Don’t think holiness is for you? The saints can help, Pope Francis says
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/dont-think-holiness-is-for-you-the-saints-can-help-pope-francis-says-34780/
Note:  Saints, the Roman Catholic "s(aints)" cannot help, they are dead, as is the Roman Catholic "Mary," their "queen of heaven".  They cannot help, but are used to deceive.

They cannot help.  Who then can help?

Psalm 33:20; Psalm 124:8
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Acts 14:8-18
8 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked:
Note:  This is not a parable, but something that actually happened, as referenced by ". . . a certain man . . . "  Lystra, a Lycaonian city in the southern part of the Roman province Galatia in todays modern Turkey.  (Galatia was named for the immigrant Gauls (people's of France) via Thrace, (Thrace:  now split between Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey,) who settled here and became its ruling caste in the 3rd century B.C., following the Gallic invasion of the Balkans in 279 B.C..  Galatia has been called the "Gallia" of the East, Roman writers calling its inhabitants Galli (Gauls - from France or Celts (from Great Britain or Ireland) ).


9 The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed,

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.
11 And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men.
12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker.
Note:  They called the Apostle Barnabas, Jupiter, i.e.:  Zeus, the Greek god of the sky in all its manifestations, corresponding to the Roman Jupiter and to the leading god of the native Lycaonians.  They called the Apostle Paul Mercurius, i.e.:  Hermes.  Hermes the messenger and herald of the Greek gods . . .  Hermes is portrayed as an emissary and messenger of the gods; an intercessor between mortals and the divine, and conductor of souls into the afterlife. 
Interpretatio romana is comparative discourse in reference to ancient Roman religion and myth, as in the formation of a distinctive Gallo-Roman religion. Both the Romans and the Gauls reinterpreted Gallic religious traditions in relation to Roman models, particularly the Imperial cult.
Intercultural translation . . .
The great achievement of polytheism ( Polytheism:  Is the worship of or belief in multiple deities.) is the articulation of a common semantic universe. …The meaning of a "deity" is his or her specific character as it unfolded in myths, hymns, rites, and so on. This character makes a "deity" comparable to other deities with similar traits. The similarity of gods makes their names mutually translatable. …  The practice of translating the names of the gods created a concept of similarity and produced the idea or conviction that the gods are international or can be universally worshiped.
Pliny the Elder expressed the "translatability" of these deities as "different names to different peoples" (nomina alia aliis gentibus).  This capacity made possible the religious syncretism of the Hellenistic era (Greek) and the pre-Christian pagan Roman Empire.

Some pairs of Greek and Roman gods, such as Zeus and Jupiter, are thought to derive from a common Indo-European archetype (Dyeus as the supreme sky god), and thus exhibit shared functions by nature. Others required more expansive theological and poetic efforts: though both Ares and Mars are war gods, Ares was a relatively minor figure in Greek religious practice and deprecated by the poets, while Mars was a father of the Roman people and a central figure of archaic Roman religion.

Some deities dating to Rome's oldest religious stratum, such as Janus and Terminus, had no Greek equivalent ( 
	23. Janus and Cybele, holders of the keys to Heaven and Hell
	The pope claims to have "the keys of Peter" and controls access to both Heaven and Hell


www.alemattec.com/Babylon 'god' baal and the Roman Catholic 'church'.doc). Other Greek divine figures, most notably Apollo, were adopted directly into Roman culture, but underwent a distinctly Roman development, as when Augustus made Apollo one of his patron deities. In the early period, Etruscan culture played an intermediary role in transmitting Greek myth and religion to the Romans, as evidenced in the linguistic transformation of Greek Heracles to Etruscan Her[e]cle to Roman Hercules.

In the Eastern empire, the Anatolian storm god with his double-headed axe became Jupiter Dolichenus, a favorite cult figure among soldiers. Roman scholars such as Varro interpreted the monotheistic god of the Jews into Roman terms as Caelus or Jupiter Optimus Maximus.
Interpretatio germanica is the practice by the Germanic peoples of identifying "Roman gods" with the names of their Germanic deities. Evidence for interpretatio germanica exists in the Germanic translations of the Roman names for the days of the week:
· Sunday, the day of Sunnǭ (Old Norse: Sunna, Sól; Old English: Sunne; Old High German: Sunna ), the sun (as female), was earlier the day of Sol Invictus, the sun (as male,) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sol_Invictus
· Monday, the day of Mēnô (Máni; Mōna; Māno), the moon (as male), was earlier the day of Luna, the moon (as female)

