John Calvin and the Sabbath . . .

Exodus 20:8
8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

How could John Calvin affirm the binding character of the 10 Commandments for all time, deny the relevance of a weekly Sabbath, and call for the right use of Sunday within a sermon on the fourth Commandment"?

John Calvin opposed a weekly Sabbath, but his view is similar to that of the later Hugenots and Puritans.  John Calvin believed the Sabbath Day was a type of the spiritual rest Christians now enjoy.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugenot 

What is the spiritual rest to which the Old Testament Sabbath Day pointed?  Spiritual rest for Christians is growing in conformity to God's Will by imitating Him and "ceasing from our own sinful works, and given in our rest in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who is a Christians rest, as He give rest to our souls".


Hebrews 4:9-10

9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.

10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.


In the Old Testament, cessation from the work of six days to observe a weekly Sabbath did involve rest from work, but that rest was primarily to be used for public worship and private meditation on the promised reality that it typified.

2B. The Lord Jesus Christ's coming brought spiritual rest to reality, so, the weekly Sabbath type was abrogated as shadow gives way to substance. 


Colossians 2:16-17

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

If the Apostle Paul were referring to special ceremonial days when he spoke of Sabbath days in verse 16 directly above, why would he have used the word “Sabbath?” The Apostle Paul had already mentioned the ceremonial dates when he spoke of festivals and new moons.  The Apostle Paul's conclusion is, that Christians should be judged by no man; they should not regard or submit to any man's judgment, as to the observance of the ceremonial Law.  The Saints of God are to call no man Master upon earth but the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  They are not to be the servants of men, nor should suffer any yoke of bondage to be imposed upon them.  Should they suffer and be condemned by others, as if they were transgressors of the Law, and their state bad or against God's Law, for not observing the rituals of the former dispensation, they should not regard such censures, for the Judaizing Christians were very censorious, they were ready to look upon and condemn a man as an immoral man, who was in a state of damnation, if he did not keep the Law of Moses.  Such rigid censures were to be disregarded, "let no man judge," "judge you" or condemn you.  Though they could not help or hinder the judgment and condemnation of such men, they could despise them, and not be uneasy with them, but set light by them, that is Preach the Gospel to them, as they ought to do.

The Sabbath was peculiarly given to the children of Israel, the Jews.  The Jews themselves believe this.  The Jews say that proselytes, gentiles, strangers, and others, were not punishable for the neglect and breach of the Sabbath.  "Sabbaths" meaning the Jubilee Sabbath, which was one year in fifty; and the Sabbath of the land, which was one year in seven; and the seventh day Sabbath (once a week).  Some of the original transcripts read in the singular number, "or of the Sabbath".  As the Sabbath which was peculiar to the Jews, and were never binding on the Gentiles, and to which Born Again Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, are by no means obliged to follow the Sabbath nor ought they to observe them, the one any more than the other.  Should they be imposed upon them, they ought to reject them.  Should they be judged, censured, and condemned, for so doing, they ought not to mind it.  Not even the proselyte of the gate was required to keep the Sabbath, or he that dwelt in any of their cities.  The Jews said that, "It is lawful for a proselyte of the gate to do work on the Sabbath day for himself.   In fact, the Jews assert that a Gentile that keeps a Sabbath is guilty of death.



The Apostle Paul in Colossians 2:16-17 is referencing 1 Chronicles 23.


1 Chronicles 23:31-32

31 And to offer all burnt sacrifices unto the Lord in the sabbaths, in the new moons, and on the set feasts, by number, according to the order commanded unto them, continually before the Lord:

32 And that they should keep the charge of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge of the holy place, and the charge of the sons of Aaron their brethren, in the service of the house of the Lord.



Mark 2:27-28

27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:

28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.


The Sabbath was made for man, for his good, and not for his hurt.  The Sabbath was made for man both for the good of his Spirit, that he might have an opportunity of attending divine Worship, both in public and private, and for the good of his body, that he might have rest from his labor.  Works of necessity are not forbidden on this day, such as are for the necessary comfort, support, and preservation of life or otherwise it would be apparent, that the Sabbath was not appointed for the good, but for the hurt of men.  Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth tests the Jews on their false observance of the Sabbath.  Mark 2

". . . The sabbath was made for man, . . ." by "man," is not meant all mankind.  The Sabbath was never appointed for all mankind, nor binding upon all.  The Sabbath Worship was only binding upon the Jews, who are emphatically called "man," or "men".  The idolatrous Gentiles, and nations of the world, are not called 'men', but dogs, or beasts, . . . .




Matthew 15:26

26 But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.


The observation of the seventh day, was only designed for the children of Israel.


Exodus 31:16

16 Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.


God was saying the Sabbath is a sign between me and the children of Israel, and not between God and the rest of the world.  As the house of Israel are God's people.


Ezekiel 34:30
30 Thus shall they know that I the Lord their God am with them, and that they, even the house of Israel, are my people, saith the Lord God.



Exodus 31:14
14 Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people.

