Malachi 3: 1-18

1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.

Note:  Here is a Prophecy of the appearing of John the Baptist. John the Baptist was the harbinger (Harbinger:  A person sent ahead to provide lodgings or to prepare the way for one to whom he serves.  One that presages, or foreshadows, one that is to come.) specifically prepared a way for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. John the Baptist was the one, and the one who did, prepare the way before the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by calling men to repentance.  John the Baptist, as did Elijah, Luke 1:13-17. As Elijah had proved to the Jews that Jehovah God is the One True God, and had turned the people back to Jehovah from worshiping Baal, so too would John the Baptist come in the same Spirit and Power and turn the people back to God, preparing the way for God's Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 1 Kings 18.  The Messiah had been long called, "He that should come," and now shortly He Who shall come. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Messenger of the Covenant, the New Covenant, the New Testament. 

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, comes to His Temple, the hearts of sinners, and He prepares the sinner's heart to be His Temple, by the Ministry of His Word and the convictions of His Holy Spirit, and He enters it as the Messenger of peace and consolation, Zechariah 6:15; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 1 Corinthians 6:19. No hypocrite or formalist can endure His Truth, the Truth of the Gospel, the Truth of His Doctrine, nor stand before His tribunal. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth came to distinguish men, to separate between the precious and the vile. Yes, as it is written, He, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth shall sit as a Refiner, see verse 2 below, and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by His Gospel, shall purify and reform His Church, and by His Holy Spirit working within His Called, God's Chosen, the Elect of God, He alone shall regenerate and cleanse His sheep, whom He calls by name.  The Lord Jesus Christ will Call all of His sheep, and He will Judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams and the he goats, Ezekiel 34; Luke 15:6; John 10:14; John 10:26-28; John 21:13-17. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone will take away the dross found in them. The Lord Jesus Christ will separate their corruptions, which render their faculties worthless and useless. The Born Again Believer, the True Worshiper of God, His Called, His Chosen, His sheep, needs not fear the fiery trial of afflictions and temptations, by which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as the refiner,  refines His gold. The Lord Jesus Christ will take care it is not more intense, nor longer than is needful for His sheep's own good.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will, by interceding for them, Hebrews 7:25, makes them acceptable to God the Father, as God the Father makes them acceptable to His Beloved, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Ephesians 1:6. Where no fear of God is, no good is to be expected, Psalm 36:1; Romans 3:18. Evil pursues sinners, coming about by satan and his devils, demons, seeking to attack those without armour, the full armour of God, Ezekiel 22:25; Zephaniah 3:3; 1 Peter 5:7-9; Ephesians 6:10-20.  God is unchangeable. Though the sentence against evil works be not executed speedily, and evil men call God slack, as His Judgment will be executed, 2 Peter 3:9.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is as much an enemy to sin as ever. We, who are the Called of God, God's Chosen, the True Worshipers may apply this all to ourselves. As the Born Again Believer follows a God that changes not, therefore it is that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not, Isaiah 58:11; Lamentations 3:22.


Returning to Malachi 3: 2-18

2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:

Note:  The Refiner is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.

4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years.

5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.

6 For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.
Note:  God the Father, like God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth changes not.

7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

Note:  The tithe was for the Priesthood.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth cursed the Priesthood, the Scribes and the Pharisees (Woe to you . . .) Matthew 23:1-39, and as He had cursed them for not knowing the time of their visitation by the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, He also cursed their Temple, Luke 19:44, and both were destroyed.  The Jews have no Temple, nor do they have a Priesthood.  Not one jot, nor one tittle, shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled, Matthew 5:18.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth fulfilled all the righteous requirements of the Law, www.alemattec.com/The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth perfectly fulfilled all of the Law; thus, He did away with the Levitical Priesthood, and the Tithe which supported them . . . .doc.  The Lord Jesus Christ, by the Apostle Paul in the Book of Hebrews,then did away with the tithe, www.alemattec.com/The_Truth_about_Tithing.doc, as it was for the Priesthood that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had destroyed.

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

Note:  Again, the Jews were, and still are, under the Law, and under the Law of the Tithe, for they sought righteousness by the Law, but have not obtained it, as righteousness does NOT come from the Law, but faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Romans 9:31; Romans 10:4; Galatians 2:21; Galatians 3:21; Philippians 3:8-11.


11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.

Note:  The devourer, the locust that consumed their crops, the Lord God said, the great army which I sent among you, Joel 1:4; Joel 2:25.

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee?

14 Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?

15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered.

16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.


Man has a saying concerning one who strongly resembles their father, "He's a chip off the old block".  As a block of wood, that has a chip taken out of it, or off of it, has the exact same nature, the same character (characteristics) the same likeness of the original block of wood, so too is the Son of God, Who is EXACTLY like God the Father who does not change.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth from eternity past to eternity future does not change.

Hebrews 13:8 
8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

The exhortation which the Apostle Paul gives the Christian Hebrews in the verse preceding this is to remember and follow the good instructions and examples of their Ministers.

Hebrews 13:7
7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.


The last part of this exhortation is to follow their faith. By following their faith, the Apostle Paul intends to have them adher to the Christian faith and those wholesome Doctrines which their Pastors have taught them, and not depart from them, as many in that day had done, to heretical tenets. The enforcement of this Doctrine is in these words, 

". . . considering the end of their conversation."

Hebrews 13:6-8

6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.

8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.


Considering the end of their conversation, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the end of their, Pastor's conversation.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the end of their conversation in their Office, the end of the Doctrines which they have taught, and the end of all their administrations, and all their labors in all their work.  Therefore, as the Pastor followed the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the end of their conversation, even so, they ought to follow their Pastor's faith, or cleave steadfastly to the Doctrines they had taught them, and not depart to other Doctrines. As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is unchangeable always, as He is the same, yesterday, today, and forever. 

