POPE-YOUTH Jun-7-2013 (980 words) With photos. xxxi
Pope nixes 'boring' practice of reading text to students, uses Q&A
http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/1302499.htm'

The pope said Catholics have "an obligation to get involved in politics."

 "We can't play the role of Pontius Pilate and wash our hands of it," he said. "Politics is one of the highest forms of charity because it seeks the common good."
Note:  Charity means love.  "Politics is one of the highest forms of charity (love) . . ."

 He said those who complain that politics is "too dirty" should ask themselves why. Perhaps it's "because Christians haven't gotten involved with an evangelical spirit."

 It's easy to blame others, he said, but people need to ask themselves: "Me? What am I doing" about it?


Note:  Charity means love.  "Politics is one of the highest forms of charity (love) . . . ?"  There are two things you need for success in politics. Money and I can't think of the other.  -- Senator Mark Hannah (R-OH), 1903.  Politics is about money, and thus power, who gets it, and how much.  Politics and money influence each other.  Political scientist Harold Lasswell defined politics as "who gets what, when, and how".[18] Schmidt, Barbara A.; Bardes, Mack C.; Shelley, Steffen W. (2011). American Government and Politics Today: The Essentials (2011–2012 Student ed.). Boston: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning. p. 5. ISBN 978-0-538-49719-0.

Politics (from Greek: politikos, meaning "of, for, or relating to citizens") is the art or science of influencing other people on a civic or individual level. More narrowly, it refers to achieving and exercising positions of governance — organized control over a human community, particularly a state. A variety of methods is employed in politics, which include promoting its own political views among people, negotiation with other political subjects, making laws, and exercising force, including warfare against adversaries. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics


Politics is about money, and thus power, who gets it, and how much.  Politics and money influence each other.  Therefore, you could rewrite what the so called "pope" said as . . . (Note:  Remember, Charity means love).  Thus, "Politics is one of the highest forms of charity (love) . . ."  or "Politics (money, and thus power, who gets it, and how much) is one of the highest forms of charity (love) . . ."  



John 8:20-24

20 These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come.

21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come.

22 Then said the Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come.

23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.

24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.
www.alemattec.com/I AM HE.doc



John 18:35-37

35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?

36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth gave an account of the nature of His Kingdom. " . . . My kingdom is not of this world: . . ."  The Lord Jesus Christ was her stating for all that He was a King, indeed.  The Lord Jesus Christ's Kingdom, its nature is not worldly, political, it is a Kingdom within men, set up in their hearts and consciences, its riches are spiritual, its power spiritual, and it glory within. Its supporters are not worldly, James 4:4, its weapons are not political but spiritual, it needed not, nor used, force to maintain and advance it, nor opposed any kingdom but that of sin and satan. Its object and design are not worldly, political, Romans 12:2. When the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said, I am the Truth, John 14:6, He said, in effect, I am a King Who rules by Truth. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth conquers by the convincing evidence of Truth.  The Lord Jesus Christ rules by the Commanding Power (Authority) of God's Truth. The subjects of His Kingdom are those that are of the Truth. God's Truth, written in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible is to and for them alone:  ie.:  His subjects, His Called, His Chosen, His Elect.  Pilate put a good question, he said, What is Truth? When we search the Holy Scriptures, and attend the ministry of the Word, it must be with this inquiry, What is Truth?

The Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth Kingdom was set up, and anointed by His Heavenly Father from everlasting, and it was Prophesied in the Old Testament, declared by the Angel Gabriel, both when he brought the news of His conception, and of his birth, was owned and understood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as a great King, Malachi 1:14, www.alemattec.com/Marks, and the Lord of Host . . . .doc, who knew him to be so in the days of his flesh, and since His resurrection, ascension, and session at God's right hand, more manifestly appears to be our Great King, the King of Kings now clearly to those who know the Word of God written in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth also hereby declares, that He had a Kingdom, that His Kingdom on earth, not his natural and universal Kingdom, as God, God the Son, the Creator and Governor of all things, but his mediatorial Kingdom, administered both in the days of His flesh, and after His resurrection, which includes the whole Gospel dispensation.  The Lord Jesus Christ's visible Church state on earth, and the whole Election of Grace was part of His Kingdom.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Kingdom which will still be present at the close of time, in the latter day, which will be more spiritual, and in which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will reign before His ancients gloriously.  Also, the Kingdom of God, or of Heaven, even the ultimate glory are the Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth Kingdom.  The Glory of His Kingdom, the whole of which is not of this world.  The subjects of the Lord Jesus Christ's Kingdom are not of the world, as they are Chosen and Called out of it.  The Kingdom itself does not appear in worldly pomp and splendor, nor is it supported by worldly force, nor administered by worldly laws.  Christ Jesus' Kingdom does not so much regard the outward, as the inward estates of men.  The Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth Kingdom promises no worldly emoluments, or temporal rewards. 

Since the Lord Jesus Christ's Kingdom is not of this world, not political, then Caesar, or any civil government, had no reason to be uneasy on account of Him, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth being a King, a great King, and having a Kingdom, since His Kingdom and interests did not in the least break in upon, or injure any others, including their secular realm.   This was the very nature of the Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth Kingdom, in that He proves by the following reason:  if my Kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight that I should not be delivered to the Jews, or else they would be fighting for their part in politics, wanting to rule in the secular realm, Mark 10:35-45. If the Lord Jesus Christ's Kingdom had been a worldly one, political, set up on worldly views, and governed with worldly or political policy, and was to answer some worldly ends or ruler, then the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth would have had enough servants (literally slaves) among the Jews, who would have declared for Him to be their political, worldly ruler, King, John 6:1-15, and took up arms in His favor against the pagan Roman government, and the Lord Jesus Christ's own Disciples would not have suffered Him to have been betrayed into the hands of the Jews by Judas.  Nor would the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth have hindered them from attempting His rescue, as He did Peter by force of the sword, John 18:10, nor would they suffer Him now to be delivered by Pontius Pilate into their hands, to put Him to death, since they had such a Prince (a King) at the Head of them, Who, if He had the Calling from God to have made use of His Power, Matthew 28:18, was able to drive all the pagan Roman forces before Him out of the nation, and oblige a general submission among the Jews, to the Sceptre of His Kingdom.  
" . . . but now is my kingdom not from hence."  The Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth Kingdom does not rise out of, nor proceed upon, nor is it supported by worldly or political principles, wherefore none of the above methods were made use by Him.




Daniel 11:31-39

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.

32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

33 And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.

34 Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.

35 And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.

36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.

37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.

38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.

39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.

The Prophecies concerning Antiochus Epiphanes by the Prophet Daniel (Daniel 8:9-14; 23-25; 11:21-39) have both a historical as well as future fulfillment. These Prophecies point to Antiochus Epiphanes as well as to the future antichrist of the New Testament.  Those who study these Prophecies call them a double reference Prophecy.  They realize that both have a historical completion (they were still future when the Prophet Daniel wrote them) concerning Antiochus, as well as future Prophecies that prefigure the antichrist. Both involve two end-time periods. When it comes to the larger picture, these two periods of persecution leading up to the First and Second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth are portrayed in both the exploits of Antiochus IV as well as those of the coming antichrist.  Both begin as a “little horn”. (Daniel 7:8; 8:9). Both Antiochus and the antichrist grow to become a great power from a small beginning. Notice how that the “little horn” of Daniel 8:9 “ . . . waxed exceedingly great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land. And it waxed great even to the host of heaven; . . .” Daniel 8:9-10. This is true of the antichrist as well, Daniel 11:41-42. The antichrist will begin as an insignificant political figure (one of his heads is political, the other religious for what he is known, "pope") in the beginning. However he will gain worldwide POLITICAL power in the midst of the tribulation hour and exert control over Revelation 13:7 7And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

Both antichrists persecute the Saints of God. The cruel and violent persecutions of Antiochus Epiphanes are recorded in the annals of history for all to observe. In the spring of 168 B.C., the armies of the Syrian King had arrived within four miles of the great City of Alexandria to compel the Pharaohs to surrender. The Egyptians had appealed to pagan Rome for assistance. A Roman fleet was anchored in the bay and their representative Popilius Laenas, soon met with the Syrian King.  After drawing a circle with his staff around the Syrian king, and forcing him to give an immediate response, the Syrian King reluctantly accepted the ultimatum to depart. 

