Luke 6:37-45

37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:

Note:  Judge not, that ye be not judged--To "judge" here does not mean to pronounce condemnatory judgment, nor does it refer to simple judging at all, whether favorable or unfavorable.  The context makes it clear that the thing here condemned is that disposition to look unfavorably on the character and actions of others, which leads invariably to that of pronouncing rash, unjust, and unlovely judgments upon them. No doubt it is the judgments so pronounced which are spoken of here.  What our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth aims at is the spirit out of which they spring. Provided we eschew this unlovely spirit, we are not only warranted (warranted:  feel we have the authority or right to do so) to sit in judgment upon a brother's character and actions, but in this exercise comes an unnecessary discrimination by our own guidance, as misguided as it may be. It is the violation of the Law of love involved in the exercise of a censorious disposition (Censorious:  Censure, a judgment involving condemnation, condemning another, the act of blaming or sternly disapproving of another or their action) which alone is here condemned. The argument against it--"that ye be not judged"--confirms this: "that your own character and actions be not pronounced upon with the like severity"; that is, at the great day of Judgment.  Not only will man be judged by the Lord Jesus Christ concerning their condemnation of others, and the measure they use, but such harsh judgment gets the individual punished even here. Most people shrink from contact with those who systematically deal out harsh judgment upon others--naturally concluding that they themselves may be the next victims--and feel impelled in self-defense, when exposed to it, to roll back upon the assailant his own censures.

38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

Note:  These are borrowed types of sayings, taken from those who used to measure dry things, as corn and such things, who do it in a rather forceful manner, and thrust it down and shake it together, and press it and put it into a pile.  If we are of a giving and a forgiving spirit, we shall ourselves reap the benefit. Though full and exact returns are made in another world, i.e. Heaven, not in this world, yet Providence encourages us in doing good.  This verse, along with verses 37, 41 and 42 are about a giving spirit, showing charity (love,) and not finding fault.  If we show grace to others, they will return into our bosom.  This is an allegory (Allegory:  the expression by means of symbolic fictional figures and actions of truths or generalizations about human existence).  Meaning as we show grace to others, then those who truly appreciate what we have done will show grace to us, and even more so.  So much, in some cases it is like a person going to buy grain or some other dry commodity.  Some of Jews measures they heaped, and some they did not.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth signifies here, that a large compensation should be made to the poor or indigent person(s).  Those who give liberally and generously to these needy persons; that as they abounded in their acts of beneficence, so an overflowing plenty of good things should be returned to them.  When Christ Jesus says, that this should be "given into their bosom," He alludes to the long and large garments the Jews wore, into which they were capable of receiving large lap fulls of good things.

Give liberally of your worldly substance to indigent persons, the very least of the Brethren, as you have an opportunity, according to your ability, and as cases require.  It shall be returned again to your great advantage; with great recompense, either in this world, in Heaven, or both:  good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  Possibly in like return, or by things said, or doors opened for you here on earth.  You will receive your just reward in Heaven.

This is not to give to the "church" as these false churches "preach" this Scripture, it is used to make merchandise of you.  (Literally, to “sell” your soul to satan!, Deuteronomy 24:7; 2 Peter 2:3.  It is to provide for those having a need, who have no other recourse to have that need met.  Not a want met, but a need met.

The Jews had a saying; "He that judgeth his neighbor according to the balance of righteousness, or innocence, they judge him according to righteousness." Also, "As ye have judged me according to the balance of righteousness, God will judge you according to the balance of righteousness."