If they still professed to be Christians or the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, then they should still cleave to, and contend for the same Doctrines that they were taught in their first conversion.

Jude 1:3
3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

Christians should still follow the faith of them who had first indoctrinated them in Christianity. As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the same now that He was then, and therefore, Christianity was obviously the same thing, and unchangeable. It was not one thing now, and another when they were first converted, or even like to any other thing than it always had been. Surely therefore, when the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and Christianity were thus unchangeable, the Apostle Paul to the Hebrews here would therefore have them not be fickle and changeable in their faith, nor have them depart from their faith once delivered to them, the Saints of God, nor be carried about with divers and strange Doctrines, as it follows in the next verse. 

When it is said that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the same yesterday, today, and forever, by yesterday is meant all time past, today the time present, and by forever is meant all that is future, from eternity past, to the present time, to eternity future. 


Sound Doctrine. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the same now as He has ever been, and ever will be. 

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is thus unchangeable in two respects. 

First, in His Divine nature. As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is One of the persons of the Trinity, He is therefore God, and so has the same Divine nature, or the fullness of the Godhead dwelling in Him, and all the same Divine attributes then belong to Him, of which immutability or unchangeableness is One.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in His human nature was NOT absolutely unchangeable, though His human nature, by reason of its union with the Divine, was not liable to those changes to which it was liable, as a mere creature. As an example, it was indestructible and imperishable, although subject to change. Having the Divine nature to uphold it, though, His human nature though capable of sin, it was not liable to fall and commit sin, as Adam and the fallen Angels did, but yet the human nature of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, when He was upon earth, was subject to many changes:  The Lord Jesus Christ's human nature had a beginning. It was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary. It was in a state of infancy, and afterwards changed from that state to a state of manhood, and this was attended not only with a change of His body, by His increasing in stature, but also on His mind. We read in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth not only increased in stature but also in wisdom, Luke 2:52. Thus, the human nature of the Lord Jesus Christ was subject to sorrowful changes, though not to sinful ones. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth suffered hunger, and thirst, cold, pain and suffering.  The Lord Jesus Christ suffered dreadful changes by having His body tortured and destroyed, and His soul poured out unto death.

Isaiah 53:12
12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.


Afterwards, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth became subject to a Glorious change at His resurrection and ascension. The Lord Jesus Christ's human nature was not liable to sinful changes, as Adam’s or the Angels’.  The Lord Jesus Christ was not owing to anything in His human nature, but to its relation to the Divine nature which upheld it. The same as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth with His human nature and his earthly mother, Mary.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth owed nothing to that union, but the physical birth.  In that birth, Mary was not Devine.  Not once in all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible does the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth call Mary, His mother.  Each time the Lord Jesus Christ speaks of Mary, He calls her woman, John 2:4; John 19:26.  Mary, though blessed above all women, was but a vessel that God used to bring about the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Word.  A vessel, the same as others who God had brought about to proclaim the Good News of the Gospel message, even in the Old Testament.

The Divine nature of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is absolutely unchangeable, and not liable to the least alteration or variation in any respect. It is the same now as it was before the world was created by Him. It was the same after the Lord Jesus Christ’s incarnation as before, when the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was born in a stable, and laid in a manger, and underwent many changes of his human nature on earth, and at last suffered that dreadful agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, Matthew 26:36-46, and suffered on the Cross of Calvary, Luke 23:33. The sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth made no alteration in His Divine nature. Afterwards, when the Lord Jesus Christ was glorified, and sat on the right hand of the Majesty of High, this too made no alteration in His Divine nature. 

Secondly, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is unchangeable in His Office. The Lord Jesus Christ is unchangeable as the sole Mediator, and sole Savior of His people which is His Church. That unchangeableness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in His Office of Mediator, appears in several things. 

1 Timothy 2:5
5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;


First, this Office never ceases to give place to any other.  His Office of sole Mediator never changes. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the only Mediator between God and man, that ever has been, or ever shall be. Even though Moses was a Mediator (as a likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the sole Mediator between God and man), and as Moses was a Hebrew, as was the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Moses met with, received the Law from, and spoke face to face with, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who was the Sole Mediator between God and man.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is an everlasting Savior. There have been typical Mediators, such as Moses, that have continued but a little while, and then have passed away, and others have come in their place. The sole Mediator between God and man, the Lord Jesus Christ's in His Office, continues forever. There have been Prophets as Mediators, that have been raised up, and these have died, and others have succeeded them. Moses was not suffered to continue by reason of death. The High Priest from Aaron's line was not to continue by reason of their death.  The dispensation which Moses introduced was abolished to give place to another which Christ should introduce. Moses gives place to the Lord Jesus Christ as the sole Mediator between God and man, but the Lord Jesus Christ never gives place to any other.

John the Baptist was a great Prophet. John the Baptist was Christ’s forerunner.  John the Baptist's Ministry shone bright a little while, but his Ministry by degrees ceased, and gave way to the Ministry of of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.


John 3:25-36

25 Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying.

26 And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him.

27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.

28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him.

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.

30 He must increase, but I must decrease.

31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all.

32 And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony.

33 He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.

34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.

35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.

36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

John the Baptist says, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” The Lord Jesus Christ’s Ministry never ceases. So the ancient legal Priests, they had but a changeable and short-lived Priesthood. Aaron died, and his son Eleazar succeeded in his place. After them there were many Priests, one after another, who by reason of death their Priesthood ended. But Christ continues a priest forever. Heb. 7:23, 24. And they truly were many priests; and they were not suffered to continue by reason of death. However, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, because He continues forever, hath an unchangeable Priesthood. These Levite Priests succeeded one another by inheritance. The father died and the son succeeded him, and then he died and his son succeeded him. 