The Jews say that a Gentile that keeps the Sabbath after becoming a proselyte (proselyte:  a new convert), before he is circumcised, is guilty of death because it is not Commanded him. The Jews judged them unworthy of having this precept (Law) enjoined them, as being not men, but dogs or beasts.


Every mortal man is, through the hand-writing of the Law, guilty of death.  We have in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth the substance of all the shadows of the ceremonial Law. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth fulfilled all God's requirements of the Law.  
www.alemattec.com/The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth perfectly fulfilled all of the Law; thus, He did away with the Levitical Priesthood, and the Tithe which supported them . . . .doc

All the defects of the ceremonial Law are made up in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, by His complete sacrifice of Himself for sin, and by the revelation of the Will of God. To be perfect (whole or complete), is to be furnished with all things necessary for a man's Salvation. By this one word "complete," is shown that we have in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth whatever is required by God of man. "In Him," not when we look to the Lord Jesus Christ, as though he were distant from us, but we who are in Him, when, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we have faith wrought in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, and we are united to our Head, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.


1 Corinthians 11:3 
3But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.


Ephesians 5:23 
23For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

Colossians 1:18 
18And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Colossians 2:10 
10And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

Note:  By this one word "complete," is shown that we have in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth whatever is required by God of man. Works of any kind do not complete a man's Salvation.  Feeling required to attend on certain days, even every Sunday is not required.


1 Peter 2:6-10 

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.


The circumcision of the heart, the crucifixion of the flesh, the death and burial to sin and to the world, and the resurrection to newness of life, set forth in baptism, and by faith wrought in our hearts, prove that our sins are forgiven, and that we are fully delivered from the curse of the Law. Through the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, we, who were dead in our trespasses and sins, are quickened, made alive in and by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's sacrificial death on the Cross of Calvary.  The Lord Jesus Christ's death was the death of our sins.  The Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection is for Born Again Believers, True Worshipers the quickening of our souls. The Law of ordinances, which was a yoke to the Jews which the Jews could not keep, and a partition-wall to the Gentiles, and these ordinances of the Law, the Mighty God, the Lord Jesus of Nazareth took out of the way. When the substance was come, the shadows fled. The setting apart a portion of our time for the Worship and service of God, is a moral and unchangeable duty, but had no necessary dependence upon the seventh day of the week, the sabbath of the Jews. Nor, the first day of the week, or the Lord's day, which is the time kept Holy by Christians, in remembrance of the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection. Again, all the Jewish rites were shadows of the future Gospel blessings.


Colossians 2:11-15

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.



Acts 15:5-11

5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.

6 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.

7 And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.

8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us;

9 And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.

10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?

11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.




Granted, the spiritual rest that we now possess in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is not the perfect eternal rest yet to come, but for John Calvin it's important to recognize that the spiritual rest that believers presently enjoy and the eternal rest of the consummation are the same in substance.  See Hebrews 4:9-10 above.

Although Christians no longer have the obligation to keep a weekly day of rest, this does not mean that the fourth Commandment is nullified. Instead, the demands of the fourth Commandment are intensified and elevated. The intensification of the fourth Commandment and keeping the Sabbath means experiencing freedom from sin and newness of life by union with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in His death and resurrection. A Christians spiritual rest, therefore, cannot be limited to one day of the week but is perpetual and must be a daily practice.  Thus, daily public worship is the ideal for Christians along with daily Christian service and meditation on God's Word and works, both in public and in private.

However, because every Born Again Believer, God's Chosen, the Elect of God, the True Worshipers are subject to sinful weakness, stated times must be set aside from worldly cares and distractions for private and public worship. The Jewish Sabbath met this need, but it passed away in the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, again see Colossians 2:16-17 above. The Jewish Sabbath also passed away because it had become a tool of legalism.  We should not make this same mistake today with the Lord's Day, Sunday forcing it upon Christians as though an absolute requirement of a Christian to follow weekly services on Sunday or any other specific day of the week.  Some Churches expect and put tremendous pressure on the members to be in Church several times during the week.:




Galatians 4:8-11

8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods.

9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?

10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.

11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.



Note:  The ancient Church substituted the Lord's Day for the weekly Sabbath and it did so appropriately because the Lord's Day memorialized the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection, the day that the Sabbath Day type ceased to exist.

The Lord's Day still meets the need that Born Again Believers have for a stated time set aside for private and public Worship. However, Christians are free to set apart stated times of Worship in any way they wish; they may set aside some other day or implement some other arrangement than a stated weekly day. There is no binding requirement to keep the Lord's Day; it does not have religious significance.


Romans 14:1-23

1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.

2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs.

3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him.

4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.

5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.

7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.

8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.

9 For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.

10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.

12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.

14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.

15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.

16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of:

17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.

19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.

20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence.

21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.

22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth.

23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.

Keeping this day is a matter of good order for sanctification. Physical rest is extrinsic to the fourth Commandment; it is a means to the end of meditation and public worship, this end should be perpetual and thus daily. Still, the rest provided for servants in the fourth Commandment does remind employers to use their authority wisely and without oppression.