With what measure you mete, it shall be measured to you again. This was an usual proverb among the Jews; it is sometimes delivered out thus,  "measure against measure"; but more often, and nearer in form "with what measure a man measures, they measure to him":

'With what measure a man measures, they measure him'.  So the woman suspected of adultery, she adorned herself to commit sin, and God dishonored her; she exposed herself to iniquity, God therefore stripped her naked; the same part of her body in which her sin begun, her punishment did. Samson walked after his eyes instead of following the Law of God, and therefore the Philistines plucked out his eyes. Absalom was lifted up in his mind, with his hair, and therefore he was hanged by it 2 Samuel 14:25-26; 2 Samuel 18:9-10; and because he lay with his father's ten concubines, they therefore pierced him with ten lances; and because he stole away three hearts, the heart of his father, the heart of the Sanhedrim, and the heart of Israel, therefore he was thrust with three darts: and so it is with respect to good things; Miriam waited for Moses, therefore the Israelites waited for her seven days in the wilderness Exodus 2:4; Numbers 12:15; Joseph, who was greater than his brethren, buried his father Abraham; and Moses, who was the greatest among the Israelites took care of the bones of Joseph, and God himself buried Moses.

39 And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch?

40 The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.

41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye?

42 Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy brother's eye.

43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes.

45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.


Deuteronomy 24:7
7 If a man be found stealing any of his brethren of the children of Israel, and maketh merchandise of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall die; and thou shalt put evil away from among you.

Note:  Merchandise in the Hebrew means:  to gather grain, take from him what is not yours to take, to steal from him, so then that thief shall die.  To make merchandize of him, this was a capital crime, and could not be expiated (expiated:  to extinguish the guilt incurred by), as other thefts, by restitution. It was a very heinous offense, for, 1. It was taking a man away from his family, his tribe.  2.  It was robbing the public of one of its members. 3. It was taking away a man's liberty, the liberty of a free-born Israelite, which was next in value to his life. 4. It was driving a man out from the inheritance of the land, to the privileges of which he was entitled, and bidding him go serve other gods, as the future King David complains against his King Saul:

1 Samuel 26:19
19 Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words of his servant. If the Lord have stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering: but if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the Lord; for they have driven me out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, Go, serve other gods.


Deuteronomy 21:14
14 And it shall be, if thou have no delight in her, then thou shalt let her go whither she will; but thou shalt not sell her at all for money, thou shalt not make merchandise of her, because thou hast humbled her.


Note:  Merchandise in the Hebrew means:  to gather grain, take from him/her what is not yours to take, to steal from him/her, so then that thief shall die.  See again:  Deuteronomy 24:7 above.


2 Peter 2:3
3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

Note:  Make Merchandise in the Greek means:  "to engage in trade," doing business by trading.  Trading God's Word for:  money, fame, hunting after the favor of men, etc . . . exploiting.

Making merchandise:  The primary meaning is trading, or selling.  Archaic:  Selling something dishonorably for money or some other reward; make a matter of corrupt bargaining, e.g.:  do not your lawyers sell all their practice, as your Priests their prayers?  The sense “corrupting” or “adulterating” developed secondarily, because merchants in ancient times very often adulterated their commodities for sale.  As when they added water to wine, or did any other thing to increase the apparent volume or attractiveness of a commodity, i.e.:  placing their thumb on the weight scale to steal from the individual buying what they were selling.  The commodity itself is genuine enough, but something very inferior has been added by a dishonest merchant.


2 Corinthians 2:17
17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.

Note:  Corrupt in the Greek means:  I hawk, trade in, deal in for purposes of gain.

Now, there is no valid reason to suppose that the Apostle Paul in this passage could only have meant one sense or the other when he used this word "corrupt".  Rather, it is likely that he meant both, corrupt the Word of God for gain, i.e.:  selling it dishonestly, or handling the Word of God deceitfully. The Apostle Paul charges his opponents with having adulterated the Truth of the Gospel with some extraneous material for the purpose of hawking it, selling it, just as the dishonest merchants did when they obtained more money for themselves by adulterating their wine and wheat. The Apostle Paul means to draw a connection between the selling or hawking the Word of God and its corruption here. The same thought is present in:



2 Corinthians 4:2
2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

Note:  Craftiness in the Greek means:  crafty behavior; unscrupulous cunning that stops at nothing to achieve a selfish goal.

