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Revelation Chapters 2 & 3 describe the Church as it was oppressed under first Pagan Rome, and then Papal Rome.  Revelation 13 the antichrist is described, with his followers and worshippers, and showing him freely exercising tyranny and cruelty upon the True Saints of God.  In Revelation 14 describes the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His followers are represented in a vision, and some hints given of the fall of the Roman Mystery Babylon, and of the wrath of God upon the false worshippers claiming to Worship God, but who worship the beast, and of the happiness of those who belong to the Lamb of God Who was slain before the foundation of the world: and of him it is here said, that he stood on the Mount Zion.  Mount Zion is not in Heaven, but represents the Church on earth.  Why Mount Zion?  By Mount Zion is meant the True Church of God, under the Gospel dispensation, to which in the Old Testament the believing Hebrews came.  It is in contrast to Mount Sion from the Legal dispensation, signified by Mount Sinai, from which the Hebrews were delivered.  This is called Mount Sion, because, like that, it is beloved of God; Chosen by Him; and is the place of His habitation.  Here in Mount Sion is the place of His Worship, and where His Word and ordinances are administered.  Here in Mount Sion is where the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth communes with His people, and distributes His blessings.  Mount Sion, the True Church of God is a perfection of beauty the joy of the whole earth; is strongly fortified by Divine Power, and is immovable; and is comparable to that mountain, for its height and holiness: and to come to Sion is to become a member of the True Worshipers of God as a member of the Gospel Church, and partake of the ordinances, enjoy the privileges, and perform the duties belonging to it, and to enter into the city of the living God.  The Gospel Church is a city, built on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who is the foundation.  This True Gospel Church city is full of habitants, True Believers, at least it will be, in the latter day.  It is pleasantly situated by the river of God's love, and by the still waters of Gospel ordinances; it is governed by wholesome laws, of the Lord Jesus Christ's enacting, and is under proper Officers, of His appointing; and is well guarded by Watchmen, which he has set upon the walls of it; and it is endowed with many privileges, having complete access to God, freedom from the arrests of earthly justice, and from condemnation, adoption.  Having a right to the Heavenly inheritance.  This is "the City of God," because it is of His building, and here He dwells, and protects, and defends it.  It is run by and under "the Living God," to distinguish Him from the idols of the Gentiles, which are lifeless and inanimate, no other than sticks and stones.

The Heavenly Jerusalem, the Church of God goes by the name of Jerusalem often, both in the Old and in the New Testament, with which it agrees in its name, and which signifies the vision of peace, or those who shall see peace, True peace in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the King of it, Who is the Prince of Peace.  Those who are  the members of the True Church are sons of Peace, who enjoy a spiritual peace now, and an everlasting one hereafter.  This Heavenly Jerusalem, the Church of the Living God is compacted together, consisting of the Saints of God cemented together in love, in the order and fellowship of the Gospel.  It is well fortified, as God Himself and His Power, securing it, being all around it, and having salvation, for walls and bulwarks, and being encamped about by His Angels.  It is a free city, being made so by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and through Him, enjoying the liberty of Grace now, and having a Title to the liberty of Glory in the world to come.  Just as Jerusalem was as the object of God's choice, having the palace of the Great King, and the place of Divine Worship.  It is called "Heavenly," to distinguish it from the present day earthly Jerusalem.  As Heavenly it is to express the excellency of it, as well as to point out its original intent and showing that the members of it are from Heaven, being born from above.  Their conversation is now in Heaven and with God through the only Mediator between God and man, the man, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as they are designed for that place; and its Doctrines and ordinances are all from thence.

To an innumerable company of Angels; which are created spirits, immaterial and immortal; very knowing, and very powerful; and swift to do the Will of God.  They are Holy Angels, and immutably so, being the Elect of God, and confirmed by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Saints now are brought into a state of friendship with them; and adopted into the same family; and are social worshipers with them.  These Saints have access into Heaven, where the Holy Angels are, and with whom they shall dwell forever.  Dwell forever with them and they shall share the benefit and advantages of their kind offices.  These Holy Angels who have, sometimes, provided food for their bodies, healed their diseases, directed and preserved them on journeys, prevented outward calamities, delivered them out of many dangers and when in danger have restrained things hurtful, and cut off their enemies.  These Holy Angles with regard to things spiritual have, sometimes, made known the Mind and Will of God unto the Saints here on earth.  These Holy Angles have comforted the Saints of God under their distresses, helped them against satan's temptations, are present at their death, and carry their souls to Glory, and will gather the Saints together from the four corners of the earth, at the last day.   The One who leads the Holy Angels is the Lord of Host, the Lord of the Armies of Heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  As far as their number, the Holy Angels are innumerable, they are the Hosts or the Armies of Heaven; and there is a great multitude of the Heavenly Host.  There are more than twelve legions of Angels, and their number is ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands: and this makes both for the Glory and Majesty of God, whose attendants they are, and for the comfort and safety of Saints, to whom they Minister, and about whom they encamp. Before the fair flowers were seen, or ever the moveable powers were established, before the innumerable multitude of Angels were gathered together, the Lamb of God, the Word of God was God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, with God, first moved to create them.


John 1:1-5

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.


In Mount Zion, Revelation 14, here the Christ the Lamb of God stood presiding over it, being King of Zion, and His Church where He stood and fed and ruled, in the name of His Father, God, and in the Majesty of His God, His Father where He appeared in the defense of His Church, His people, oppressed by antichrist.   The Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth that standeth for the children of His people, and Who stands with great courage, and in the greatness of His strength, and is invincible.  Nor does the Lord of Hosts, the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth stand here alone, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand; the same with those in Revelation 7:4, though all the world wondered after the beast, and all that dwelt upon the earth worshipped him, yet there was a number preserved, a small remnant that did not bow the knee to him; a remnant according to the Election of Grace, who were called out of the world, and brought to Zion, and were on the side of the Lamb, and abode by Him, and cleaved unto Him, having His Father's name written in their foreheads.  Written in their foreheads which is not Baptism, administered in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, as some think.  Nor eternal Election, as others do think, though their names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life, as this has been made manifest (made known) to themselves and others, as if the Lord Jesus Christ's name and His Father's had been written in their foreheads, which is true.  The writing in their foreheads means rather their adoption into God's family, His world, given as a heir adopted the new name of a child of God, a Christian, as they have the spirit of adoption, whereby they cried, "Abba," Father, and being openly and manifestly the children of God, by their undeniable faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  This adoption, having the ability to cry to the Father is an allusion to the inscription in the mitre on the forehead of the High Priest, "holiness to the Lord,".

