Leviticus 19:10-18

10And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God. 

 11Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another. 

 12And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD. 

 13Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him: the wages of him that is hired shall not abide with thee all night until the morning. 

 14Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumblingblock before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: I am the LORD. 

 15Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour. 

 16Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour; I am the LORD. 

Note:  talebearer:  As a slanderer, backbiter, or quarrel picker.  ". . . : neither shalt thous stand against the blood of thy neighbour . . ."  By either consenting to his death, or conspiring with the wicked to have him put to death.

 17Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him. 

 18Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.


Leviticus 19:18, ". . . but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: . . ."  the Hebrew word love is actually a verb form:  to love.  It is the Hebrew word:
Original Word: אָהַב
Transliteration: aheb
which means to love:  to have affection for or like your neighbor, as a friend
Again, verse 18 is proceeded by verse 17 which states, "Thous shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart, and verse 18 against the children of thy people  (those of the same place, city, or Kingdom,) today His Church -- (the Brethren which consist of those in every nation, tongue, and tribe) against those who belong to God, His Chosen, His Elect, True Worshipers.  However, wait, this is what the Law Commands, but to teach this brother love, or love one as to show affection as a friend toward one, not to hate them in your heart, even those not of God's children, the Lord Jesus Christ teaches further this Command of God after a Scribe, a Doctor of the Law ask the Lord Jesus Christ a question:


Luke 10:25-37

25And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

 26He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 

 27And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 

 28And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 

 29But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?

 30And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 

 31And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 

 32And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 

 33But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 

 34And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 

 35And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

 36Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 

 37And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.



We often wrong ourselves, even oppose ourselves, doing exactly the opposite of our character, but we soon forgive ourselves those wrongs, and they do not at all lessen our love to ourselves; in like manner we should love our neighbor. We must in many cases deny ourselves for the good of our neighbor.

As God has showed Mercy toward us, we carry that forward to others.  Yes, even non-believers.  This is brotherly love, that is not to hate them in your heart, but to have affection for or like your neighbor, as a friend.


Romans 13:10

10Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.


1 John 5:3

3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.


John 14:15

15If ye love me, keep my commandments.


John 14:23

23Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.


John 13:34-35

34A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.


Matthew 22:37-40

37Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

38This is the first and great commandment. 

39And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

The great I AM the Lord God; the Creator of all men, and who has Commanded them to love one another, and to whom alone vengeance belongs, and who expects obedience to the above Laws of His.

Again,
Romans 13:10
10Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.



Galatians 5:13-15
13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.


Again, neighborly love is not to hate in your heart, but to have affection for or like your neighbor, as a friend.

Now, we have this brotherly love, but there are different kinds of love.  Let's take a look at the love God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ has toward the Brethren, the True Worshipers, God's Elect, His Chosen, and this same loves is what Christians are to have toward other Christians -- the Brethren, as well as a general brotherly love.


Ephesians 6:23-24

23Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

24Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.

(Greek word used in Ephesians 6:23, love:
Original Word: ἀγάπη, ης, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: agapé
agápē – properly, love which centers in moral preference.  (agápē) focuses on preference; likewise the verb form (agapáō) in means "to prefer".  (agápē) typically refers to divine love (= what God prefers).  God shows preference or choice to love the Brethren).



1 Peter 1:22-23

22Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 

23Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

Here in 1 Peter 1:22, love of the brethren:

Original Word: φιλαδελφία, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: Philadelphia

Loving as a friend, as one would love a brother:  affection for the Brethren (fellow-believers).


1 Peter 3:1-9

 1Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; 

 2While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. 

 3Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 

(Note:  adorning, is the Greek word:
Original Word: κόσμος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: kosmos
literally, "something ordered") – properly, an "ordered system" -- a grouping of some sort.  Some group).  Whose kosmos (grouping of her hair) . . .

 4But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

 5For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: 

 6Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. 

 7Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 

 8Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: 

 9Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.