Now, let's see the perfectness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in His Priesthood:


Hebrews 7:1-28

1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him;

2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;

3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.
Note:  Melchisedec was the King of Peace and Righteousness -- as is the Lord Jesus Christ  of Nazareth alone.  Such a One IS INDEED the Son of God, that is, an everlasting Priest; as the Lord Jesus Christ is God, the very Son of God, begotten without mother, and as a man, Christ Jesus was conceived without an earthly father. 

“ . . . but made like unto the Son of God; abidenth a priest continually.”  Daniel 3:16-25; Daniel 7:13-14; Revelation 1:13; Revelation 14:13-15 , a name by which the Messiah is often called, which was son of Man, and is expressive of the Truth of the Lord Jesus Christ’s human nature, Who was found in fashion as a man, Philippians 2:5-9, and was really one.  Christ Jesus being like the son of man designs reality and Truth, and not mere appearance.  The title, “the Son of Man, is used by the Lord Jesus Christ of Himself (speaking in the third person,) Matthew 8:20; Matthew 9:6; Matthew 10:23; Matthew 11:19; Matthew 12:8, 32, 40; Matthew 13:37, 41; Matthew 16:13, 27; Matthew 17:9, 12, 22; Matthew 18:11, etc . . . .  Melchisedec, like unto the Son of God, as One sharing the same nature as their Father.

4 Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.

5 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham:
Note:  Melchizedek in His Priesthood was above Abraham for He took tithes from Abraham, and blessed him as a Priest of the Most High God.  Such a One indeed is Christ Jesus, on Whom depends even Abraham's sanctification and indeed all the Born Again Believers, and Whom all men should worship and reverence as the author of all, Hebrews 12:2. 

6 But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises.

7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.

8 And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.

9 And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham.

10 For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.

11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?

12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.
Note:  In the Greek, being changed means deserted.  The Jews had deserted God and His Word.  The Jews “changed sides”.  Turned, perverted God's Word.  Turncoat.  To fall away or desert from one person or thing to another.  In so doing, the Jews switched parties, went over to another party, i.e.:  satan.  Galatians 1:6-10.

13 For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave attendance at the altar.

14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.

15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest,
Note:  Another here in the Greek normally means:  Of two: another, a second, (b) other, different, (c) one's neighbor.  Other or different – altered, changed, i.e.:  by the result of the Lord Jesus Christ’s suffering as He who first appeared here as Melchisedec, not having yet suffered, not yet having been perfected by His suffering, as would Christ Jesus, Who learned obedience by the things which He suffered, Hebrews 2:9-10; Hebrews 5:1-14.  Although normally spoken of a second person, or another Priest here as mentioned, this speaks of a different (though EXACTLY the same kind of Priest,) but one altered or changed by the trial of the Cross of Calvary,
Furthermore, the Apostle Paul certainly likes the word “better, ” as the Apostle Paul uses the word better 12 times in the original Greek (out of 18 total uses in the whole of the New Testament).   The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is better than the Angels, Hebrews 1:4.  The Apostle Paul is convinced of better things concerning the Hebrew Christians, Hebrews 6:9.  The New Covenant is a better Covenant with better promises, Hebrews 7:22; Hebrews 8:6. The Lord Jesus Christ is the better sacrifice, whose blood speaks better than the blood of Abel Hebrews 9:23; Hebrews 12:24.  Christians have a better possession in Heaven, Hebrews 10:34. Thus, men of faith sought a better country, that is, a Heavenly one, Hebrews 11:16.  Christians receive a better resurrection , Hebrews 11:35.  God has provided something better for us than for the Old Testament Saints, Hebrews 11:40.  In Hebrews 7:19, we have a better hope through which we draw near to God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 1 Timothy 1:1; Titus 2:12-14; 1 Peter 1:1-25.

16 Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.

17 For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

18 For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.
Note:  Disannulling or setting aside the Law of the Tithe.  In the Greek disannulling means:  Nullification, abrogation, (cancellation), i.e. what is rendered "no longer in effect" (literally, "no longer having a place").  www.alemattec.com/Shiloh . . . The Tribes of Dan, Ephraim, Judah, etc . . .  Levi -- their Priesthood destroyed, therefore the Tithe ended.doc

19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.

20 And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest:
Note:  The Covenant connected with the new Priesthood answered likewise to the superiority of the latter over the former Priesthood of Aaron and his descendants.


Thus, the Priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazarath was established by Oath of God the Father, and the Prieshood of Aaron was not. The Priesthood of Aaron passed from one person to another, because death put an end to its exercise by the individuals who were invested with it.  The better, greater Priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ abides the same for ever.  The Lord Jesus Christ's Priesthood is not EVER transmitted to others.  Thus, Christ Jesus saves completely, and to the end, those that come unto God by Him, seeing that He ever lives to intercede for them.

21 (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:)

22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.

23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death:

24 But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.

25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.


Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, from the Tribe of Judah, a Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;

27 Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.

28 For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, appearing as Melchisedec, King of Salem, King of Peace, Priest of the most High God, “is without father and without mother, without descent.” He had no earthly, physical ancestor that went before Him in His Priesthood, nor any posterity that should succeed Him. It that respect, Melchizedek is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, of whom the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible give us an account, that He was a Priest, that He was a King, but was not a Priest by inheritance, as the sons of Aaron were:


Hebrews 7:3
3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.

" . . . but made like unto the Son of God, abideth a priest continually”.  Therefore, it is said of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, that God will not change nor turn from what God says, for there is not even a shadow of turning in God, as there is no variableness, Who is the Father of Lights:

James 1:17
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.


The Lord God does not change concerning the Holy Priesthood, the High Priesthood of His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:

Psalm 110:4
4 The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.


Like the Father Who does not change, neither does God the Son, neither does those things that appertain to the Lord Jesus Christ’s Priesthood which are everlasting. The Tabernacle at which the Priests of old officiated was a Tabernacle that men pitched, and therefore a Tabernacle that was taken down. That Tabernacle was the Holy of Holies of old.  However, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is a Minister of the True Tabernacle, and the true Sanctuary, which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Himself built in Heaven, as the High Priest of God He sits on the right hand of the Throne of the Majesty of God, and this Tabernacle was not made by the hands of men.



