re-established control over Judea. The Romans retook Jerusalem in 70 A.D.. 
22Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 

23Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 

24Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. 

25For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 

26Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 

27Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 

28Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. 

29Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 

30Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 

31He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 

32This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 

33Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 

34For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 

35Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 

36Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

37Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 

38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Note:  Repentance:  The madness, which intimates that the whole life of a sinner is no other than a continued course of madness and folly: as they live in a constant opposition to all the dictates of True Wisdom given by God through His Word to man; whereas, unrepentant man continues to wage war with his own best interests in time and eternity; to provoke and insult the Holy, Just living God, Jehovah; and, by man's habitual sin, to prepare himself only for a state of misery, must be evidences of insanity, every sinner exhibits them plentifully. It was from this notion of the word, that the Latins termed repentance resipiscentia, a growing wise again, from re and sapere; or, according to Tertullian, Resipiscentia, quasi receptio mentis ad se, restoring the mind to itself: Contra Marcion, lib. ii. Repentance, then, implies then that a measure of Divine wisdom is necessary to be communicated to the sinner, and that a repentant man thereby becomes wise with a true understanding by God's Divine Will to the repentant man's Salvation. That his mind, purposes, opinions, and inclinations, are forever changed; and that, in consequence, there is a total change in his conduct. The repentant man then turns from self and from God to God by God's Will.  It need scarcely be remarked, that, in this state, a repentant man feels deep anguish of soul, because he has sinned against God, unfitted himself for Heaven, and exposed his soul to Hell. Hence, a true penitent has that sorrow, whereby he forsakes sin, not only because it has been ruinous to his own soul, but because it has been offensive to God the Father. 

" . . . and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."  You shall get the substance . . . Receive the baptism, in reference to the removal of sins, and ye shall receive the Holy Ghost, by whose agency alone the efficacy of the blood of the New Covenant, the New Testament is applied, and by whose refining power, the Power of the Holy Spirit, the heart is purified. It was by being baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth that men took upon themselves publicly the profession of True Christianity; and it was in consequence of this that the disciples (disciples:  learners) of the Lord Jesus Christ were called CHRISTIANS. 

39For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call.
Note:  The same promise given to you for eternal salvation is given to your children, that is God's plan for Salvation never changes.  The same promise that if one believes in their heart, and confesses with their mouth that Jesus is Lord SHALL BE SAVED.  Romans 10:12-14  The promise is also to those that are afar off . . . to the Jews wherever dispersed, and to all the Gentile nations; for, though the Apostle Peter had not as yet a formal knowledge of the Calling of the Gentiles, yet, the Holy Spirit of God, by which the Apostle Peter spoke, had undoubtedly this in view; and therefore the words are added, even as many as the Lord our God shall call, i.e. all to whom, in the course of God the Father's Providence and Grace, God the Father shall send the Preaching of Christ crucified. 
40And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 

41Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
Note:  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized . . . The word gladly signifies joyfully, readily, willingly, (euphoric wishing, hoping for a change, looking for a delightful turn of events) implies that they approved of the Doctrine of Grace thus delivered; that they were glad to hear of this way of Salvation; and that they began immediately to act according to its dictates. RECEIVED his word . . . the Greek Word received means:  "receive from," meaning those who joyfully, readily, willing, received from his word, having euphoric wished, hoping for this change, looking for this delightful turn of events, where God by His Messiah through His Grace would pardon their sins by His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and they would no longer be required to do continued sacrifices for their sins as under the Old Covenant, the Old Testament.

When a Jew had received Baptism in this name, that is, the Name of the Lord Jesus (which is the fullness of the Godhead) Colossians 2:8-12, from thenceforth the Jew was excluded from all communication with his fellow countrymen; and no man would have forfeited such privileges on his own, except that he had received a Calling from God the Father. This Baptism was a very powerful means to prevent their apostasy; they had, by being Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, renounced Judaism, and all the political advantages connected with it; and they found it indispensably necessary to make the best use of that Holy religion which they had received in its stead by the New Covenant, the New Testament. The Gentiles who received the Christian Doctrine were Baptized in the Matthew 28:19 "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:"; whereas the Jewish converts, for the reasons already given, were Baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus. 
42And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

43And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.
Note:  Now for several weeks past the Jews had a series of the most astonishing miracles wrought before their eyes; they were puzzled and confounded at the manner in which the Apostles Preached (Who were these men?  but uneducated fishermen!,)  who charged them with the deliberate murder of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, God's Messiah, and who attested, in the most positive manner, that He was risen from the dead, and that God the Father had sent down that mighty effusion of the Holy Spirit which they now witnessed as a proof of the Lord Jesus Christ' of Nazareth resurrection and ascension, and that this very man whom they had crucified was appointed by God the Father  to be the Judge of quick and dead. They were in consequences stung with remorse, and were apprehensive of the Judgments of God; and the wonders and signs continually wrought by the Apostles were at once proofs of the celestial origin of their Doctrine and their Calling and mission, and of the Jews own baseness, perfidy, and wickedness. 
44And all that believed were together, and had all things common;
Note:  " . . . were together"  the word signifies in one time, all several thousand meet together this once, Acts 2:1.
45And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 

