1 Kings 4:30-32
30 And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt.

31 For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round about.

32 And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five.
Note:  The above is to reference Ethan the Ezrahite.

Psalm 89:1-52 (A Psalm of Maschil (Maschil means:  to instruct, to have or give insight, to ponder and wisely understand) of Ethan the Ezrahite).
1 I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations.

2 For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens.

3 I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant,

4 Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. Selah.

5 And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O Lord: thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints.

6 For who in the heaven can be compared unto the Lord? who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord?

7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.

8 O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto thee? or to thy faithfulness round about thee?

9 Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them.

10 Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces, as one that is slain; thou hast scattered thine enemies with thy strong arm.

11 The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: as for the world and the fulness thereof, thou hast founded them.

12 The north and the south thou hast created them: Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name.

13 Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand.

14 Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face.

15 Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.

16 In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted.

17 For thou art the glory of their strength: and in thy favour our horn shall be exalted.

18 For the Lord is our defence; and the Holy One of Israel is our king.

19 Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.

Note:  "Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one, . . ."To the Prophet Samuel, as well as to others, to assure King David that he was indeed the Chosen One of the LORD.

20 I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him:

21 With whom my hand shall be established: mine arm also shall strengthen him.

22 The enemy shall not exact upon him; nor the son of wickedness afflict him.

23 And I will beat down his foes before his face, and plague them that hate him.

24 But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him: and in my name shall his horn be exalted.

25 I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers.

26 He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.

27 Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.

28 My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him.
Note:  King David was not of the Tribe of Levi, but was of the Tribe of Judah.

29 His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven.

30 If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments;

31 If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments;

32 Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.

33 Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.

34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.

35 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.

36 His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.

37 It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.

38 But thou hast cast off and abhorred, thou hast been wroth with thine anointed.

39 Thou hast made void the covenant of thy servant: thou hast profaned his crown by casting it to the ground.

Note:  "Thou hast made void the covenant of thy servant: . . ." Because of the horrible confusion of things, the Prophet complains to God, as though he did not see the performance of His promise and thus discharging his cares on God, he resists doubt and impatience, and wonders if God had gone back on His Word.) " . . . thou hast profaned his crown by casting it to the ground."  By this he means the horrible dissipation and tearing of the Kingdom which was under Jeroboam, or else by the Spirit of Prophecy that Ethan speaks of those great miseries which came to pass soon after with their captivity at Babylon.


40 Thou hast broken down all his hedges; thou hast brought his strong holds to ruin.

41 All that pass by the way spoil him: he is a reproach to his neighbours.

42 Thou hast set up the right hand of his adversaries; thou hast made all his enemies to rejoice.

43 Thou hast also turned the edge of his sword, and hast not made him to stand in the battle.

44 Thou hast made his glory to cease, and cast his throne down to the ground.

45 The days of his youth hast thou shortened: thou hast covered him with shame. Selah.

46 How long, Lord? wilt thou hide thyself for ever? shall thy wrath burn like fire?

47 Remember how short my time is: wherefore hast thou made all men in vain?

48 What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave? Selah.

49 Lord, where are thy former lovingkindnesses, which thou swarest unto David in thy truth?

50 Remember, Lord, the reproach of thy servants; how I do bear in my bosom the reproach of all the mighty people;

51 Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O Lord; wherewith they have reproached the footsteps of thine anointed.

52 Blessed be the Lord for evermore. Amen, and Amen.
2 Kings 25:27
27And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, that Evilmerodach king of Babylon in the year that he began to reign did lift up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison;

Note:  King Nebuchadnezzar with the “head of gold” mentioned in the Book of Daniel. The Babylonian Empire had been founded by King Nabopolassar (626-605 B.C.), the father of King Nebuchadnezzar. King Nebuchadnezzar was followed by King Amel-Marduk (562-560 B.C.), the Evilmerodach or Evil-merodach, King Neriglissar (560-556 B.C.), King Labashi-Marduk (556 B.C.), and lastly King Nabonidus (556-539 B.C.), the final king of the Babylonian Empire.

1 Chronicles 5:22
22For there fell down many slain, because the war was of God. And they dwelt in their steads until the captivity.

1 Chronicles 6:15
15And Jehozadak went into captivity, when the LORD carried away Judah and Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.
1 Kings 12:22-31

22 But the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying,

23 Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying,

24 Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel: return every man to his house; for this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, and returned to depart, according to the word of the Lord.