After being humiliated and forced to leave Egypt, Antiochus’s vengeance was quickly turned upon Jerusalem. He killed over eighty thousand men, women, and children and sold some forty thousand into slavery. The Holy place, the Temple in Jerusalem was robbed of its treasures and the Temple was dedicated to Jupiter Olympus, www.alemattec.com/_picture_Daniel 9 and Revelation . . . .htm. The Temple was defiled by offering a sow (a swine, a pig) upon the sacred Altar and scattering its juice over all the sanctuary and vessels. Antiochus substituted the Jewish feasts with the drunken revelry of Bacchanalia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacchanalia, forcing the Jews to worship Bacchus, the "god" of pleasure and wine. The licentious festival of Saturnalia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saturnalia, the worship of Saturn, was also enforced upon the inhabitants. Antiochus forbade the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and would not allow circumcision. Antiochus had Jews with their infants thrown headlong off of the highest wall in Jerusalem.  Antiochus killed two mothers who had circumcised their children in defiance of his law.  Antiochus also cut out the tongues of a mother’s seven sons and had each of them roasted alive on a flat iron, forcing her to watch.  Then, the mother herself was murdered.

The carnage committed by the impious Syrian King Antiochus is only a foretaste of what lies ahead for those who will be swept away during the Great Tribulation. The persecution of God’s Saints under the “beast” will be much more intense and far-reaching during Daniel’s Seventieth Week. The Apostle John said:



Revelation 20:4
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

Furthermore, both blaspheme the God of Heaven. Antiochus “Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, . . .” 

Daniel 8:11
11 Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of the sanctuary was cast down.

Note:  Antiochus pride and arrogance was lifted up in opposition to the very God of Heaven. His blasphemy will typify that of the future Man of Sin . . .  Antiochus carries his pretensions so far as to oppose himself to Him, to set himself against the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in His character of Prince of Israel, the Lord of Hosts, against the Judge who comes, the Head of Israel, Who is Jehovah Himself.

Daniel 7:8
8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.



The Apostle John witnessed the approaching Beast rising from the sea “ . . .and upon his heads the name of blasphemy."

Revelation 13:1
13 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.
www.alemattec.com/Revelation 13 . . . .doc


Then, the Apostle John echoes the antichrist's future blasphemy:

Revelation 13:6
6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.



Both will speak and use peace to achieve their aims. The Syrian King Antiochus would destroy many by peace:

Daniel 8:25
25 And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.

Pretending to be on a peaceful mission he then plunders and steals, giving out liberally the treasures he had acquired to his cronies. The “man of sin” or “lawless one” will also use deceit in the upcoming conflagration to obtain his desires. The man of sin, the lawless one, the antichrist is depicted as one who rides on a white horse, Revelation 6:


Revelation 6:1-10

1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.

2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.

3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.

4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.

5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.

7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?



Revelation 6:2

2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.

"And I saw, and behold, a white horse: . . ." Note what the Apostle John saw, and then remember that it is symbolic, and that instead of looking for a literal fulfillment, we are to ask to understand the meaning of the symbols. There are several features of the vision that fix our attention: 1. The horse. 2. His white color. 3. The armed warrior. 4. His crown. 5. His bow. 6. His mission.