Hebrews 8:1-2

1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;

2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as a Priest after the Order of Melchisedec, King of Salem, Priest of the most High God, is the High Priest in a Tabernacle which shall never be taken down, and in a Temple that shall never be destroyed. So, too the Altar on which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth offers incense, the Priestly garments or robes of the High Priest in which He officiates, are not of a corruptible nature. As the Lord Jesus Christ is everlasting with reference to His Kingly Office.  Yes, King David and King Solomon were great Kings, and eminent types of the Lord Jesus Christ. However, death put an end of their Kingdom and it was then passed on to their kin. All earthly monarchies that ever have been, those that have ruled over the bigger part of the known world, particularly the Grecian (Greek) and Roman monarchies, both have come to an end.  The Lord Jesus Christ’s Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, His throne is forever and ever.


Hebrews 1:8
8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.



Daniel 7:13-14

13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.

14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

Furthermore, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is at all times equally sufficient for the Office He has undertaken. The Lord Jesus Christ undertook the Office from eternity past, and He was sufficient for it. The Lord Jesus Christ has been in the exercise of His Office from the fall of man, and remains equally sufficient throughout all ages. The Lord Jesus Christ's power and His wisdom, His love, His excellency, and His worthiness is at all times equally sufficient for the Salvation of sinners, and for the upholding and glorifying of Born Again Believers. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is forever able to save, because He lives forever. His life is an endless and unchangeable life. He is made not after the Law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.


Hebrews 7:16
16 Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is at all times equally accepted as the sole Mediator in the sight of God the Father, Who is ever well pleased in Him.


Matthew 3:17 
17And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Matthew 17:5 
5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.


Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is always equally worthy and lovely in the eyes of God His Father. The Lord Jesus Christ is daily God the Father's delight, rejoicing always before Him.


Proverbs 8:30
30 Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him;

The sacrifice that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has offered up of Himself, and the righteousness that He has performed, is at all times equally sufficient. The Lord Jesus Christ's blood is as sufficient to cleanse away sin now, as when it was warm from His wounds. 

Not only is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth willing to Save His people, but He is fully able to Save them.

Philippians 3:21 
21Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.


2 Timothy 1:12 
12For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.


Hebrews 2:18 
18For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.


Hebrews 7:25 
25Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is now, and ever will be, the same that He ever has been in the disposition and will which He exercises in His Office. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is not changeable in His disposition, as men are that are called to any office or business, which causes them to appear and act very differently in their offices at some times, from what they do at others. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is, in this respect, the same yesterday, today, and forever. As the Lord Jesus Christ is ever disposed to execute His Office in a Holy manner. Christ Jesus ever has been, still is, and ever will be disposed to execute His Holy Offices so as to Glorify His Heavenly Father, so as to discountenance sin, and to encourage Holiness. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has ever exercised the same Grace and Mercy in His Office. The Lord Jesus Christ undertook the Office of a Mediator from eternity with delight. Then, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth delighted in the thoughts of saving sinners, and He still delights in it. Unchangeable in His Office, the Lord Jesus Christ never has altered from the disposition to accomplish it. When man by Adam fell and became a rebel and God's enemy, an enemy to His Father and to Himself, still it was the Lord Jesus Christ's delight to do the part of a Mediator for man. 


Genesis 3:21 
21Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.


When the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth came into the world as a babe, and came to His last agony on the Cross of Calvary, when the bitter cup that He was to drink was set before Him by God the Father, www.alemattec.com/The Cup.doc, and He had an extraordinary view of it so that the Son of God would not faint due to the very vision of the suffering He was about to endur, God sent an Angel from Heaven unto Him to strengthen Him, so that the sight of it made his soul “. . . exceeding sorrowful even unto death:” and caused him to “. . . sweat as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”


Matthew 26:38
38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.


Luke 22:42-44

42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.

43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.

44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.


Still He retained His disposition to do the part of a Mediator for sinners, and delighted in the thoughts of it. So, even when He was enduring the Cross of Calvery, the Salvation of sinners was a joy set before Him:


Hebrews 12:1-2

1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth never alters from His readiness to receive and embrace all that do in faith come to Him. All those that the Father gives to Him, the Lord Jesus Christ is always equally willing to receive. The Lord Jesus Christ's love is unchangeable. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth loved from all eternity, all those that the Lord God has Chosen.


Jeremiah 31:3
3 The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.



John 13:1
13 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the same yesterday, today, and forever, as the end which He aims at in His Office. The chief goad, and the  supreme end for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazaret is the Glory of God, particularly in vindicating the Honor of God the Father's majesty, justice, Holiness, Glory, and the Honor of God's Holy Law.  This was and is the goal of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, for which He undertook to stand as a Mediator between God and man, and to suffer for men, i.e.:  that the Honor of God’s Glory, justice, majesty, Holiness and Law may be vindicated in the Lord Jesus Christ's sufferings. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth also undertook the Office to Glorify the free Grace of God. The Lord Jesus Christ's special end in this undertaking was the Salvation and happiness of the Elect, the True Worshipers, those Born Again. To these ends the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has His eye in all parts of the work of His Office. The Lord Jesus Christ keeps His eye on these tasks always, as these ends He unchangeably aims at. To these ends the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth sought when entering into Covenant with the God the Father from all eternity. These ends the Lord Jesus Christ has sought from the beginning of the world to this time, and these He ever will seek. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is unchangeable, and He does not sometimes pursue one end, and then alter His mind and pursue another. Thus, from all eternity the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ever pursues the same ends. 


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ever acts by the same rules in the execution of His Mediatorial Office.  What are the rules of His Mediatorial Office?

The rules that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth follows, in the execution of His Mediatorial Office, are contained in a twofold Covenant. 

