The Huguenots were French Protestants most of whom eventually came to follow the teachings of John Calvin, and who, due to religious persecution, were forced to flee France to other countries in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Some remained, practicing their Faith in secret. 
The Protestant Reformation began by Martin Luther in Germany about 1517, spread rapidly in France, especially among those having grievances against the established order of government. As Protestantism grew and developed in France it generally abandoned the Lutheran form, and took the shape of Calvinism. The new "Reformed religion" practiced by many members of the French nobility and social middle-class, based on a belief in salvation through individual faith without the need for the intercession of a church hierarchy and on the belief in an individual's right to interpret the Holy Scriptures for themselves, placed these French Protestants in direct theological conflict with both the Catholic Church and the King of France in the theocratic system which prevailed at that time. Followers of this new Protestantism were soon accused of heresy against the Catholic government and the established religion of France, and a General Edict urging extermination of these heretics (Huguenots) was issued in 1536. Nevertheless, Protestantism continued to spread and grow, and about 1555 the first Huguenot Church was founded in a home in Paris based upon the teachings of John Calvin. The number and influence of the French Reformers (Huguenots) continued to increase after this event, leading to an escalation in hostility and conflict between the Catholic Church/State and the Huguenots. Finally, in 1562, some 1200 Huguenots were slain at Vassey, France, thus igniting the French Wars of Religion which would devastate France for the next thirty-five years. 

The Edict of Nantes, signed by Henry IV in April, 1598, ended the Wars of Religion, and allowed the Huguenots some religious freedoms, including free exercise of their religion in 20 specified towns of France. 

The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes by Louis XIV in October, 1685, began anew persecution of the Huguenots, and hundreds of thousands of Huguenots fled France to other countries. The Promulgation of the Edict of Toleration in November, 1787, partially restored the civil and religious rights of Huguenots in France. 

Since the Huguenots of France were in large part artisans, craftsmen, and professional people, they were usually well-received in the countries to which they fled for refuge when religious discrimination or overt persecution caused them to leave France. Most of them went initially to Germany, the Netherlands, and England, although some found their way eventually to places as remote as South Africa and even the United States. Considerable numbers of Huguenots migrated to British North America, especially to the Carolinas, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New York. Their character and talents in the arts, sciences, and industry were such that they are generally felt to have been a substantial loss to the French society from which they had been forced to withdraw, and a corresponding gain to the communities and nations into which they settled. 
Origin of the Word Huguenot
The exact origin of the word Huguenot is unknown, but many consider it to be a combination of Flemish and German. Protestants who met to study the Bible in secret were called Huis Genooten, meaning "house fellows." They were also referred to as Eid Genossen, or "oath fellows" meaning persons bound by an oath. Two possible but different derivations incorporating this concept can be found in the Encyclopedia Britannica: 
"Huguenot", according to Frank Puaux, at one time President of the Socitie Francaise de l'Historie du Protestantisme Francais and author of the article about the Huguenots in the eleventh edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica: 
"Hugeuenot is the name given from about the middle of the sixteenth century to the Protestants of France. It was formerly explained as coming from the German Eldgenosen, the designation of the people of Geneva at the time when they were admitted to the Swiss Confederation. This explanation is now abandoned. The words Huguenot, Huguenots, are old French words, common in fourteenth and fifteenth-century charters. As the Protestants, Protestant meaning one who protests the errors of the Roman Catholic church, called the Catholics papistes or papist which was NOUN: Offensive used as a disparaging term for a Roman Catholic, so the Catholics called the Protestants Huguenots. The Protestants at Tours used to assemble by night near the gate of King Hugo, whom the people regarded as a spirit. A monk, therefore, in a sermon declared that the Lutherans ought to be called Huguenots, as kinsmen of King Hugo, inasmuch as they would only go out at night as he did. This nickname became popular from 1560 onwards, and for a long time the French Protestants were always known by it." 
    The current edition Encyclopedia Britannica offers a somewhat different explanation, although agreeing the word is a derivative of the German word Eldgenosen: 
"The origin of the name is uncertain, but it appears to have come from the word aignos, derived from the German EldgenosenHuguenot may have been influenced by the personal name Hugues, "Hugh"; a leader of the Geneva movement was one Besancon Hugues (d. 1532)." (confederates bound together by oath), which used to describe, between 1520 and 1524, the patriots of Geneva hostile to the Duke of Savoy. The spelling used originally as a term of derision, the derivation of the name Huguenot remains uncertain, however is believed to have originated in the city of Tours. Le roi Huguet, "King Huguet", was a generic name for ghosts who instead of being in purgatory came back to harm the living at night. Because of the practice of Protestants to venture out at night to their conventicles, priests began applying the nickname. The nickname may also have been a French corruption of the German word Eidgenosse, meaning a Confedera. te, perhaps in combination with a reference to the name Besançon Hugues (d 1532). Geneva was John Calvin's adopted home and the center of the Calvinist movement. In Geneva, Hugues was the leader of the "Confederate Party," so called because it favored an alliance between the city-state of Geneva and the Swiss Confederation. This theory of origin has support from the alleged fact that the label Huguenot was first applied in France to those conspirators (all of them aristocratic members of the Reformed Church) involved in the Amboise plot of 1560: a foiled attempt to transfer power in France from the influential House of Guise, a move which would have had the side-effect of fostering relations with the Swiss Confederation. Thus, Hugues plus Eidgenosse becomes Huguenot, with the intention of associating the Protestant cause with some very unpopular politics.