1 Peter 3:8
" . . . , be pitiful . . . "

Pitiful in the Greek:

Original Word: εὔσπλαγχνος, ον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: eusplagchnos
Phonetic Spelling: (yoo'-splangkh-nos)
Short Definition: tender-hearted, merciful
Definition: tender-hearted, merciful, compassionate.

Note:  Properly, the visceral organs meaning ("bowels") or to exercise positive gut-level sympathy (empathy, compassion.) As in:

Ephesians 4:32

32And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.


Philippians 2:1-3

 1If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 
Note:  Again, bowels . . . to exercise positive gut-level sympathy (empathy, compassion.)

 2Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
Note:  same love, agape love:  
(Greek word used in Ephesians 6:23, love, and in Philippians 2:2:
Original Word: ἀγάπη, ης, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: agapé
agápē – properly, love which centers in moral preference.  (agápē) focuses on preference; likewise the verb form (agapáō) in means "to prefer".  (agápē) typically refers to divine love (= what God prefers).  God shows preference or choice to love the Brethren).  We as True Worshipers are called to love the Brethren now, not just with Brother Love, Philidelphia, but with agapé love, the love of choice or preference.  To prefer.

 3Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.


Colossians 3:12-13

12Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 
Note:  Again, bowels . . . to exercise positive gut-level sympathy (empathy, compassion.)

13Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.


Isaiah 63:14-16

14As a beast goeth down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD caused him to rest: so didst thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glorious name. 

 15Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory: where is thy zeal and thy strength, the sounding of thy bowels and of thy mercies toward me? are they restrained? 

 16Doubtless thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, O LORD, art our father, our redeemer; thy name is from everlasting.

Note:  Again, bowels . . . to exercise positive gut-level sympathy (empathy, compassion.)




1 John 3:13-15

13Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 

14We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 

How is it that I now love strangers from another land, persons of different habits, distant countries, whom I have never known nor met, more intimately than members of my own family after the flesh? How is it that I have thoughts in common, objects infinitely loved in common, affections powerfully engaged, a stronger bond with persons whom I have never seen, than with the otherwise dear companions of my childhood? It is because, there is in them and in me, a source of thoughts and affections which is not human the same nature, shared between us as in Christ Jesus. Yes, God is in us by His seed, the Holy Spirit which He placed there thus causing our New Birth, being Born Again into a better family, a spiritual family united in love one toward another. God dwells in us. What happiness! What a bond ! Does He not communicate Himself to our very soul, our Spirit? Does He not render it conscious of His presence in love in us? Assuredly, yes. Therefore, if He is thus in us, the blessed source of our thoughts, as Light, Truth, Love -- in and by His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, can there be fear, or distance, or uncertainty, with regard to what He is or the distance between us who Believe, those Born Again? None at all. God the Father's love in and to us is perfect (perfect - whole or complete) in us by His Holy Spirit. 

15Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.


1 John 3:14
" . . . , because we love the brethren. . . ."
Love here is the Greek word:
Original Word: ἀγαπάω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: agapaó
Phonetic Spelling: (ag-ap-ah'-o)
Short Definition: I love
Definition: I love, wish well to, take pleasure in, long for; denotes the love of reason, esteem.  Properly, to prefer, to love; for the Believer, preferring to love and to "live through Christ", i.e. embracing God's Will (choosing His choices) and obeying them through His power. (agapáō) preeminently refers to what God "prefers to show His love toward" as He "is love".  "To love" means actively doing what the Lord "prefers," with Him (by His power and direction). True ("love or loving") is always defined by God – as a "discriminating affection which involves choice and selection".


As in:

1 John 4:9

9In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

Note:  manifested, means:  I make clear, to make visible (visible, manifest), make known.

(Note:  world, is the Greek word:
Original Word: κόσμος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: kosmos
literally, "something ordered") – properly, an "ordered system" -- a grouping of some sort.  Some group).



