Genesis 4:14-16

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me.

15 And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.
Note:  Could this have been a tatoo of some sort?  See Leviticus 19:28 below.

16 And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.

Note:  The wickedness of the wicked brings a curse upon all they do, and all they have. Cain complains not of his sin, but of his punishment. It shows great hardness of heart to be more concerned about our sufferings than our sins. God has wise and Holy ends in prolonging the lives even of very wicked men. Everything is in God's plan.  God is unfolding his plan perfectly.  It is in vain to inquire what was the mark set upon Cain. It was doubtless known, both as a brand of infamy on Cain, and a token from God that they should not kill him.  Some have speculated that it was Cain's skin color, his skin was turned black.  However, there are many different shades of color, so I don't believe that to be the mark.  Some, that the mark was like a tattoo, but similar to a birth mark, which made him look deformed and people afraid.  Some that Cain's inner heart would be reflected in his outward nature, not hidden as many people do their true self.  In other words, he was of satan so he was a wild man not able to control himself, like the man who would cut himself, mark himself with cuts, a type of extreme self hated.


Mark 5: 1-20

1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes.

2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains:

4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him.

5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him,

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.

8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.

9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many.

10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.

11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding.

12 And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea.

14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was done.

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

16 And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was possessed with the devil, and also concerning the swine.

17 And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts.

18 And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with him.

19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.

20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.


TO GOD BE THE GLORY, based on Galatians 1:3-5

Galatians 1:3-5

3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,

4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:

5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.


TO GOD BE THE GLORY
Words: Fanny Crosby

To God be the glory, great things He has done;
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
And opened the life gate that all may go in.

Refrain (Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory, great things He has done).

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To every believer the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

Refrain

Great things He has taught us, great things He has done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
But purer, and higher, and greater will be
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

Refrain



Leviticus 19:28

28 Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the Lord.


2 Samuel 13:28
28 Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded you? be courageous, and be valiant.

Note:  Mark here means to see (with the inner eye, with understanding) to think, to view.



Jeremiah 2:22
22 For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord God.

Note:  Mark here is consistent with my belief that the mark is a permanent outward sign, such as a tatoo, or a cutting put into the skin. 
Mark in the Hebrew is:
katham: to be stained
Original Word: כָּתַם
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: katham
Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-tham')
Short Definition: stain
To mark, meaning to carve or engrave to inscribe indelibly into (the skin (or into the soul)) thus causing a permanent stain.

This is why King David pleaded with God, in Psalm 51, to wash his heart (that had been marked with sin into his very soul) and make it white as snow:

Psalm 51:6-7

6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.


Ezekiel 9:4-6

4 And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

5 And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity:

6 Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.

Note:  Mark here means:  a mark placed on the forehead, outwardly visible, which is a sign of being held exempt from God’s Judgment.  Literally meaning:  my (written) mark (in attestation.  Attestation means:  a : to affirm to be true or genuine; specifically : to authenticate by signing as a witness, to authenticate officially, to establish or verify the usage of, to be proof of : manifest or to make known <his record attests his integrity>, to put on oath), bono fide:  authentic; true.  



Romans 16:17

17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

Note:  Mark here in the Greek means:  I look at, regard attentively, take heed (heed:  pay careful attention; take notice; close observation,) beware (beware:  to be wary, cautious, or to be careful of,) consider with discernment, judge.



Galatians 6:17

17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

Note:  Marks here in the Greek mean:  Definition: a mark or brand.  Stígma – properly, a brand mark burned into the skin; (figuratively) "Holy scars" that go with serving Jesus as Lord and God.  [Brand-marks, a stígma), like "tatoos" (Gk stigmata), were burned into the skin of slaves in New Testament times – proving they belonged to a particular owner, their Master.]

A mark pricked in or branded upon the body. Slaves and soldiers bore the name or stamp of their Master or Commander branded or pricked (cut) into their bodies to indicate what master or general they belonged to, and there were even some devotees who stamped themselves in this way with the token of their gods.  The marks of (the Lord) Jesus Christ, which the Apostle Paul in Galatians 6:17 above says he bears as though they had been branded on the Apostle Paul’s body, are the traces left there by the perils, hardships, imprisonments, scourgings, endured by him for the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and which marked the Apostle Paul as the Lord Jesus Christ's faithful and approved votary (votary:  one who was consecrated by a vow,) Christ Jesus’ slave, His soldier.
Stígma ("brand-mark") refers to the literal scars from wounds received by the Apostle Paul from the Lictor's rods at Pisidian Antioch, the stoning at Lystra, etc. These "marked the Apostle Paul" as the slave of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth (bearing "Holy scars for Christ Jesus").  
Acts 14:18-20
18 And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them.
19 And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.
20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.
Acts 27:37-44
37 And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls.
38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea.
39 And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship.
40 And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore.
41 And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves.
42 And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape.
43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land:
44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.
Acts 16:25-40
29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,
30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.
33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.
34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.
35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants, saying, Let those men go.
36 And the keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, The magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore depart, and go in peace.
37 But Paul said unto them, They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us out privily? nay verily; but let them come themselves and fetch us out.
38 And the serjeants told these words unto the magistrates: and they feared, when they heard that they were Romans.
39 And they came and besought them, and brought them out, and desired them to depart out of the city.
40 And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed.
Acts 21:18-36
18 And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present.
19 And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.
20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:
21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs.
22 What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come.
23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them;
24 Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.
25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication.
26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for every one of them.
27 And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him,
28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men every where against the people, and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath polluted this holy place.
29 (For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple.)
30 And all the city was moved, and the people ran together: and they took Paul, and drew him out of the temple: and forthwith the doors were shut.
31 And as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto the chief captain of the band, that all Jerusalem was in an uproar.
32 Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down unto them: and when they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul.
33 Then the chief captain came near, and took him, and commanded him to be bound with two chains; and demanded who he was, and what he had done.
34 And some cried one thing, some another, among the multitude: and when he could not know the certainty for the tumult, he commanded him to be carried into the castle.
35 And when he came upon the stairs, so it was, that he was borne of the soldiers for the violence of the people.
36 For the multitude of the people followed after, crying, Away with him.
Philippians 3:17
17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.
Note:  Be followers, in the Greek means imitators, use the example I have set.  Mark them, in the Greek means:  I look at, regard attentively, take heed, beware, consider, keep your eye on, watch closely, to take aim at (spy), i.e. (figuratively) regard -- consider, take heed, look at (on), to mark.  Those who walk contrary to the Gospel message who claim to be part of the Church, they should become “Marked men”.  Judge them as antichrist, even though they claim the name of Christ as their own.  However, we should NOT mark anyone out or rash judgment.  See:  www.Alemattec.com/Judge%20not,%20not!.doc
Matthew 12:30
30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.
Malachi 3:13-18
13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee?
14 Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?
15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered.
16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.
17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.
18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