Like the first hypothesis, several others account for the name as being derived from German as well as French. O.I.A. Roche writes in his book The Days of the Upright, A History of the Huguenots that "Huguenot" is a combination of a Flemish and a German word. In the Flemish corner of France, Bible students who gathered in each other's houses to study secretly were called Huis Genooten, or 'house fellows,' while on the Swiss and German borders they were termed Eid Genossen, or 'oath fellows,' that is, persons bound to each other by an oath. Gallicized into 'Huguenot,' often used deprecatingly, the word became, during two and a half centuries of terror and triumph, a badge of enduring honor and courage.

The availability of the Bible in local language was important to the spread of the Protestant movement and the development of the Reformed Church in France, and the country had a long history of struggles with the papacy by the time the Protestant Reformation finally arrived. Around 1294, a French version of the Holy Scriptures was prepared by the Catholic priest,Guyard de Moulin. The first known Provencal language translation of the Holy Bible had been prepared by the 12th century religious radical, Pierre de Vaux (Peter Waldo). Long after the sect was suppressed by the Roman Catholic church, the remaining "Waldensians" sought to join William Farel and the Protestant Reformation, and Olivetan would publish a French Bible for them, but those who emerged from secrecy were eradicated by Francis I in 1545. A two-volume folio version of this translation appeared in Paris, in 1488.

Other predecessors of the Reformed Church included the pro-reform and Gallican Roman Catholics, like Jacques Lefevre. The Gallicans briefly achieved independence for the French Church from the pope, on the principle that the religion of France could not be controlled by the Bishop of Rome, a foreign power.  In the time of the Protestant Reformation, Jacques Lefevre, a Professor at the University of Paris, prepared the way for the rapid dissemination of Lutheran ideas in France with the publication of the Lefevre French translation of the New Testament in 1523, followed by the whole Bible in the French language, in 1528. William Farel was a student of Lefevre who went on to become a leader of the Swiss Reformation, establishing a Protestant government in Geneva. Jean Cauvin (John Calvin), another student at the University of Paris, also converted to Protestantism. The French Confession of 1559 shows a decidedly Calvinistic influence.  Sometime between 1550 and 1580, members of the Reformed church in France came to be commonly known as Huguenots.



Criticisms of Roman Catholic church
Above all, Huguenots became known for their fiery criticisms of Worship as performed in the Roman Catholic church, in particular the focus on ritual and what seemed an obsession with death and the dead. They believed the ritual, images, saints, pilgrimages, prayers, and hierachy of the Roman Catholic church did not bring any to redemption, that this was the work of the Holy Spirit alone. They saw Christian faith as something to be expressed in a strict and godly life, in obedience to Biblical laws, Jesus Christ being the Head over His Church, and expressed their belief to others out of gratitude for God's mercy toward them.

