Revelation 13:11-18

11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.

12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.

13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,

14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:

17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.

18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.


Original Word: χάραγμα
Part of Speech: Noun, Neuter
Transliteration: charagma
Pronunciation: khä'-räg-mä
Phonetic Spelling: (khar'-ag-mah)
Definition: Mark, stamp, engraving
Meaning: sculpture; engraving, a stamp, sign.


Sign--A motion or gesture by which a thought is expressed or a command or wish made known.
2:a a mark having a conventional meaning and used in place of words or to represent a complex notion

6a: something material or external that stands for or signifies something spiritual
  b: something indicating the presence or existence of something else


Symbol--Something that stands for or suggests something else by reason of relationship, association, convention, or accidental resemblance especially--A visible SIGN of something invisible.  Example, the lion is a symbol of courage.  A 'peace symbol' stands for absence of war or conflict.


So, a symbol is a visible SIGN of something invisible . . .  The Roman Catholic Sign of the Cross -- is a sign and a symbol.  The symbol is SUPPOSED to stand for the Crucifixion on the Cross At Calvary of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The sign, unique to the Roman Catholic 'church' is an invisible UPSIDE DOWN CROSS which is known worldwide as the 'The Sign of the Cross' and identifies Roman Catholics, satanic images of the Vatican.  It is an UPSIDE DOWN CROSS but is presented to the world that it represents the Cross and is a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ suffering and death.  Upside down crosses ARE NOT Christian!  Upside down crosses were used for many centuries prior to Christianity and were pagan -- part of the Occult, witchcraft.  So the Roman Catholic "Sign of the Cross is unique to the Roman Catholic 'church' but is pagan, like the pretty 'vestments' their so called 'priest' wear.  https://www.alemattec.com/Movie_Most_Important.htm 

Mark in the Greek means:  Mark, Stamp, Engraving, Sculpture, Sign.  A sign is a motion or gesture . . . Properly, an engraving (etching); (figuratively) a mark providing undeniable identification, like a symbol giving irrefutable connection between parties.

The term "charagma" primarily refers to a mark or stamp, often used to denote ownership or authenticity. In the New Testament, it is most famously associated with the "Mark of the Beast" in the Book of Revelation, symbolizing allegiance to the Antichrist and opposition to God.


Revelation 22:3-5

3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:

4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.

5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.


We have read of the sealing of the servants of God in their foreheads, Revelation 7:3, and we shall hear of it again Revelation 22:4.  The power of evil also has its mark or stamp. As slaves received a brand or mark in their flesh, betokening to whom they belonged, so in the spiritual conflict there is on the side of good those that receive God's mark in their foreheads, and of evil a brand or mark received in the foreheads of those who follow the beast, satan, the antiChrist, Revelation 13:17; Revelation 16:2; Revelation 14:11.
However, those that refuse the mark of the beast do so as God has sealed them in their foreheads.  Those that accept the mark of the beast rebel against God and worship the beast, the antiChrist.  So, we must search the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, and study, 2 Timothy 2:15.  Study both the Holy Bible and what those who came before us have seen and understood, and have helped revealed for us, giving us insight as they help light the way.  God placed these men in time to help be our guides.  Our paths lighted by those that came before us sent by God to help light the way through the mysteries of the Bible; mysteries upon mysteries as they are revealed by God to us who worship God and refuse to worship the beast. So, our spiritual forefathers who searched the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, and sought to warn those of their time and down until today us—provide us with knowledge and wisdom of who the beast, and his mark is -- https://www.alemattec.com/Before (And After) The Protestant (Protestant Means To Protest) Reformation; This Is What Protestant Preachers Taught Regarding The Antichrist! October 4, 2015.pdf.
The Apostle Paul spoke of such marks in his own body that proved him a slave of Jesus Christ, Galatians 6:17. In the same way the subtle false prophet:  that old serpent, satan, lucifer, the devil, the abettor of world-power, seeks to impress a mark on all, on the penalty of complete social exclusion without the ability to buy or sell. It is utterly unnecessary to take this brand of evil literally, any more than we took the Seal of Christ literally or outwardly upon our body. That seal we understood as spiritual, in the faith and in the character; this evil brand we must interpret in like manner.  We read of more than a mark here: we read of a “name,” and the “number of a name.” 

