Zechariah 4:1-14
1 And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep.
2 And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof:

3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof.
4 So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord?

5 Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.
6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.
Note:  The preservation of and the triumph of God's Church are both to be accomplished, not by might (military or otherwise, as the Hebrew word for might is also army), nor by (any power available to man or devil) power, but by the Holy Spirit of God, in order that all the Honor is to God, and God alone, and none of it to man.  Therefore, God's Church, can neither be preserved nor can its interests be promoted by human armies or the might of man.
7 Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.
8 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,

9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you.
Note:  The Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, www.alemattec.com/The Lord of Hosts the God of Israel, I AM HE, the Lord thy God, I AM the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Lord God, Jehovah God.doc, represented here by the High Priest Zerubbabel Haggai 2:18-25; Zechariah 1:7-17.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth laid the foundation of His Church, which is no other than Himself, Matthew 16:17-18, www.alemattec.com/Re, . . . Chick-fil-A braces for protests, same-sex ‘kiss-in’ . . . .doc.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the foundation of His Church, and He is firm and strong, sure and certain, immovable and everlasting, as the Tree of Life, and His hands will finish the building of His Church by bringing and laying every Elect soul upon this foundation which is Him, 1 Peter 2:4-10.  We may be concluded from His hands being those which have also laid the foundations of the Heavens and the earth, Job 38, uphold all things in His Being, Colossians 1:12-21, and hold the reins of Government, Isaiah 9:1-7, and Who, as the sole Mediator between God and man, 1 Timothy 2:5-6, has all the persons of His people in His hands, and all His Grace and Glory for them.  In the Lord Jesus Christ's hands which also have laid Himself as the Chief Corner stone by which the Apostles built the Foundation of God's Grace, 1 Corinthians 3:10, in the hearts of His people, and He alone will finish this in them.  The Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the Author, will be the also the Finisher of the faith, Hebrews 12:1-2.  

" . . . and thou shall know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you."  This clause is not an address to the High Priest Zerubbabel, but to the Jews, as appears from the plural word used, at the end of it.  Nor are the words spoken by the Prophet of himself, but they are spoken by the Messiah, called "the Word of the Lord" in verse eight above, Who, when He shall have finished the work of Grace on every man's heart by His Holy Spirit, and shall have completed the whole Gospel building, which is His Church, with Him being the Chief Cornerstone, by gathering in everyone of the Elect, then it shall be known and owned by all who are Saved, both the converted Jews and Gentiles, that it is He, the I AM HE, the Lord of Hosts, Who is the true Messiah, the One sent of God to the forefathers of the Jews, who came to Preach the Gospel to them, work miracles among them, and obtain eternal redemption for His people.
10 For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth.

Note:  The eyes of the Lord is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Branch, Zechariah 3:8-9.


11 Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?

Note:  Two Olive Trees, www.alemattec.com/Tongues and the 'latter rain,' NOT 'later, later rain' . . . .doc
12 And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?

Note:  These two olive trees, the two witnesses of Revelation 11, are branches of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who is the Vine, John 15:5, that feeds the branches with the Holy Spirit, the Comforter of God's people, John 14:15-31; John 16:13.

13 And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.
14 Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.

Note:  GOD'S first and greatest object is His Own Glory. There was a time, before all time, when there was no day but the Ancient of Days, when the Triune Holy God dwelt alone in His magnificence before His created beings, the Holy Angels.  Whatever, then, God permits or does, he doeth with this one motive, His Own glory. Even bring men to Salvation, costly though it was, and infinitely a benefaction to us, had for its first object, and for its grandest result, the exaltation of the Being and of the attributes of the One Triune Holy God, I AM, Jehovah.

God's Glory then it is true in the most general of the great acts of God, and is equally true in the most minuscule of them. It is equally true that God has a Church, His Church, and that that Church has been redeemed, before the foundation of the world, and will be preserved for God's Glory, and furthermore it is equally true that everything that is done to His Church, in His Church, or for His Church is either with the permission or by the very Power of God, which is for God's Glory, as well as for His Church's well-being.