Like other Protestants of the time, they felt that the Roman Catholic church needed radical cleansing of its impurities, and that the pope represented a worldly kingdom, which sat in mocking tyranny over the things of God, and was ultimately doomed. Rhetoric like this became fiercer as events unfolded, and stirred up the hostility of the Roman Catholic church and the Roman Catholic establishment.

John 18:35-37

 35Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 
 36Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 
 37Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

Exodus 20:1-17

 1And God spake all these words, saying, 

 2I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

 3Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

 4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

 5Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 

 6And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 
 7Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

 8Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

 9Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 

 10But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 

 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

 12Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 

 13Thou shalt not kill. 

 14Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

 15Thou shalt not steal. 

 16Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

 17Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.

Violently opposed to the Roman Catholic church, the Huguenots attacked their images as idolatry, as they also opposed their monasticism which is the religious practice in which one renounces all worldly pursuits in order to fully devote one's life to spiritual work, and toward the church buildings of the Roman Catholic system which incorporated the idolatrous images.  Many religions have monastic elements, including Buddhism, Roman Catholicism, Hinduism, and Jainism though the expressions differ considerably. Those pursuing a monastic life are usually called monks or brethren (brothers) if male, and nuns or sisters if female. Both monks and nuns may also be called monastics.

Most of the cities in which the Huguenots gained a hold saw iconoclast attacks, in which altars and images in churches, and sometimes the buildings themselves were torn down.   Iconoclasm is not being allowed to depict an icon within a culture or of the culture's own religious system, in Christianity this is considered by Protestants as idol Worship as is other symbols or monuments. Irococlasm is a frequent component, however, of major domestic religious as well as political changes.

As an example, in Judaism, King Hezekiah purged Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem and in the Land of Israel of religious "figures" called by the Jews idols, including the Nehushtan as recorded in the II Kings. King Hezekiah's reforms were reversed in the reign of his son Manesseh.

In order to set His dealings with His people in their true light, God raises up a faithful King, King Hezekiah, distinguished by this:  that he puts his trust in Jehovah as no King had done since King David until this period, and as none did after him until the captivity.

2 Kings 18:1-7

 1Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. 

 2Twenty and five years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Abi, the daughter of Zachariah. 

 3And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that David his father did. 

 4He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan. 

 5He trusted in the LORD God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. 

 6For he clave to the LORD, and departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which the LORD commanded Moses. 

 7And the LORD was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not.
Nehushtan = "a thing of brass" is the name by which the Brazen Serpent made by Moses in the wilderness was Worshipped in the time of King Hezekiah of Judah before King Hezekiah destroyed it
Groves and idols in them, were early instances of idolatry;
Judges 3:7
7And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and forgat the LORD their God, and served Baalim and the groves. 

Their use for temples are still continued, not only among some Indian nations, but among Roman Catholic's and others who also call themselve Christians in the northern parts of Europe.

Hezekiah was a true son of King David. Some others did that which was right, but not like David. The brazen serpent had been carefully preserved, as a memorial of God's goodness to their fathers in the wilderness; but it was idle and wicked to burn incense to it or to pray to eat.  Even though given by God through Moses, the image became an idol of Worship. All outward helps or objects to "assist one" to devotion, not warranted by the Word of God, interrupt the exercise of True Faith; they always lead to superstition and other dangerous evils. Human nature perverts every thing of this kind. True Faith needs not such aids; the Word of God, daily thought upon and prayed over, is all the outward help we as True Worshippers need. 

This teaches us also how near—with such hearts as ours—the remembrance of  a blessing can lead to idolatry by the symbols of that blessing. Faith gets rid of these things; for God had given the Brazen Serpent, not to be a token of the remembrance after the cure, but in order to cure. Man preserved it by a very natural feeling, and soon Worship the thing made by men's hands and it became an idol; but this is not of God, and it soon became the instrument of satan.