Using lying wonders, i.e:  pretended miracles. Also, using at the same time severe censures. By allowing none to enjoy natural or civil rights, who will not worship that beast (the papacy) -- which is the image of the pagan beast, pagan Rome. This worship of that which is NOT God is made a qualification for buying and selling, as well as for places of profit and trust, that they oblige themselves to use all their interest, power, and endeavor, to forward the dominion of the beast, which is meant by receiving his mark. To make an image to the beast, whose deadly wound was healed, would be to give form and power to his worship, or to require complete obedience to his commands. To worship the image of the beast, implies being subject to those things which stamp the character of the picture, and thus render it the image of the beast. The number of the beast is given, so as to show the infinite wisdom of God, and to exercise the wisdom of men. The number is the number of a man, computed after the usual manner among men, and it is 666.
https://www.alemattec.com/The-papacy,-The-'pope,'-The-'Man-Of-Sin,'-The-Number-Of-His-Name--Six-Hundred-Threescore-And-Six,-i.e.--666.htm

Those who were obliged to receive the mark in the right hand seem to be the the satanic Roman Catholic Clergy, such who have entered into the unGodle 'holy orders' who lifted up their right hand, and swore and vowed allegiance to the 'pope'.  With this Oath they testified they were ready to defend and support the beasts satanic religion and interest.  In their Ordination are said to have "An indelible character impressed on them."  Thus, they have received a mark in their foreheads – as do the common people in general, who one and all have the same impressed image upon them; which may further include "The Sign Of The Cross Place Upon Them In Baptism," or rather their open confession of the satanic Popish religion, which they thus publicly avow and declare as if it had been written in, on their foreheads. 

Therefore, as you see below, their consecrated oil, by which in the "Ordinance (as they call it) Of confirmation" they make servants for themselves, the persons and doings of men claiming to be Holy and of God, but are satan's ministers unHoly and twisted and foul, 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 transforming themselves into an “angel of light”  – signing them in their forehead and hands. They make the Sign left by The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ( *** see below), and the True Ordinance of Baptism useless.  Whom the Lord Jesus Christ has joined to Himself, as signified by true water Baptism (submersion,) this beast challenges with his greasy 'consecrated oil,' which he does not hesitate to prefer over true water Baptism, both in authority and value.  The satanic Roman Catholic 'priest' uses a fake sprinkling of a baby to claim it is Baptized, then gets rid of the true Ordinance of Baptism Commanded By The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, https://www.alemattec.com/Water-Baptism--Immersion-VS.-Sprinkling,-January-18,-2024.doc, by replacing it with their satanic 'oily Confirmation'.

*** Revelation 7:2-3
2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,

3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.

Note:  Trees are representations of a man, https://www.alemattec.com/Men as Trees.doc.



Chrism

Mixture of olive oil and balsam blessed by a bishop; used in certain sacraments and in certain ecclesiastical functions
https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/chrism

Chrism, a mixture of oil of olives and balsam, blessed by a bishop in a special manner and used in the administration of certain sacraments and in the performance of certain ecclesiastical functions. That chrism may serve as valid matter for the Sacrament of Confirmation it must consist of pure oil of olives, and it must be blessed by a bishop, or at least by a priest delegated by the Holy See. These two conditions are certainly necessary for validity; moreover it is probable that there should be an admixture of balsam, and that the blessing of the chrism should be special, in the sense that it ought to be different from that which is given to the oil of the sick or the oil of catechumens. (Cf. Lehmkuhl, Cas. Cons. II, n. 102.) 

The mark in the right hand and forehead (NEED NOT MEAN A PHYSICAL MARK) implies the prostration of bodily and intellectual powers to the beast's domination. "In the forehead by way of profession of their faith in him; in the hand with respect to doing his work and service" [Augustine].

His mark was nothing else but either the profession of his faith and religion, or a vowed subjection to his commands, using the "Sign Of The Cross" 51 Times During Their satanic Mass, which we know is the practice of the papacy where it obtaineth in any country. 

Nothing in the Church is begun, carried out, or completed, without the sign of the cross. It is used in innumerable blessings and ceremonials of the Church.  At Mass alone it is used fifty-one times.  The sign of the cross is the most common way of confessing our faith. By it we can know Catholics from non-Catholics. It is believed that it had its origin in apostolic times.