First, the Covenant of Redemption, or the Eternal Covenant that was between God the Father and God the Son, wherein the Lord Jesus Christ undertook to stand as Mediator with fallen man, and was appointed thereto in this Office by God the Father. In that Covenant, all things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ’s execution of His Mediatorial Office were agreed between God the Father and God the Son, and established by Them. This Covenant is the highest rule that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth follows in His Mediatorial Office. This rule that the Lord Jesus Christ never in the least departs from, nor never does anything, either more or less, than is contained in that Eternal Covenant. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does the work that God the Father gave Him to do in that Covenant, and no other. In this Mediatorial Office, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Saves those, and those only, that God the Father gave Him in that Covenant to Save. Furthermore, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth brings them to such a degree of happiness as was therein agreed in the Covenant. To this rule, the Lord Jesus Christ is unchangeable in this regard. In this Office, everything the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does, is not of His own Will, but to do the Will of His Heavenly Father, which stands good with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to do in every article of it, yesterday, today, and forever. 

John 8:28
28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.

Note: I AM HE,  www.alemattec.com/I AM HE.doc

Secondly, another Covenant that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has regard to in the execution of His Mediatorial Office is the Covenant of Grace which God established with man. Though indeed this maybe less properly the rule by which the Lord Jesus Christ acts as Mediator than the Covenant of Redemption, yet it may be justly still called a rule. The Promises which God makes to His creatures, in the rule from which He acts: i.e.:  all the Lord Jesus Christ's actions are in an exact conformity to God's Promises, and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth never departs in the least degree from them, as is the case with men with regard to their promises they make and the rule of their actions. Yet it is not the same as the rule of God in the same sense as a rule is to a created agent a created being, which must be considered as something antecedent (Antecedent:  a preceding event, condition, or cause) to the purposes of the agent, and that by which God's purposes are regulated. God’s Promises are consequent on His purposes, and are no other than the expressions of them. Thus, the Covenant of Grace is not essentially different from the Covenant of Redemption. The Covenant of Grace is essentially an expression of the Covenant of Redemption. It is only that the Covenant of Redemption was only at first partly revealed to mankind for their encouragement, faith, and comfort. Therefore, the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth never departs from the Covenant of Redemption, furthermore infers that He also will never depart from the Covenant of Grace. All that was Promised by God to men in the Covenant of Grace was agreed on between God the Father and God the Son in the Covenant of Redemption. Therefore, there is one thing wherein the Lord Jesus Christ’s unchangeableness in His Mediatorial Office appears, in that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth never departs from the Promises that God the Father has made to man. There is the exactly the same Covenant of Grace in all ages of the history of the world. The Covenant of Grace is not different now from what it was under the Old Testament, and even before the flood. The Covenant of Grace has always remained the same. It is therefore called an Everlasting Covenant, and is God's sure mercies, even the same Grace God showed to King David:

Isaiah 55:3
3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth does not alter His Covenant with God, and thus the Everlasting Covenant of the sure mercies of God, He unchangeably fulfills. The Lord Jesus Christ never departs in the least jot or tittle. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has given exceedingly great and precious promises to those that believe in Him,  and He ever fulfills them all. Heaven and earth shall sooner pass away, than one jot or one tittle of His Promises shall fail, till all be fulfilled. It is especially on account of the Lord Jesus Christ's unchangeableness with respect to His promises, that He reveals Himself as the , “I am that I am,” and He is called “Jehovah,”:


Exodus 3:14
14 And God said unto Moses, I Am That I Am: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.

Exodus 6:3
3 And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name Jehovah was I not known to them.

Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth revealed Himself to the children of Israel, in their Egyptian bondage, by this name, to encourage the people that He would fulfill His Promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is unchangeable in the acts which He exercises in His Office. The Lord Jesus Christ is unchangeable in His acceptance of those that believe in Him, and never will reject them. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is unchangeable in His complacency and delight in them. Christ Jesus is unchangeable in His intercession for His people, His Church. The Lord Jesus Christ never changes in this regard, nor will He, and He ever lives to make intercession for His people, His Church.

Hebrews 7:25
25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.


The Lord Jesus Christ's intercession before God in Heaven is a continual intercession. In His intercession, it is a constant presentation of His Will before God the Father, to do the Will of God His Father for the Salvation and happiness of those that are His by the virtue of His own blood. As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is unchangeable in His intercession, so He is also unchangeable in upholding and preserving those that are His, and ordering all things for their good, until they are brought to His Heavenly Glory. Furthermore, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is constant and unchangeable in taking care of them in all respects, and will hereafter receive them to a constant and unchangeable enjoyment of Himself, as He is in constant and unchangeable enjoyment of God His Father, and delights in doing the Father's Will. 


Psalm 40:8 
8I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.

Hebrews 10:7 
7Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.

Hebrews 10:9 
9Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.


 So, how do we apply this in our lives?

We learn from the Truth taught in the text, how fit the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is to be appointed as the surety, (Surety:  certainty, assurance, guarantee, a formal engagement (as a pledge) given for the fulfillment of an undertaking, a basis of confidence or security, as one who has become legally liable for the debt, default, or failure in duty of another) of fallen man. Adam, the first surety of mankind, but horribly failed in his work, because he was a mere creature, and so a mutable or changeable being. Though Adam had so great a trust committed to him, as the care of the eternal welfare of all his posterity, yet, not being unchangeable, Adam failed, and transgressed God’s Holy Covenant. He was led aside, and drawn away by the subtle temptation of the satan, the devil, through the woman, Eve. Adam being a changeable being, his subtle adversary found means to turn him aside, and so he fell, and all his posterity fell with him. It appeared, therefore, that we stood in need of a surety that was unchangeable, and could not fail in his work. Therefore, enter the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom God the Father by Covenant with God the Son thus appointed to this work, to be to us a second Adam, is such an One that is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and therefore was not liable to fail in His undertaking. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was and is sufficient to be depended on as One that would certainly stand all trials, and go through all difficulties, until He had finished the work that He had accepted and undertaken from God the Father, and through the Father's plan wrought out Eternal Redemption for those of us who are Called, Chosen, Born Again. 