Exodus 39:1, 29-31

1 And of the blue, and purple, and scarlet, they made cloths of service, to do service in the holy place, and made the holy garments for Aaron; as the Lord commanded Moses.


29 And a girdle of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, of needlework; as the Lord commanded Moses.

30 And they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote upon it a writing, like to the engravings of a signet, Holiness To The Lord.

31 And they tied unto it a lace of blue, to fasten it on high upon the mitre; as the Lord commanded Moses.

Note:  So it will be expressive of that visible holiness which will be on the Saints of God in the spiritual reign of Christ, which this vision respects in Revelation 14. Though perhaps no more is intended than their open and hearty profession of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as their God, their Lord, their Savior, and that they were not ashamed of appearing in the cause of God and His Truth, nor were they ashamed of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Words, His Gospel, and His Ordinances, as they having His name, the Lamb's, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Father's name written in their foreheads, and the name of His Holy Spirit. As their name is one name under which a Christian is Baptized:

Matthew 28:18-20

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.


Note:  Here in Revelation 16 is a succession of terrible Judgments of Providence.  There seems to be an allusion to several of the plagues of Egypt. The sins were alike, and so were the punishments. The vials refer to the seven trumpets, which represented the rise of antichrist; and the fall of the enemies of the Church shall bear some resemblance to their rise. All things throughout their earth, their air, their sea, their rivers, their cities, all are condemned to ruin, all accursed for the wickedness of that people, many who claim the worship of God, but a God of man's making, not Jehovah God. No wonder that Angels, who witness or execute the Divine vengeance on the obstinate haters of God, of His Christ, of the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and of His Holiness, praise His Justice and Truth, and adore His awful Judgments, when He brings upon cruel persecutors the tortures they made His Prophets, His Son, the Only Begotten Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and His Saints suffer.


Revelation 16:1-2

1 And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.

2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.

Note:  Noisome in the Greek, Transliteration: kakos, means:   bad, evil, in the widest sense.  properly, inwardly foul, rotten (poisoned); (figuratively) inner malice flowing out of a morally-rotten character (Is equal to the "rot is already in the wood",) meaning, "wickedness, and inner evil."
Grievous in the Greek, Transliteration: ponéros, means:  evil, bad, wicked, malicious, slothful.  Ponéros is derived from the Greek Transliteration: ponos, which means:  labor, toil, pain, anguish, distress, suffering.  Pain, distress, suffering, anguish as in:


Revelation 16:10-11

10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,

Note:  Pain in verse 10 directly above means ponos as shown directly above the verse.

11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.


Exodus 9:8-9

8 And the Lord said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh.

9 And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt.

Note: Boil in the Hebrew, Transliteration: shechin, means:  Boils.   An ulcer, a boil, a botch (Botch:  an inflammatory sore).

Blains in the Hebrew, Transliteration: ababuah, means:  Sores, deep sores, meaning to belch forth; an inflammatory pustule (as eruption) -- blains.


Revelation 17:1-18

1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:

2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.

3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.

Note:  Beast here means a form of government, how the antichrist rules, with what authority, and by whose authority, the papacy.  The devil, satan, that old serpent works through members of the occult to infiltrate and influence every area of society — religion including all the churches today being led by the Roman Catholic "church," under their "pope," along with, and including, the music industry, public schools, Hollywood, The Council On Foreign Relations (CFR), the United Nations (UN), Wall Street, corporations, government, . . . .  The beast, the form of government throughout the world set up and ruled, either directly or indirectly, by the Roman Catholic "church" under authority of the "pope".


4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:

5 And upon her forehead was a name written, Mystery, Babylon The Great, The Mother Of Harlots And Abominations Of The Earth.

Note:  Pagan Rome subdued and ruled with military power, without mercy, not by art and flattering. Pagan Rome left the nations in general to their ancient usages and worship. As long as you didn't cause Pagan Rome a problem, and paid your taxes they left you alone.  However, not so with the Papacy.  It is well known that by crafty and political management, with all kinds of deceit of unrighteousness, Papal Rome has obtained and kept her rule over Kings and nations. Here were allurements of worldly honor and riches, pomp and pride, suited to sensual and worldly minds. As with the so call "prosperity gospel," being offered today, Papal Rome offered prosperity, pomp, and splendor, which feeds the pride and lusts of the human heart, but are no security against the Divine vengeance. The golden cup represents the allurements, and delusions, by which this mystical Babylon has obtained and kept her influence, and seduced others to join her abominations. She is named, from her infamous practices, being a mother of harlots; training them up to idolatry and all sorts of wickedness. She filled herself with the blood of the Saints and martyrs of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. She has intoxicated herself with it; and it was so pleasant to her, that she never was satisfied, and still seeks to kill and eliminate all of those who do not follower their "holy, (actually unholy,) father, the pope".

6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

7 And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.

Note:  " . . . Wherefore didst thou marvel? . . ." which is not said by way of approval as the Apostle John did not wonder at her with a sinful admiration, so as to have her in great veneration, and to do homage and worship to her, as the inhabitants of the world who have and will wonder after the beast, but his admiration was an amazement, or stupefaction of mind, joined with indignation at her; and this is said by the Angel to lead on to what he had to declare unto him.

8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.