Note:  Discern in the Hebrew here means:  discern (distinguish between (judge for yourself, advise self) . . . between the righteous and the wicked . . .



Revelation 13:15-17
15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.
16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:
17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.
Note:  The Mark in the Greek means:  sculpture; engraving, a stamp, sign.  A scratch or etching, i.e. Stamp (as a badge of servitude), or scupltured figure (such as a statue or figurine) -- graven, mark.   An engraving (etching); figuratively a mark providing undeniable identification, like a symbol giving irrefutable connection between parties.  The Greek word:  xáragma ("brand-mark") was originally any impress on a coin or a seal, used by an engraver on a die (stamp, branding iron). (xáragma) later became "the identification-marker" (like with an owner's unique "brand-mark").  A device used by an owner to mark his property.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scarification
Scarifying (also scarification modification) involves scratching, etching, burning / branding, or superficially cutting designs, pictures, or words into the skin as a permanent body modification.[1] In the process of body scarification, scars are formed by cutting or branding the skin by varying methods. Scarification is sometimes called cicatrization (from the French equivalent).

Scarification is not a precise practice; variables, such as skin type, cut depth, and how the wound is treated while healing, make the outcome unpredictable. A method that works on one person may not work on another. The scars tend to spread as they heal, so outcome design is usually simple, the details being lost during healing.
Branding
Human branding is one type of scarification. It is similar in nature to livestock branding.
Tattoo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tatoo
A tattoo is a form of body modification, made by inserting indelible ink into the dermis layer of the skin to change the pigment.

Many identify the Mark of the Beast as a computer chip implant.  I used to think this as well, until I did this study.  According to Strong's Concordance, the definition for the word "Mark" in Revelation 13:16-17 is not  "implant" but an "engraved" image or "etching" into one’s skin. Those who receive the mark or stamp, an imprinted mark on the forehead or the right hand are marked as the followers of the antichrist.  This definition applies exclusively to ALL references to the "Mark" in the Book of Revelation.
Note:  Could this be that those who receive the chip, RFID chip implanted in them, also then by this implant receive the antiChrist's mark?  Thus, could the mark be physical implant which shows spiritual consent?  Could there also be a physical mark “with” the chip?  Or, is it an invisible tattoo showing we've received our “anti-virus” inoculation?

Revelation 14:8-12
8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.
9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.
12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
Note:  The reception of the mark in the right hand must therefore mean, that all so receiving it devote the whole powers of their mind and body to the propagation of the papacy, the Roman Catholic “church,” i.e.:  Latin worship, and to the eradication of all they denominate heresies out of their Church.  Some, however, receive the mark in their foreheads.  Anything being impressed upon the forehead, is meant the public profession of whatever is inscribed or marked upon it. See Revelation 9:4; Revelation 14:1; Revelation 22:4, etc. (To understand Revelation 9:4, see:  www.alemattec.com/Men as Trees.doc).  Thus, the mark of the beast being received on the forehead means that all those so marked make a public profession of the papacy, Latin worship; whereby it is evident to all that they form a part of the the Roman Catholic “church,” i.e.:  the Latin “church”.  Many may be marked in the right hand who are also marked in/on their foreheads; it does not follow that those marked on their foreheads are also marked in their right hand.  That is to say, it is not every individual that complies with the papacy, the Roman Catholic “church,” i.e.:  Latin worship who, to the utmost of his power, endeavors to propagate his religious system. Hence the propriety of the words, "He causeth all - to receive a mark in their right hand, Or in their foreheads." 
Revelation 15:2
2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.
Revelation 16:2
2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.
Revelation 19:20
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
Revelation 20:4
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
Leviticus 19:28
28 Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the Lord.
Note:  Marks here in the Hebrew means:  incision, imprintment, tattoo, an incision or gash – any + mark made into your skin.
www.alemattec.com/satanic images of the Vatican, 3.htm
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first!
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