1 John 4:10

10Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

Definition: I love, wish well to, take pleasure in, long for; denotes the love of reason, esteem.  Properly, to prefer, to love; for the Believer, preferring to love and to "live through Christ", i.e. embracing God's Will (choosing His choices) and obeying them through His power. (agapáō) preeminently refers to what God "prefers to show His love toward" as He "is love".  "To love" means actively doing what the Lord "prefers," with Him (by His power and direction). True ("love or loving") is always defined by God – as a "discriminating affection which involves choice and selection".

1 John 4:10
Greek word:  propitiation
Original Word: ἱλασμός, οῦ, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: hilasmos
Phonetic Spelling: (hil-as-mos')
Short Definition: a propitiation, atoning sacrifice
Definition: a propitiation (to God who is angry), an atoning sacrifice.  An offering to appease (satisfy) an angry, offended party (God).  Here, as the propitiation, the atoning sacrifice, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was to be an expiator:  to put an end to:  a : to extinguish the guilt incurred by sin, b : to make amends for.


1 John 4:10

10Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.


The full scope of this principle and all the force of its Truth are stated and demonstrated in that which follows. It is striking to see how the Holy Spirit, in an Epistle which is essentially occupied with the life of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit's fruits in us, gives the proof and full character of love in that which is wholly without ourselves. Nor can anything be more perfect than the way in which the love of God is here set forth, from the time it is occupied with our sinful state till we as God's Elect, Born Again Believers, stand before the Judgment-seat to receive our reward. True Worshipers, Born Again Believers are not under condemnation, Romans 8:1, thus our Judgment (Judgment:  a formal utterance of an authoritative opinion, an opinion so pronounced) is for our reward.  God the Father has thought of all: love towards us as sinners, and in us as His Saints:


1 John 4:12

 12No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.


. . . with us as perfect in our condition in view of the Day of Judgment:


1 John 4:17

17Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.


In the first verses, the love of God is manifested in the gift of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; first, to give us life-when we were dead (spiritually); secondly, to make an atonement, as a propitiation-when we were guilty. Our whole case is taken up. In the second of these verses the great principle of Grace, what love is, where and how known, is clearly stated in words of infinite importance as to the very nature of Christianity.

1 John 4:10

10Herein is love, not that we have loved God (that was the Principle of the Law), but in that He has loved us, and has given His Son to make propitiation for our sins. Here, then, it is that we have learned that which love Truly is. It was perfect (perfect- whole or complete) in Him, God the Father, when we had no love for Him; perfect in Him in that He exercised it towards us when we were in our sins, perfect in Him when He sent His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to be the atonement, and the propitiation for the sins of His Elect, those Born Again. The Apostle John then affirms, no doubt, that he who loves NOT knows not God. The pretension to possess this love is judged by this means; but in order to know love we must not seek for it in ourselves, but seek it manifested in God when we had none. God the Father gives the life which loves (by His Holy Spirit,) and He has made atonement for and the propitiation for our sins when we were unable to come to Him, dead in our trespasses and sins, with a stony, dead, cold heart toward God and His Truth, His Word, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Now, with regard to the enjoyment and the privileges of this love:  if God has so loved us (this is the ground that He takes and Commands) we ought to love one another (mutual, one another, (love the other not solely ourselves) the Brethren).

No one has ever seen God: if we love one another, God dwells in us. His presence, Himself dwelling in us, rises in the excellency of His nature above all the barriers of circumstances, and attaches us to those who are His. It is God in the power of His nature which is the source of thought and feeling and diffuses itself among them in whom this love is manifested. One can understand this. How is it that I love strangers from another land, persons of different habits, whom I have never known, more intimately than members of my own family after the flesh? How is it that I have thoughts in common, objects infinitely loved in common, affections powerfully engaged, a stronger bond with persons whom I have never seen, than with the otherwise dear companions of my childhood? It is because there is in them, and in me, a source of thoughts and affections which is not human? Yes.  God is in it. God dwells in us. What happiness! What a bond ! Does He not communicate Himself to our very Spirit He has placed in us? Does He not render it conscious of His presence in love ? Assuredly, yes.  Therefore, if He is thus in us, the blessed source of our thoughts, can there be fear, or distance, or uncertainty, with regard to Who He is or what He is to us? None at all. His love is perfect in us. We know Him as love in our souls, our very Spirit: the second great point in this remarkable passage, the enjoyment of Divine love in our very soul.