· Tuesday, the day of Tīwaz (Týr; Tīw; Ziu), was earlier the day of Mars, god of war

· Wednesday, the day of Wōdanaz (Óðinn; Wōden; Wuotan), was earlier the day of Mercury, god of travelers and eloquence

· Thursday, the day of Þūraz/Þunraz (Þórr; Þunor; Donar), was earlier the day of Jupiter, god of thunder; in other contexts, Þūraz, the mighty and popular son of Wōdanaz, the supreme god, was identified by means of interpretatio romana with Hercules, the mighty and popular son of Jupiter, the supreme god
· Friday, the day of Frijjō (Frigg; Frīg; Frīja), was earlier the day of Venus, goddess of love 
· Saturday, the day of Saturn 

Names of days in today’s English come from ancient paganism, where they were originally associated with celestial objects and heathen gods.


Note:  This table traces the seven days of the week from their pagan Latin origin through the names of Norse gods to their current names in English. 
In most of the Romance languages, which derive from Latin, days of the week still preserve the names of the original Roman deities, such as the Italian for Tuesday, "martedì" (from the Latin "Martis dies"). This is also the case with Saturn in some West Germanic languages; such as the English "Saturday," the West Frisian "Saterdei", the Low German "Saterdag" and the Dutch "zaterdag" all meaning Saturn's day.

13 Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people. 
14 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out,

15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:

16 Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways.

17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.

18 And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them.

Note:  Here, the Apostles Paul and Barnabas went to Lystra.  After the Apostle Paul miraculously cured a lame man, the people wanted to offer sacrifices to the Apostles Paul and Barnabas because they thought that they were the gods Hermes and Zeus. It was with great difficulty that the Apostles restrained the crowd from sacrificing, telling them to turn from their ‘worthless things’ to the living God who was the source of all their blessings.  God “has not left himself without testimony:  He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.”  Clearly the people of Lystra wrongly attributed the goodness of God to their false deities.  Sadly, this tragic mistake is repeated throughout human history and, despite the evidence pointing to the Lord God, many continue in their false religions and through their false worship to attribute these very gifts to their false gods. 
Jeremiah 44:16-18
16 As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto thee.

17 But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil.

18 But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword and by the famine.


Note:  Here is an even more and yet dramatic example of this sad reality.  The Prophet Jeremiah was Preaching to the people of Israel and warning them of the coming Judgment from Almighty God because of their idolatrous practices.  The Jews then argued with the Prophet Jeremiah this way:

The word that you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD God, we will not listen to you!  We will certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouths, offering our thanksgiving and prays to, and to burn incense to, the "queen of heaven" and pour out drink offerings to her, as we have done before, both we and our fathers, our Kings and our Princes, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem.  When we prayed to her, "the queen of heaven" we had plenty of food to eat, were well-off, and we saw no trouble.  However, since we stopped burning incense to the "queen of heaven" and stopped pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and have been consumed by both the sword and by famine.

They were praying to a pagan deity named the Queen of Heaven instead of praying to the Lord God, claiming that when they prayed to her they received all their needs, plenty of food and protection and so on. We know exactly who gave them the food and the protection but they ascribed them to a false god. Even worse, instead of repenting of their sins in the face of the Lord’s chastisement, they reasoned that they got into trouble because they stopped praying to this Queen of Heaven! The deception is astounding!
Sacrifices to strange gods are sacrifices to devils-- 
Deuteronomy 32:16-17
16 They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger.
17 They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not.
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This is exactly what happens when someone rejects the revealed Truth of God, God's Holy Word, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone as the Lord and Savior. The people of Lystra rejected the Truth of God revealed in creation. The Israelites rejected the Truth of God given through the Prophets and the Holy Scriptures.  Both the people of Lystra and the Jews were pitifully mistaken in their interpretation of their religious "experiences" and whom to worship.

We have God’s Truth both in nature and written in the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible telling us God's Truth and Who to rightfully Worship.  The prayers of godly people are always addressed to God and that there is not a single example of Christians praying to dead Saints in all of the Bible.  You also know that when the disciples asked the Lord Jesus Christ to teach them to pray, Christ Jesus taught us to address our prayers to “ . . . Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name." , Matthew 6:1-34
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-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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