Amen to that, Brother! He is all that and more!

There's something about being in leadership that's akin to painting a target on one's front, I think. You certainly qualify as one who leads, albeit on an informal level. I imagine you take a considerable bit of gunfire. :-) Thanks for sticking your proverbial neck all the way out and taking the bold stand for truth that you do! :-)

Hope all's well in your personal life and that you are receiving much comfort from our Only True Source of Comfort. 

Sue

Thank you, Sue.  Yes, I take fire, but with the whole Armour of God on, I'm protected.  It's interesting that a Roman Soldier's armor protected everything but his legs and back.  God has our back, so we are to maneuver to protect the part exposed . . .

Romans 13:11-13

11And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. 

12The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 

13Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.

Psalm 49:18-20

18Though while he lived he blessed his soul: and men will praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself. 

19He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they shall never see light. 

20Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.

James 1:16-18

16Do not err, my beloved brethren. 

17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

18Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Light of the world.  We cannot even see the Father, the source of all light (the Father of lights), unless we see the Only Begotten Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as who He truly is:  God the Son.

John 12:45-47

45And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 

46I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. 

47And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.

John 14:6-10

6Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

7If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 

8Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 

9Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? 

10Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

John 15:23-25

23He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 

24If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 

25But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.

John 20:28-31


28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and my God. 

29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 

30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 

31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.

If a man depends on his own strength instead of the Lord Jesus Christ, then all is eventually lost to satan who is stronger than we in the spiritual realm . . .

Luke 11:21-23

21When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: 

22But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils. 

23He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth.

Our lot is cast, we are Called not to depend on our own understanding, nor on our own strength, but on God alone for everything . . .

Jeremiah 31:10-11

10Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. 

11For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he.

John 10:28-30

28And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 

29My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 

30I and my Father are one.

1 Corinthians 1:24-29

24But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

26For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 

27But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 

28And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

29That no flesh should glory in his presence.

1 Corinthians 10:21-23

21Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 

22Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he? 

23All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.

2 Corinthians 6:6-15

6By pureness, by knowledge, by long suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 

7By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 

8By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 

9As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 

10As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

11O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. 

12Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels. 

13Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged. 

14Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

15And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

Psalm 119:140-142

140Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it. 

141I am small and despised: yet do not I forget thy precepts.

142Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.

Isaiah 53:1-10

1Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 

2For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 

3He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

5But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 

8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

9And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

Malachi 1:6-7

6A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? 

7Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible.

1 Corinthians 1:27-29

27But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 

28And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

29That no flesh should glory in his presence.

Saul, later the Apostle Paul, did much evil in the name of "religion," believing he was pleasing God.  Many today in the "churches" do the same thing.  God hath Chosen things which are despised, to show His Glory, so that no man should glory in His presence.

Acts 9:13-16

13Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 

14And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 

15But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 

16For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

The Apostles were driven out, not having a home of their own.  Going from city to city or on missionary journeys that left them unable to have a set place to lay their heads.  They were despised and mistreated, as was our Lord Jesus Christ who told them they would be treated in the same manner as He.

Matthew 8:19-20

19And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 

20And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.

John 17:14&16, 25&26

14I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

16They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.


25O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 

26And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.


They are not (of satan's family, his world any longer), but of God's family (world).


John 15:18-20

18If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 

19If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

20Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.

1 John 2:14-16

14I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. 

15Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

All that is in the world (or family) of satan's . . .  are things they love:  1 John 2:16 (above).

As the Lord Jesus Christ was despised of men, so are they that Preach the Gospel . . .

1 Corinthians 4:9-14

9For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 

10We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. 
11Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; 

12And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: 

13Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. 

14I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.

Paul (<:)
Jesus first!