The Apostle John has not yet said, 1 John 4:13 "13Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit." He will say it now. Therefore, if the love of the Brethren is in us, God dwells in us.


When it is in exercise, we are conscious of the very presence of God, as His perfect (perfect- whole or complete) love in us. It fills the heart, and thus is exercised in us. Now this consciousness is the effect of the presence of His indwelling Holy Spirit, as the source and power of life and the very nature, now in us who are Born Again. God the Father has given us, not here "his Spirit"--the proof that the Holy Spirit dwells in us, but "of his Spirit;" we participate by His presence in us in Divine affection through the Holy Spirit, and thus we not only know that He dwells in us, but the presence of the Holy Spirit, acting in a nature which is that of God in us, makes us conscious that we, too, dwell in Him. God the Father is the infiniteness and perfection of that which is now in us, His Holy Spirit and with that God's very nature which is love toward His family (world).


The heart rests in this, and enjoys Him, and is hidden from all that is outside Him, in the consciousness of the perfect (perfect- whole or complete) love in which (thus dwelling in Him) one finds oneself. The Holy Spirit makes us dwell in God, and gives us thus the consciousness that He dwells in us. Thus we, in the savour (savour- a distinctive quality) and consciousness of the love that is now in us, can testify of that in which it was manifested beyond all Jewish limits, that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world (His Family, both Jew and Greek or Gentile), not just to the Jews.



1 John 3:24

24And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.



1 John 4:16

16And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.




1 John 3:17

17But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?
Note:  Again, bowels . . . to exercise positive gut-level sympathy (empathy, compassion.)


1 John 4:14-16

14And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

(Note:  world, is the Greek word:
Original Word: κόσμος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: kosmos
literally, "something ordered") – properly, an "ordered system" -- a grouping of some sort.  Some group).
 
15Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 

16And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

There are many who do not confess that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is God . . . of the same nature as God, as the very Son of God.  Whole so called "religions" which claim Christianity, such as Jehovah Witness claim that the Lord Jesus Christ IS NOT God.  They confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is NOT Immanuel, God with us.


1 John 4:1-4

 1Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 

 2Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 

 3And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 

 4Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.


2 John 1:6-8

6And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. 

Note:  The Commandment they had heard from the Lord Jesus Christ and  from the beginning of the Apostles Preaching, that they love one another (the Brethren) as He, the Lord Jesus Christ had loved them).

7For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

8Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.



Isaiah 7:14-16

 14Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 15Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 

 16For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.



Isaiah 8:7-9

7Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: 

8And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel. 

9Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth becomes personally a stumbling-stone to non-believing Israel. In consequence of these verses, the testimony of God here by the Prophet Isaiah is deposited exclusively in the hands and the hearts of His Apostles, His disciples, and God's Elect remnant. God the Father hides His face from Jacob (Israel); but, according to the Spirit of Prophecy, this remnant waits for Him and seeks Him Whom they did not know.


John 1:10-27

10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 

 11He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 

 16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 

 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

 18No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

 19And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 

 20And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 

 21And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 

 22Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 

 23He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 

 24And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 

 25And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 

 26John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; 

 27He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth becomes personally a stumbling-stone to non-believing Israel. In consequence of these verses, the testimony of God here by the Prophet Isaiah Isaiah 8:7-9 is deposited exclusively in the hands and the hearts of His Apostles, His disciples, and God's Elect remnant. God the Father hides His face from Jacob (Israel); but, according to the Spirit of Prophecy, this remnant waits for Him and seeks Him Whom they did not know.

Meanwhile the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and the children whom Jehovah God has given Him are for signs to the two houses of Israel:


Romans 11:1-8

 1I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

 2God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel saying, 

 3Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 

 4But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 

 5Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 

 6And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

 7What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 

 8(According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day.