Quoted Directly From My Catholic Faith
Copyright, 1949, 1955, 1956, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1963 by Louis LaRavoire Morrow
International Copyright Under International Copyright Union.  All rights Reserved Under Pan-American Copyright Convention.  Printed, in the United States Of America.
https://www.alemattec.com/My%20Catholic%20Faith,%201949.pdf#page=398
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https://www.alemattec.com/The-Roman-Catholic-'Sign-Of-The-Cross'-Is-Uniquely-Roman-Catholic;-Unique-To-The-satanic-Roman-Catholic-'church'.htm

https://www.alemattec.com/_picture_ . . .V and U are interchangeable Latin letters used along with Roman Nvmerals . . . .htm

https://www.alemattec.com/The-papacy,-The-'pope,'-The-'Man-Of-Sin,'-The-Number-Of-His-Name--Six-Hundred-Threescore-And-Six,-i.e.--666.htm

https://www.alemattec.com/Man of Sin revealed . . . Vicar of Christ, Vicar of the Son of God, Vicarious Christi, antiChrist, 'pope' of Rome, the Papacy . . . .doc


I believe a Preacher, Alexander MacLaren, In his Sermon expresses the whole of having the Mark of your owner, so I'm listing His explanation here from one of his Sermons:

Alexander MacLaren on the Apostle Paul's Letter To The Galatians 6:17-18.

THE OWNER’S BRAND

Galatians 6:17-18

17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

The reference in these words is probably to the cruel custom of branding slaves as we do cattle, with initials or signs, to show their ownership. It is true that in old times criminals, and certain classes of Temple servants, and sometimes soldiers, were also so marked, but it is most in accordance with the Apostle’s way of thinking that he here has reference to the first class, and would represent himself as the slave of Jesus Christ, designated as His by the scars and weaknesses which were the consequences of his Apostolic zeal. Imprisonment and beatings by the Jewish rod, shipwrecks, fastings, weariness, perils, persecutions, all these he sums up in another place as being the tokens by which he was approved as an Apostle of Jesus Christ. And here he, no doubt, has the same thought in his mind, that his bodily weakness, which was the direct issue of his Apostolic work, showed that he was Christ’s. The painful infirmity under which, as we learn, he was more especially suffering, about the time of writing this letter, may also have been in his mind.

All through this Epistle he has been thundering and lightning against the disputers of this Apostolic Authority. And now at last he softens, and as it were, bares his thin arm, his scarred bosom, and bids these contumacious (Contumacious:  Stubbornly disobedient, i.e.:  rebellious) Galatians look upon them, and learn that he has a right to speak as the representative and messenger of the Lord Jesus.

So we have here two or three points, I think, worth considering. First, think for a moment of the slave of Christ; then of the brands which mark the ownership; then of the glory in the servitude and the sign; and then of the immunity from human disturbances which that service gives. ‘From henceforth let no man trouble me. I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.’

I. First, then, a word or two about that conception of the slave of Christ.

It is a pity that our Bible has not rendered the title which Paul ever gives himself at the beginning of his letters, by that simple word ‘slave,’ (Romans 1:1, the word servant is NOT servant, but in the Greek the word doulos means:  bondslave one bought out of a market.)  instead of the feebler one, ‘servant.’ For what he means when he calls himself the ‘servant of Jesus Christ’ is not that he bore to Christ the kind of relation which servants among us bear to those who have hired and paid them, and to whom they have come under obligations of their own will which they can terminate at any moment by their own caprice; but that he was in the roughest and simplest sense of the word, Christ’s slave.

What lies in that metaphor? Well, it is the most uncompromising assertion of the most absolute authority on the one hand, and claim of unconditional submission and subjection on the other.

The slave belonged to his master; the master could do exactly as he liked with him. If he killed him nobody had anything to say. He could set him to any task; he could do what he liked with any little possession or property that the slave seemed to have. He could break all his relationships, and separate him from wife and kindred.