Note:   Shall wonder Transliteration: thaumazó, in the Greek meaning:   I wonder, marvel, I wonder at, I admire, i.e.:  awestruck, astonished out of one's senses.  As in Matthew 8:27 below where the Greek Transliteration: thaumazó, is used as marvelled.:

Matthew 8:27
27 But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!
  
In that they shall wonder, shall marvel in their worship to the dragon (satan,) as satan is that old dragon Revelation 12:9; 20:2 which had given the beast his power. Their worship was, however, directed to the beast itself. Who is like unto the beast? This language implies giving the beast superhuman honors, that is literally worship. Similar language is often used of God.  Exodus 15:11; Psalm 113:5; Isaiah 40:18 whom satan declares he will be liken to Isaiah 14:11-14:  

9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.

Note:  Rome is the seat of idolatry and persecution of the True Worshipers of God, that is:  the Saints that refused to Worship either the Emperors of Rome, nor the "pope" of Rome, were martyred.  The Roman Catholic "church" is a mystery religion, not in the ancient form of Rome, which was ONLY pagan.  Yet it is; it is truly the seat of idolatry and tyranny, though of another sort and form. A true mystery religion, claiming to be the "true Church," claiming to be Christian, the Roman Catholic "church" is as pagan as pagan Rome ever was.  The Roman mystery religion, mystery Babylon the Great, Rome the Great, has mixed Christianity with Egyptian, Babylonian, Baal, and pagan Roman worship.  The Roman Catholic "church" would deceive into stupid and blind submission all the inhabitants of the earth within its influence, except the remnant, a small number of the Elect of God. Revelation 13:8; 17:8 This beast with seven heads, representing seven mountains, which means the seven hills on which Rome stands, where also Vatican City is located, which is home of the "Holy See," the home of the Roman Catholic "pope".  This beast with seven kings, are seven sorts of government. Five were gone by when this Prophecy was written; one was then in being; the other was yet to come. This beast, directed by the papacy, makes an eighth their leader or governor, and sets up idolatry yet again. The beast had ten horns, which are ten Kings who had as yet no kingdoms, that is they should not rise up until the Roman empire was broken, but should for a time be very zealous in her interest, and place themselves under the rule of the papacy, the Roman Catholic "church". 

10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.

11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.

13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.

Note:  God so ruled the hearts of these Kings, as He does over every man, by His spiritual power over them either by given man His Holy Spirit or keeping it from them, and by His Providence, that they did those things, due to the hardness of their hearts filled with sin, which God had purposed and foretold they would do. They shall see their folly, and how they have been bewitched and enslaved by the Great Whore, the mother of harlots (The harlots, once called Protestant, that is they protested the evil of the Roman Catholic "church," but now they have become like their mommy the Great Whore and they themselves have become harlots), and these Kings, the head of their nation, will be made instruments in the Great Whore's, and all who follow her, destruction. She was that great city which reigned over the kings of the earth, when the Apostle John had this vision; and every one who studies history knows Rome to be that city. 

14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.

16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.

17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.

18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

Note:  Rome is that great city which was a nation/state.  One that then reigned during the time the Apostle John wrote Revelation, and had reigned for hundreds of years all the way up into England, and down in the Middle East over Israel, and Jerusalem during the time of our Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Here in Revelation 17 above, the woman, which represents a religious system, i.e.:  the Roman Catholic "church," sitting on an imperial beast full of names of blasphemy, having the form which marked it Roman. The woman was gorgeously and imperially arrayed, had every human glory and ornament on her, and a rich cup of prostituting yet gross idolatries in her hand. Here her abominations are simply idols and with them the; "filthiness of her fornication,"all the horrible corruption that accompanies it, that is worship of idols, false "gods" even those representing the One Triune God (Triune:  : three in one, of or relating to the Trinity <the triune God>, consisting of three parts or members.

The beast on which she rode had been, ceased to exist, and then it comes up again from direct diabolical sources-comes up out of the abyss, out of Hell itself. The renewed Roman Empire, which had disappeared, was blasphemous and diabolical in its nature and was destroyed, that is pagan Rome was destroyed.  However, as pagan and diabolical by its very nature, Rome reappears, as spiritual Rome, the papacy, the Roman Catholic "church" as a mystery Babylonian religion, and in this character goes to destruction.  All but the Elect of God on the earth will be in admiration of it when they see the beast that was, i.e.:  pagan Rome, is not, and shall be to the present, the Roman Catholic "church". Of itself this marks the Roman or Latin Empire, only that it will reappear more formally, but Rome is distinctly marked. Rome is indeed the city of the seven hills. Nor is this all. It was the existing authority in the time of the Prophecy: five of its governing powers had fallen; one was there; there was then one yet to come for a short space, and then the beast arises out of the abyss, which is the last diabolical state of the Roman Empire, would appear, the Roman Catholic "church," and it would be destroyed. The last however is not a new form; it is one of the seven, though an eighth. The first Napoleon and his brief empire is the seventh (in my opinion), and we have now the full development of the last, spiritual Rome, the papacy, the Roman Catholic "church". The beast, though imperial, has ten horns, ten distinct kingdoms over which the papacy fully reigned. They have their power, and for the same period, with the beast. These 10 Kingdoms give their power to the beast, and make war against Christ, the rejected One on earth; but He shall overcome them. For, despised as He may be, supreme authority is His, and there are others coming with Him, not merely angels but called ones, His saints.

The Beast appears first as the Roman Empire, then transforms into the Roman Catholic "church". The Apostle John describes its emergence in Revelation 13. He saw a beast rising from the sea.

Revelation 13:1
13 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

Note:  Beast here means a form of government, how the antichrist rules, with what authority, and by whose authority, the papacy. The sea is the organized masses of people, including those in the Church.  All people.  In contrast, world in the Greek means an organized group of people.

World.  Kosmos in the Greek.  When speaking of people, world (Kosmos) means an organized grouping of a family, tribe, nation, or those who think a like.

Sea.  Sea is different from Kosmos, world, in that the sea is the unorganized masses, which cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.


Isaiah 57:20 

 20But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth speaks:

Matthew 13:47-48

47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:

48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.


