The Tithe, meaning 10%, is specifically mentioned in the Book of Leviticus, the Book of Numbers, and also in the Book of Deuteronomy. The Tithing system, or the Tithe was organized into a 7 year cycle, corresponding to the Shemittah cycle (Shemittah cycle, or the Sabbatical Year, is the seventh year of the seven-year agricultural cycle mandated by the Torah for the Land of Israel, and still observed in contemporary Judaism.) Every year, Bikkurim (Bikkurim, or "First-fruits"), Terumah (Terumah, "Great Offering") which is, usually, a food item given to the Jewish Priest, as a required gift, is the first of all Tithes given on produce, and thus is given from the "greatest quantity of produce" before any other gift is given).  Ma'aser Rishon (Ma'aser Rishon, again of The First Tithe, requiring the giving of one tenth of agricultural produce, after the giving of the standard Terumah, to the Kohen (Jewish Priest), or to the Levite.  Terumat Ma'aser (Terumat Ma'aser, "The Tithe Offering" is a rabbinical Hebrew term based on the Commandment in the Old Testament which required a giving of a Tithe of 10% to the Levites. The first term, Terumah, means offering. The term Ma'aser literally means a tenth of money, the whole term means "Tithe Offering," which does not occur in the Holy Bible.  The Tithe Offerings were separated from the grain, wine and oil.   Unlike other offerings which were restricted to consumption within the Tabernacle, Deuteronomy 14:22, the yearly Tithe to the Levites could be consumed anywhere, Numbers 18:31. On years one, two, four and five of the Shemittah cycle, God Commanded the Children of Israel to take a Second Tithe that was to be brought to the city of Jerusalem.  The owner of the produce was to separate and bring 1/10th of his finished produce to Jerusalem (after separating Terumah and the First Tithe,) but if the family lived too far from Jerusalem, the Tithe could be redeemed with coins or money, Deuteronomy 14:24-25. God thus required the owner of the redeemed coins to spend the Tithe on whatever their hearts desired, "And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the Lord thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household," Deuteronomy 14:22-27 implicit in the Commandment was an obligation to spend the coins on items meant for human consumption, on what they enjoyed. This Second Tithe could be brought to Jerusalem any time of the year and there was no specific obligation to bring the Second Tithe to Jerusalem for the Festival of Sukkot, specifically. The only time restriction was a Commandment to remove all the Tithes from one's house in the end of the third year, Deuteronomy 14:28.

The third year was called "The Year of Tithing," Deuteronomy 26:12-14, in which the Israelis set aside 10% of the increase of the land, they were to give this Tithe to the Levites, strangers, orphans, and widows. These Tithes were in reality and in fact used as we would a tax today in the United States for the Administration of the government for the people of Israel, and this Tithes were mandatory, not optional giving. This Tithe was then distributed locally "within thy gates" Deuteronomy 14:28-29, to support the Levites and assist the poor.  
The Levites, also known as the Tribe of Levi, were descendants of Abraham, and were named after Abraham's great-great-grandson, the son of Jacob and Leah whose name was Levi. The Tribe of Levi were assistants to the Israelite Priests (who were the children of Aaron and, therefore, a subset of the Tribe of Levi,) and the Levites did not own or inherit a territorial patrimony, Numbers 18:21-28. Their function in society was that of "Temple functionaries, teachers, and trusted civil servants who supervised the weights and scales and witnessed agreements". The goods donated from the other Israeli Tribes were their source of sustenance, in other words, the other 11 Tribes of Israel gave them their pay, as civil servants and attendants of the Temple Worship, which was 10% of the crops and livestock the other 11 Tribes reaped. They received from "all Israel" a Tithe of food or livestock for support, and in turn, would set aside a tenth portion of that Tithe they recieved for the Aaronic Priests in Jerusalem.  This Tithe of 10% for the Levites, and "Tithe of the Tithe" paid to the Priests, given from the Levites (Nehemiah 10:38) of 10% of 10%, or (1%) for the Aaronic Priests .

The New Testament does not teach nor require the Tithe for Christians, as does the Old Testament for the Nation of Israel, but the New Testament teaches "freewill offerings" as a means of supporting the Church: 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, "Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, . . ."  2 Corinthians 9:7. Also, some of the earliest groups sold everything they had and held the proceeds in common to be used for the furtherance of the Gospel, much more than the Tithe of 10%, but all they had were shared in common: Acts 2:44-47, Acts 4:34-35. Furthermore, Acts 5:1-20 contains the account of a man and wife, Ananias and Sapphira, who were living in one of these groups. They sold a piece of property and donated only part of the selling price to the Church, but claimed to have given the whole amount, and a curse was pronounced on them, and immediately fell down and died when confronted by the Apostle Peter over their dishonesty.

The New Testament account promotes giving and does not mention Tithing for Christians.  2 Corinthians 9:7 talks about "cheerful giving," 2 Corinthians 8:12 encourages the Born Again Believers to give what you can afford, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 discusses giving weekly (although this is a saved amount to assists the Church at Jerusalem), 1 Timothy 5:17-18 exhorts supporting the financial needs of Christian workers, but does not require them to do so, and even though the Apostle Paul makes the argument on this point, he and the other Apostles did not work for money, but worked with their own hands 1 Corinthians 4:9-13, and in Acts 11:29-30 promotes feeding the hungry Brethren wherever they may be, and James 1:27 states that pure religion is that the Church was to help true widows and orphans.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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