All that is atrocious and blasphemous when it is applied to the relations between man and man, but it is a blessed and magnificent truth when it is applied to the relations between a man and Christ. For this Lord has absolute authority over us, and He can do what He likes with everything that belongs to us; and we, and our duties, and our circumstances, and our relationships, are all in His hands, and the one thing that we have to render to Him is utter, absolute, unquestioning, unhesitating, unintermittent and unreserved obedience and submission. That which is abject degradation when it is rendered to a man, that which is blasphemous presumption when it is required by a man, that which is impossible, in its deepest reality, as between man and man, is possible, is blessed, is joyful and strong when it is required by, and rendered to, Jesus Christ. We are His slaves if we have any living relationship to Him at all. Where, then, in the Christian life, is there a place for self-will; where a place for self-indulgence; where for murmuring or reluctance; where for the assertion of any rights of my own as against that of my Master? We owe absolute obedience and submission to Jesus Christ.

And what does the metaphor carry as to the basis on which this authority rests? How did men acquire slaves? Chiefly by purchase. The abominations of the slave market are a blessed metaphor for the deep realities of the Christian life. Christ has bought you for His own, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 1 Corinthians 7:23. The only thing that gives a human soul the right to have any true authority over another human soul is that it shall have yielded itself to the soul whom it would control. We must first of all give ourselves away before we have the right to possess, and the measure in which we give ourselves to another is the measure in which we possess another. And so Christ our Lord, according to the deep words of one of the Apostle Paul’s letters, ‘gives Himself for us, that He might purchase unto Himself a people for His possession.’  Titus 2:10-14   ‘Ye are not your own; ye are bought with a price.’ 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Therefore the absolute authority, and unconditional surrender and submission which are the very essence of the Christian life, at bottom are but the corresponding and twofold effects of one thing, and that is love. For there is no possession of man by man except that which is based on love. And there is no submission of man to man worth calling so except that which is also based therein.

‘Thou hearts alone wouldst move; Thou only hearts dost love.’  
I give my heart to Thee, O Jesus most desired
https://hymnary.org/text/i_give_my_heart_to_thee_o_jesus_most

The relation in both its parts, on the side of the Master and on the side of the captive bondsman (bondslave,) is the direct result and manifestation of that love which knits them together.

Therefore the Christian slavery, with its abject submission, with its utter surrender and suppression of mine own will, with its complete yielding up of self to the control of Jesus, who died for me; because it is based upon His surrender of Himself to me, and in its inmost essence it is the operation of love, is therefore co-existent with the noblest freedom.

This great Epistle to the Galatians is the trumpet call and clarion proclamation of Christian liberty. The breath of freedom blows inspiringly through it all. The very spirit of the letter is gathered up in one of its verses, ‘I have been called unto liberty,’ Galatians 5:13 and in its great exhortation, ‘Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made you free.’ Galatians 5:1  It is then sufficiently remarkable and profoundly significant that in this very letter, which thus is the protest of the free Christian consciousness against all limitations and outward restrictions, there should be this most emphatic declaration that the liberty of the Christian is slavery and the slavery of the Christian is freedom. He is free whose will coincides with his outward law. He is free who delights to do what he must do. He is free whose rule is love, and whose Master is Incarnate Love. ‘If the Son make you free, ye shall be free indeed.’  John 8:36   ‘O Lord, truly I am Thy servant, Thou hast loosed my bands.’  Psalm 116:16  ‘I bear in my body’ the charter of my liberty, for I bear in my body the ‘brand of the Lord Jesus.’  Galatians 6:17

II. And so now a word in the next place about these marks of ownership.

As I have said, the Apostle Paul evidently means thereby distinctly the bodily weaknesses, and possibly diseases, which were the direct consequences of his own Apostolic faithfulness and zeal. He considered that he proved himself to be a Minister of God by his stripes, imprisonments, fastings, by all the pains and sufferings and their permanent consequences in an enfeebled constitution, which he bore because he had Preached the Cross of Christ. He knew that these things were the result of his faithful ministry. He believed that they had been sent by no blundering, blind fate; by no mere secondary causes; but by his Master Himself the Lord Jesus Christ, whose hand had held the iron that branded into the hissing flesh the marks of His ownership. He felt that by means of these he had been drawn nearer to his Master, and the ownership had been made more perfect. And so in a rapture of contempt of pain, this heroic soul looks upon even bodily weakness and suffering as being the signs that he belonged to Christ Jesus, and the means of that possession being made more perfect.