It is certain that none of these features would have been named if they did not possess a significance. What do each of these symbols mean? (1) The horse. He was never used by the Jews or Orientals as a beast of burden. The ox and the ass were devoted to that position, as the horse was reserved for war. Whenever the horse is mentioned by the Prophets it will be found in connection with war-like employments. The horse is always associated with war which can be seen in Job 39:19-25; Psalm 76:6; Proverbs 21:31; Jeremiah 8:6; Ezekiel 26:10. Hence this symbol points to a period of war, though it alone does not declare whether the conflict is carnal or spiritual, is triumphant or disastrous. (2) The white color. As there are three more horses in succession under the three following seals, each of different colors, the color must have a meaning. White must have a different significance from red, or black, or pale. What is indicated by the color of the first horse? White is the color of prosperity, of happiness, and triumph. Whenever a Roman General was given a triumph his chariot was drawn by milk white horses. In Revelation 19:11-16, the Mighty Conqueror who wears many crowns is seen riding on a white horse. The white horse signifies prosperous, victorious wars. (3) The rider. His significance is due to his arms, his crown, and the white horse he rides. It is enough to state here that he represents either some conqueror, or a conquering age. (4) The crown. "There was a crown given to him." This crown is not "the diadem" (diadema) but the "garland crown" (stephanos)  The word crown used in Revelation 6:2 above is in the Greek stephanos.  Stephanos in the Greek means:  a crown, garland, honor, glory.  Properly, a wreath (garland), awarded to a victor in the ancient athletic games (like the Greek Olympics); the crown of victory.  This is the crown given as a reward for victory in battle, for great achievements or for victory in games. The Hero of Revelation 19 wears many diadems, Kingly crowns, but this rider in Revelation 6:2 wears the garland crown, the stephanos. It is important to note this distinction. (5) The bow. He is armed with a weapon of war in that age. The bow may simply signify that the rider is a great, warlike figure, or there may be a special significance in the fact that he is armed with a bow, with no mention of arrows, www.alemattec.com/images/'bent' cross, a bow.JPG, instead of having either a sword or spear.

Four horses in succession follow . . . The latter three cannot refer to spiritual changes. If the first horseman represents a spiritual power, the others cannot represent carnal powers. If they refer to events in the secular world, the meaning of the first must also be sought there also.  It has been urged that the Rider upon the white horse in Revelation 19, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the same as that of the first seal. There is nothing common but the white horse. The Rider of Revelation 19 is clothed, armed and crowned differently. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth wears garments sprinkled with blood, has upon his head many diadems (Kingly crowns) and out of his mouth proceeds the sword of the Word of God.

However, this warrior in Revelation 6 holds a bow and wears a garland instead of a diadem (a Kingly crown).  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appears often in Revelation, and there is always something symbolical about the manner in which He is represented. In the fifth chapter he appears under the symbol of a Lamb.  In Revelation 14, it is the Lamb who stands in Mt. Zion. In Revelation 14:14 one "like the Son of Man" is seen upon a white cloud, with a sharp sickle in his hand, to indicate that the harvest time has come, when the earth shall be reaped. In Revelation 1, the Son of Man is seen, radiant as the sun, with a two-edged sword proceeding out of his mouth. In Revelation 19:11-16 one sat upon a white horse, who was called Faithful and True, wearing upon his head many crowns, clothed in a vesture sprinkled with blood, and out of his mouth proceeded a sharp sword, emblematic of the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.  The sword is constantly used as a symbol of the Word, which is the Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth instrument for reducing the world to His sway.  The conquering Savior is constantly pictured forth with the sword proceeding out of his mouth, but never appears with a bow in all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.