Again, most of the cities in which the Huguenots gained a hold saw iconoclast attacks, in which altars and images in churches, and sometimes the buildings themselves were torn down. The cities of Bourges, Montauban, and Orleans saw substantial activity in this regard. 


Deuteronomy 4:27-29 

 27And the LORD shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the heathen, whither the LORD shall lead you. 

 28And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 

 29But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.
Reform and growth
Huguenots faced periodic persecution from the outset of the Reformation; but King Francis I (reigned 1515–1547) initially protected them from Parlementary of 1534 changed the King's posture toward the Huguenots: he stepped away from restraining persecution of the movement.  Measures designed for their extermination done after The Affair of the Placards:

The Affair of the Placards (French:  Affaire des Placards) was an incident in which anti-Catholic posters appeared in public places in Paris and in four major provincial cities:  Blois, Rouen, Tours, and Orleans, during the night of Saturday, October 17th to Sunday the 18th, 1534. One was actually posted on the bedchamber door of King Francis I at Amboise, an affront and an alarming breach of security that left him shaken and angry. The Affaire des Placards brought an end to the conciliatory policies of King Francis I, who had formerly attempted to protect the Protestants from the more extreme measures of the Parlement de Paris, and also of the public entreaties for moderation of Philip Melanchthon.

Huguenot numbers grew rapidly between 1555 and 1562, chiefly amongst the nobles and city-dwellers. During this time, their opponents first dubbed the Protestants Huguenots; but they called themselves reformés, or "Reformed." They organized their first national synod in 1558, in Paris.

By 1562, the estimated number of Huguenots had passed one million, concentrated mainly in the southern and central parts of the country. The Huguenots in France likely peaked in number at approximately two million, compared to approximately sixteen million Catholics during the same period.

Wars of religion
In reaction to the growing Huguenot influence, and the aforementioned instances of Protestant zeal, Catholic violence against them grew, at the same time that concessions and edicts of toleration became more liberal.

In 1561, the Edict of Orléans, for example, declared an end to the persecution; and the Edict of Saint-Germain recognized Protestants for the first time (January 17, 1562); but these measures disguised the growing strain of relations between Protestant and Catholic systems of belief.

Religious Civil wars
Tensions led to eight civil wars, interrupted by periods of relative calm, between 1562 and 1598. With each break in peace, the Huguenots' trust in the Catholic throne diminished, that is the pope, and the violence became more severe, and Protestant demands became grander, until a lasting cessation of open hostility finally occurred in 1598.

The wars gradually took on a dynastic character, developing into an extended feud between the Houses of Bourbon and Guise, both of which — in addition to holding rival religious views — staked a claim to the French throne. The crown, occupied by the House of Valois, generally supported the Catholic side, but on occasion switched over to the Protestant cause when politically expedient.

The French Wars of Religion began with a massacre at Vassy on March 1st, 1562, when 23 (some sympathetic sources say hundreds) of the Huguenots were killed, and about 200 were wounded.

The Huguenots transformed themselves into a definitive political movement thereafter. Protestant Preachers rallied a considerable army and a formidable cavalry, which came under the leadership of Admiral Gaspard de Coligny.  Henry of Navarre and the House of Bourbon allied themselves to the Huguenots, adding wealth and holdings to the Protestant strength, which at its height grew to sixty fortified cities, and posed a serious threat to the Catholic Crown and Paris over the next three decades.

St. Bartholomew's Day massacre
In what became known as the St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre of 24th of August - 17th of September, 1572, Catholics killed thousands of Huguenots in Paris. Similar massacres took place in other towns in the weeks following, with death toll estimates again ranging wildly, from thousands to as high as 110,000. An amnesty granted in 1573 pardoned the perpetrators, thos who are responsible for; commit: perpetrate a crime (Roman Catholics).