Notice, while in reading Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, that whenever God has Blessed His Church, God has always secured Himself the Glory of the Blessing, though the Church has had the profit of His Blessing.  Sometimes God has been pleased to redeem His people by His might, and by using His might and power all the Glory hath come to Him alone.  Did God not smite Egypt, and lead forth His people, with a strong hand and outstretched arm? The Glory of this victory over the most powerful nation in the world was not to the rod of Moses, but to the Almighty God Whose power made the rod so potent. Indeed, God did lead His people through the wilderness, and defended them from their enemies.  Still, God, by teaching the people their dependence upon the Lord God, Jehovah, the I AM, He preserved to Himself all the Glory.  So that it was not Moses nor Aaron amongst the Priests or the Prophets could share the Honor and Glory with God, who receives it all to Himself. 

God is jealous God, Exodus 20:5; Exodus 34:14; Deuteronomy 4:24; Deuteronomy 5:9; Deuteronomy 6:15, jealous of His Own Honor and Glory, and will NOT share his Honor and Glory with another, Isaiah 6:3; Isaiah 42:8; Isaiah 48:11; Revelation 18:1.  God will not suffer even His Church to be delivered in such a way as to honor men more than God.  God Almighty will take to Himself the Throne without a rival.  God alone will wear a Crown, many Crowns that never did a head wear, having a golden girdle, Revelation 1:7-16; Revelation 10:1-3; Revelation 14:12-14; Revelation 19:6-16.  God will sway a Scepter that never hath been grasped.  Truly as He alone is God, the earth shall know that He, and He alone, hath done it, and unto Himself shall be all the Glory.

If a man who is a Christian is in power at the head of the Government, it will be likely that the citizens will be induced to search into the authenticity of Christian belief, and so great results will follow.  Thus, it is only when a people have been left to themselves, and Preached to by men of God, that men have been brought to God.  When conquerors begin to "Preach the Gospel" to those they have conquered, it will not succeed, as God will teach us "that it is not by might".  All swords that have ever flashed from scabbards have not aided the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth a single grain, Matthew 26:50-52; John 18:10-11; Luke 22:35-38; Revelation 13:10.

Stuck in between the other verses above which speaks that a Christian should NOT have a sword is Luke 22:36 . . .

Luke 22:36
36Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.

Note:  A man who is a poor man, and has no money to buy a sword with, let him part with his garment, which rich men who had money had no need to do.  The Lord Jesus Christ here uses the common dialect of the nation.  On the Feast of Dedication of the Temple, "If a man had not any thing to eat, but what he had by alms, he must beg, or "sell his garment," and take oil, and lamps, and light them." These words of the Lord Jesus Christ are not to be understood literally, in that He was suggesting that His Disciples furnish themselves with physical swords.  Since the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who knows all things would then never would later have said, as He afterwards does, that two were sufficient; which could not be enough for the eleven Apostles.  Nor would the Lord Jesus Christ then have forbidden the Apostle Peter the use of one, as he did just a short time after making this comment in Luke 22:36 (above).  The Lord Jesus Christ's meaning is:  that wherever they went, and a door was opened for the Preaching of the Gospel, that as soon as the Word of God was Preached, they would have many adversaries, and amongst these would be very powerful enemies, many whom speak half-Truths – as evening, ravening, grievous wolves. (Wolves who really were not of God, but came in as sheep among the flock of lambs who are God's Chosen, the True Worshipers, those Called of God, who are the lambs who are the Lord Jesus Christ's Church, as had been done also within Judaism – as evening wolves, Zephaniah 3:1-5; Matthew 7:15; Matthew 10:16; Luke 10:3; Acts 20:29).  Indeed, these same wicked ones would, who were of satan himself, quickly come into Christianity also, and would claim to be Called of God, some claiming even to be Called as Apostles, but were not of God, 2 Corinthians 11:12-14.  God's lambs would be made merchandise of, and would be used with great violence, and be followed with rage and persecution, and even put to death by these who claimed to be Apostles, or Prophets, or Teachers of God, but were not, and who were damned by God,  2 Peter 2:1-3.  So that the lambs, the Lord Jesus Christ's Church, might seem to stand in need of a sword to defend them, not a physical sword, but should take with them the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 


Ephesians 6:17
17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:


The phrase that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was using was expressive of the danger the Apostles would be exposed to, and their need of protection; and therefore it was wrong for them to be disputing and quarreling about superiority, or looking out for, and expecting temporal (earthly) pomp and grandeur:  when the fact is they would be forlorn, destitute, and in an afflicted condition, and have nothing at the end for Preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  




1 Corinthians 4:8-13

8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.