The Apostle Paul will not make the Gospel superficially attractive by dressing it up with the sort of things which the unregenerate world finds attractive, but which distract from its simple power.  I believe that John Calvin has correctly drawn out the implications of the Apostle Paul’s use in Calvin's Commentary on 2 Corinthians 2:17 above:

"I do not think it likely that those who are here reproved Preached openly wicked or false doctrines; but am rather of opinion that they corrupted the right use of Doctrine, they did so for the sake of either gain or of worldly ambition, so as utterly to deprive it of its True energy. This he terms adulterating. Erasmus prefers to render it cauponari — huckstering. The Greek word is taken from retailers, or tavern-keepers, who are accustomed to adulterate their commodities that they may fetch a higher price ... It is, indeed, certain from the corresponding clause, that the Apostle Paul intended to express here corruption of True Doctrine not as though they had revolted from the Truth, but because they presented it under disguise, and not in its genuine purity. For the doctrine of God is corrupted in two ways. It is corrupted in a direct way, when it is mixed up with falsehood and lies, so as to be no longer the pure and genuine Doctrine of God, but is falsely commended under that title. It is corrupted indirectly, when, although retaining its purity, it is turned hither and thither to please men, and is disfigured by unseemly disguises, by way of hunting after favor. Thus, there will be found some, in whose doctrine there will be no impiety detected, but as they hunt after the applauses of the world by making a display of their acuteness and eloquence, or are ambitious of some place, or gape (gape:  to open the mouth wide) for filthy lucre:

Titus 1:11
11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake.

Note:  lucre in the Greek means:  gain, advantage, profit.  Profit or gain, acquired through "faith-trading."  

, or are desirous by some means or other to rise, they, nevertheless, corrupt the doctrine itself by wrongfully abusing it, or making it subservient to their depraved inclinations. I am, therefore, inclined to retain the word adulterate, as it expresses better what ordinarily happens in the case of all that play with the sacred Word of God as with a ball, and transform it according to their own convenience. For it must necessarily be, that they degenerate from the Truth, and preach an artificial and spurious Gospel."

Luke 3:12-14
12Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do? 

13And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you. 

14And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.
1 Timothy 6:5-9
5Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 
Note: Those that make financial gain from Preaching the Gospel.  They make merchandise of you.  This is the nonsense taught by false teachers today, i.e.: that God wants you to be prosperous.  They the Prosperity "preachers" declare that the evidence of your walking with God is that he has blessed you financially.  So, therefore, GIVE to the “church” beyond your comfort level. (That is more than you can really afford).  The reason you are NOT being “blessed” financially, they declare, is because you haven't “sowed” financially (into their false “church”).

6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 

8And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 

9But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.


Job 1:21
21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.

Hebrews 13:5-6
5Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

6So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.
Philippians 4:11-12
11Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

12I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.
3 John 1:1-11
1 The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.
2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.
Note:  Those who "preach the prosperity 'gospel' " use verse 2 above to claim that God wants us to be rich.

In 3 John 1:2 the Apostle John gives part of a salutation.  In the beginning of the salutation, verse 1, the Apostle John calls the recipient “wellbeloved Gaius.”  The first thing we should note from this is that the Apostle John is writing to a personal friend. Secondly, the Apostle John is claiming to be expressing a wish for the complete well-being of his dear wellbeloved friend.  The Apostle John is not stating a general promise here for all Christians. Furthermore, the exact form in which the Apostle John casts his wish for his friend was thoroughly conventional even in the surrounding pagan culture.  Both Greeks and Romans wished health and prosperity to the recipients of their letters.
To say that first-century pagans used the same formula in their salutations does not mean that the sentiment that the Apostle John expresses is not inspired or is anything less than Christian.  Indeed, some Bible interpreters have a way of implying that they have unlocked a secret and very special message that ordinary Christians have simply overlooked. There are no hidden or esoteric spiritual Truth embodied in this conventional epistolary salutation.
3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.

4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

5 Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers;

6 Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:

7 Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles.

8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.

9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.

10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.

11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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