Galatians 2:1-13
 1Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also.
(Note:  Paul says, it has been fourteen years ago I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas to speak against the Jews who were saying that Gentiles had to be circumcised.)
 2And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain. 
 3But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised: 
 4And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: 
 5To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. 
 6But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:
(Note:  The Jews, false bretheren, although working together or at least seeming to work together against him, according to the Apostle Paul, could add nothing to what he had taught.)
 7But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; 
 8(For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) 
 9And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.
(Note:  James, Cephas the Arabic name of Peter, and John, who seemed to be pillars.  What does that mean?  
James, Peter, and John were esteemed so by others, and very rightly. They were pillars among the Apostles of the highest note and greatest eminence among them; they were the very chief of the Apostles; for though they were all in the same office, and had the same commission, and were employed in the same work, yet there were some who made a greater figure than others, as these did, and are therefore called pillars; they were more conspicuous, and to be observed, and taken notice of, than the rest; they were pillars in the church, set in the highest place there, and the ornaments of it. They are called so for their constancy and stability in preaching the Gospel, and suffering for the sake of Christ; they were steadfast and immoveable in His work, nor could they be shaken or deterred from it by the menaces, reproaches, and persecutions of men; and they were the means of supporting others that were feeble minded, and of defending and maintaining the truths of the Gospel.  Paul states, though, that he is not a second rate Apostle, 2 Corinthians 12:11, and does not need to back down when these who are considered pillars err.)
 10Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do. 
 11But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.
(Note:  It must be understood, that the Apostle Paul did not withstand the Apostle Peter as an enemy, or use him with rudeness and ill manners; or as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, and false teachers resist the truth; but as a friend and a fellow Apostle, and in an amicable manner, and yet with all uprightness: his reason for it was, because Peter was to be blamed as Peter has already declared in the council at Jerusalem; though it is best to render the word, to be blamed, which shows that the Apostle Paul did not oppose him for opposition sake, rashly, and without any foundation; there was a just reason for it, for the Apostle Peter had done that which was culpable, and for which he was blameworthy; and what that was is mentioned in the next verse.) 
 12For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.
(Note:  Remember, the Jewish Christians, in Acts 11:1-3 had already attacked Peter for eating with the Gentile Christians.  Peter caved in to their demands, therefore this is why the Apostle Paul withstood the Apostle Peter in public before them all, in verse 12 above:  When Peter met with Gentile Christians, and did eat with them, but fearing the Jewish Christians, " . . . but when they were come . . .  (that is when the Jewish Christians were come)"  " . . . he, that is Peter, withdrew and separated himself from the Gentile Christians.  Why?  " . . . fearing them which were of the circumcision. (Jewish Christians, i.e.:  those who upset many so much so that a council had to be called to straighten the mess out.  Why?  It was because these Jewish Christians had stated that the Gentile Christians had to be circumcised.  Acts 15 " 
While alone, the Apostle Peter, where the influence of heavenly truth prevailed, he ate with the Gentiles, surrounding himself with the reputation of walking in the same liberty as others. However, when certain persons came from James, from Jerusalem, where he himself habitually lived, the center where religious flesh and its customs still had (under the patient goodness of God) so much power, Peter no longer dared to use a liberty which was condemned by those Christians who were still Jewish in their sentiments; Peter withdrew himself. What a poor thing is man! Man is weak in proportion to our importance before men; when we are nothing, we can do all things, as far as human opinion is concerned. We exercise, at the same time, an unfavourable influence over others in the degree in which they influence us-in which we yield to the influence which the desire of maintaining our reputation among them exercises over our hearts: and all the esteem in which we are held, even justly, becomes a means of evil. Peter, who fears those that came from Jerusalem, draws away all the Jews and even Barnabas with him in his dissimulation.
 
13And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.

(Note:  
dissembled means:
1. to take up another's statements in reference to what one has decided for one's self 
a. to reply, answer 
2. to make answer (speak) on the stage 
a. to impersonate anyone, play a part 
These Jewish Christians, joined in hypocrisy with one another by acting a part, that is acting the hypocrite, and referencing Peter's comments or statements to such a degree that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.