9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.

10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.

11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace;

12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:

13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.


Furthermore, a man who is a poor man, and has no money with which to buy a sword with, let him part with his garment, which men who had money did not need to do.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth here, on the Feast of Dedication of the Temple, says "If a man had not any thing to eat, but what he had by alms, he must beg, or "sell his garment," and take oil, and lamps, and light them."  Let him sell his garment . . .  A Garment is an outer robe, and is descriptive of righteousness; this garment  is the Lord Jesus Christ's Righteousness, and cannot be bought with money . . .
Isaiah 61:10
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

Isaiah 55:1
55 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
Note:  Water, wine, and milk . . .  Not merely water, which is needed to maintain life (speaking both of physical H2O and Spiritual Water, but also wine and milk to strengthen, cheer, and nourish.  Therefore, Water, wine, and milk means spiritual blessings of the Gospel.  Waters," plural, to denote abundance, Isaiah 43:20; Isaiah 44:3, both physical and Spiritual.  Come to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, for He is the Fountain opened, He alone is the Rock smitten, Exodus 17:6, 1 Corinthians 10:4, Isaiah 25:6; John 5:1; John 7:37-46.   We all are Spiritual bankrupts, and could not afford by our own righteousness to buy wine, milk, or bread, as it states to come ye, buy, and eat . . .  Having no Spiritual "money" to buy wine and milk, thus they are mentioned as not only necessary physical things, but here is mentioned to the spiritual life.  Buy without money . . . as we who are Called of God, God's Elect, His Chosen, the True Worshipers, those Born Again are bought, but not with a price paid by ourselves, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 1 Peter 1:18-21.  Come to Holy Ordinances, to the streams that make glad the City of our God. Come to the healing waters, come to the living waters which give life and drink freely.

In Him, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who is the Sun of Righteousness, is also the Tree of Life, and a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the Throne of God and of the Lamb, and the leaves of that Tree is for healing of the nations.  The Trees of life are fed by the pure waters of the river that comes from the very Throne of God. The presence of God in Heaven, is the health and happiness of the Saints. This Tree was an emblem of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and of all the blessings of His Salvation.  The leaves are for the healing of the nations, mean that the Lord Jesus Christ's favor and presence supply all good to the inhabitants of Heaven. The devil, satan, has no power there, and he cannot draw the Saints from serving God, nor can he disturb them in the Service of their God. God the Father and the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth are here spoken of as One. Service there shall be not only freedom, but honor and dominion. There will be no night, no affliction nor dejection, no pause in service or enjoyment of the Triune God and no diversions or pleasures or man's inventing will there be.  Revelation 22:1-2 is better understood as between the street of it," the city, "and the river, on this side, and on that side the Tree";  that is, the street on one side, and the river on the other, was the Tree of Life.  By the tree of Life is not meant  the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, nor godliness, nor even Eternal Life, nor any other of the Divine Persons, but is meant of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who is the Author of Life, natural, spiritual, and eternal,  Malachi 4:2; Revelation 22:1-2.
Revelation 2:7
7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
Note:  To him that overcometh: Overcomes the false Apostles, false teachers, and their false doctrines.  Their coldness, lukewarmness, and false remissness (carelessness) of their love, and the impure tenets and practices of the Nicolaitans. 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God, by which is meant the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, in allusion to the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is called the Tree of Life, because He alone is the Author and Finisher of the Faith which is Life, Hebrews 12:2, natural, spiritual, and eternal, and by Whom all things are created and all things were made, John 1:1-5, and because of His fruit, the blessings of life and Grace, that are in Him, of which Born Again Believers may eat by faith, and which they find to be the quickening of their soul, comforting, strengthening, and completely satisfying.  These are the Lord Jesus Christ's gift to them, even both the food they eat on the earth, and the faith by which they eat of Him, the Spiritual food, the Manna that came down from Heaven, are His gifts. So then, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, under the name of Wisdom, is called the Tree of life, in Proverbs 3:1-19.  The name, the Tree of Life was sometimes given by the Jews to mean the Messiah, by which is in the midst of the Paradise of God, as the Tree of Life was in the Garden of Eden, Genesis 2:9.  In the midst of which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Tree of life, is with God in Paradise, Heaven.  This shows, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Tree of Life, is to be come at by faith, and His fruit to be eaten as meat, and leaves for medicine, as He had laid out on earth to the Nation of Israel, Ezekiel 47:12.  As the Tree of Life, The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed, John 6:55, and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is to be lived upon as His body, represented by Manna, which came from Heaven, John 3:13; John 6:32-33, 38, 41-42, 50-51, 57-58; 1 Corinthians 15:47; 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is to be beheld and enjoyed by all His Saints, as He is now, and will be more perfectly hereafter in Heaven.
A Tree is a man's life, www.alemattec.com/Men as Trees.doc,and the Tree of Life is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
Revelation 22:17
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