This beast, which means a form of government, how the antichrist rules, with what authority, and by whose authority, the papacy, the "pope" was spoken of by the Apostle John.

Revelation 17:10-14

10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.

11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

Note:  So, the beast, which starts out as form of government ruled by an emperor, as in pagan Rome, to then become a form of government by how the antichrist rules, with what authority, and by whose authority, after the collapse of pagan Rome, and nations once ruled by Kings and Monarchs, have turned into a form of government ruled by men as Democracies in recent times.  Then, back to the single rule of one man, unto a he, the "pope" " . . . even he . . ." Revelation 17:11 above.  Into a government again like the pagan Romans under control of a single man, the papacy, the "pope" here spoken of by the Apostle John.

12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.

13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.

14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

Note:  This Beast is not something new. It is a form of government, and it was just one more in a long line of human empires that extended from even before Egypt and Babylon.

Revelation 13:2
2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

Daniel 7:4-6

4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it.

5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.

6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.

Note:  The beast also had four heads; which signify the four kingdoms into which the Grecian (Greek) Empire was divided after Alexander the Great's death, divided between his four generals, who were Heads or the Governors of Alexander the Great's former Kingdom:  Macedonia under Antipater, or, as others, Cassander; Egypt under Ptolemy; Syria under Seleucus; and Asia under Antigonus, or, as others, Lysimachus.

The resemblance to the leopard, the bear and the lion provides a link to the earlier Empires described in the Prophet Daniel’s vision These Empires arise in different places and times throughout history, but their essence was the same. The devil, satan, the old serpent established each of these human empires to gain control in opposition to God.

The pagan Roman Empire was amazing. It controlled a huge part of the world for the best part of five centuries.  It was extremely fierce.  Liken unto it, the spiritual (also pagan) Roman Catholic "church," is as the pagan Roman Empire before it.  The whole world was astonished and followed the beast (even he, the pope). Men worshiped the dragon, the devil, satan, the old serpent indirectly, because satan had given authority to the beast the government under control of the pope, the Roman Catholic "church," and they also worshiped the beast and asked, "Who is like the beast? Who is like unto the "pope" Who can make war against him?

Revelation 13:4
4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?

Note:  The beast is pagan Rome, then the (pagan) Roman Catholic "church" and the papacy.


Daniel 7:20

20 And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows.

Note:  Stout in the Hebrew, Transliteration: rab, means:  to magnify, to magnify himself above all the others, as the "pope" did to the other Churches claiming Apostolic power or authority over them, to make himself to be considered great.  The "pope" claiming and having greater power by his false claim to his Office over all others in the world.  The "pope" claiming to be equal to God, the very Son of God Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as a co-head, ruling as equal to the power/authority of the Mighty God, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

"After His glorious Ascension into Heaven this Church rested not on Him alone, but on Peter, too, its visible foundation stone. That Christ and His Vicar constitute one only Head is the solemn teaching of Our predecessor of immortal memory Boniface VIII in the Apostolic Letter Unam Sanctam; [61] and his successors have never ceased to repeat the same." http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xii/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xii_enc_29061943_mystici-corporis-christi_en.html

Note:  However, the Apostle Paul in the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, declares there is ONE Head over man, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone:

1 Corinthians 11:3
3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.


Revelation 13:11-18

11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.

Note:  ";and he had two horns . . ." (two crowns, separate realms of rule, -- one religious the other political).  ". . . like a lamb," but " . . . he spake as a dragon."  Spake as a dragon, a snake, a devil, as satan.  Remember, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth told King Herod that the Lord's Kingdom, Jesus the Christ's Kingdom, was not of this world (not of satan's family,) not political.  Politics is about money, who gets what and how much.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth told King Herod that the Lord's Kingdom, Jesus the Christ's Kingdom was not political, else if it was my slaves (servants) would be fighting for their share.  Instead, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth told King Herod that the Lord's Kingdom was spiritual.  John 18:36

12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.

Note:  Mimicking God, as satan does, another beast or the second beast -- the one that comes after the first beast, this second beast (type of government) had all the power of the first beast before him and exercises all that power, causing the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast.  

Daniel 11:38
38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.

Note:  "But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: . . ."  the God of forces, departed saints and their images, whom the Papists, the Roman Catholic "church" make their protectors, defenders, and guardians: the word forces in the Hebrew means or Transliteration: maoz or mauz or maoz or mauzm, signifies towers, stronghold or strong holds, fortresses; and by these titles the martyrs, saints departed, are called by the ancient fathers of the Roman Catholic "church," who first introduced the "worship of them".  In the Temples and Churches, and Chapels, dedicated to Angels and departed Saints; decked and adorn with their images covered in gold, silver, precious stones, and with desirable things, which is notorious; as well as commit the grossest idolatries with this strange "breaden god, the host or wafer" which they hold up in such places, cringe and bow to, and pay all religious worship and adoration to it.  Whom he shall acknowledge, and increase with glory by the false doctrine of transubstantiation; as really God; the wafer being transubstantiated into the very body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as is said; and own it as such, as very God, and heap religious honor and glory upon it, which is due to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone.  He shall cause them to rule over many; that is, the departed Saints; one shall rule over England, and be the patron and defender of it, as Saint George; another over Scotland, as Saint Andrew; another over Ireland, as Saint Patrick; another over France, as Saint Dennis; another over Spain, as Saint James.  He shall divide the land for gain; or "price" the whole Roman jurisdiction, all antichristian states who followed after the Roman "pope", which are divided among those tutelar saints; each of them have their proper country assigned them they are to defend; but this is not done without gain arising to the pope of Rome from those countries, as by firstfruits, annates, Peter's pence, etc . . . .  Peter's pence:  Peter's Pence is payment made voluntarily to the Roman Catholic Church. It began under the Saxons in England and is seen in other countries. Though formally discontinued in England at the time of the Reformation, a post-Reformation payment of uncertain characteristics is seen in some English manors into the 19th century. In 1871, Pope Pius IX formalized the practice of lay members of the church – and "other persons of good will" – providing financial support to the Roman See.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter's_pence


Daniel 11:38  " . . . and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things."