The first four seals, all kindred in their imagery, can only be satisfactorily explained by referring them to events in the history of the pagan Roman Empire. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, by the skeptical Gibbon, is the best commentary on the seals, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decline_and_Fall_of_the_Roman_Empire. Nor do I think that the Horsemen are to be sought in individuals, but are representative of great epochs (Epoch:  an event or a time marked by an event that begins a new period or development). The First Seal must refer to the period of prosperity and triumphant war closely following the Apostle John's exile to Patmos. As it has an earthly signification, it is probable that we must look for an epoch in the history of the pagan Roman Empire, beginning near the opening of the second century. An age which meets every characteristic wonderfully is the age of prosperity and conquest beginning with the reign of Nerva, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nerva, embracing that of Trajan, Adrian, and the two Antonines. This glorious period has been called THE AGE OF THE ANTONINES, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nerva–Antonine_dynasty. The Apostle John was an exile on Patmos in the last year of the reign of Domitian, A. D. 96. In that year the tyrant was slain. The Caesar Augustus Nerva succeeded him upon the Roman throne. With Nerva's reign begins a new epoch, at once the most brilliant and the most prosperous in pagan Roman history. He was the founder of a new family of Cæsars. He adopted as his son and successor, the war-like Trajan, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trajan. His incessant wars were uniformly triumphant, and during his reign the pagan Roman Empire reached its greatest dimensions. Vast as were the limits of the Empire under Julius and Augustus Cæsar, the Empire ruled by Trajan was much more vast. In order to show that it was an Age of Gonquest Gibbon, wrote:  vol. 1, page 7: "The degenerate Parthians, broken by intestine discord, fled before his arms. He descended the river Tigris in triumph, from the mountains of Armenia to the Persian Gulf. He enjoyed the honor of being the first, as he was the last, of the Roman Generals who ever navigated that remote sea. His fleets ravaged the coasts of Arabia; and Trajan vainly flattered himself that he was approaching the confines of India. Every day the astonished Senate received the intelligence of new names and new nations that acknowledged his sway. They were informed that the Kings of Bosphorus, Colchos, Iberia, Albania, Osrhoene, and even the Parthian monarch himself had accepted their diadems from the hands of the Emperor Trajan." This Age of Conquest, when the pagan Roman Empire reached its greatest limits both in Asia and Europe, was also an age of prosperity. Gibbon (Vol. I., page 95) declares that, "If a man was called upon to fix the period in history of the world, during which the condition of the human race was most prosperous and happy, he would without hesitation name that which elapsed from the death of Domitian to the accession of Commodus."

We have found that the symbols are strikingly fulfilled in the epoch of pagan Roman history, known as the age of Trajan, or of the Antonines, beginning with the reign of Caesar Augustus Nerva. It began immediately after the Apostle John wrote the Book of Revelation.  It was a period of prosperity.  It was the period of the mightiest extent of the pagan Roman power and Empire. It furnished one of the mightiest conquerors of the pagan Roman. Caesar Augustus Nerva was entitled to wear the garland of victory, the stephanos (The Olympic Games were the oldest of the four, said to have begun in 776 BCE. It is more likely though that they were founded sometime in the late 7th century BCE. The Pythian, Nemean and Isthmian games most likely began sometime in the first or second quarter of the 6th century BCE. The Isthmian games were held at the temple to Poseidon on the Isthmus of Corinth.

The games are also known as the stephanitic games, because winners received only a garland for victory. (Stephanitic derives from stephanos the Attic Greek word for crown, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panhellenic_Games). This fulfillment is within the scope of Biblical Prophecy, which embraces the Roman Empire. The bow itself may have a special significance, since no arrows are mentioned in Revelation 6:2, just the bow. Before this age the Emperors were all of Roman stock, and until the death of Nero were of the line of Julius Cæsar. Caesar Augustus Nerva, the founder of a new line of six Cæsars, was of Greek descent, and is said to have been of Cretan stock. The Cretans (Greeks) were a race of bowmen, the most famous of the ancient world. Some have seen this pointed out in the bow.

The people of Crete (Crete is the largest and most populous of the Greek islands, the fifth-largest island in the Mediterranean Sea, and one of the thirteen administrative regions of Greece.) practiced archery and Cretan mercenary archers were in great demand.[15] Crete was known for its unbroken tradition of archery.[16] The Greek "god" Apollo is the god of archery, also of plague and the sun, metaphorically perceived as shooting invisible arrows, Artemis the goddess of wild places and hunting. Herakles and Odysseus and other mythological figures are often depicted with a bow.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crete, Apollo was also the "god" of music, poetry, plague, oracles, sun, medicine, light and knowledge. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo  The symbols of Apollo are:  the Lyre, laurel wreath, python, raven, bow and arrows.