Note:  The gifts offered to us are such as no price can be set upon. The things offered are already paid for; for Christ purchased them at the full price.  If the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and Heaven are ours, we see ourselves for ever indebted to God's free Grace.  All the wealth and pleasure in the world, will not yield solid comfort and contentment for a man's soul. They do not satisfy the appetites of the body, for all is vanity and vexation. Let the disappointments we meet with in the world, help to drive us to the Throne of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and to seek our satisfaction in Christ Jesus alone. Then, and not before, we shall find rest for our souls. Hear, and your soul shall live. On what easy terms is happiness offered us? By the sure Mercies of David, we are to understand the Messiah, the Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. All the Lord Jesus Christ's Mercies are Covenant Mercies.  These Covenant Mercies are purchased by the Lord Jesus Christ alone, they are promised in Him alone, and out of His hand they are dispensed to us. We know not how to find the way to the waters, but by following the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who is given to be our Leader, and Commander, to show us what to do, and enable us to do it. Our business is to obey the Lord Jesus Christ, and follow Him. As there is no coming to the Father but by Him. Jehovah God is the Holy One of Israel, true to His promises.  God the Father has promised to glorify His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by giving Him the heathen (Gentiles) for His inheritance. 

Matthew 22:1-14
1 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said,

2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son,

3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come.

4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage.

5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise:

6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them.

7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.

8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy.

9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage.

10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests.
11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment:
12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless.
13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

So, that the Apostle Paul, speaking of his own righteousness, or attempt at being right before God, was considered by him as being nothing but dung:

Philippians 3:7-14
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Luke 22:36
36Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.

Note:  Therefore, these words of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth are not to be understood literally, in that the Lord Jesus Christ was NOT saying that His Apostles should furnish themselves with physical swords.  This should be understood as replying in disgust, as the Lord Jesus Christ had taught them for three years.  Since the Lord Jesus Christ would never have said, as He afterwards does, that two swords were sufficient, which could not be enough for the eleven Apostles, nor would the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth then have forbidden the Apostle Peter the use of one, as He did just a short time after making this comment in Luke 22:36 (above) Matthew 26:50-52; John 18:10-11, but the Lord Jesus Christ's meaning is, that wherever they came, and a door was opened for the Preaching of the Gospel, that as soon as the Word of God was Preached, they would have many adversaries, and amongst these would be very powerful enemies, and they would be used with great violence, and be followed with rage and persecution, and even put to death.  So that they might seem to stand in need of a sword to defend themselves, not a physical sword, but that they should take with them the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
Ephesians 6:10-20
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.
11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:
18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,

20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
2 Corinthians 10:3-6
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.

Again . . .
Zechariah 4:1-14
1 And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep.
2 And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof:

3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof.
4 So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my lord?

