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The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence in the ninth century, in the reign of the Byzantine Emperor, Leo VI "the Wise" (886–911). His wife, Empress Theophano—commemorated on 16 December—lived a devout life. After her death in 893,[5] her husband built a church, intending to dedicate it to her. When he was forbidden to do so, he decided to dedicate it to "All Saints", so that if his wife were in fact one of the righteous, she would also be honored whenever the feast was celebrated.[6] According to tradition, it was the Roman Catholic “pope” Leo who expanded the feast from a commemoration of All Martyrs as was the tradition of the early Christians to a general commemoration of All Saints, whether martyrs or not.
The Western Christian holiday of All Saints' Day falls on 1 November, followed by All Souls' Day on 2 November, and is a Holy Day of Obligation in the Latin Rite of the Catholic Church.

The origin of the festival of All Saints celebrated in the West dates to 13 May 609 or 610, when Pope Boniface IV consecrated the Pantheon at Rome to the Blessed Virgin and all the martyrs; the feast of the dedicatio Sanctae Mariae ad Martyres has been celebrated at Rome ever since. There is evidence that from the fifth through the seventh centuries there existed in certain places and at sporadic intervals a feast date on 13 May to celebrate the holy martyrs.
The feast of All Saints, on its current date, is traced to the foundation by Pope Gregory III (731–741) of an oratory in St. Peter's for the relics "of the holy apostles and of all saints, martyrs and confessors, of all the just made perfect who are at rest throughout the world",[9] with the day moved to 1 November.

A November festival of all the saints was already widely celebrated on 1 November in the days of Charlemagne. It was made a day of obligation throughout the Frankish empire in 835, by a decree of Louis the Pious, issued "at the instance of Pope Gregory IV and with the assent of all the bishops",[9] which confirmed its celebration on 1 November. The octave was added by Pope Sixtus IV (1471–1484).
The festival was retained after the Reformation in the calendar of the Anglican Church and in many Lutheran churches.[9] In the Lutheran churches, such as the Church of Sweden, it assumes a role of general commemoration of the dead. In the Swedish calendar, the observance takes place on the Saturday between 31 October and 6 November. In many Lutheran Churches, it is moved to the first Sunday of November. In the Church of England it may be celebrated either on 1 November or on the Sunday between 30 October and 5 November. It is also celebrated by other Protestants of the English tradition, such as the United Church of Canada, the Methodist churches, and the Wesleyan Church.

Protestants generally regard all true Christian believers as Saints, including those currently in the Church, and if they observe All Saints Day at all they use it to remember all Christians both past and present. In the United Methodist Church, All Saints' Day is celebrated on the first Sunday in November. It is held, not only to remember Saints, but also to remember all those who have died who were members of the local church congregation.

In many Lutheran churches, All Saints' Day and Reformation Day are observed concurrently on the Sunday before or after those dates, given Reformation Day is observed in Protestant Churches on 31 October. Typically, Martin Luther's "A Mighty Fortress is Our God" is sung during the service. Besides discussing Luther's role in the Protestant Reformation, some recognition of the prominent early leaders of the Reformed tradition, such as John Calvin and John Knox, occurs. The observance of Reformation Day may be immediately followed by a reading of those members of the local congregation who have died in the past year in observance of All Saints' Day. Otherwise, the recognition of deceased church members occurs at another designated portion of the service.
Roman Catholic Obligation
In Catholicism, All Saints' Day is a Holy Day of Obligation in many (but not all) countries, meaning going to Mass on the date is required unless one has a good reason to be excused, such as illness. However, in a number of countries that do list All Saints' Day as a Holy Day of Obligation, including England and Wales, the solemnity of All Saints' Day is transferred to the adjacent Sunday, if 1 November falls on a Monday or a Saturday, while in the same circumstances in the United States the Solemnity is still celebrated on 1 November but the obligation to attend Mass is abrogated.
The word Halloween was first used in the 16th century and represents a Scottish variant of the fuller All Hallows' Even ('evening'), that is, the night before All Hallows' Day.[7] Although the phrase All Hallows' is found in Old English (ealra hālgena mæssedæg, mass-day of all saints), All Hallows' Even is itself not seen until 1556.

According to many scholars, Halloween was originally influenced by western European harvest festivals and festivals of the dead with possible pagan roots, particularly the Celtic Samhain.[6]
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[9] Others maintain that it originated independently of Samhain and has Christian roots.