After the fall of Napoleon (1815), the Apollo was repatriated to the Vatican where it has remained ever since.  The Apollo Belvedere stands after 2,000 years in the Octagonal Court at the Vatican Museum in Rome.  Slung over Apollo’s right shoulder is his quiver held in place by a leather strap.  http://www.eurotravelogue.com/2012/05/artsmart-roundtable-study-of-apollo.html


In Greek mythology, Apollo is represented wearing a laurel wreath on his head. In ancient Greece wreaths were awarded to victors, both in athletic competitions, including the ancient Olympics made of wild olive-tree known as "kotinos" (κότινος),[1] (sc. at Olympia) and in poetic meets; in Rome they were symbols of martial victory, crowning a successful commander during his triumph. Whereas ancient laurel wreaths are most often depicted as a horseshoe shape, modern versions are usually complete rings.

The early Romans had very few archers, if any. As their empire grew, they recruited auxiliary archers from other nations. Julius Caesar's armies in Gaul included Cretan archers, and Vercingetorix his enemy ordered "all the archers, of whom there was a very great number in Gaul, to be collected".[18] By the 4th century, archers with powerful composite bows were a regular part of Roman armies throughout the empire. After the fall of the western empire, the Romans came under severe pressure from the highly skilled mounted archers belonging to the Hun invaders, and later Eastern Roman armies relied heavily on mounted archery.[19]


The antichrist will ascend to power through the voluntary alliance of 10 Western European nations uniting under a one-world government which will morph into the United Nations:
www.alemattec.com/_picture_Daniel 2, Revelation 17, the antiChirst, Tony Blair A Biblical symbol thatis being used in conjunction with the European Union is the one from Revelation17 where a.htm


Revelation 17:12-13

12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.

13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.




". . . and the people of the prince that shall come ",  the little horn, the antichrist . . .


Daniel 9:26-27

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

Note:  The antichrist will lead Israel into signing a Covenant, which the Prophet Isaiah describes as a " . . .covenant with death, and with hell . . ."  Isaiah 28:15-19


27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.


This Covenant will begin the Prophet Daniel's seventieth "week," Daniel 9:27, which is a seven-year period guaranteeing Israel not only a time of peace and security, but also an opportunity to rebuild their Temple. Yet this peace will be short-lived, as somewhere near the middle of the week Russia and her allies, Ezekiel 38-39, will sweep down upon the mountains of Israel, Ezekiel 38:8; 39:2, against the unsuspecting nation of Israel, Ezekiel 38:11-12. 

The white horse of conquest is quickly followed by the red horse of war, Revelation 6:4,, the black horse of famine, Revelation 6:5, and finally the pale horse of death, Revelation 6:8. Then, shortly after, the world will suddenly be plunged into utter devastation that ultimately leads to the battle of Armageddon and the Second Coming of Christ, Revelation 19:11-21. 

Both these antichrists desecrate the sanctuary of the Temple. It is a matter of historical record as to the desire of Antiochus to destroy the Jewish nation and their religion. When Antiochus set up the image of Jupiter in the Holy Place in Jerusalem, and desecrated the sanctuary and its Holy vessels, he was unwittingly portraying a future defilement. The Prophet Daniel referred to this incident as the “abomination that maketh desolate” Daniel 11:31; 12:11. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth linked this event in Matthew 24:15.  The Jewish converts to Christianity who lived during this period understood the meaning of this Holy Scripture and fled to the mountains for safety, during the First Jewish-Roman War, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish–Roman_War. The Apostle Paul referred to the future antichrist in 2 Thessalonians 2:4.