46And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
Note:  They were present at all the times of public worship, and joined together in prayers and praises to God for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His amazing Grace; for it in not to be supposed that they continued to offer any of the sacrifices prescribed by the Law, as they understood the break that they had made from the Old Covenant into the New Convenant.
47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

Note:  " . . . such as should be saved."  Means to deliver out of danger and into safety; used principally of God rescuing Born Again Believers from the penalty and power of sin – and into His provisions (safety) those as should be delivered into God's safety (saved/rescued from destruction and brought into divine safety).  This means to make safe from the consequences of sin. If men had never sinned, they could not be saved, seeing they would be already safe with God, not separated from Him. Man, having sinned, are then saved when they are made safe from the consequences of their sins. This is done the moment in time when their sins are forgiven. At the very moment a penitent sinner obtains God's Grace, a full pardon is given, and he is, so far as his sin and the death it brings, is completely saved unto Eternal Life to liver forever in the presence of God the Father. The Lord God added to the Church daily such as should be saved.  The Apostle Paul uses the term in the same sense, which is past tense saved the moment one Believers, becoming a Born Again Believers, a True Worship, the Elect of God:
Titus 3:1-7
1Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work, 

2To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men. 

3For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 

4But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 

5Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

6Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

7That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
2 Timothy 1:9-12
9Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

10But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 

11Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 

12For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlJ0Yyol9wU&feature=related
1 Corinthians 1:18
18For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.



Example of (backward or baffaling wind) . . .
Acts 22:20-30

20And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him. 

21And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. 

22And they gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live.

Note:  Namely, that God had sent the Apostle Paul to the Gentiles: not that the Jews refused to preach the Law to the Gentiles, and make them proselytes; for this they were fond of doing, so that our Lord Jesus Christ says Matthew 23:15, they compassed sea and land to make a proselyte; but they understood the Apostle Paul as stating that God had rejected them, and called the Gentiles to be his peculiar people in their place; and this they could not bear, and they cried out, tore off their clothes, and threw dust into the air . . . 
23And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust into the air,
Note:  Casting off their clothes, their upper garment, in order to prepare to stone the Apostle Paul.  As by an evil spirit, a demon or devil, had overtaken them, they threw dust into the air:  In order to express their contempt, as Shimei had of King David, 2 Samuel 16:13.  Their throwing dust in the air was expressive of extraordinary rage and vindictive malice to the populaces. The Apostle Paul, being guarded by the Roman soldiers, was out of the power of the mob; and their throwing dust in the air not only showed their rage, but also their vexation that they could not get the Apostle Paul into their power.  This was pure bestiality, characteristic of a sadistic, uncontrollable mob.  One can only imagine the perplexity and concern of Claudius Lysias, the chief Captain. Twice in one day, there had been an awesome disturbance near the very shadow of Antonio; and the Apostle Paul was the center of both disturbances. He determined to get to the bottom of it.  Acts 21:17-40
Throwing dust into the air, was to pounce on the Apostle Paul like madmen, as they had on the Deacon Stephen:  Not wanting to hear another word from God, they stopped their ears!  Acts 7:57-58
24The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade that he should be examined by scourging; that he might know wherefore they cried so against him.
Note:  " . . should be examined by scourging:  This affords a glimpse of the brutal culture in which a "confession" was tortured out of any hapless wretch who happened to be accused or the center of any disturbance. For a description of this torture, as inflicted in those days.  
Recent archeological findings at Jerusalem have disclosed what may have been the scene of the punishment (of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth). It is a subterranean chamber, discovered by a Captain Warren, which is believe to be the site of Antonio - Pilate's Praetorium - "Antonio stands a truncated column, no part of the construction, for the chamber is vaulted above the pillar, with such a pillar as criminals would be tied to to be scourged. It cannot be later than the time of Herod."  If this is correct, then this is the same pillar where the Apostle Paul was bound; and there is something moving in the thought that here the great Apostle Paul was bound to the very device upon which our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth so shamefully suffered. 
25And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? 

26When the centurion heard that, he went and told the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman. 

27Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 

28And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born. 

29Then straightway they departed from him which should have examined him: and the chief captain also was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him. 

30On the morrow, because he would have known the certainty wherefore he was accused of the Jews, he loosed him from his bands, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear, and brought Paul down, and set him before them.
The "modern 'church' is in apostasy, and" has surrendered much of the blood-bought treasures of the Reformation through:
•     cultural adaptation -- gays and women "preaching or as deacons, with women now holding office over men in the Christian 'church'"
•     ecclesiastical idolatry
•     and other tragic failures 

Sense the enormous tragedy in Protestantism’s forfeiting her blessed heritage bought with the blood of the Saints for a mess of pottage, and it is doing this even without the pressure of Rome’s universal dominance and the tyrannical exercise of the Inquisition. What is worse, the contemporary 'church' has not only surrendered her blood-bought treasures, but has put herself back on the road to Rome, following after "mommy," the Great Whore, Babylon the Great. Men and brethren, what shall we do?
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