This great Truth may be well applied to the awakening of those who profess in all sincerity to be Christians, and this on several accounts. A Born Again Believer may hence be assured that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will fulfill all His threatenings that He has pronounce and denounced against all unbelievers. There are many awful threatenings which the Lord Jesus Christ has denounced against wicked men. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has threatened woe (woe:  being cursed of God) to this wicked world, those of satan's family, the children of wrath:


Matthew 18:7
7 Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!



Here, the Lord Jesus Christ declared concerning all, that do not believe, that they shall be damned.

Mark 16:16 

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.


This is that which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth gave in charge to His disciples before his ascension into Heaven, when He sent them forth to Preach and teach all nations.


So then, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who does not change, is unchangeble declares that every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, shall be hewn down, and cast into the fire. 


Matthew 7:18
18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

Note:  See Men as Trees, www.alemattec.com/Men as Trees.doc 

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has especially threatened an awful punishment to those who claim to be Saved, but are not.  The Lord Jesus Christ has declared that every branch in him that beareth not fruit shall be cut off, and cast forth, and gathered up and burnt.



John 15:2 
2Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

"Every branch in me that beareth not fruit . . ." There are two sorts of branches in the Lord Jesus Christ Who is the vine:  the one sort are such who have only an historical faith in Him, believe but for a time, and are removed.  They are such who only profess with their mouths to believe in Him, as Simon Magus (a sorcerer) did, are "in Him" by profession only, says they are close to God, by the words they profess, but they are far from Him, as were the people, the Jews, during the time the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appeared: 


Matthew 15:8 
8This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.


Mark 7:6 
6He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.


They submit to outward ordinances, become Church members, and so are reckoned to be in Christ Jesus, being in a Church, as the those in the Churches of Judea and Thessalonica, and others, are said, in general, to be in Christ.  Though it is not to be thought that every individual person in these Churches were truly and savingly in Him. These branches are unfruitful ones.  What fruit they seemed to have, withers away, and proves not to be genuine fruit.  What fruit they bring forth is to themselves, and not to the Glory of God, being none of the fruits of His Spirit and Grace.  Such as these, these branches the husbandman taketh away.  He, God the Father removes them from that sort of being which they had in Christ. By some means or another God reveals them to the Saints to be what they truly are, hypocrites, antichristian.  Sometimes God suffers persecution to arise because of the Word of God being Preached, and these men who claim to be in the Lord Jesus Christ are quickly offended, and depart of their own accord.  Or, they fall into erroneous principles, and set up for themselves, and separate from the True Churches of the Lord Jesus Christ, or they become guilty of scandalous enormities, and so are removed from the Churches fellowship by excommunication.  If neither of these should be the case, but these tares should grow together with the wheat till the harvest, then the Angels will be sent forth, who will gather out of the Kingdom of God all that offend and do iniquity, and cast them into a furnace of fire, as branches withered, and fit to be burnt.

" . . .and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit". These are the other sort of branches, who are truly and savingly in Christ.  These are such as those who are rooted in Him, in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  To whom Christ Jesus is the green fir tree, from whom all their fruit is found.  They are those who are filled by Him with all the fruits of His Holy Spirit, His Grace, and His Righteousness. These are purged or pruned, chiefly by afflictions and temptations, which are as needful for their growth and fruitfulness, as the pruning and cutting of the vines are for theirs.  Though these cuttings and pruning are sometimes sharp, and never joyous, but grievous, yet they are necessary such that the peaceable fruits of righteousness should then appear, and so the end of bringing forth more fruit is answered.  It is not enough that a Born Again Believer exercise Grace, and perform good works for the present, but these must remain.  The Born Again Believer must be constant herein, and still bring forth fruit, and add one virtue to another, that it may appear he is not barren and unfruitful in the knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in whom he is implanted. 

However wicked men and false Christians may dwell among the godly, as tares grow among wheat.  Yet when the harvest comes, and the wheat is gathered into the barn, the tares shall be gathered into bundles and burnt. 

Matthew 13:30
30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.


Therefore, the explication of the parable, he says that, at the day of Judgment:  "The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth".

Matthew 13:36-42

36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.

37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;

38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one;

39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.

41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity;

42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.



The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who is unchangeable, says concerning those visible Christians that say to Him, "Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity".


Matthew 7:22-23

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.


Those, therefore, that build their house on the sand shall fall, and that great shall be their fall . . .  Those that build their house on the foundation, a True foundation, a Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the foundation stone, the Rock of Offense, shall be saved.


Matthew 7:25-27

25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.

26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:

27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.




Those that are not the true branches, are these who shall see many coming from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and sitting down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of God, and themselves thrust out.


Luke 13:28 
28There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.



The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth teaches in His parables that unprofitable servants, and those that as professing Christians come to the Gospel feast without the wedding garment, shall be bound hand and foot and cast into outer darkness, where shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Matthew 8:11-13

11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.

12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

The children of the kingdom, here spoken of satan's kingdom, those who are outside the Kingdom of God, Heaven: For the Kingdom of God, Heaven is Light; those in the outer kingdom, those of satan, those outside the Kingdom of God, outside Heaven, are those who are cast out and who are into outer darkness.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth often denounces woe (being cursed of God) on hypocrites (hypocrites:  actors), and threatens hypocrites who seem to begin a life of religion, but who do not finish, and are not thorough and persevering in it, that they shall come to shame.

Furthermore, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth speaks to those who are foolish virgins, that take their lamps and take no oil (Oil:  represents the Holy Spirit) with them, shall at last be shut from the marriage when others enter in with the bridegroom, and that when they come to the door, they shall find it shut, and shall cry, “Lord, Lord, open to us,” in vain. 