The core of the fourth Commandment and the essence of the Sabbath institution is that the creature should be conformed to the Creator [whereby the creature should cease from sinful works], and that such imitation should express itself in a life characterized by private meditation upon God's works daily and by public Worship.  John Calvin even though he opposed a weekly Sabbath Day, he affirmed the abiding validity of all Ten Commandments.


Hebrews 10:25
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Note:  The Apostle Paul here writes to express the Saints' assembling or gathering together to Worship the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  This references their act of meeting together in one place to attend the Worship of the Lord Jesus Christ, hear the Word of God, and keep His Commands.  It is the duty of Saints to assemble together for public Worship, on the account of God, who has appointed it, who approves of it, and whose Glory is concerned with it.  Also, for the Saints themselves, that they may be delighted, refreshed, comforted, instructed, edified, and perfected.  Also, on the account of others, that they may be convinced, converted, and brought to the Truth and knowledge by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone for their Salvation.  Assembling or gathering together to Worship publicly ought not to be forsaken.  In times of persecution there was a great temptation to stay away from the church assemblies, and some had fallen into dangerous neglect. "

". . . as the manner of some is; . . ."  Their custom, that is the prevailing custom among some Jews who did not attend Christian Worship from their still deep seated contempt of the Gentile converts, or from fear of reproach and persecution.  Today, this evil practice arises sometimes from a vain conceit of being in no need of the Lord Jesus Christ's Commands or ordinances, and from a love of the world.  Union is strength; continual assemblings together beget and foster love, and give good opportunities for "provoking to good works," by "exhorting one another". 

It is the Will of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth that His disciples should assemble together.  Assemble together sometimes more privately for conference and prayer, and other times in public for hearing and joining in all the ordinances of True Gospel Worship. There did so in the Apostles' times, and should in every age have Christian assemblies for the Worship of God, and for mutual edification. It seems even in those times there were some who forsook these assemblies, and so began to apostatize from religion itself. The communion of Saints is a great help and privilege, and a good means of steadiness and perseverance.  In the Saints communion, their hearts and hands are mutually strengthened.  We are Called to exhort one another, to exhort ourselves and each other, to warn ourselves and one another of the sin and danger of backsliding.  To put ourselves and our fellow Christians in mind of our duty, of our failures and corruptions, to keep watch over one another, and be jealous of ourselves and one another with a godly jealousy. This, should all be managed with a true Gospel Spirit, which if done would be the best and most cordial friendships.  That we should observe the approaching of times of trial, and be thereby quickened together with greater diligence, so much the more, as you we see the day of the Lord Jesus Christ's return approaching. Christians ought to observe the signs of the times, such as God has foretold. 


Hebrews 3:13
13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.



Ignatius of Antioch said, "When ye frequently, and in numbers meet together, the powers of satan are overthrown, and his mischief is neutralized by your likemindedness in the faith."




2 Thessalonians 2:1-2

1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,

2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.


The New Testament shows that the first day of the week, called the Lord's Day soon became a day of Worship for early Christians. When the Apostle Paul wanted to collect a free will offering from the Church at Corinth, the Apostle Paul asked them to gather the money "2 Upon the first day of the week . . .".


1 Corinthians 16:1-2

1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.

2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.


When the Apostle Paul wanted to meet with the Born Again Believers at Troas, the gathering took place "on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread".


Acts 20:1-7

1 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced them, and departed for to go into Macedonia.

2 And when he had gone over those parts, and had given them much exhortation, he came into Greece,

3 And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia.

4 And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.

5 These going before tarried for us at Troas.

6 And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days.

7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.



In Revelation 1:10, the Apostle John described himself as being "In the Spirit on the Lord's Day, . . ." 


Revelation 1:10-11

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

There is no Scripture passage that specifically teaches that the Sabbath has been transferred from one day to another, from Saturday to Sunday. It has not been transferred.  It seems most likely that the shift from Saturday to Sunday was gradual, and took place along with the change from a mostly Jewish Church to a mostly Gentile one. The early Church leaders generally viewed the Sabbath as a Jewish observance, and the Lord's Day as the proper Christian observance.

Ignatius of Antioch, and early Church leader wrote in the early 100's A.D., describing Christians with a Jewish background as those, “Who have come to the possession of a new hope, no longer observing the Sabbath, but living in observance of the Lord's Day, on which also our life has sprung up again by Him and by His death”.(Magnesians 9 )  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ignatius_of_Antioch
[Note:  Magnesians is a letter written to the Church at Magnesia by Ignatius, a Church leader, also called Theophorus.]


A person's decision concerning Sabbath observance probably hinges on the question of how we view the entire Old Testament. If all of it is still binding on us, then so is the Sabbath. If the Law is no longer binding on Christians, including the whole of the Ceremonial Law, and specifically the Laws directed to the Jewish nation, then the Sabbath is not enforceable upon Christians.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