Note:  Either the "worship" of Mary, or the "worship" of the host, the wafer, the bread god, made a god by the words of a muttering priest; either of these are such a god as the Apostles, and Peter particularly, from whom the popes of Rome pretend to derive their succession, never knew, nor once dreamed of, and yet this both are received as a god, bowed unto, and worshipped, and honored as God.  How?  With gold, silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things; with rich and costly ornaments, and in the case of the host wafer, the bread god of theirs, the Roman Catholic "church's" making with which the pyxis or box, in which it is carried in procession, is adorned.

Finally, the first beast deadly wound was healed . . . 

Satan under the form of the pagan Roman Empire, gave his throne and much authority to the Emperors of pagan Rome.  The second beast not only wielded the first's power administratively by holding sway over Kings who bowed before him, i.e.: the pope, who was the active power of evil to lead men to recognize the first best, pagan Rome, and therein the old dragon, satan, who had given the first beast its power. The beast is the original pagan Roman Empire, but largely modified and in a new character, under the "pope" of the Roman Catholic "church".

The Western Roman Empire, that began its terminal collapse in 408, was notionally reborn nearly four centuries later through translatio imperii, (Translatio imperii:  Latin for "transfer of rule", originated in the Middle Ages is a concept for describing history as a linear succession of transfers of an imperium that invests supreme power in a singular ruler, an "emperor".) the transfer of its lands, to Charlemagne.  Henry VI, the Holy Roman Emperor, added the Norman kingdom of Sicily to his domains, and he held the English King Richard the Lionheart captive and aimed to establish a hereditary monarchy, when he died in 1197. Henry VI's son, Frederick II, though already elected King, was still a small child and living in Sicily.  German Princes chose to elect an adult King, which resulted in the dual election of Frederick Barbarossa's youngest son Philip of Swabia and Henry the Lionhearted's son Otto of Brunswick, who competed for the crown. Otto prevailed for a while after Philip was murdered in a private squabble in 1208 until he began to also claim Sicily.

King Richard the Lionhearted's son, Otto In 955, Otto won a decisive victory over the Magyars in the Battle of Lechfeld.[19] In 951, Otto came to the aid of Adelaide,[citation needed] the widowed queen of Italy, defeating her enemies. Otto then married her and took control over Italy.  In 962, Otto was crowned Emperor by the Pope. This date marks the historical beginning of the Holy Roman Empire as a territory. From then on, the affairs of the German Kingdom were intertwined with those of Italy and the Papacy. Otto's coronation as Emperor made the German Kings successors to the Empire of Charlemagne, which through translatio imperii also made them successors to Ancient Rome.

King of the Romans . . .

A prospective Emperor had first to be elected King of the Romans to be called the Holy Roman Emperor, and to rule over the Holy Roman Empire (Latin: Rex romanorum; German: römischer König). German kings had been elected since the 9th century; at that point they were chosen by the leaders of the five most important tribes (the Salian Franks of Lorraine, Ripuarian Franks of Franconia, Saxons, Bavarians and Swabians). In the Holy Roman Empire, the main dukes and bishops of the kingdom elected the King of the Romans. In 1356, Emperor Charles IV issued the Golden Bull, which limited the electors to seven: the Count Palatine of the Rhine, the King of Bohemia, the Duke of Saxony, the Margrave of Brandenburg and the archbishops of Cologne, Mainz, and Trier. During the Thirty Years' War, the Duke of Bavaria was given the right to vote as the eighth elector. A candidate for election would be expected to offer concessions of land or money to the electors in order to secure their vote.

After being elected, the King of the Romans could theoretically claim the title of "Emperor" only after being crowned by the Pope. In many cases, this took several years while the King was held up by other tasks: frequently he first had to resolve conflicts in rebellious northern Italy, or was in quarrel with the Pope himself. Later Emperors dispensed with the papal coronation altogether, being content with the styling Emperor-Elect: the last Emperor to be crowned by the Pope was Charles V in 1530.

The Holy Roman Emperor had to be a man of good character over 18 years. All four of his grandparents were expected to be of noble blood. No law required him to be a Roman Catholic, though Imperial law assumed that he was. He did not need to be a German (neither Alfonso X of Castile nor Richard of Cornwall, who contested for the crown in the 13th century, were themselves German). By the 17th century candidates generally possessed estates within the Empire.

The Imperial Diet (Reichstag, or Reichsversammlung) was the legislative body of the Holy Roman Empire and theoretically was to be superior to the emperor himself. However, this was seldom the case.  It was divided into three classes. The first class, the Council of Electors, consisted of the electors, or the princes who could vote for King of the Romans. The second class, the Council of Princes, consisted of the other princes. The Council of Princes was divided into two "benches," one for secular rulers and one for ecclesiastical ones. Higher-ranking princes had individual votes, while lower-ranking princes were grouped into "colleges" by geography. Each college had one vote.

The third class was the Council of Imperial Cities, which was divided into two colleges: Swabia and the Rhine. The Council of Imperial Cities was not fully happy with the others; it could not vote on several matters such as the admission of new territories. The representation of the Free Cities at the Diet had become common since the late Middle Ages. Nevertheless, their participation was formally acknowledged only as late as in 1648 with the Peace of Westphalia ending the Thirty Years' War.

This then the second beast, the "pope" was the imperial power, a blasphemous power set up by satan, with the place of the old Roman Empire, which represented all four empires, modified in form, but the imperial head restored (political head).