Matthew 25:1-12

1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.

2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:

4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.

7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.

8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.

11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.

12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.


And that at the day of Judgment, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth shall separate the righteous from the wicked, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats, setting the righteous on the right hand, and the wicked on the left. And that he shall say to the wicked, “Depart, accursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” And that the wicked shall go away into everlasting punishment.


Matthew 25:31-40

31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:

32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:

36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?

39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.


Those those that have not the Holy Spirit to sell all for His sake, and that do not in comparison of Him hate their own father, and mother, and wife, and every earthly relative and earthly possession, those that love their earthly families more than the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, shall not be acknowledged of Him as one of His disciples.


Luke 14:26 
26If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.


Matthew 10:37 
37He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.


Concerning those that are ashamed of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth before men, that of them will he be ashamed before his Father and before the Angels.

Luke 9:26 
26For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.


Concerning those that do not show mercy and are of a revengeful spirit, and not one who has a spirit of forgiveness, that they shall not be forgiven, for the same measure you use will be used against you.  Concerning all that are of a malicious spirit, and not of a spirit of Christian love and meekness, that are of an angry, wrathful, and scornful disposition, that say to their brother, “Raca,” or “Thou fool;” that they shall be in danger of everlasting punishment proportioned to the heinousness of their crimes.

Luke 6:36-38

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:

38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.


Matthew 5:22 
22But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

Note:  The Jews used four kinds of punishments, before their government was taken away by King Herod: hanging, beheading, stoning, and burning. It is burning that is here meant by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, because burning was the greatest punishment.  Therefore, by making mention of a judgment, a council, and a fire, the Lord Jesus Christ here shows that some sins are worse than others are, but yet, they are all such that unbelivers must give account for them, and will be punished for them.

And whosoever shall say to his brother Raca, shall be in danger of the council, or to be brought under judgment by the Sanhedrim. The word Raca is expressive of indignation and contempt; it was used as a term of reproach. Some say it was to be "spit upon", as if the person that used it thought the man he spoke to deserved to be spit upon, and treated in the most contemptuous manner.  However, the word signifies "empty" and "vain," and denotes a worthless, empty headed man, that is a man of no brains; a foolish, witless fellow.

The word "fool" does not signify a man of weak parts, one that is very ignorant in many things, for this is which the word Raca means.  The word fool here means a wicked reprobate man, one who is caste away, as one who is without the knowledge of the True God, in which sense King Solomon often uses the word.



Proverbs 1:7 
7The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.


Proverbs 1:22 
22How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?

Proverbs 1:32 
32For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.

Proverbs 3:35 
35The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools.
 
Proverbs 7:22 
22He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks;

Proverbs 8:5 
5O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.


Jeremiah 6:30 
30Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the Lord hath rejected them.

Note:  Reprobate in the Hebrew means:   A vile person,  to disappear -- abhor, cast away (off), contemn (contemn:  to view or treat with contempt,) despise, disdain, (become) loathe(some), to refuse, to reject.


2 Corinthians 13:5 
5Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?


2 Timothy 3:8 
8Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.


Titus 1:16 
16They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.

Note:  Reprobate in the Greek means:  failing to pass the test, unapproved, counterfeit, unapproved, i.e. Rejected; as something worthless (literally or morally) -- castaway, rejected, reprobate.


Concerning worldly-minded men, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has declared that ‘tis impossible for those that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God. 


Mark 10:23 
23And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!
24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!

Luke 18:24 
24And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!


Concerning such the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said, “Woe unto you that are rich, for ye have received your consolation; and woe unto you that are full, for ye shall hunger.”  Furthermore, concerning such as are addicted to carnal mirth and jollity, who laugh at the things of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth says, “Woe unto you that laugh now, for ye shall mourn and weep.” 


Luke 6:24-25

24 But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.

25 Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep.


Additionally, the Lord Jesus Christ has abundantly declared for those who shall not receive you, nor hear you, when you come to witness to them concerning the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,  that their punishment shall be far more dreadful than that of the worst of the heathen. That it shall be more tolerable even for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for them.
 

Mark 6:11
11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.




Luke 12:51-59

51 Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division:

52 For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three.

53 The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.

54 And he said also to the people, When ye see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway ye say, There cometh a shower; and so it is.

55 And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, There will be heat; and it cometh to pass.

56 Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that ye do not discern this time?

57 Yea, and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?

58 When thou goest with thine adversary to the magistrate, as thou art in the way, give diligence that thou mayest be delivered from him; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and the officer cast thee into prison.

59 I tell thee, thou shalt not depart thence, till thou hast paid the very last mite.




Matthew 5:25-26

25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison.

26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.



Note:  “ . . .paid the uttermost farthing.”  This is the text on which the Roman Catholic "church" has built its "doctrine of purgatory," and one of those on which the Universalists build theirs of final restoration.  Neither "prison" nor "till" necessarily point to an ultimate deliverance.  2 Peter 2:4; Jude 1:6

The allusion here is of course imprisonment (Hell) for debt. In such a case, the debtor was held until the debt was paid, either paid by himself or some friend. If it were not paid at all, he remained in prison until he died. In the case which this represents, the offender would have let pass all opportunity to make reparation and no friend can or would make payment for him.  Therefore, the last farthing will never be paid, and he must remain a prisoner forever.  So far, therefore, from being a picture of hope, it is one which sets forth the inexorable rigor of God's Divine Justice against the hardened and impenitent sinner. It is intended to teach that men cannot pay their debts to God, as if a farthing was all one owed, and therefore they had better obtain God's forgiveness through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone during these days of God's Grace. It exposes the vain hope of those who think that God will only lightly exact His debts. God knows only complete forgiveness or complete exaction of the debt owed. This is an action founded upon the perfection of His Divine nature requiring His Divine Justice. 