Edict of Nantes
The fifth holy war against the Huguenots began on February 23rd, 1574. The conflict continued periodically until 1598, when Henry of Navarre, having converted to Catholicism and became King of France as Henry IV, issued the Edit of Nantes. The Edict granted the Protestants equality with Catholics under the throne and a degree of religious and political freedom within their domains. The Edict simultaneously protected Catholic interests by discouraging the founding of new Protestant Churches in the Catholic-controlled regions.
With the proclamation of the Edict of Nantes, and the subsequent protection of Huguenot rights, pressures to leave France abated, as did further attempts at colonization. However, under King Louis XIV (reigned 1643–1715), chief minister Cardinal Mazarin (who held real power during the King's minority up to his death in 1661) resumed persecution of the Protestants using soldiers to inflict dragonnades that made life so intolerable that many fled.

A policy, commonly called in French "dragonnades", was instituted by Louis XIV in 1681 in order to intimidate Huguenot families into reconverting to Roman Catholicism.

This policy involved billeting particularly obnoxious and difficult soldiers known as dragons (dragoons) within the Protestant households where they were encouraged to wreak havoc. With the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, King Louis XIV, the self-styled ‘Protector of Catholicism’, withdrew, at a stroke, the privileges and toleration that the Protestant Huguenots of France had been guaranteed under this edict for nearly 87 years and ordered the destruction of Huguenot Churches and the closure of Huguenot schools. Having effectively outlawed their religion, King Louis XIV combined this legal persecution with his tried and tested policy of terrorising recalcitrant Huguenots who refused to convert to Catholicism by billeting his notoriously brutal dragoon soldiers (or dragons in French) in their homes and instructing these soldiers to harass and intimidate the occupants in the hopes that this would persuade them to convert to the State religion of Roman Catholicism.

This persecution of their religious Brethren caused outrage in England and sustained a wave of literature protesting against the inhuman treatment of the Hugenots, thens of thousands of whom flocked to English shores seeking asylum. Louis's "dragonnades" policy was so brutal that it caused great numbers of Protestants to flee France even before the religious rights granted them by the Edit of Nantes were removed in 1685. Most Huguenots fled to countries like Switzerland, the Netherlands, England, and German territories.

On January 17th 1686, Louis XIV proudly claimed that out of a Protestant population of 800,000 to 900,000, only 1,000 to 1,500 had remained in France.  However, his campaign was in fact deeply detrimental to France's economy as many of the Huguenots who chose to flee France possessed important skills such as silk-weaving and clock-making and optometry, which were a hugely valuable addition to the economy of the countries that they fled to, especially England and Prussia.

Edict of Fontainebleau
King Louis XIV's having revoked the "irrevocable" Edit of Nantes in 1685 and declared Protestantism illegal with the new Edit of Fontainebleau. After this, huge numbers of Huguenots (with estimates ranging from 200,000 to over 1,000,000) fled to surrounding Protestant countries: England, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Norway, Denmark, and Prussia — whose Calvinist Great Elector Frederick William welcomed them to help rebuild his war-ravaged and underpopulated country. The Huguenot population of France had dropped to 856,000 by the mid 1660s, of which a plurality was rural. The greatest populations of surviving Huguenots resided in the regions of Basse-Guyenne, Saintonge-Aunis-Angoumois and Poitou.

The New World
The first Huguenots to leave France seeking freedom from persecution had done so years earlier under the leadership of Jean Ribault in 1562. The group ended up establishing the small colony of Fort Caroline in 1564, on the banks of the Saint Johns River, in what is today Jacksonville, Florida.

The colony was the first attempt at any permanent European settlement in the present-day United States of America, but the group survived only a short time. In September 1565, an attack against the new Spanish colony at Saint Augustine, a Roman Catholic strong hold backfired, and the Spanish wiped out Fort Caroline and its garrison.

Settlement in South Africa
On December 31st, 1687 a band of Huguenots set sail from France to the Dutch East India Company post at the Cape of Good Hope, South Africa. Individual Huguenots settled at the Cape of Good Hope from as early as 1671 with the arrival of Francois Villion (Viljoen) and an organized, large scale emigration of Huguenots to the Cape of Good Hope took place during 1688 and 1689.