5 Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.
6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.

Note:  The preservation of and the triumph of God's Church are both to be accomplished, not by might (military or otherwise, as the Hebrew word for might is also army), nor by (any power available to man or devil) power, but by the Holy Spirit of God, in order that all the Honor is to God, and God alone, and none of it to man.  Therefore, God's Church, can neither be preserved nor can its interests be promoted by human armies or the might of man.
7 Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.
8 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,

9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you.


Note:  The Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, www.alemattec.com/The Lord of Hosts the God of Israel, I AM HE, the Lord thy God, I AM the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Lord God, Jehovah God.doc, represented here by the High Priest Zerubbabel Haggai 2:18-25; Zechariah 1:7-17.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth laid the foundation of His Church, which is no other than Himself, Matthew 16:17-18, www.alemattec.com/Re, . . . Chick-fil-A braces for protests, same-sex ‘kiss-in’ . . . .doc.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the foundation of His Church, and He is firm and strong, sure and certain, immovable and everlasting, as the Tree of Life, and His hands will finish the building of His Church by bringing and laying every Elect soul upon this foundation which is Him, 1 Peter 2:4-10.  We may be concluded from His hands being those which have also laid the foundations of the Heavens and the earth, Job 38, uphold all things in His Being, Colossians 1:12-21, and hold the reins of Government, Isaiah 9:1-7, and Who, as the sole Mediator between God and man, 1 Timothy 2:5-6, has all the persons of His people in His hands, and all His Grace and Glory for them.  In the Lord Jesus Christ's hands which also have laid Himself as the Chief Corner stone by which the Apostles built the Foundation of God's Grace, 1 Corinthians 3:10, in the hearts of His people, and He alone will finish this in them.  The Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the Author, will be the also the Finisher of the faith, Hebrews 12:1-2.  

" . . . and thou shall know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you."  This clause is not an address to the High Priest Zerubbabel, but to the Jews, as appears from the plural word used, at the end of it.  Nor are the words spoken by the Prophet of himself, but they are spoken by the Messiah, called "the Word of the Lord" in verse eight above, Who, when He shall have finished the work of Grace on every man's heart by His Holy Spirit, and shall have completed the whole Gospel building, which is His Church, with Him being the Chief Cornerstone, by gathering in everyone of the Elect, then it shall be known and owned by all who are Saved, both the converted Jews and Gentiles, that it is He, the I AM HE, the Lord of Hosts, Who is the true Messiah, the One sent of God to the forefathers of the Jews, who came to Preach the Gospel to them, work miracles among them, and obtain eternal redemption for His people.
10 For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth.

Note:  The eyes of the Lord is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Branch, Zechariah 3:8-9.
11 Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?
Note:  Two Olive Trees, www.alemattec.com/Tongues and the 'latter rain,' NOT 'later, later rain' . . . .doc
12 And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?


Note:  These two olive trees, the two witnesses of Revelation 11, are branches of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who is the Vine, John 15:5, that feeds the branches with the Holy Spirit, the Comforter of God's people, John 14:15-31; John 16:13.