Now, what is all that to us Christian people who have no persecutions to endure, and none of whom I am afraid have ever worked hard enough for Christ to have damaged our health by it? Is there anything in this text that may be of general application to us all? Yes! I think so. Every Christian man or woman ought to bear, in his or her body, in a plain, literal sense, the tokens that he or she belongs to Jesus Christ. You ask me how? ‘If thy foot or thine hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee.’ Matthew 18:8  (Note:  This is NOT literal.  The Lord Jesus Christ is not calling for you to physical maim yourself).

There are things in your physical nature that you have to suppress; that you have always to regulate and coerce; that you have sometimes entirely to cast away and to do without, if you mean to be Jesus Christ’s at all. The old Law of self-denial, of subduing the animal nature, its passions, appetites, desires, is as true and as needful today as it ever was; and for us all it is essential to the loftiness and purity of our Christian life that our animal nature and our fleshly constitution should be well kept down under heel and subdued. As the Apostle Paul himself said in another place, ‘I bring under my body, and I keep it in subjection, lest by any means I should myself, having proclaimed to others the laws of the contest, be rejected from the prize.’ 1 Corinthians 9:27  Oh, you Christian men and women! if you are not living a life of self-denial, Luke 9:23, if you are not crucifying the flesh, Galatians 5:24, with its affections and lusts, if you are not bearing ‘about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 2 Corinthians 4:10, that the life also of Christ may be manifested in your mortal body,’ 2 Corinthians 4:11 what tokens are there that you are Christ’s slaves at all?

Then, besides this, we may expand the thought even further, and say that, in a very real sense, all the pains and sorrows and disappointments and afflictions that mainly touch our mortal part should be taken by us as, and made by us to be, the tokens that we belong to the Master.

But it is not only in limitations and restrictions and self-denials and pains that Christ’s ownership of us ought to be manifested in our daily lives, and so by means of our mortal bodies, but if there be in our hearts a deep indwelling possession of the grace and sweetness of Christ, it will make itself visible, ay! even in our faces, and ‘beauty born of’ our communion with Him ‘shall pass into’ and glorify even rugged and care-lined countenances. There may be, and there ought to be, in all Christian people, manifestly visible the tokens of the indwelling serenity of the indwelling Christ. And it should not be left to some moment of rapture at the end of life, for men to look upon us, to behold our faces, ‘as it had been the face of an angel,’ but by our daily walk, by our countenances full of a removed tranquility, and a joy that rises from within, men ought to take knowledge of us that we have been with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and it should be the truth--I bear in my body the tokens of His possession.



III. Now, once more notice the glorying in the slavery and its signs.

‘I bear,’ says the Apostle Paul; and he uses, as many of you may know, a somewhat remarkable word, which does not express mere bearing in the sense of toleration and patient endurance, although that is much; nor mere bearing in the sense of carrying, but implies bearing with a certain triumph as men would do who, coming back victorious from conflict, and being received into the city, were proud to show their scars, the honorable signs of their courage and constancy as he does all the way to the end of his ministry, 2 Timothy 4:1-8.  So, with a triumph that is legitimate, the Apostle Paul solemnly and proudly bears before men the marks of the Lord Jesus. Just as he says in another place:--’Thanks be unto God, which always leadeth us about in triumph in Jesus Christ,’ 2 Corinthians 2:14.  The marks of the Lord Jesus Christ were those scares displayed upon his body being tortured for Preaching the Gospel of the Christ Jesus.  The Apostle Paul was proud of being dragged at the conqueror’s chariot wheels, chained to them by the cords of love; he was proud of being the slave of Christ!

It is a degradation to a man to yield abject submission, unconditional service to another man. It is the highest honor of our natures so to bow before that dear Lord. To prostrate ourselves to Him is to lift ourselves high in the scale of being. The King’s servant is every other person’s master. And he that feels that he is Christ’s, may well be, not proud but conscious, of the dignity of belonging to such a Lord. The monarch’s livery is a sign of honor. In our old Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms the King’s menials were the first nobles. So it is with us. The aristocracy of humanity are the slaves of Jesus Christ.