Many of the farms in the Western Cape province in South Africa still bear French names and there are many families, today mostly Afrikaans speaking, whose surnames bear witness to their French Huguenot ancestry.   The wine industry in South Africa owed a significant debt to the Huguenots, many of whom had vineyards in France. 
Asylum in the Netherlands
French Huguenots already fought in the low lands alongside the Dutch and against Spain during the first years of the Dutch Revolt. The Dutch Republic became rapidly the exile haven of choice for Huguenots. Early ties were already visible in the Apologie of William the Silent, condemning the Spanish Inquisition which was written by his Court religious Minister Huguenot Pierre L'Oyseleur, lord of Villiers.
Louise de Coligny, sister of murdered Huguenot leader Gaspard de Coligny, had married the Calvinist Dutch revolt leader William the Silent.   As both spoke French in everyday life, their court Church in the Prinsenhof in Delft was providing French spoken Calvinist services, a practice still continued to today. The Prinsenhof is now one of the remaining 14 active Walloon Churches of the Dutch Reformed Church.  These very early ties between Huguenots and the Dutch Republic's military and political leadership, the House of Orange-Nassau, since the early days of the Dutch Revolt explains the many early settlements of Huguenots in the Dutch Republic's colonies around Cape of Good Hope in South-Africa and the New Netherlands colony in America.

Stadtholder William III of Orange, who later became King of England, emerged as the strongest opponent of Louis XIV, after Louis' attack on the Dutch Republic in 1672. He formed the League of Augsburg as main opposition coalition. Consequently many Huguenots saw the wealthy and calvinist Dutch Republic, leading the opposition against Louis XIV, as the most attractive country for exile after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. They also found established many more French speaking calvinist churches there.

The Dutch Republic received the largest group of Huguenot refugees with an estimated 75,000 to 100,000 Huguenots after the revocation of the Edict. Amongst them were 200 reverends. This was a huge influx, the entire population of the Dutch Republic amounted to ca. 2 million at that time. Around 1700 it is estimated that near 25% of the Amsterdam population was Huguenot. Amsterdam and the area of West-Frisia were the first areas providing full citizens rights to Huguenots in 1705, followed by the entire Dutch Republic in 1715. Huguenots married with Dutch from the outset.

One of the most prominent Huguenots refugees to the Netherlands was Pierre Bayle, who started teaching in Rotterdam, while publishing his multi-volume masterpiece Historical and Critical Dictionary.  Which became one of the one hundred foundational texts that formed the first collection of the U.S. Library of Congress..

Most Huguenot descendents in the Netherlands today are recognisable by French family names with typical Dutch given names. Due to their early ties with the Dutch Revolt's leadership and even participation in the revolt, parts of the Dutch patriciate is of Huguenot descent.


Spanish Inquisition
From the Middle Ages well into the seventeenth century in "Christian Europe", the law stated that the worst offence one could commit was that which threatened the unity and security of the Roman Catholic church, and most importantly, the salvation of their souls "protected" by the Roman Catholic church.  Uniformity of Worship does not appear to have been the motivation for setting up the Spanish Inquisition at all.  “The Inquisition can only be understood within the framework of the centuries of its existence, when religious uniformity and orthodoxy and obedience to the authority of the pope were enforced by almost all political and religious institutions, and were considered essential for the very survival of society" (Hitchcock 1996). 

Regardless of the century, Inquisitions were ecclesiastical, that is of or relating to what is called the one universal church, which the Roman Catholic lay claim as their church being the one universal church,investigations conducted either directly by the Roman Catholic church or by secular authorities with the support of the Roman Catholic church. These investigations were undertaken at varying times in varying regions under the authority of the local Bishop and his designates or under the sponsorship of papal-appointed legates. The purpose of each Inquisition was specific to the outstanding circumstances of the region in which it was held. Investigations usually involved a legal process, the goal of which was to obtain a confession and reconciliation with the Roman Catholic church from those who were accused of heresy or of participating in activities contrary to Roman Catholic church canon law or tradition. The objectives of the Inquisitions were to secure the repentance of the accused and to maintain the authority of the Roman Catholic church, but there was also a monetary side to the Inquisitions. Inquisitions were conducted with the collaboration of secular authorities. If an investigation resulted in a person being convicted of heresy and an unwillingness by the individual to repent, punishment was administered by the secular authorities.  The unrepentant individual's property was then confiscated, and appropriated by the Roman Catholic church.