Halloween its origins in the Roman feast of Pomona, the goddess of fruits and seeds, or in the festival of the dead called Parentalia, it is more typically linked to the Celtic festival of Samhain", which comes from the Old Irish for "summer's end".
All Saints Day, was introduced in the year 609, but was originally celebrated on May 13.[29] In 835, it was switched to November 1 (the same date as Samhain) at the behest of the Roman Catholic Pope Gregory IV.
Spread to North America
North American Almanacs of the late 18th and early 19th century give no indication that Halloween was celebrated there.[38] The Puritans of New England, for example, maintained strong opposition to Halloween,[38] and it was not until the mass Irish and Scottish immigration during the 19th century that it was brought to North America in earnest.[38] Confined to the immigrant communities during the mid-19th century, it was gradually assimilated into mainstream society and by the first decade of the 20th century it was being celebrated coast to coast by people of all social, racial and religious backgrounds.[
Retailers rejoice as they warm up their cash registers to receive an average of $79.82 per household in decorations, costumes, candy, and greeting cards. Halloween will bring in approximately $8 billion this year to retailers.

It's a good bet retailers won't be getting $79.82 per household from the Christian market. Many Christians refuse to participate in Halloween. Some are wary of its pagan origins; others of its dark, ghoulish imagery; still others are concerned for the safety of their children. Still other Christians choose to partake of the festivities, whether participating in school activities, neighborhood trick-or-treating, or a Halloween alternative at their Church.
The Pagan Origin of Halloween
The name "Halloween" comes from the All Saints' Day celebration of the early Christian church, a day set aside for the solemn remembrance of the martyrs. All Hallows Eve, the evening before All Saints Day, began the time of remembrance. "All Hallows Eve" was eventually contracted to "Hallow-e'en," which became "Halloween."
As Christianity moved through Europe it collided with indigenous pagan cultures and confronted established customs. Pagan holidays and festivals were so entrenched that new converts found them to be a stumbling block to their faith. To deal with the problem, the Roman Catholic “church” would commonly move a distinctively Christian holiday to a spot on the calendar that would directly challenge a pagan holiday. The intent was to counter pagan influences and provide a Christian alternative. Most often, though, the Roman Catholic “church” only succeeded in "semi-christianizing" a pagan ritual--the ritual was still pagan, but mixed now with Christian symbolism. That's what happened to All Saints Eve.
Romans 12:1-2
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
What does the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth hath to do with darkness, Baal?

2 Corinthians 6:14-16

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.


The Celtic people of Europe and Britain were pagan Druids whose major celebrations were marked by the seasons. At the end of the year in northern Europe, people made preparations to ensure winter survival by harvesting the crops and culling the herds, slaughtering animals that wouldn't make it through the winter. Life slowed down as winter brought darkness (shortened days and longer nights), fallow ground, and death. This darkness, and its imagery of death, symbolized by skeletons, skulls, and the color black, remains prominent in today's Halloween celebrations.

The pagan Samhain festival (pronounced "sow" "en") celebrated the final harvest, death, and the onset of winter, for three days--October 31 to November 2. The Celts believed the dark wintery curtain dividing the living and the dead lifted during Samhain to allow the spirits of the dead to walk among the living-- spirits, ghosts haunting the earth.

Some embraced the season of haunting by engaging in occult practices such as divination and communication with the dead. They sought "divine" spirits (devils, demons) and the spirits of their ancestors regarding weather forecasts for the coming year, crop expectations, and even romantic prospects. Bobbing for apples was one practice the pagans used to divine the spiritual world's "blessings" on a couple's romance.

For others the focus on death, occultism, divination, and the thought of spirits returning to haunt the living, fueled ignorant superstitions and fears. They believed spirits were earthbound until they received a proper send off with treats:  possessions, wealth, food, and drink. Spirits who were not suitably "treated" would "trick" those who had neglected them by haunting their domicile, their home. The fear of the angry demon “tricking” them with their evil haunting only multiplied if that demon spirit had been offended during its natural lifetime.

These devils, demon spirits bent on “tricking” were believed to assume grotesque appearances. Some traditions developed, which believed wearing a costume to look like a spirit would fool the wandering spirits. Others believed the spirits could be warded off by carving a grotesque face into a gourd or root vegetable (the Scottish used turnips) in America pumpkins, and setting a candle inside it-- “the jack-o-lantern”.

