Mark 12:20-34

 20Now there were seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and dying left no seed. 

 21And the second took her, and died, neither left he any seed: and the third likewise. 

 22And the seven had her, and left no seed: last of all the woman died also. 

 23In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife. 

 24And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God? 

 25For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven. 

 26And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 

 27He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err. 

 28And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 

 29And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 

 30And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

 31And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. 

 32And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: 

 33And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 

 34And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question. 

Verse 33. And to love him with all the heart,.... That is, the one God, with a sincere hearty love and affection; and with all the understanding; of his being, perfections, and works, which will serve to draw the affections to him: this clause answers to that, "with all thy mind," in Mark 12:30; and with all the soul; with all the powers and faculties of it; and with all the strength a man has, or is given unto him; with all the vehemency and fervency of soul he is master of:  and to love his neighbor as himself; which are the two great commandments of the Law:  is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices; that is, more excellent in their nature, more acceptable to God, and more useful among men, than all the rituals of the ceremonial Law, than any sacrifice whatever: for the two words here used, "burnt offerings and sacrifices," include all offerings; as those which were wholly consumed upon the altar, and those of which part was given to the priests; and all sin offerings, meat offerings, and peace offerings, and whatever else. This man had now at least a different sense of things, from the rest of his brethren; who placed religion chiefly in the observance of the rituals of the Law, and the traditions of the elders; and neglected the duties of the moral Law, respecting and love toward God and their neighbor: things which are to be preferred and attended to, before any ceremonial institutions, and especially the inventions of men. This entirely agrees with the sense of the passage in Hosea 6:6. "For I desired mercy and, not sacrifice"; that is, willed and required, that men should show mercy to one another; or that everyone should love his neighbor as himself, and attend to this, rather than to the offering of any ceremonial sacrifice: this being more delightful and well-pleasing to God, than that: "and the knowledge of God"; of His unity, perfections, and Glory: "more than burnt offerings"; which were entirely devoted to Him: and it also agrees with the ancient sentiments of the people of God; so Samuel says to Saul, "Hath the Lord [as great] delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? behold, to obey [is] better than sacrifices, [and] to hearken, than the fat of rams," 1 Samuel 15:22.  And yet it may be observed, that there is some likeness between these things, burnt offerings and sacrifices, and the love of God and love to our neighbor; though the latter are greatly preferable to the former; true love to God being no other than the offering up of the soul, as a whole burnt offering to God, in the flames of love to Him; and love to the neighbor, and doing good by Him and communicating to Him alone, is a sacrifice well-pleasing to God. 

Verse 34. And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, . . . Thou art not far from the kingdom --- in other words -- close, but no cigar.  Wisely and prudently, as a man of sense and understanding; by taking in the several parts of our Lord's answer very distinctly, and reasoning upon them, and confirming them:

The Lord Jesus Christ said unto him, thou art not far from the kingdom of God: not meaning from heaven, and eternal life; nor by understanding the right and distinct notions of the above Commandments, nor even the performance of them by a sinful and imperfect creature, can neither give a man a title to, or introduce him into the heavenly glory, which is a pure gift of God's Grace alone; but the Lord Jesus Christ's sense is, that he was not far off from the Gospel dispensation (Dispensation:  a system of revealed commands and promises regulating human affairs; a particular arrangement or provision especially of providence or nature) and was in a fair way of entering into it by understanding the true meaning of it; his sentiments were very near to such, as one who would become a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, and embraced the Doctrines, and submitted to the ordinances of the Gospel state: since he preferred those things, which related to the knowledge of the being and perfections of God, to the love and Worship of God, and to the good of his neighbor; before the ceremonies of the Law which were quickly to be abolished, and make way for the setting up of the Kingdom of God, of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, in a more glorious and visible manner.

Indeed there are many persons, who seem not far off from the kingdom of God, in the other sense of the phrase, as it may respect eternal glory and happiness, who will never enter into it, that is never enter Heaven: there are many, too, that seem very devout and religions; who hear the Word, attend on all ordinances, join themselves with a Church, submit to Baptism, and sit down at the Lord's Table, and live a moral life and conversation, believing all the time they are saved and "in like flint" in other words they are guaranteed entrance to Heaven by all that they do by following the rules and knowing of Christian observances, and yet they are destitute of the Grace of God: yes, there are many who have clear notions of the Gospel message, and make a bright profession of it, and yet have no experience of the power of it upon their hearts, and have not the oil of Grace thereof: and even hold this profession to the end denying the very core Truths of the Gospel, even when clearly revealed in Holy Scripture, because they believe and hold on to a lie.  They have been taught that they alone have the power to come to God; that they alone decide their fate by their free will, that God would never override man's freedom to chose Him, and they come short of the kingdom and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ: such are almost Christians, but not altogether, they taste of the goodness of the Holy Spirit; they are virgins, but foolish ones; have lamps, but no oil; come as far as the door, but that is shut upon them.

Matthew 25:1-9

 1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

 2And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

 3They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 

 4But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

 5While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 

 6And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 

 7Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 

 8And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 

 9But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

10And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 

 11Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 

 12But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 

 13Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 

Oil is representative of the Holy Spirit.  The foolish virgins looked like the others.  They were all waiting for the Lord Jesus Christ to appear . . .  The foolish one's waited, not having the Holy Spirit, but thinking they would be accepted by God as they claimed His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  However, many do, but He has no claim on them as they were never Chosen by God, through God's Election to be in the Kingdom.  They are advised in verse 9 . . . but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.  Who are them that sell?  The True Preachers, those who Preach the Gospel.  They are told to buy for yourselves.  We must understand, that we cannot purchase our Salvation.  We cannot buy favor with God.  Nothing we can do can get us into Heaven by our own will.  Go to the Preachers that Preach the Truth of the Gospel, for there are not many of them.  Buy for yourselves . . . without money.

Isaiah 55:1-3

 1Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

 2Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 

 3Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

Matthew 7:21-23

 21Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Many believe that by some work, they are right with God.  Their "priest" tell them to say so many "hail Mary's, etc  . . . " to "pay penitence for their sin".  As though the work of the Lord Jesus Christ and the power of His blood at the Cross was not enough to satisfy God's wrath toward them.  They have to "pay" for their own sin as a work.  The Jews had the same problem, being in love with the Old system, the Dead System, the Old Testament.  They asked the Lord Jesus Christ what they had to do to do the works of God, to be right with God by their works.  The Lord Jesus Christ responded that it was not their works that made them right with God, but that God alone does the work in one's heart to cause one to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for Salvation, in order to enter into God's Kingdom in Heaven, in order to obtain Eternal Life.  This alone is God's work -- to make one right with God.  There is nothing at all that a man can do to be right with God.  Grace alone.

John 6:27-29

 27Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 

 28Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

 29Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

Mark 12:34

 34And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him any question.

. . . And no man after that durst ask Him any question; in any captious matter in order to ensnare Him; finding they could get no advantage, or occasion against the Lord Jesus Christ that way; thus, He silenced the Herodians, Sadducees, Scribes, and Pharisees.


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