The Inquisitions:  Convert or die was the order . . .

Ten years ago, 1997, we observed the 500th anniversary of the edict in Spain that Jews and Protestants alike leave, convert to Roman Catholicism or die.  Those refusing to convert were proclaimed by the Roman Catholic church as a heretic worthy of death. Those failing to convert had their property confiscated by the Roman Catholic church, and the Roman church then had secular authorities execute those who through torture refused to convert. We also have observed the 500th anniversary of a "convert or die" edict against the Jews and Protestant of Portugal, some of whom -- up to 300,000 Jews by some estimates -- were refugees from Spain. This, however, is not only a story of ancient history.

The Inquisition was not a short lived event some 500 years ago. The persecutions and pressured or forced conversions started almost 800 years ago in these and other countries of Europe. In North America, it was Mexican independence in 1821 that freed the last prisoner jailed by the Inquisition for practising Judaism. Religious freedom in Spain itself was not finally decreed until 1966.

Trying to escape the Inquisition, the Jews and Protestants fled to places like Brazil, the Azores, Madeira, Central America and Mexico. The former Mexican province of Nuevo Leon - which included the present states of California, Colorado, Texas, Arizona and New Mexico, was founded by anousim (anousim is Hebrew for "coerced ones"). Their leader died in an Inquisition jail for failing to denounce his relatives, one of whom was later burned at the stake for practising Judaism.  Those who are devoted to denying the Nazis their victory must not allow the Inquisition of the Roman Catholic church to get away with one either.

The Inquisitions in France
The two heresies that gave birth to the French Medieval Inquisitions were that of the Cathars (also known as the Albigensians) and the Waldensians. The Cathars essentially believed that a “good god” created everything heavenly while an “evil god” – the God of the Old Testament – created the material world with the Church acting as its vehicle (Horvat 1998: 4).

The Cathars followed the teachings of a heretic named Marcion:

The Canon of Marcion the heretic
1. Marcion was born about 110 AD, being the son of the wealthy Bishop of Sinope in Pontus.

2. By 144 AD, at age 34, Marcion had caused such a stir, that his teachings were the subject of an investigation and condemnation.
Marcion believed that the God of the Old Testament was an evil creator god that Jesus came to destroy. Marcion believed that this evil god did in fact reveal his will through the Old Testament. Thus he believed in the "inspiration" of the Old Testament from divine sources, although from an evil source.

Marcion firmly believed that the Old Testament God did exist, and that he was the Creator of the world. The problem was that his creation was evil, and he himself therefore a malign being; it was precisely the role of Jesus, and of the Unknown God now revealed in him, to deliver humankind from the malice of the evil Creator. Furthermore, the creator-god really had spoken the words attributed to him in the Old Testament: these were fully true and accurate oracles, not a human invention. They truly expressed the thoughts of the maker of the universe, and there could be no question of suggesting that they had been falsified in any way or contaminated by human intervention. "The Jewish Scriptures represent a true revelation of the Creator, but they do not speak of or for the God whom alone Christians ought to worship.
Note:  Genesis 1:1-2; John 1:1-5; Proverbs 8:1-36; 1 Corinthians 1:20-24; Job 38, 39, 40; Job 42:1-6; Isaiah 6:1-5; Revelation 19:1-16; Ephesians 3:9-12; Matthew 11:27; Luke 10:22; John 3:35; John 4:24-26; John 5:20; John 13:3; John 16:15; Ephesians 1:1-14; Colossians 1:12-20; Acts 17:24-31; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8; Colossians 2:2-3, Romans 8:38-39; 2 John 1:3; Jude 1:21; 2 Corinthians 5:17-19; Hebrews 1:1-8; Hebrews 2:9-18; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; Revelation 4:1-11; Revelation 15:1-8; Revelation 1:17-18; Revelation 1:8.
Isaiah 40:28-31

28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.

Note:  Who created the earth, the ends of the earth?  Answer:  The Creator God, The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, created ALL things:  John 1.

29 He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength.

30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:

31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
Isaiah 9:6-7
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.


