Romans 1:15-32

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

Note:  God is a just, Holy, and Righteous God, and we are guilty sinners. It is necessary that we have a perfect righteousness in order to appear in before Him.  All our our righteousness is to be counted as filth rages, Isaiah 64:6, there is, though, such a righteousness brought in by the Messiah, the Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and made known in His Gospel.  A Gracious method bestowed upon His Called, notwithstanding the guilt of our sins. It is the Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is God, coming from a satisfaction of infinite value.  Faith is all in all, both in the beginning and progress of Christian life. It is not from faith to works as the Roman Catholic "church," has taught as if faith put us into a justified state, and then works kept us in it.  The Righteousness of the Mighty God, Isaiah 9:6, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is revealed from faith to faith, Romans 3:20-27!  It is all along from faith to faith, it is faith pressing forward, and gaining the victory over unbelief when man fails in his works to be righteous with and before a perfect God.  All men, being considered in themselves, that is without the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, are guilty both of ungodliness and also unrighteousness, and therefore are subject to God's condemnation, John 3:16-18.  Sinful man needs therefore to seek after the righteousness of the Mighty God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Isaiah 9:6, Who alone frees man from sin and the guilt and condemnation of God because of a man's sin.

This Wrath is said to be God's Wrath "from heaven," by the awful blackness which covers the heavens, the storms and tempests raised in them, and by pouring down water or fire (and/or brimstone) in a surprising manner on the inhabitants of the world, or "from Heaven," that is, openly, manifestly, in the sight of all from God who is in Heaven, and not from some second cause "of nature".  More especially it will be revealed from Heaven, when the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth shall descend from thence at the Day of Judgment as the Lord of Hosts, in the subject matter or object of it, against, or "upon" which it is revealed, are, all ungodliness, and the unrighteousness of men.  That is, all ungodly and unrighteous men, or all men who are guilty of ungodliness, the breach of the First Table of the Law, which respects the Worship of God, Exodus 20:1-11. Additionally, their unrighteousness, from the breach of the Second Table of the Law, which regards our neighbor's good, Exodus 20:12-17.  These persons are further described as such, who hold the truth in unrighteousness, meaning either such who know the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, which is "The Truth," and they do not profess it openly, but hold and imprison it in their minds, which is a great piece of unrighteousness.  Or, if they do openly profess it, but do not live up to it in their lives.  Or, such as the Gentile philosophers, the Gnostic's, who (see verse 22 below) who had some knowledge of the Truth of the Divine Being of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and His perfections, and because of God's Law and the Lord Jesus Christ they therefore knew the difference between moral good and evil, but did not like to retain it themselves, nor communicate all they knew to others, to deceive them, nor did they live according to that knowledge which they had.
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven . . ." The Apostle Paul having hinted at the Doctrine of Justification by faith alone in the perfect Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The Apostle Paul moves to prove that there can be no justification for a sinner in the sight of God by the deeds of the Law, in order to set this matter in a clear light, from hence, to the end of the chapter, and in the following ones, represents the sad estate and condition of the Gentiles with the "law of nature," and of the Jews with the Law of Moses.  By which it most clearly appears, that neither of them could be justified by their obedience to their respective laws under which they were, but that they both stood in need of the Righteousness of the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. By "the wrath of God" is meant the displicency (Displicency:  To chasten.) and the indignation of God at sin and sinners.  God's Righteous punitive justice, and awful vengeance, Psalm 78:15-32.  The Judgments which God executes in this world, and that everlasting displeasure of God and His Wrath to come in the world to come.  The Wrath of God which all through sin are deserving of, some are appointed to, and which God's Elect, those Called of God, the True Worshipers, those Born Again Believers are delivered from, 1 Thessalonians 5:8-10, through the Lord Jesus Christ's sustaining it, in their room and stead, and which comes and abides on all impenitent and unbelieving persons. This is said to be "revealed," where? Not in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, in which the Righteousness of God in, by, and through the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is revealed.  Unless that part of the Ministry of a Gospel Preacher, which represents the Wrath of God as the desert of sin, the dreadfulness of it, and the way to escape it by faith alone, in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone.  The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, strictly taken, is God's Grace, God's good news, glad tidings, and not wrath and damnation upon His Chosen, those Born Again, for those Laws, Ordinance of God against the Born Again Believer, one Called of God, God's Chosen were nailed to the Cross of Calvary, Colossians 2:13-15.  Indeed in the Lord Jesus Christ's sufferings for the sins of His people, which the Gospel gives us an account of, there is a great display of the Wrath of God, and of God's indignation against sin upon His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The Wrath of God is revealed in the Law, it is known by the light of nature, and to be perceived in the Law of Moses, and may be observed in the Holy Scriptures, where are many instances and examples of Divine wrath and displeasure, as in the total destruction of the old world by a world wide flood, the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah for their abominations before God and man, and God turning Lot's wife into a pillar of salt, the plagues of Egypt, the fiery serpents, www.alemattec.com/Fiery serpents . . . .doc, etc . . . .

returning to Romans 1 . . .    

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.
20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,

23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,

31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
Matthew 12:30
30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.

Note:  The Truth of God is that the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth put everything to the test -- everything on God's part was centered in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is Emmanuel, God Himself who was there, Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23. He who was not with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was against Him. He who did not gather with the Lord Jesus Christ scattered.
Scattered in the Greek means:  I disperse, scatter abroad (as of sheep).  Properly, to dissipate, i.e. (figuratively) put to flight, waste, be liberal -- disperse abroad, scatter (abroad), cause to flee. 
The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Good Shepherd, that gathers His sheep to Himself, and into His fold, by the external ministry of the Word of God, and internal efficacy of the Lord Jesus Christ's Grace alone, John 10:11; John 10:14.  Satan is the wolf, the thief, the liar, the murderer that catches and scatters the sheep, and seeks to kill and destroy them, John 8:40-47.  Since there is such an open war proclaimed and carried on between the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and satan, the devil, none ought to be, nor can be neutral.  Whoever is not on the side of, or (for), the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is reckoned as His enemy.  Whoever is not concerned by prayer or Preaching of God's Holy Word, personal witness, or other means to gather souls of men to God's Word and ordinances, and to the Lord Jesus Christ's True Church, and to Himself, is deemed by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as a scatterer of His Sheep and thus His enemy. 
Everything now depended on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone, and His faithfulness to His Calling, the Cup that He was required to drink, www.alemattec.com/The Cup.doc.  God the Father could suffer long for those who at first spoke against Him and followed other “gods,” which is blasphemy.  The Lord Jesus Christ would bear with all unbelief as to His Own Person, which is blasphemy.  God's Grace would remove all of that.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Mighty God, Isaiah 9:6-8, alone, could pardon all sin of Israel, of those God has reserved, God's Elect, those Chosen of God, God's Called, the True Worshipers, those Born Again, the Jews first Jeremiah 50:20, then the Gentile Born Again Believers Acts 4:12; Acts 5:31; Acts 13:37-39; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 1:6-12; Colossians 1:14-17.  However, to speak against and blaspheme the Holy Ghost (that is, to acknowledge the exercise of God's power, that which is of God, and/or to attribute it to satan) or openly to deny what the Holy Spirit wrote in Holy Scripture concerning the Person, the Power/Authority, and the Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth could not, and would not, be pardoned – forgiven.

www.alemattec.com/Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall NOT be forgiven unto men . . ..doc

The fruit proved the nature of the tree, www.alemattec.com/Men as Trees.doc.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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