Those of Israel who reject the stone, which is the Head, cornerstone,  are in rebellion and anguish in Immanuel's land they are given up to desolation. 

Psalm 118:22
22The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.

Matthew 21:42
42Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?

Mark 12:10
10And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner:

Luke 20:17
17And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner?

Acts 4:11
11This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.

1 Peter 2:7
7Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth becomes personally a stumbling-stone to non-believing Israel. In consequence of these verses, the testimony of God here by the Prophet Isaiah Isaiah 8:7-9 is deposited exclusively in the hands and the hearts of His Apostles, His disciples, and God's Elect remnant. God the Father hides His face from Jacob (Israel); but, according to the Spirit of Prophecy, this remnant waits for Him and seeks Him Whom they did not know.

Nevertheless this distress is not like the former ravages of the Assyrians, because the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, having appeared, has taken in His hand the cause of His people, according to the Counsels of God. The Spirit of Prophecy passes at once, as is constantly the case, from His (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's) appearance as Light into the midst of their darkness, to the results of the deliverance which He will accomplish in the last days. The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ was a mystery hid in God, and not the subject of Prophecy or promise known by the Jews who were blinded in their sin. The yoke of the Assyrian being broken, all the brightness of the Glory of the Divine Person of the Messiah, God's Anointed, God's Beloved, God's Only Begotten Son, shines out in the blessing of His people.


John 15:12

12This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.


John 15:17

 17These things I command you, that ye love one another.


Romans 13:8

 8Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.



1 Thessalonians 3:12-13

12And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you: 

 13To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.



1 John 3:23

23And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.


1 John 4:7

7Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

Deuteronomy 8:5; 2 Samuel 7:1-15; Job 5:17-18; Psalm 94:11-13; Psalm 118:18-25; Proverbs 3:11-12; Proverbs 13:24; Proverbs 19:18; 1 Corinthians 11:31-32; Hebrews 12:5-11; Revelation 3:19


Hebrews 12:5-11

5And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 

6For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

7If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?
8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.
9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?
10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.
11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.


Note:  Chasteneth and scourgeth are endured by the Saints of God who are God's children, for we know that in this we are His Sons, His Children.  In these, we know God does this to discipline, correct, teach us, not for hurt.  We don't fear Him, but understand that as a loving Father such is for our correction to refine us, to bring us to walk in the paths of Righteousness all our days.  This is true of our own children when we have spanked them, corrected them, disciplined them.

The world (satan's family) believe that spanking done by a loving parent is abuse or just "hitting."  In that way, they believe the parent is teaching "violence," as the child is hurt.  Nonsense.  If a child touches a hot stove, the child is hurt, but the child doesn't learn violence from the experience.  The child does, though, learn respect for the stove.  (<:)



1 John 4:11-12

 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 

 12No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.


2 John 1:5

 5And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.


Now in love there is no fear; instead there is confidence. If I am sure that a person truly loves me, I do not fear him. If I am only desiring to be the object of his affection, I may fear that I am not so, and may even fear then within myself that I am not good enough to receive his love.  Nevertheless, this fear would always tend to destroy my love for him, and my desire then to be loved by him.

There is incompatibility between the two affections -- for there is no fear in True love. Perfect love then banishes fear; for fear torments us, and torment is not the enjoyment of love. He therefore who fears does not know perfect (perfect-whole or complete) love. What does it mean by "perfect love"? It is that which God is, and which He has fully displayed in His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and given us to know and to enjoy by His presence in us, so that we dwell in Him. The positive proof of its complete perfectness is that we are such as the Lord Jesus Christ is toward His Father. It is manifested (manifested -- made known) towards us, perfected in us, and made perfect with us. That which we enjoy is God, who is love, and we enjoy Him by His being in us, so that love and confidence are in our hearts, and we have rest for our souls, our Spirit. That which I know of God is that He is love, and love to me, and nothing else but love to me, because it is Himself Who is so, and He sent His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ to die as a atonement, propitiation for my sins. Therefore there is no fear. If we inquire practically into the history, so to speak, of these affections, if we wish to specify the relationship in which our hearts find themselves with God in regard to this, here it is: 1 John 4:19 "We love him because he, first loved us." It is Grace alone, which is God's free gift toward usward who He Called, His Elect, those Born Again.  It, therefore, must be Grace alone, because it is God Who always is to be Glorified . . . 