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and built Penuel.

26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David:

27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.

28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

29 And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan.

30 And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.

31 And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi.
Note:  We can see that for political purposes, the leaders of the people will seek to destroy what was established by God, including by their influence changing spiritual leaders.  Noticed, that the people went to worship the one at Dan, verse 29.  Although the people know that the Levites were to be the Priest, they chose to continue such; in that they rejected with contempt and abhorrence, as the word signifies, the Knowledge of God, and of all Divine things God had taught them; of the Law of God, concerning what was to be done, or not to be done, by the people; and of all statutes and ordinances relating to Divine Worship, and the performance of the Priestly office: and though there might be some of Aaron's line that continued in the land of Israel, and in their Office; yet these affected the same ignorance, and therefore the Lord threatens them with a rejection from the Priesthood; or, however, that they should be no Priests to Him, or in His account, but should be had in the utmost abhorrence and contempt, This word signifies the utter rejection of them by God, and the great contempt they were had in by the Lord; this was to take place, and did, at the captivity by Shalmaneser.

Numbers 25:1-18

1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab.

2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods.

3 And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel.

Note:  Baalpeor=Baal.  The Jews had repeatedly, in their history gone after and worshiped Baal in the place of the True Living God, Jehovah.


4 And the Lord said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the Lord against the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may be turned away from Israel.

5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor.

6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

7 And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand;

8 And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel.

9 And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.

10 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.

12 Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:

13 And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel.

Note:  This assurance by God, to Phinehas was a signal and a mark of honor to him that the stain of blood, instead of defiling him, in fact was accepted by the Lord God and indeed had confirmed Phinehas in his Office, and that his posterity should continue as long as the national existence of Israel.  Phinehas, now heir-apparent to the High-Priesthood, no doubt was one of those Judges of Israel whom Moses had ordered, by Divine Appointment, to slay all those whom they knew to have joined themselves to the false "god" Baal-peor, i.e.:  Baal.  The children of Israel here "worshiped Baal).  There is a list of 83 successive High Priests, from the line of Aaron, from Aaron the High Priest to the time of the destruction of the Temple, in 70 A.D., which  is recorded in the Jewish Encyclopedia (Vol. VI, p. 391). Phineas, son of Samuel, was the last Jewish high priest (67-70 B.C.). He is listed in the Jewish Encyclopedia as "a man altogether unworthy" (Vol. 1, p. 381) http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/12122-phinehas-b-samuel; because, as the Encyclopedia of Jewish Knowledge says, Phineas was chosen as the result of political intrigue. He was not of high-priestly lineage, nor as described was he in any way worthy of the office" (p. 428).   (Note:  Exactly the OPPOSITE of what God declares in His Holy Word, the Holy Bible.  Remember, though, with the Jews the Jewish Talmud, and their other teachings over-ride, or take precedence over the Holy Scriptures, Holy Bible, God's Holy Word).  With the end of the Aaronic Priesthood; the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., which ended the offering of the Mosaic sacrifices, Old Testament Judaism, the Judaism Ordained by God, came to an end. Hence the Jews have not had a Divinely delegated mediator with God, that is:  a Righteous Judge, a Divine interpreter of the religious and moral Law of God since that time.  Gone forever is the Judaism which, as the Jewish Encyclopedia says, enabled the Jews to see "in the sanctuary the manifestation of God's presence among His people, and the Priest the vehicle of Divine Grace, the mediator through whose ministry the sins of the community, as the individual, could be atoned for" (Vol. 4, p. 125). Hence no one in present-day Jewry functions with Divine authority, as did the Priests in pre-Christian times.  Instead, they have teachers, masters of their false Babylonian/Baal/Egyptian, pagan religion which had become mixed with Judism, and had become acceptable to the Jews, known as Rabbis.