Farthing. The Greek word translated "farthing" is derived from the Latin "quadrans", which equals the fourth part of a Roman "As".  An "As" was a small copper or bronze coin which had become common in Palestine during the time that the Lord Jesus Christ here speaks. The farthing, then was worth about one-forth part of a cent.


"Two assars make a pondion. 
 Two semisses make an assar. 
 Two farthings a semissis. 
 Two prutahs a farthing. 
 A pondion is in value two assars. 
 An assar is two semisses. 
 A semissis is two farthings. 
 A kontric, or a farthing, is two prutahs."

Two prutahs make a farthing, is the very same thing as two mites make a farthing.  A prutah was the very least piece among coins, such as a penny is to Americans.  Selaa is in value four-pence: a penny, six meahs. Now a meah, in the days of Moses was also called a gerah, is sixteen barleycorns. And the weight of an assar is four barleycorns. And the weight of a prutah is half a barleycorn."  

The prutah, as it was the least piece of money among the Jews, so it seems to have been a coin merely Jewish, not Roman. Although the Jews, being subjects to the Romans, used Roman money, and thence, as the Lord Jesus Christ argues, confesses their subjection to the Romans.  Yet they were permitted to use their own money, which appears by the common use of the shekels and half-shekels among them.  With good reason, therefore, one may hold the farthing was the least Roman coin, and the prutah, the least Jewish. Whilst the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth mentions both, as He is not inconstant to His Own speech, but speaks more to the capacity of all.

Such things as these did the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth use to threaten against the ungodly when He was here upon earth. By the Doctrine of the text you should have learned that the Lord Jesus Christ now is and ever will be the same, as He was then. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has not at all altered, no, nor ever will. These dreadful things that He has threatened, He surely will fulfill. The Lord Jesus Christ was no more disposed to threaten than to fulfill His threatenings. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is Holy, and His nature and Will is as ever Judgment against sin now as ever it was. As we have seen, the Christ Jesus is as strictly just, and the justifier of him which Believeth in the Lord Jesus Christ now as He was then. 




Romans 3:26 
26To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.


Therefore, let no Christless person flatter himself, believing that, he shall by any means escape punishment. The Lord Jesus Christ’s threatenings are the threatenings of One Who is unchangeable, that is He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. What the Lord Jesus Christ has threatened with His mouth He will fulfill with His hands. When the Mighty God appears, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears at the day of Judgment, the sinner shall stand at His bar to be Judged, and will find Him as the Righteous Judge, just what He was, in Judging the Scribes, the Pharasees, the Herodians, and all other nonbelievers, along with His threatenings to them. 


The truth in the above text may be applied by way of reproof. 

Doctrine reproves all that have entered into the bonds of the Christian Covenant, as well as those who have proved false to it. If the Lord Jesus Christ be the same yesterday, today, and forever, and He is, and as He is always the same towards us in fulfilling as He is in Promising, then surely we ought to be so towards Him. If the Lord Jesus Christ Who does not change, unchangeable, never breaks Covenant with His people, then they are greatly to be reproved who are false and treacherous in their dealings with Him. Therefore, this reproves a people who confess they are a Covenant people that depart from the Lord Jesus Christ, and break their Covenant with Him, as those in this land, the United States of America have done, having greatly revolted and degenerated both from the pure profession and religious practice of the first times of this country. Though the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Doctrine, and the Truth that He taught, are always the same, yet this country has great multitudes in it that are driven to and fro by every wind of Doctrine, and has now for a long time been exceedingly corrupted by the prevalence of many evil customs and practices, following the heathen, joining Light with darkness. 

We are in general under the solemn bonds of our Baptismal Covenant. That Covenant that was sealed in our Baptism, most have explicitly owned, and expressly and solemnly promised to walk in, in a way of obedience to all the Commands of God, in and through following the Lord Jesus Christ as long as we live. Time after time, in the most solemn manner, many have sealed this Covenant anew, by taking the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth upon taking of the Lord’s Supper. Thus, many bring dreadful guilt on themselves who are not careful to fulfill such vows. They that have solemnly vowed to obey the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in all His Commandments as long as they live, and have sealed these vows by eating and drinking at the Lord’s Supper with far greater solemnity than if they sealed it with as many solemn oaths, yet live in ways of sin, live in the neglect of several Commanded duties, and in the commission of forbidden sin, or at least do not make it the care of their lives strictly to keep the Lord Jesus Christ’s Commands, surely such persons render themselves very guilty. 

This Doctrine reproves those that have been seemingly pious and have fallen away to ways of sin. Who these persons are, their own consciences are better able to judge than those that are about them. We have most of Christendom lead by the Roman Catholic "church," who exercise a Communion, eating of the Lord's Supper, but who openly deny the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Commandments.  
 
Through the unchangeableness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth you may learn the unchangeableness of His intercession, how He will never cease to intercede for you who are the Born Again Believer. Therefore, from this you may learn the unalterableness of your Heavenly happiness. When once you have entered on the happiness of Heaven, it never shall be taken from you, because the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as Savior and friend, who bestows it on you, and in Whom you have it, is unchangeable. Born Again Christian enter into His Rest.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will be the same forever and ever, and therefore so will be the Born Again Christian's happiness in Heaven. As Christ Jesus is an unchangeable Savior, so He is the Born Again Believer's unchangeable portion. That may be your rejoicing, even though your earthly enjoyments may be removed, in the Lord Jesus Christ Who does never change and can never fail. Even though your dear friends, and your loved ones lost, who may be taken away, and even though you suffer many losses, yet you have a portion, for then at last you must part with all those things. Yet you, if a Born Again Believer, Chosen of God have a portion, a precious treasure, more worth, ten thousand times, than all these things are yours. That portion that cannot fail you, for you have it in Him, the Mighty God, the Everylasting Father, the Prince of Peace, as your Wonderful, Counsellor, the One Who is the same yesterday, today, and forever, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.



Isaiah 9:6 
6For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.



Hebrews 13:8 
8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.
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