The first beast deadly wound was healed . . .
The political authority of the Roman Catholic "pope" was taken from him (one of his two heads:  one head was political and the other head was religious, but the political head was cut off, having it then taking from him) when Napoleon Bonaparte's General Berthier in 1798 overthrew the political power of the pope.  (Again, this was the deadly wound to the political authority of the pope, as was there a deadly wound to pagan Rome itself.)  However, as pagan Rome raised it's head wounded to death by becoming the Roman Catholic "church," the Roman Catholic "church," too, has one of its heads, its political head restored.  In fact, the Roman Catholic "church," with the Vatican City, and the "Holy See," are very active in politics throughout the world today.

http://www.alemattec.com/The Vatican at the United Nations, A Major Cause for Concern . . . .doc
After having reached its zenith in the middle ages, the papal power went into a long period of gradual decline, and the French Revolution, which began in 1789, abruptly cast off the Catholic yoke and religion in general.

The holy city of Jerusalem is trodden under foot by the Gentiles and then papists -- Roman Catholics.  These Papist or Roman Catholics, though they are Christians in name, in other words call themselves Christians, are Gentiles in worship and practice; worshiping angels, saints, and images, and persecuting the True Worshipers, the Saints of God, the True followers of Christ Jesus. 

So mimicking God, the second beast has the whole world, except the True Worshippers, those Born Again, -- Christians, worshiping the image of the first beast and in so doing worship the devil, satan, the old serpent.  

The beast has names of blasphemy. This beast was and is the open enemy of God and His Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The first beast absorbed the previous empires and represented them. The dragon, satan's direct power in the form of the heathen pagan Roman Empire, gave his throne and power to this new beast, the second beast who was like the others before him, the "pope". The second beast also was not of God.  The earth was at war with God and His Elect.

13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,

14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

Note:  From verse 12, this is the second beast who deceiveth them that dwell on the earth.  However, his speech betrayed him; for the second beast gives forth false doctrines and cruel decrees, which show that he belongs to the dragon, and not to the Lamb. He exercised all the power of the former beast. It pursues the same design, to draw men from worshipping the One triune God, and to subject the souls of men to the will and control of men. The second beast has carried on the first beast's designs, by methods whereby men should be deceived to falsely worship the former beast, in the new shape, or likeness made for it. By lying wonders, pretended miracles.  The second beast will allow none to enjoy natural or civil rights, who will not worship that beast which is the image of the pagan beast, the first beast. It is made a qualification for buying and selling, as well as for places of profit and trust, that they oblige themselves to use all their interest, power, and endeavour, to forward the dominion of the beast, which is meant by receiving his mark. To make an image to the beast, whose deadly wound was healed, would be to give form and power to his false worship, or to require obedience to his false commands. To worship the image of the beast, implies being subject to those things which stamp the character of the image, his picture, and render it the image of the beast. The number of the beast is given, so as to show the infinite wisdom of God, and to exercise the wisdom of men.  " . . . the wound by a sword, and did live."  The "popes" political head was cut off by military might of Napoleon's General Berthier.  However, the Vatican City, and the "holy see, the pope" now has it political authority returned.  The Vatican has their own stamps, their own money, and sends Ambassadors throughout all the world, lead the United Nations, and the United States of America sends our Ambassador to the "holy see".
 
15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

Note:  Its speech betrayed it; for it gives forth those false doctrines and cruel decrees, which show it to belong to the dragon, and not to the Lamb. It exercised all the power of the former beast. It pursues the same design, to draw men from worshipping the true God, and to subject the souls of men to the will and control of men. The second beast has carried on its designs, by methods whereby men should be deceived to worship the former beast, in the new shape, or likeness made for it. By lying wonders, pretended miracles.

16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:

Note:  This second beast uses a cruel exercise of power, usurped over men, and over their goods and actions, in the next verse. As this second beast is to bring on all persons a cruel slavery, that as bondslaves (not servants) that they might serve the beast. Also he is said to exercise control over all their goods and actions, an abuse of indulgences and dispensations (as they term them) among their friends, but against all others, to use most violent prohibitions, and to cause those to curse, even in natural and civil, private and public contracts, in which all good faith ought to have place.

James 5:12
12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.


17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.

Note:  The second beast causes those to receive their consecrated oil, by which in the ordinance (as they call it) of confirmation, they make servants for themselves, the persons and doings of men, signing them in their forehead and hands.  They make the sign left by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to Baptized (meaning to completely submerge in water) all of His in the name: of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost void, Matthew 28:18-20.  Which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has joined to himself as signified by this True Baptism, this second beast challenges with his greasy consecrated oil, which he does not hesitate to prefer over his baptism which is a mere sprinkling of water on the victim, both in authority and value.

18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.

www.alemattec.com/Mystery, Babylon (Babylon=Confusion) . . .V and U are interchangeable Latin letters used along with Roman Nvmerals . . . .doc and www.alemattec.com/_picture_ . . .V and U are interchangeable Latin letters used along with Roman Nvmerals . . . .htm
Note:  The papacy, the Roman Catholic "church had two horns (two crowns, separate realms of rule, -- one religious the other political).

Pagan Rome held sway throughout the world and all men acknowledged its power and authority. No nation dared to make war against it. Rome combined all the ferociousness and vastness of the previous three empires, but the real source of its power was the spiritual force of evil, given it its power by the devil, satan, that old serpent.  The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority.  Revelation 13:2-4

The Roman Empire held power because the devil gave it power to rule.  The Roman Empire persecuted the fledgling Church. In the previous chapter, the Apostle John had described the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman Empire.

Having used the Roman Empire to successfully destroy Jerusalem, satan then tried to use it to destroy the Church.  Satan, by the power of Rome, having been unable to destroy the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, now tried to destroy His people, but God saved His Church.  Revelation 12:13-14  However, the dragon was enraged at the woman (the True Church) and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God's Commandments and hold to the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Revelation 12:17   Revelation 13:5-10 describes this persecution as satan made war with the Saints of God, the True Worshipers.