The word Rabbi derives from the Semitic root R-B-B, in Hebrew script רַב rav, which in Biblical Aramaic means ‘great’ in many senses, including "revered", but appears primarily as a prefix in construct forms. Although the usage rabbim "many" is used in Holy Scripture, shown in (as 1 Kings 18:25, הָרַבִּים) speaks of Baal worship:

1 Kings 18:25
25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.

Many here means:
 Strong's Number:  7227    br
Original Word    Word Origin
     br         contracted from (07231)
Transliterated Word    Phonetic Spelling
     Rab         rab 
Parts of Speech    TWOT
     N/A         2099a,2099b
 Definition
      adj  much, many, great


"The majority, the multitude" occurs for the assembly of the community in the Dead Sea scrolls, there is no evidence to support an association with the later title "Rabbi."[4] The root is cognate to Arabic ربّ rabb, meaning "lord" (Used when talking about God). As a sign of great respect, some great rabbis loved to be called "The Rav,"  the lord.

The Word Reverend is used but once in all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, and is an attribute of God Himself, not to be taken by a man:

Psalm 111:9
9 He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.

Reverend in the Greek means:  to fear, revere (revere means:  to bow down, to worship, worthy of worship; Holy. Held in veneration; revered, to show devoted deferential honor to : regard as worthy of great honor, to respect or cherish with awe); venerate (venerate means: to treat or regard with great respect, honor, or reverence. ), be afraid.

Rabbi is not an occupation found in the Torah (i.e. the Pentateuch) and ancient generations did not employ related titles such as Rabban, Ribbi, or Rab to describe either the Babylonian sages or the sages in Israel. The titles "Rabban" and "Rabbi" are first mentioned in the Mishnah (200 B.C.). The term was first used by the Jews for Rabban Gamaliel the elder, Rabban Simeon his son, and Rabban Johanan ben Zakkai, all of whom were patriarchs or presidents of the Sanhedrin. The word Rabban is not used in all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.  The title "Rabbi" occurs (in Greek transliteration ῥαββί rhabbi) in the Books of Matthew, Mark and John in the New Testament, where it is used in reference both to the "Scribes and Pharisees, which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth prohibits", as well as to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Himself, which He accepts.  Rabbi meaning:  Master, Lord, Head, Ruler.

Matthew 23:8-10
8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.

9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.

returning to Numbers 25:14-18 

14 Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with the Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites.

15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian.

16 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

17 Vex the Midianites, and smite them:

18 For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the plague for Peor's sake.

Note:  Causing the Jews to commit both corporal and spiritual fornication by Balaam's counsel.  They did not vex you with wars, but with wiles, with cunning stratagems, and artful methods to draw them into sin, that thereby they might be exposed to the Wrath of God: wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor; the idol Peor, that is the worship of Baalpeor; which seems to countenance the notion that Peor was the name of a man, some great personage, who was "deified after his death, i.e.:  made a 'god' "; in that the Midianites beguiled the Israelites, by sending their daughters among them, the daughter of men which always seem for some reason to be the most physical alluring, the ones who beguile, with whom the children of Israel committed fornication, and by whom they were inveigled to worship the idol Peor.  Cozbi, who was the daughter of a Prince of Midian, their sister; their countrywoman, as it was common with eastern people to call those of the same country with them their brethren and sisters: therefore, the Midianites beguiled the Israelites, by prostituting a person of such quality and beauty to a Prince of theirs, which was setting an example to other daughters of Midian to follow her in going after the Jews, and so hereby many of the children of Israel were ensnared into whoredom, and into idolatry:  which was slain in the day of the plague, for Peor's sake: i.e., for the business of Peor, that is because of the worship of that idol which caused the Jews to worship Baal; not that Cozbi was slain upon that account, but the plague came upon Israel by reason of their worshipping of it, and it was on the day that the plague was that she was slain; by which it seems that the plague lasted but one day.:  

Numbers 31:16
16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the Lord in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the Lord.


Revelation 2:12-17

12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.

16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.




Numbers 25:11-13

11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.

12 Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:

13 And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel.

Note:  Even the Covenant of an everlasting Priesthood; or this must be read in connection with the preceding words, and the sense be, and he and his shall have the Covenant of an everlasting Priesthood, beside the Covenant of peace before promised to him: the Aaronic Priesthood, from which Phinehas came, is called everlasting in the sense that it would continue for a long duration, because it was to continue, and did continue, throughout the whole Jewish dispensation, unto the coming of the Messiah, in whom it had its fulfilling end. 


Verse 13 of Number 25, " . . .even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood;" Everlasting means:

olam: long duration, antiquity, futurity (futurity:  having future events or prospects, affecting things into the future).
Original Word: עוֹלָם
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine
Transliteration: olam
Phonetic Spelling: (o-lawm')
Short Definition: forever.  However, the word itself does also mean, and does here, a long duration.
 

