Romans 7:5-7

 5For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 

 6But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 

 7What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.

Note:  (the motions of sins means:   suffering, passion.  Definition: (a) suffering, affliction, (b) passion, emotion, (c) an undergoing, an enduring. "The capacity to feel strong emotion, like suffering") – properly, the capacity and privilege of experiencing strong feeling; felt, deep emotion, like agony, passion (ardent desire), suffering, etc.  Feeling strongly, passionately, to the point of suffering at times wanting to keep God's Law.  It can be negative; indeed, it is only negative when experienced outside of (apart from) faith in and by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. This ("strong feeling or passion") includes affliction (suffering), which should always (ideally) result in knowing God's Glory, and Glorify Him by our Worship in and by His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth – like going through difficulties (persecution, etc.) in faith. Properly, to feel heavy emotion, especially suffering; affected, experiencing feeling (literally "sensible" = "sensed-experience" of suffering against God's Law); "the feeling of the mind, emotion, passion".  The motions of sins is ("to experience feeling") relates to any part of us that feels strong emotion: passion, or suffering – especially "the capacity to feel suffering". The Lord God has privileged us to have great capacity for feeling (passion, emotion, affections). Indeed, this is inherent because all people are created in the Divine image. Note how the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in His perfect (sinless) humanity keenly felt this passion of suffering being pressed by God's Law.  This is the passion, the suffering of the Lord Jesus Christ, knowing the Judgment of God in and by God's Law.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth saw the sins against God's Law and the suffering He would have to endure because of those sins for His people.  We, the True Believers, those Born Again, the Elect of God know these same sufferings for our own sin, and therefore we are crucified with the Lord Jesus Christ in the same manner of seeing our sins against God's Law and mourning for them, as He, the Lord Jesus Christ mourned for them (ours).  We therefore, share in the sufferings our our Lord, our Might God, the Only Begotten Son of the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth by mourning over the same sins.  We for ours, Him, the Lord Jesus Christ mourning for ours as well.

(Note:  These sufferings most often are internal to a man, but also are external, meaning: inflicted upon us because we hold to the internal suffering and passion of keeping God's Law, (though we are not under this Law, nor can God's Law in the Old Testament -- that is, the curses of the Law against the ungodly touch a Born Again Believer, a True Worshiper) and others hate us for having this strong feeling of God's Law weighing on us.  They therefore persecute us for it, because of our strong binding with the sufferings of our Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who is the Captain of our Salvation.  These Laws, now replaced by the Law of Christ which is by faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for our Salvation, God writes on our hearts when he quickens us (makes us alive when we were spiritual dead).  (Further note:  the non-believer, the apostate, unconverted sinners know NOT these sufferings.  They are not moved, nor are they contrite about their sins.  They do not mourn about their sins, knowing they have broken God's Law, and it does not weight on them as it does one of God's Elect).

The Law, and the greatest efforts of one under the Law, still in the flesh, under the power of corrupt principles, cannot set the heart right with regard to the love of God, nor can they overcome worldly lusts, nor give Truth and sincerity in their inward parts, nor any thing that comes by the special sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit. Nothing more than a formal obedience to the outward letter of any precept, Law, can be performed by us, under the Law of the Old Testament without the renewing, new-creating Grace of the New Covenant of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, causing us to be Born Again.

By death, being Born Again, we are freed from obligation to the Law as a Covenant, as the wife is from her vows to her husband at his death. In our believing powerfully and effectually, by faith we are dead to the Law, and have no more to do with it than the dead servant, who upon his death is freed from his master's ownership, no longer is the slave under his master's yoke. The day of our believing, being Born Again by faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the day of being united to the Lord Jesus Christ in his sufferings and death. We enter upon a life of dependence on Him, and duty to Him, and no other. Good works are from union with the Lord Jesus Christ; as the fruitfulness of the vine is the product of its being united to its roots (that is being united with the Lord Jesus Christ in his sufferings, death, and resurrection; there is no fruit to God, till we are united one unto eternal life in and by and to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth).

Ezekiel 11:16-20

16Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. 

 17Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. 

 18And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. 

 19And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 

 20That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.

Luke 17:25

25But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.

Luke 22:15

15And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer:

Luke 24:26

26Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

Luke 24:46

46And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

Luke 24:46

46And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

The Apostles Paul and Peter reveal much to us concerning this suffering:

Romans 8:18

18For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Philippians 3:10

10That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

2 Corinthians 1:5-7

5For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.

6And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.

7And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.

Colossians 1:24-29

 24Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 

 25Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 

 26Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 

 27To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

 28Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 

 29Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

Philippians 3:10-11

10That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 

11If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

Galatians 5:24

24And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

2 Timothy 3:11

11Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.

Hebrews 2:9-10

 9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 

 10For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Hebrews 10:32

32But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions;

1 Peter 1:11

 11Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

1 Peter 4:13

13But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

1 Peter 5:1

1The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:

1 Peter 5:9

9Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

The persecutions which satan stirs up, are neither new nor proper to any one man, but from old and ancient times common to the whole Christian Church, and therefore we must suffer patiently, in which we have such and so many fellows of our conflicts and combats.  These sufferings, these afflictions are amongst your Brethren which are dispersed throughout the whole world.

2 Timothy 1:12

 12For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

Merry Christmas!

Paul (<:)

Jesus first!

