Deuteronomy 29:22-29
22 So that the generation to come of your children that shall rise up after you, and the stranger that shall come from a far land, shall say, when they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses which the Lord hath laid upon it;
23 And that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and burning, that it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the overthrow of Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the Lord overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath:
24 Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this land? what meaneth the heat of this great anger?
25 Then men shall say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought them forth out of the land of Egypt:
26 For they went and served other gods, and worshipped them, gods whom they knew not, and whom he had not given unto them:
27 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against this land, to bring upon it all the curses that are written in this book:
28 And the Lord rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is this day.
29 The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.

Note:  Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah, brimstone and fire from the Lord out of Heaven. Not  only upon those two cities, but upon Admah and Zeboiim also:  see Deuteronomy 29:23 above.

This was not a common type of storm with thunder and lightning, with which often there is a smell of sulfur or brimstone; but this was a continued shower of sulfurous fire, or of burning flaming brimstone, which at once consumed those cities and the inhabitants of them; and the land adjacent being bituminous, or however some parts of it, full of slime pits, or pits of bitumen, a liquid of a pitchy quality, (Bitumen:  any of various natural substances, as asphalt, maltha, or gilsonite, consisting mainly of hydrocarbons.  An asphalt of Asia Minor used as cement and mortar).
Genesis 14:10
10 And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to the mountain.
Note:  Vale directly above means a dale or a valley.
This flaming sulfur falling thereon, must burn in a most fierce and furious manner; and which utterly consumed not only houses, goods, and everything upon the land, but the land itself, and turned it into a bituminous lake, called to this day, from thence, the Lake Asphaltites http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea, the Greek word for bitumen being "asphaltos." These large and famous cities, Jewish cities, not far from Jordan, were struck with thunderbolts, and were consumed with fire from Heaven.  At some distance from Jerusalem, a sorrowful lake appears, which the black ground testifies was stricken by heaven and turned into ashes; where were two towns, the one called Sodom, the other Gomorrah.

The Judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah was a righteous Judgment on those cities, and a just recompensation for their sin; as their sin was an unnatural one and is an abomination to God.
Note:  Recompensation, means recompense.  Recompense means:  to repay someone.
Leviticus 18:22
 22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.
Note:  abomination in the Hebrew means:  a detestable thing, abominable.  Abominable means:  repugnantly hateful, detestable, loathsome, distasteful, objectionable, offensive, i.e.:  a repugnant smell.  Opposed or contrary in nature or character.

God thus inverts the natural order to punish them, when God sends down fire from Heaven, or if you will hell fire from Heaven.  They burned with lusts one against another, and flaming sheets of sulfurous fire fell upon them, burning and destroying them.  God’s Justice brought about by violating God’s Righteousness.  In allusion to this terrible conflagration, hell is called, The “Lake which burns with fire and brimstone” . . . :
Jeremiah 16:18
18 And first I will recompense their iniquity and their sin double; because they have defiled my land, they have filled mine inheritance with the carcases of their detestable and abominable things.
Jeremiah 25:14
14 For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also: and I will recompense them according to their deeds, and according to the works of their own hands.
Ezekiel 7:4
4 And mine eye shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity: but I will recompense thy ways upon thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of thee: and ye shall know that I am the Lord.
Ezekiel 7:9
9 And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: I will recompense thee according to thy ways and thine abominations that are in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that I am the Lord that smiteth.
Ezekiel 11:21
21 But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord God.
Hebrews 10:30
30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.
Genesis 19:24-25
24 Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven;
25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.
Ezekiel 38:18-23
18 And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord God, that my fury shall come up in my face.
Note:  This is the huge war in the Middle East before Armageddon, Ezekiel 38;39.  Gog is the leader of Russia.
19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel;
20 So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.
21 And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord God: every man's sword shall be against his brother.
22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone.
23 Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the Lord.
Luke 17:29
29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.
Jude 1:7
7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.
Revelation 9:16-19
16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.
17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.
18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.
19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.
Revelation 14:9-11
9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.
Revelation 19:20
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
Revelation 20:10
10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Revelation 20:14
14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
Revelation 21:8
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

Note:  This destruction was brought upon them by Jehovah the Son of God, who had appeared to Abraham in human form as, Genesis 18:1-33 & Genesis 19:1-38, and gave Abraham notice of it, and heard all he had to plead for those cities, and then departed from him to Sodom, and was the author of this sad catastrophe; this amazing shower of fire and brimstone was rained by Him from Jehovah his Father, out of Heaven from the Word of the Lord.
The place where those cities stood, the two main cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, is now a lake, and is sometimes called the salt sea:
Genesis 14:1-3
1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations;
2 That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar.
3 All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea.
Note:  The Salt sea is also called the Dead sea, because it is said, no creature can live in it; and sometimes called the Lake Asphaltites, from its bituminous and pitchy quality.  There are no living creature being bred in it; of bodies not sinking in it but simply floating; and of birds being unable to fly over it; and of the cities appearing under water in a clear day; and of the apples of Sodom, which look beautiful to the eye, but when touched fall into ashes.  Indeed, a traveler in those parts in the beginning of the sixteenth century, said, "There yet remain the ruins of the destroyed city, as a witness of God's wrath upon men; we have affirmed, there are three cities, and each of them situated on the decline of three hills, and the ruins appear about the height of three or four cubits; there is yet seen, I scarce know what, something like blood, or rather like red wax mixed with earth:  not far from thence grows a tree whose fruit is like a green walnut, which I saw, and which never ripens."

This lake of Sodom, according to Josephus, is five hundred and eighty furlongs in length unto Zoar, and one hundred fifty broad; According to accounts in the 18th Century, it is twenty four leagues in length, and six or seven in breadth.  An Arabic geographer said, it is sixty miles in length, and twelve in breadth; it is now called by the Arabs, Bahar Louth, Lot's lake.  http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&fr=yfp-t-701&va=Size+of+the+Dead+Sea&vm=r
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Dead_Sea
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