2 Thessalonians 2:4
4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.


The Apostle John in the Book of Revelation gives a vivid description of the “image of the beast” that the false prophet will set up in the future rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem. Those living in that frightful time will be forced to worship the image of the beast or be killed:


Revelation 13:14-15

14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.



Both of these antichrist will be satan incarnate. Concerning the Syrian king Antiochus, the Prophet Daniel wrote:

Daniel 8:23
23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.

The only adequate explanation of this verse and of the facts of history is that this man was demon possessed, as will be the future antichrist, the "pope" of Rome. 

W.A. Criswell, speaking of the demon-possessed Antiochus and his foreshadowing of the Antichrist, said:

"First, he is inordinately proud, lifted up, and ambitious. He is satan through copy. He is satan through incarnation. He is satan’s willing instrument. When Antiochus came to reign, he imprinted on his coins, Theos Antiochus, Theos Epiphanes, “Antiochus, God manifest.” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus_IV_Epiphanes One need not doubt that such a thing could be, for according to the second chapter of 2nd Thessalonians, this final dictator, the antichrist presents himself as “God manifest,” as it were Theos Epiphanes. That same spirit is universal in human story. Ambitious, dictatorial men are like that. That was the spirit of Hitler.  It is the spirit of any striving dictator who lifts himself above the mountain heap of prostrate humanity. 

Seeing that Christ was the “Seed of the woman”, therefore the antichrist, who is of satan himself who mimics the things of God, will be the “seed of the serpent” Genesis 3:15, Isaiah 14:14, the Antichrist, then, will be more than a man, he will be the actual and literal seed of that Old Serpent, the Devil, the crooked serpent, Lucifer, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was, according to the flesh, the actual and literal seed of the woman.”

As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is God incarnate, the antichrist will be satan incarnate. Therefore, in his human form he is the beast "out of the sea," a brilliant and dynamic world leader with charisma and vision, demon-possessed as any evil dictator has been, but yet much worse.  Worse than Hitler.

Both shall be broken without hand  This can be interpreted that his power will be broken apart from the intervention of man, Daniel 8:25. Antiochus was afflicted by a horrible death “by worms and ulcers, when on his way to Judea, intending to take vengeance for the defeat of his armies by the Maccabees.” His infliction was that the worms rose up out of the body of this wicked man, and while he lived in sorrow and pain, his flesh fell away, and the filthiness of his smell was noisome to all his army.  Which was much like that of King Herod's awfule death, Acts 12:20-23, being stricken with a violent disorder in his bowels: his body covered with worms; his flesh flaked off, and emitted such a stench, as was intolerable to his army.  The smiting Stone shall suddenly strike the feet of the image and ultimately destroy the Gentile nations and its last Roman ruler, the Roman Catholic "pope,"  bringing to an end the counterfeit kingdom of the antichrist. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth will then cast the beast and false prophet alive into the lake of fire, Revelation 19:11-21. Thus, both the Syrian King Antiochus and the final antichrist shall “stand up against the Prince of Princes, but he shall be broken without hand.” Daniel 8:25.

Both periods conclude with deliverance. Antiochus sent Appolonius who halted the sacrifices in June 167 B.C. and in December 25 of the same year set up the heathen altar and the heathen sacrifices began. On December 25, 164 B.C., Judas Maccabeus restored the sanctuary and sacrificial system.

Through the exploits of Mattathias and his five sons, the Jewish nation was finally liberated from Syrian occupation and gained political independence in the spring of 142 B.C.. It had been twenty-five years since Mattathias Hasmoneas had prompted the Maccabean uprising in the tiny village of Modein. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/369625/Mattathias

There are many other parallels in the conquests and atrocities of the Old Testament antichrist Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the final antichrist presented in the New Testament. The mystery of the Godhead will thus be parodied by the "mystery of iniquity".  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost will have their counterpart in the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet.


2 Thessalonians 2:7
7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.




Revelation 19:11-21

11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.

13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.

14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King Of Kings, And Lord Of Lords.

17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;

18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.

19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.

20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.




Revelation 20:10-15

10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.




-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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