Rome was a center of idol worship that culminated in the worship of the emperors themselves. www.alemattec.com/Antipas.doc All this religious activity was blasphemous and insulting to their Lord and Savior, their God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, so Christians refused to acknowledge Caesar as Lord or God. They could not give the allegiance that the Roman Empire demanded, so they faced extreme persecution, torture and murder at the hands of the first Beast, pagan Rome, and by the second beast, the papacy, the Roman Catholic "church".  The second beast was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. He was also given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation, over the whole of the world (satan's family).  Revelation 13:7 

Pagan Rome had a number of very cruel Emperors. Under their leadership the early Christians experienced savage persecution. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth through the Apostle John called the Christians to follow their Lord and to persevere.  If any leads a True Worshiper into captivity, into captivity he will go. If anyone kills a True Worshiper with the sword, with the sword he will be killed. This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the True Saints of God.  Revelation 13:10

When the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth died on the Cross at Calvary, the authority of all human governments was defeated and destroyed.  

Colossians 2:15
15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

Note:  People, falsely taught that everyone's sins had been forgiven at the Cross, carried on submitting to the beast of Rome, to obtain the benefits of Empire. Despite the Cross, the Roman Empire managed to grow in power.  Pagan Rome had a fatal wound, but lived on for a long time. However, despite initially defying death, the days of Rome were numbered. During the fourth and fifth centuries it collapsed into moral decay and was invaded by external invaders.  That collapse of Rome did not mean the end of the Beast. It simply continued on in a different form. After describing the pagan Roman Empire, the Apostle John saw a another a beast that operated in a totally different way, but carried on the devil’s work.

Revelation 13:11-14

11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.

12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.

13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,

14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

This beast had “ . . . two horns like a lamb, . . . ”. The two horns signify enormous worldly power, but there is an interesting twist. The Lamb of God is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, but here is a lamb-like animal doing the devil’s work. This second beast will carry on in the role of the Roman Empire, but it will seem to false worshipers to represent the Lord Jesus Christ. The beast with horns like a lamb represents a "Christian type organization" that exercises control over much of the world in a similar way as the pagan Roman Empire. 

When the Rome Empire collapsed, the world broke up into numerous principalities, kingdom and feudal fiefdoms that each did their own thing, under control of the Roman Catholic "church". However, another worldwide organization emerged to challenge the Roman Catholic "church". While under Roman protection, the false Roman Catholic "church" had morphed into a huge and powerful organisation. When the pagan Roman Empire fell, the Roman Catholic "church" quickly stepped into the gap and began using force and coercion to maintain order on earth, thus the second beast took the place of the first beast.

This was a strange role for the the Church, because the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had refused to use force and coercion to establish His Kingdom. For the first few hundred years, the True Worshipers, His people followed His example and Commands, and many paid the price with their lives. However, when persecution ended, by Constatine making an alliance with the second beast, the Roman Catholic "church" became part of the power system, it moved quickly from service and suffering to reliance on power and control.

The spiritual and political authority of the Roman Catholic "pope" was eventually recognized throughout much of the the former pagan Roman Empire, so it is correct to say that his organization “exercised all of the authority of the first beast”. This false "church" of the Roman Catholics became the most powerful and most pervasive organization in the world.

Having the power of the second beast, this false Roman Catholic "church" held enormous powers. The Roman Catholic "pope" appointed and depose Kings and Princes. Life in many parts of the world was shaped by the Roman Catholic "church law and church courts". This evil Roman Catholic "church" could and did set prices and control economic behavior.

This false "church," lead by the second beast, the Roman Catholic "church" replaced the power and freedom of the Holy Spirit, with the structure and control of human organization and bureaucracy. Taking full power culminated in the Inquisition, torturing people to make them accept the false worship of the papacy of the Roman Catholic "church".

The second beast eventually lost its place of authority. The emergence of humanism weakened the influence of this false "church" and the Reformation clipped the wings of the papal system. Yet the beast did not die. The beast just emerge in a new form.

The source of this second beast’s power will be totally different from those that went before. The pagan Roman Empire was a military Empire, sustained by the ruthless force of the Roman legions. Anyone who opposed the Empire would be forced to submit with ruthless violence or die a horrible death. The second beasts new Empire will get its power in a different way. Instead of being conquered completely by force, most of the people of the world will freely surrender to this new Empire, the Roman Catholic "church".  Many will freely submit to this new Empire, because it offers all of the benefits of previous Empires.


1. NAPOLEON'S GOAL WAS FREEING OF ROME. — In 1796 Napoleon Bonaparte, on his way to overthrow the pope, incited his soldiers with one of his fiery speeches to the effect that they still had one offense to avenge. The hour of vengeance had struck. To restore the Capitol, to awaken the people of Rome, blunted from centuries of slavery, were to be the fruits of their victories; they would mark an epoch in history. Hearing of this, Pius VI (1775-1798)—born in 1717 as Giovanni Angelico Braschi, and who died in 1799—attempted to fortify his position and neglected nothing that might prevent the great catastrophe. Meantime he sent an emissary to Napoleon at Milan and proposed an armistice, offering heavy reparations and the surrender of Ancona, Bologna, and Ferrara—the northern portion of the papal territory.[4] 

The French Directory demanded that the Papacy revoke, retract, and disannul all bulls, briefs, rescripts, and decrees affecting ecclesiastical affairs in France issued since the beginning of the Revolution in 1787. This Pius VI refused, declaring he would oppose it with force, and broke off the parley. Napoleon took Imola, the Romagna (a region in the north), the duchy of Urbino, routed the papal army, and made new overtures to the pope.