Romans 16:27

27 To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.


The Waldensians rejected the sacramental authority of the Roman Catholic church and its clerics and encouraged Apostolic poverty (Peters 1988: 43). These movements became particularly popular in Southern France as well as Northern Italy and parts of Germany.
Asylum in Germany and Scandinavia
Huguenots refugees found a safe haven in the Lutheran and Reformed states in Germany and Scandinavia. Nearly 44,000 Huguenots established themselves in Germany, and particularly in Prussia where many of their descendents rose to positions of prominence. Several congregations were founded, such as the Fredericia(Denmark), Berlin, Stockholm, Hamburg, Frankfurt, and Emden. 

Around 1700, a significant proportion of Berlin's population was of French mother tongue and the Berlin Huguenots preserved the French language in their service for nearly a century. They ultimately decided to switch to German in protest against the occupation of Prussia by Napoleon in 1806/07.

The Prince Louis of Conde and sons Daniel and Osias arranged with Count Ludwig von Nassau-Saarbrucken to establish a Huguenot community in present-day Saarland in 1604. The Count was a supporter of mercantilism and welcomed immigration into his lands of the technically skilled regardless of their religious persuasions. The Condes established a thriving glass-making works which provided wealth to the principality for many years, and other founding families created enterprises including textiles and other traditional Huguenot occupations in France. The community and its congregation remain active to this day, with many of the founding families still present in the region. Members of this community emigrated to the US in the 1890s.
Effects
The exodus of Huguenots from France created a kind of brain drain from which the kingdom did not fully recover for years. The French crown's refusal to allow Protestants to settle in New France was a factor behind that colony's slow population growth, which ultimately led to its conquest by the British.  By the time of the American French and Indian War, there may have been more people of French ancestry living in Great Britain's American colonies than there were in New France.

Frederick William, Elector of Brandenburg invited Huguenots to settle in his realms, and a number of their descendants rose to positions of prominence in Prussia. The last Prime Minister of the (East) German Democratic Republic, Lothar de Maiziere, is a scion, which is a descendant or heir, of a Huguenot family.

The persecution and flight of the Huguenots greatly damaged the reputation of Louis XIV abroad, particularly in England; the two kingdoms, which had enjoyed peaceful relations prior to 1685, became bitter enemies and fought against each other in a series of wars from 1689 onward.

End of persecution of the Huguenots and restoration of  their French citizenship
Persecution of Protestants continued in France after 1724, but ended in 1764 and the French Revolution of 1789 finally made them full-fledged citizens.

The December 15, 1790 Law stated that : "All persons born in a foreign country and descending in any degree of a French man or woman expatriated for religious reason are declared French nationals (naturels français) and will benefit to rights attached to that quality if they come back to France, establish their domicile there and take the civic oath." This might have been, historically, the first law recognising a right of return.


(Note:  As mention before, in 1562, the estimated number of Huguenots had passed one million, concentrated mainly in the southern and central parts of the country. The Huguenots in France likely peaked in number at approximately two million, compared to approximately sixteen million Catholics during the same period.)
The population of France in 2007, was:  63,713,926.  The total of all Protestants in France today, including the Huguenots number about 1 million, or about 1.56 % of the population, mainly located within a region in the south call Cevennes.  The rest of France is nonreligious or Roman Catholic.
The country's predominant faith has been Roman Catholicism since the early Middle Ages. Church attendance is low, however, and the proportion of the population that is not religious has grown significantly over the past century. A 2004 IFOP survey tallied that 44% of the French people do not believe in God; contrast with 20% in 1947. A study by the CSA Institute conducted in 2003 found that 27% consider themselves atheists, and 65.3% Roman Catholic compared to 67% in 2001. Furthermore 12.7% (8,065,000 people) belonged to some other religion. 

There are an estimated 5-6 million Muslims, a little over 1 million Protestants, 600-700,000 Jews, 600,000 Buddhists, and 150,000 Orthodox Christians as of 2000 figures. The US State Department's International Religious Freedom Report 2004, estimated the French Hindu population at 181,312.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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