Note:  Now though Phinehas in course was to have the Priesthood at his father's death, yet it is here promised him on account of his zeal, both to assure him that he should survive his father, and that nothing should befall him that should render him incapable of the Priesthood; and moreover, that he should have a seed in whom it should be continued; there was indeed an interruption of it in his line for a little while, on some account or other, it being translated into the family of Eli, a son of Ithamar, but then after it was restored again in the time of King Solomon to the family of Phinehas, where it continued unto the captivity, and even to the times of King Herod, and so up to the time of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth: in this also Phinehas was a "type of Christ", the Covenant made with him, though, was of a long duration, not so that of the Christ, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in Who His Covenant of the New Testament in His blood is from everlasting and to everlasting, a Covenant that cannot be broken, and will never be removed; but the Priesthood founded on it is different than on the Aaronic/Phinehas Priesthood.  As the Priesthood of the Messiah, the Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Priesthood being established by the Oath of God the Father, Who swore to Him:

Psalm 110:4
4 The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.


Note:  Although the Aaronic Priesthood was of a long duration, and would be changed.  The Lord Jesus Christ's Priesthood is an unchangeable one, and does not pass from one to another; His sacrifice has a perpetual virtue and efficacy in it to take away sin forever, and He, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ever lives to make intercession for His people:


Hebrews 7:19-28
19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.

20 And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest:

21 (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:)

22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.

23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death:
24 But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.

25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.
26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;

27 Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.

28 For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.


Note:  Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel; by executing judgment upon the one's of satan, the false worshipers, the worshipers of Baal, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has made Atonement for the sins of His people by satisfying God's Law and Justice: and, it is interesting to note, that there is an agreement between Phinehas and the Lord Jesus Christ's very name:  Phinehas signifies either "the face of him that spares," that is, of God, that spares; and the Messiah, the Christ is the face of God, the express Image of His person, even of Him, Who, though He spared not His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, yet He spares His people for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake; as God, who looks upon the Person, the righteousness, the blood, and the sacrifice of His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, when exacting His Justice and spares His people in Mercy.



Numbers 25:3-5
3 And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel.

4 And the Lord said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the Lord against the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may be turned away from Israel.

5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor.


Deuteronomy 4:3
3Your eyes have seen what the LORD did because of Baalpeor: for all the men that followed Baalpeor, the LORD thy God hath destroyed them from among you.



Psalm 106:28
28They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead.



Hosea 9:10
10I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at her first time: but they went to Baalpeor, and separated themselves unto that shame; and their abominations were according as they loved.

Note:  In the midst of the Nation of Israel, who God Himself, the very Son of God, who had led them, as the Captain of the Lord of Hosts, as the great I AM, the great I AM HE, the Holy One of Israel, they people who had witnessed all He had done, still were turned to worship Baal.  God exacts His wrath against them, and spared His people.  In the midst of their sinfulness, God remains faithful to His promise.

Two ways God testified His acceptance of the pious zeal of Phinehas:  (1.)  God immediately put a stop to the plague, verse #8. Their weeping and praying prevailed not till this piece of necessary Justice was done. If magistrates, those God has placed in power do not take care to punish sin, God will; but their justice will be the best prevention of His judgment:


Joshua 7:13
13 Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow: for thus saith the Lord God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among you.

Note:  God placed an honor upon Phinehas. Though he did no more than it was his duty to do as a Judge, yet because he did it with extraordinary zeal against sin, and for the very honor of God, and did it when the other Judges, out of respect to Zimri's character as a Prince, were afraid, and declined doing it, therefore God showed that He was particularly well pleased with Phinehas, and it was counted to him for righteousness:


Psalm 106:21-31
21 They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt;

22 Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red sea.

23 Therefore he said that he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them.

24 Yea, they despised the pleasant land, they believed not his word:

25 But murmured in their tents, and hearkened not unto the voice of the Lord.

26 Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, to overthrow them in the wilderness:

27 To overthrow their seed also among the nations, and to scatter them in the lands.
28 They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead.

29 Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and the plague brake in upon them.
30 Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment: and so the plague was stayed.

31 And that was counted unto him for righteousness unto all generations for evermore.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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