    2. TOLENTINO FOLLOWED BY KILLING OF DUPHOT. — The Directory wished Napoleon to destroy the Papacy,[5] and directed that no successor to Pius VI be elected to the papal chair. It hoped as a consequence, to deliver Europe from the papal supremacy.[6] But Bonaparte negotiated the Treaty of Tolentino, on February 19, 1797, by which the Pope was to abandon Avignon, Venaissin, Bologna, Ferrara, and Romagna (Peter's patrimony) ROME, in addition to heavy indemnities.[7] The papal treasury was unable to meet the monetary demand, and the populace of Rome was showing increasing hostility to the papal government. The pope could scarcely appear in public without being hissed.[8] Revolution was in the air. Incendiary placards were posted on the one hand, and on the other the French were exposed to increasing insults. A crisis approached.
    Joseph Bonaparte, who later would become King of Naples, King of Spain, was the older brother of French Emperor Napoleone Bonaparte, was sent to Rome as French ambassador, and sought to quiet the situation. But on December 27, 1797, a riot threatened, and the papal government ordered the mutineers to disperse. Duppa records that some in the mob, "proceeded to make public harangues, and pretended to shew clearly,by several texts of scripture, that the time was at hand to overthrow the existing government."[9] The papal troops advanced, and the revolutionists sought refuge at the French embassy. The pontifical soldiers followed and opened fire. Then the French general Duphot sought to quiet the melee, but was shot, and dispatched with papal bayonets.[10] 

    3. BERTHIER'S TROOPS ENTER ROME BY INVITATION. — The killing of General Duphot brought on the crisis. The French ambassador left Rome in indignation. Reparations were refused, and the Directory, on January 1, 1798, ordered General Berthier,[11] then in Milan, to march upon Rome and conquer it, and to establish a Roman republic.[12]
    General Berthier advanced, but stopped outside of Rome, awaiting an invitation to enter. Patriots invited him to do so. Thus the French troops entered Rome on February 10, 1798. Berthier immediately pledged by proclamation that the Catholic "cult" should remain untouched.[13]
    4. PROCESSIONAL LAUNCHED TO STAY EVIL DAY. — As a last resort the Roman Catholic church had had recourse to a vast religious processional through the streets of Rome, with venerated relics, in the hope of staving off the evil day. An elaborate proclamation was issued January 15, 1798, in the form of a printed poster[14] signed by the papal secretary. The three special relics paraded were a portrait of the Saviour supposed to have been painted by supernatural agency, a miraculous picture of the Virgin Mary and the child, and the supposed chains by which St. Peter was fettered.[15] These were then placed on exhibition on the high altar of St. Peter's, and visited by the people of Rome and the surrounding country. Prayer, fasting, and penitence were urged, and liberal indulgences promised. But the French Army came on.[16] Priests went throughout the city preaching the end of the world and, as customary, calling on miracles to sustain their prophecies. They little dreamed that they were so near the close of their power. 

    5. ROMAN REPUBLIC IS RE-ESTABLISHED. — Berthier called upon the commander of St. Angelo to open the fort. He asked two days for decision, but Berthier gave only four hours. So the fort was evacuated, three thousand French troops taking possession, and taking over the city, with certain cardinals, princes, and prelates as hostages to ensure quiet. From that moment onward Pius VI confined himself to the Vatican. Heavy reparations were exacted for the assassination of General Duphot. Then a petition, drawn up and signed by the French partisans in Rome, demanding a change of government and regime of liberty, was followed by an imposing public demonstration. The Tree of Liberty was planted on the capitol hill,[17] and the new government was established on Pluviose 27 (February 15), when the sovereignty of the people was proclaimed and the re-establishment of the Roman Republic was effected.[18]

  6. PAPAL ARMS AND INSIGNIA REMOVED. — General Berthier came to the capitol escorted by a military band, received the acclaim of the great concourse, and gave formal recognition to the Roman Republic and its provisional government.[19] He then ordered the papal arms and insignia everywhere removed. Thus the change was effected without bloodshed. Later when the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda was suppressed, their College at Rome was closed and the building used as a warehouse for confiscated property, and their printing presses and type were sent to France.[20] Vatican Palace was stripped of its valuables, and the sacerdotal vestments of the pontifical chapels were burned for the gold and silver of the embroidery.[21]

   7. PIUS VI DETHRONED ON ANNIVERSARY IN SISTINE CHAPEL. — Meantime, on this very same day — February 15 — on the anniversary of his elevation to the pontificate, Pius VI repaired to the Sistine Chapel, and was receiving the felicitations of the Sacred College of cardinals, when, in the midst of the ceremony, shouts penetrated the conclave, intermingled with the strokes of axes on the doors. Soon General Haller, a Swiss Calvinist, with a band of his soldiers, broke into the chapel, and declared that the pope's reign was at an end.[22] His Swiss guards were dismissed, and republican soldiers substituted. Ferrara, Bologna, and Romagna region in the north and (Peter's patrimony -- Rome, his seat of authority) were taken over, and the cardinals were stripped of authority and possessions. Eight were arrested and sent to the Civita Castellana.[23] The glory, honor, and power of the Pope had vanished. Soldiers were quartered in the papal palace. Such was the stroke of the sword at Rome. It was the end of an epoch in papal history long before predicted in the prophecies of Holy Writ.

An American pope? Dolan has very long odds
http://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/faith-and-values/0944e32b-23af-57a6-af3e-038e2a807e9d.html
One question that hasn’t come up for six centuries is how much influence a retired pope has on the man who succeeds him. Benedict and Dolan clearly have an affinity for one another.
In a statement Monday, Dolan said those who have met Benedict, heard him speak or read his words have “found themselves moved and changed.”
“For the first time, an American will get taken seriously as a possibility,” said John Allen of the National Catholic Reporter.
While the likelihood of a Dolan papacy is regarded as remote by most observers, he has attracted attention — and public praise from Benedict himself — for his high-profile tenure in New York.
Dolan, who turned 63 last week, told the “Today” show Monday that he felt a “particular bond” with Benedict, who appointed him New York’s archbishop, and elevated Dolan to cardinal one year ago next Monday.
At the time, Dolan gave a speech to cardinals in Rome on the “New Evangelization,” offering them a strategy to combat what he called a “towering challenge” to the church: secularization.
“Dolan took the place by storm when he went over to become a cardinal last year,” Allen said.
Benedict called the speech “enthusiastic, joyful and profound.”
Psalm 89:7
7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.

Daniel 7:27
27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.

1 Corinthians 14:33
33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.


Colossians 1:11-18

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.


Revelation 14:12
12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.


Jude 1:24-25

24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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