Into that dark, superstitious, pagan world, God mercifully shined the light of the Gospel. Newly converted Christians armed themselves with the Truth of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, and no longer feared a haunting from departed spirits returning to earth. In fact, they denounced their former pagan spiritualism because of God’s Command:

Deuteronomy 18:10-13
10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch.
11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.
12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord: and because of these abominations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from before thee.
13 Thou shalt be perfect with the Lord thy God.
Nonetheless, Christian converts found family and cultural influence hard to withstand and they do today; they were tempted to rejoin the pagan festivals, especially Samhain. Eventually this won out, and began to even be practice in the “churches” of Rome.  Pope Gregory IV reacted to the pagan challenge by moving the celebration of All Saints Day in the ninth century--he set the date at November 1, right in the middle of Samhain.
As the centuries passed, Samhain and All Hallows Eve mixed together. On the one hand, pagan superstitions gave way to now "semi-christianized" superstitions and provided more fodder for fear. People began to understand that the pagan ancestral spirits were demons (devils,) and that the diviners were practicing witchcraft and necromancy. On the other hand, the festival time provided greater opportunity for revelry, indulging in what made people happy.  The happier the people, the less likely they would return to “trick” you as an evil spirit. Thus, trick-or-treat became a time when roving bands of young hooligans would go house-to-house gathering food and drink for their drunken parties. Householders who would not participate ran the risk of a "trick" being played on their property from drunken young people.

Halloween didn't become an American holiday until the immigration of the working classes from the British Isles in the late nineteenth century. While early immigrants may have believed the superstitious traditions, it was the mischievous aspects of the holiday that attracted American young people. Younger generations borrowed or adapted many customs without reference to their pagan origins.

Hollywood has added to the "fun" by offering a wide assortment of fictional characters--demons, monsters, vampires, werewolves, mummies, and psychopaths. It has become a gold mine for them, and it sure is making someone a lot of money.



The Christian Response to Halloween . . .

Today Halloween is almost exclusively an American secular holiday, and All Saint Day has all but vanished.  Many who celebrate have no concept of its religious origins, nor its pagan heritage. That's not to say Halloween has become more wholesome. Children dress up in entertaining costumes, wander the neighborhood in search of candy, and maybe tell each other scary ghost stories; but adults often engage in shameful acts of drunkenness and debauchery.

Christians should not respond to Halloween like superstitious pagans. Pagans are superstitious; Christians are enlightened by the Truth of God's Holy Word, the Holy Bible. Evil spirits (demons, devils) seem to be more active and sinister on Halloween as satan does with people as he wills.  

2 Timothy 2:24-26
24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;
26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Note:  However, any day is a good day for satan to prowl about seeking whom he may devour:

1 Peter 5:8
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:


1 John 4:4
4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.




God has forever "disarmed dark principalities and powers" through the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and "made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them through [Christ Jesus]"

Colossians 2:14-15
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;
15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.
Like any other day of the year, Christians should exercise caution as wise stewards of their possessions and protectors of their families. Christian young people should stay away from secular Halloween parties without Christian adult supervision, since those are breeding grounds for trouble. Better yet, Christian parents should protect their children by keeping them well-supervised and restricting treat consumption to those goodies received from only trusted sources.

Christians should respond to Halloween with Gospel compassion. The unbelieving, Christ-rejecting world lives in perpetual fear of death. It isn't just the experience of death, but rather what the Holy Bible calls "a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume [God's] adversaries":

Hebrews 10:27
27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.
Witches, ghosts, and evil spirits are not terrifying to Christians, nor should they be; however, God's wrath unleashed on the unforgiven sinner, those God calls “Children of Wrath,”--now that is truly terrifying.

Ephesians 2 
2 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.
Christians should use Halloween and all that it brings to the imagination--death imagery, superstition, expressions of debauched revelry--as an opportunity to engage the unbelieving world with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. God has given everyone a conscience of “natural law” that either accusing them or excusing them, that is their consciences either acquitted or condemns them.  Though the Gentiles had not the Law of God in a written form, written on tables, or in a book, yet they in their external conversation showed they had the essence of the work of the Law written in their hearts.



Romans 2:14-16
14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:
15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)
16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.
The conscience of man is the Christian's ally in the Evangelistic enterprise. Christians should take time to inform the consciences of their family and their friends or acquaintances with Biblical Truth regarding God the Father, God the Son,the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and God the Holy Spirit, and to teach them the Word of God, the Holy Bible, concerning sin, and God's future Judgment, and the hope of Eternal Life in and by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ALONE for the repentant sinner, those Born Again, the True Worshiper of God.
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