13 And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.
14 Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth. 

Note:  Due to the influence of the Roman Catholic "church," the Church of England," Anglican "church," and the Episcopalian Missionaries, as well as other "clergymen" who have assumed a kind of superiority and dignity over the people using their "priesthood, and pomp and circumstance," the spreading of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has been hindered.  These have taken the title of Reverend, www.alemattec.com/Reverend, fear Him . . . .doc, and have called themselves "clergy, and the people laity".  As a result these have weakened the influence of the True Christian Missionaries.  To be successful in Preaching the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, unless a Preacher stands and feels that the one being taught the Word of God is a potential Brother in Christ, if they are thus Called, and are indeed bone of their bone, and flesh of their flesh, the Preacher cannot stand before them any other way and get at their hearts.  Neither bayonets, swords, or guns, have never yet been, nor never can be, promoters of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Christian Gospel will proceed without them, but never through them, as God has said by the Prophet Zechariah, ". . . Not by might, . . .".
NOR BY POWER, that is, individual strength. The greatest works that have been done have been done by the ones. The hundreds, thousands, ten thousands, do not often do much, the companies moving by their power never do.  It is the units, the single digit, just single individuals, that after all are the power and the might that move and accomplish great things. Look on the Reformation, there might be many Reformers, yet there was but one Luther, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther.  There are many great Preachers/Teachers, but there was but one Calvin, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Calvin.  A man alone can do more than a man with fifty men at his heels to fetter him. Committees are very seldom of much use, and bodies and societies sometimes are at times a loss of strength instead of a gain. It is said, that if Noah's Ark had had to be built by a company, they would not have laid the keel yet.  Who delivered Israel from the Philistines? It was a solitary man by the Power of God, Samson. Who was it that gathered the people together to route the Midianites? It was one Gideon, who cried, "The sword of the Lord and of Gideon," Judges 7:15-20.  Who was he that smote the enemy when the whole Nation of Israel was afraid of the giant Goliath?  It was but a shepherd boy, David, trusting in the Lord God of Israel, using a sling and stones which did more than the whole of the Nation's armies could accomplish. "But," says God, ". . . nor by power, . . ." note even by a single man's power will the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth be spread.  All will be done by God's Holy Spirit, by God's Grace, for God's Glory, so that no man can boast:
Ephesians 2:8-10
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

All for God's Glory . . .

Exodus 24:16-18
16 And the glory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud.
17 And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel.

18 And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights.
Deuteronomy 4:24
24 For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.
Deuteronomy 9:3
3 Understand therefore this day, that the Lord thy God is he which goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy them, and he shall bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the Lord hath said unto thee.
Hebrews 12:29
29 For our God is a consuming fire.
2 Chronicles 7:1-22
1 Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the house.

2 And the priests could not enter into the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's house.
3 And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever.

4 Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the Lord.

5 And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep: so the king and all the people dedicated the house of God.

6 And the priests waited on their offices: the Levites also with instruments of musick of the Lord, which David the king had made to praise the Lord, because his mercy endureth for ever, when David praised by their ministry; and the priests sounded trumpets before them, and all Israel stood.

7 Moreover Solomon hallowed the middle of the court that was before the house of the Lord: for there he offered burnt offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings, because the brasen altar which Solomon had made was not able to receive the burnt offerings, and the meat offerings, and the fat.

8 Also at the same time Solomon kept the feast seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great congregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt.

9 And in the eighth day they made a solemn assembly: for they kept the dedication of the altar seven days, and the feast seven days.

10 And on the three and twentieth day of the seventh month he sent the people away into their tents, glad and merry in heart for the goodness that the Lord had shewed unto David, and to Solomon, and to Israel his people.

11 Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord, and the king's house: and all that came into Solomon's heart to make in the house of the Lord, and in his own house, he prosperously effected.
12 And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice.
13 If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people;
14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

15 Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer that is made in this place.

16 For now have I chosen and sanctified this house, that my name may be there for ever: and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.
17 And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, and do according to all that I have commanded thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my judgments;

18 Then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, according as I have covenanted with David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel.

19 But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my commandments, which I have set before you, and shall go and serve other gods, and worship them;

20 Then will I pluck them up by the roots out of my land which I have given them; and this house, which I have sanctified for my name, will I cast out of my sight, and will make it to be a proverb and a byword among all nations.

21 And this house, which is high, shall be an astonishment to every one that passeth by it; so that he shall say, Why hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and unto this house?

22 And it shall be answered, Because they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshipped them, and served them: therefore hath he brought all this evil upon them.
Isaiah 6:1-5
1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.
4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.

Ezekiel 10:1-5
1 Then I looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne.

2 And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight.

3 Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, when the man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court.
4 Then the glory of the Lord went up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the Lord's glory.
5 And the sound of the cherubims' wings was heard even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he speaketh.
Habakkuk 2:14
14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.
Matthew 6:9-13
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

10 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
Matthew 24:29-31

29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:

30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
Revelation 16:9
9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.
Revelation 19:1-3
1 And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:
2 For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.
3 And again they said, Alleluia And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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