Now we see for the first time the explanation of why Paul and Barnabas had a falling out.  Paul and Barnabas was paired up and went on Paul's first missionary journey together.  John Mark came as well, but departed during this first missionary journey.  Barnabas started to be pursuaded that the other Apostles, i.e.:  Peter, James, and John were correct in separating themselves from the Gentile Christians, as the Jewish Christians began to persuade Barnabas that Peter was correct in his actions.  This caused a rift between the Apostle Paul and Barnabas.  
Barnabas then decided then to take John Mark with him on his missionary journey; while the Apostle Paul took Silas.
Interestingly, we never again here of Barnabas.  John Mark, though, is reconciled with the Apostle Paul, and is helpful to the aging Apostle.
2 Timothy 4:11

11Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.)
Acts 13:6-13
6And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus: 
 7Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 
 8But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith. 
 9Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him. 
 10And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 
 11And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 
 12Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. 
 13Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem.
(Note:  John Mark departed from them and returned to Jerusalem during their first missionary journey.  An explicit reason is not indicated, however, it may be that Mark had held Simon the sorcerer (sorcerer =magos, singular of Magi), called Barjesus or Elymas, in high regard.  Remember, many of the Jews did.  This Simon the sorcerer, was withstood by the Apostles Peter, while there with Peter was the Apostle John, read here in Acts 8:9-25.)
Galatians 2:14-21
 14But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?
(Note:  verse 14 above, the Apostle Paul explains how he corrected the Apostle Peter before all of them.)
 15We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,
(Note:  verse 15, we are Jews by nature, that is birth . . . and not sinners of the Gentiles:  The Jews called the Gentiles sinners, because they were strangers to God's covenant, now called the Old Testament.  Paul, energetic and faithful, through Grace, alone remains upright: and he rebukes the Apostle Peter before them all. Why compel Gentiles to live as Jews in order to enjoy full christian communion, when he, being a Jew, had felt himself free to live as the Gentiles? Themselves Jews by nature, and not poor sinners of the Gentiles, they had given up the law as a means of securing the favour of God, and had taken refuge in Christ. They, however, sought to rebuild the edifice of legal obligations, in order to acquire righteousness, why had they overturned it? Thus acting, they made themselves transgressors in having overturned it.) 

 16Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 
 17But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. 
 18For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. 
 19For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 
 20I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 
 21I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.

This the Apostle Paul deeply felt; this he had been called to set before the eyes and consciences of men by the power of the Holy Ghost. How many afflictions, how many conflicts, his task cost him! The flesh of man likes to have some credit; it cannot bear to be treated as vile and incapable of good, to be excluded and condemned to annihilation, not by efforts to annul itself, which would restore it all its importance, but by a work that leaves it in its true nothingness, and that has pronounced the absolute judgment of death upon it, so that, convicted of being nothing but sin, it has only to be silent. If it acts, it is only to do evil. Its place is to be dead, and not better.
We have both right and power to hold it as such, because Christ has died, and we live in His risen life. He has Himself become our life. Alive in Him, I treat the flesh as dead; I am not a debtor to it. God has condemned sin in the flesh, in that His Son came in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin. It is this great principle of our being dead with Christ which the Apostle sets forth at the end of the chapter (only first recognising the force of the law to bring death into the conscience). He had discovered that to be under a law was to find himself condemned to death. He had undergone in Spirit the whole force of this principle; his soul had realized death in all its power. He was dead; but, if so, he was dead to the law. The power of a law does not reach beyond life; and, its victim once dead, it has no more power over him. Now Paul had acknowledged this truth; and, attributing to the principle of law its whole force, he confessed himself to be dead by law-dead then to law.  How was he dead by the law? Was it by undergoing the eternal consequences of its violation; for if the law killed, it condemned too? 2 Corinthians 3:12-18  By no means. It is quite another thing here. He did not deny the authority of the law, he acknowledged its force in his soul, but in death, in order that he might live to God.

Where then could he find this life, since the law only slew him? This the Apostle Paul explains. It was not himself in his own responsibility, exposed as he was to the final consequences of the violation of the law-who could find life in it! Christ had been crucified-He who could suffer the curse of the law of God, and death, and yet live in the mighty and holy life which nothing could take away; which made it impossible for death to hold Him, although in Grace He tasted it. The Apostle (whom this same Grace of God had reached) owning it according to the truth as a poor sinner in subjection to death, and blessing the God who granted him the Grace of life and of free acceptance in Christ, had been associated with Christ in God's counsels in His death (now realised by faith, and become true practically by Christ, who had died and risen again, being his life). He was crucified with Him, so that the condemnation of it was gone for Paul. It is Christ whom death under the law had reached. The law had reached Saul the sinner, in the Person of Him who had given Himself for him.  In fact, and now Saul himself in conscience, and brought death there-but the death of the old man (see Rom. 7:9, 10)-and it had now no more right over him.  Nevertheless he lived: yet not he, but Christ, in that life in which Christ rose from among the dead-Christ lived in him. Thus the dominion of the law over him disappeared (while ascribing to the law all its force), because that dominion was connected with the life in regard to which he reckoned himself to be dead in Christ, who had really undergone death for this purpose. The Apostle Paul lived in that mighty and holy life, in the perfection and energy of which Christ was risen from among the dead, after having borne the curse of the law. He lived to God, and held the corrupt life of his flesh as dead. His life drew all its character, all its mode of being, from the source whence it flowed.


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
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