And let us be proud of the marks of the branding iron, whether they come in the shape of sorrows and pains, or otherwise. It is well that we should have to carry these. It is blessed, and a special mark of the Master’s favor that He should think it worth His while to mark us as His own, by any sorrow or by any pain. Howsoever hot may be the iron, and howsoever deeply it may be pressed by His firm, steady, gentle hand upon the quivering flesh and the shrinking heart, let us be thankful if He, even by it, impresses on us the manifest tokens of His ownership of us. Oh, brethren! if we could come to look upon sorrows and losses with this clear recognition of their source, meaning and purpose, they change their nature, the paradox is fulfilled that we do ‘gather grapes of thorns and figs of thistles.’  Matthew 7:16-20  ‘I bear in my body,’ with a solemn triumph and patient hope, ‘the marks of the Lord Jesus, Galatians 6:17.


IV. And now, lastly, the immunity from any disturbance which men can bring, which these marks, and the servitude they express, secure.

‘From henceforth let no man trouble me.’ Galatians 6:17  The Apostle Paul claims that his Apostolic authority, having been established by the fact of his sufferings for Christ, should give him a sacredness in their eyes; that henceforth there should be no rebellion against his teaching and his word. We may expand the thought to apply more to ourselves, and say that, in the measure in which we belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, and hear the marks of His possession of us, in that measure are we free from the disturbance of earthly influences and of human voices; and from all the other sources of care and trouble, of perturbation and annoyance, which harass and vex other men’s spirits. ‘Ye are bought with a price,’ 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says the Apostle Paul elsewhere. ‘Be not the servants of men.’ 1 Corinthians 7:23  Christ Jesus is your Master; do not let men trouble you. Take your orders from Him; let men rave as they like. Be content to be approved by Him; let men think of you as they please. The Master’s smile is life, the Master’s frown is death to the slave; what matters it what other people may say? ‘He that judgeth me is the Lord.’ 1 Corinthians 4:4  So keep yourselves above the cackle of ‘public opinion’; do not let your creed be crammed down your throats even by a consensus of however venerable and grave human teachers. Take your directions from your Master, and pay no heed to other voices if they would command. Live to please the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not care what other people think. You are Christ’s slave and have the marks to prove it, therefore; ‘let no man trouble’ you. Galatians 6:17

And so it should be about all the distractions and petty annoyances that disturb human life and harass our hearts. A very little breath of wind will ruffle all the surface of a shallow pond, though it would sweep across the deep sea and produce no effect. Deepen your natures by close union with Christ, and absolute submission to Him, and there will be a great calm in them, and cares and sorrows, and all the external sources of anxiety, far away, down there beneath your feet, will ‘show scarce so gross as beetles,’ whilst you stand upon the high cliff and look down upon them all. ‘From henceforth no man shall trouble me.’ ‘I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.’  Galatians 6:17

My brother! Whose marks do you bear? There are only two masters. If an eye that could see things as they are, were to go through this congregation, whose initials would it discern in your faces? There are some of us, I have no doubt, who in a very horrid sense bear in our bodies the marks of the idol(s) that we worship. Men who have ruined their health by dissipation and animal sensualism--are there any of them here this morning? Are there none of us whose faces, whose trembling hands, whose diseased frames, are the tokens that they belong to the flesh and the world and the devil? Whose do you bear?  Yes, such were some of you.  1 Corinthians 6:11

Oh! when one looks at all the faces that pass one upon the street--this all drawn with avarice and earthly-mindedness; that all bloated with self-indulgence and loose living--when one sees the mean faces, the passionate faces, the cruel faces, the vindictive faces, the lustful faces, the worldly faces, one sees how many of us bear in our bodies the marks of another, Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. John 13:14; John 20:28; Acts 2:36 They have no rest day nor night who worship the beast; and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. Revelation 14:11  Mark or symbol . . . The Roman Catholic 'The Sign Of The Cross,' https://www.alemattec.com/The-Roman-Catholic-'Sign-Of-The-Cross'-Is-Uniquely-Roman-Catholic;-Unique-To-The-satanic-Roman-Catholic-'church'.htm.

I pray you, yield yourselves to your true Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth so on earth you may bear the beginnings of the likeness that stamps you His, and hereafter, as one of His happy slaves, you then shall do priestly service at His throne and see His face, and His name shall be in your foreheads. Revelation 22:1-4

-- 

Paul (<:) Jesus first!
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