Matthew 6:13

13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.


We possess the nature of God, by His Holy Spirit; consequently we love, because we are born of Him, and we know Him, and He is love. The manifestation of His love towards us in Christ Jesus is the proof of that love; it is thus . . . that we know it. We enjoy it by dwelling in it, that is His love. It is our present life in the love of God by the presence of His Spirit in us; the enjoyment of that love by our communion with Him, in that God dwells in us, and we thus dwell in Him. His love is perfected (perfected -- made whole or complete) with us; the perfection of that love, viewed in the place that it has given us in view of Judgment-we are, in this world  (satan's family,) such as was the Lord Jesus Christ, in the world (satan's family) . . . but not of the world (satan's family). This is not our home, the earth, satan's family.  Our home is in the Heaven.  Here, we are only aliens.  God's love thus is fully perfected (perfected - made whole or complete) with and in us. Love to the Brethren, communion, perfection before God, give us the moral and characteristic elements of that love -- what this True love is in our relationship with God.

When the Apostle John speaks of the manifestation of this love, he does not go beyond the fact that one who loves is born of God. The nature of God (which is love) being in us, he who loves knows Him, for he is born of Him -- has His nature and realizes what it is in him that is different from the world (satan's family).

It is that which God has been with regard to the sinner which demonstrates His nature of love. After wards, that which we learned as sinners we enjoy as Saints, God's perfect (perfect - whole or complete) love. The perfect love of God is shed abroad in the heart, and we dwell in Him. As already with the Lord Jesus Christ in this world, and as He is, fear has no place for perfect (perfect -- whole or complete) love casteth out fear in one to whom the love of God is a dwelling-place, and in Whom we have our rest.


1 John 4:18

18There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.


As already with the Lord Jesus Christ in this world, and as He is, fear has no place for perfect (perfect -- whole or complete) love casteth out fear in one to whom the love of God is a dwelling-place and in Whom we have our rest.


Matthew 11:27-29

27All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 

 28Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.


The Apostle Paul gives us a further definition of love.  The Greek word defined here for charity is agape love, the love of choice or preference, to 
prefer:

Note:  same love, agape love:  
(Greek word used in Ephesians 6:23, love, and in Philippians 2:2:
Original Word: ἀγάπη, ης, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: agapé
agápē – properly, love which centers in moral preference.  (agápē) focuses on preference; likewise the verb form (agapáō) in means "to prefer".  (agápē) typically refers to divine love (= what God prefers).  God shows preference or choice to love the Brethren).  We as True Worshipers are called to love the Brethren now, not just with Brother Love, Philidelphia, but with agapé love, the love of choice or preference.  To prefer.



1 Corinthians 13:1-10

 1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 

 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 

 3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 

 4Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 

 5Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 

 6Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 

 7Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 

 8Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

Note:  prophecies, additional prophecies outside of those now revealed in God's Holy Word, the Holy Bible, shall fail, tongues shall cease the same way as the others here shall cease (when the Holy Bible was completed)  . . . whether there be knowledge (additional knowledge such as in visions and dreams or supposed words of knowledge spoken to men) outside of those now revealed in God's Holy Word, the Holy Bible shall vanish away . . . as opposed to God and His Word, and the Words of the Lord Jesus Christ that shall never vanish away or pass away. Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31, and Luke 21:33.

9For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

10But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away

Note:  (When the perfect is come (perfect:  whole or complete Holy Bible was written or completed with the Book of Revelation,) then that which is in part:  prophecies, tongues, knowledge outside of or beyond that which was to be written down in God's Holy Word, the Holy Bible, was to:  fail, cease and vanish away).


Romans 13:10

 10Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.



Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
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