The mythological legend of the Phoenix begins in ancient Egypt, and was later developed further by the Phoenicians, Indians, and the Greeks. The Phoenix is a "sacred firebird, sunbird," with beautiful feathers of gold and red or purple and blue.  A Phoenix reportedly lived for some 500 to 1,000 years after which he then builds himself a nest of myrrh twigs. The nest of myrrh and the Phoenix begin to burn fiercely together until they both are reduced to ashes.

Note:  Myrrh is a resinous sap that releases heavy, bitter-smelling smoke when ignited. Myrrh was used by the ancient Egyptians to embalm the dead and was also burned as a religious sacrifice. Historically, myrrh has often been worth more than its weight in gold. 

After being burned to ashes, the Phoenix then comes back to life, having a "new birth".  The Phoenix comes back to life as a Phoenix egg, or just appears as a young bird, as either legend was acceptable.  The renewing the life cycle of the Phoenix bird made the Phoenix "immortal and invincible".  The Phoenix also has the ability to regenerate, i.e.:  to completely heal itself when wounded. In the Egyptian Book of the Dead, the Phoenix is more of a stork-like bird called the “benu”.  In other Egyptian writings, the Phoenix is associated with the City of Heliopolis, "the City of the sun," and the Egyptian sun-god Ra. 


The Phoenicians called themselves “Sons of the Phoenix”.  The Lebanese are the descendants of the Phoenicians. The Phoenix has now become the symbol of Lebanon, and well as the symbol for the City of Beirut.  The City of Beirut has been destroyed, and then completely rebuilt, seven times. The Greek author Flavius Philostratus considered the Phoenix to be an symbol of the sun represented by light, i.e.:  coming from sunlight.  Philostratus viewed the Phoenix as a bird in size and appearance similar to an eagle.  Philostratus' beliefs are believed to have been inspired by Guruda, the bird of the Indian "god Vishna".


The Phoenix now appears in popular culture on a regular basis in the names of religious references, cities, businesses, books and movies. The Phoenix has become a symbol recognized around the world as an emblem of fire, divinity and immortality, rebirth, reincarnation.


The Phoenix was adopted by the early Roman Catholic "church" as "a symbol" of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, specifically as a "symbol" relating to the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection.

Note:  "A symbol," is a likeness of something.  A Symbol  is:  An action, object, event, etc., that expresses or represents a particular idea, quality or being.  A symbol is something that stands for, or suggests, something else by reason of a direct relationship, association, convention, or even an accidental resemblance.  Especially, a symbol is used as a visible sign of something invisible.  
Examples:  The lion is a symbol of courage.  The traditional physician's symbol of a staff entwined with a snake.
A symbol represents an act, sound, or object having cultural significance that has the capacity to excite or objectify (Objectify:  To treat someone, here the invisible God, Jehovah as an object rather than as a person, or in this case God.) a response.  Using a symbol to treat as an object by making a "likeness, i.e.:  a symbol" as God.



Exodus 20:1-6
1 And God spake all these words, saying,
2 I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
Note:  Make no symbol, no idol, no icon, make no likeness of anything that represents God.
Note:  As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth IS God, the very Son of God, this Commandment also applies directly to Christ Jesus as well as Jehovah God.

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;
6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.



The Roman Catholic "church" claims the inclusion of the Phoenix bird based on the Old Testament translations of the word “chol”.  The symbol of the Phoenix bird was further expanded to include the concept of new birth, i.e.:  having life after death.  
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The false, evil, Baal worship of the Roman Catholic "church," and the early Roman Catholic "churches" catacombs, filled with their early "Christians," in name only, who denied the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by their symbols, and worshiped Baal.




THE ROMAN CURIA 
In exercising supreme, full, and immediate power in the universal Church, the Roman pontiff makes use of the departments of the Roman Curia which, therefore, perform their duties in his name and with his authority for the good of the churches and in the service of the sacred pastors.

CHRISTUS DOMINUS, 9

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/index.htm

Note:  So, the "pope" the papacy of the Roman Catholic "church," their "pontiff" rules over, is the Master, and their lord, the head, who exercises authority over them ("Upon them" meaning:  Self, as alone, by oneself he lords it over them, exercises authority over them, is the head over them, to the exclusion of others.)  Again, he alone is the head over all the others in the mother "church".  The "pope" is their Lord, master, head, and he exercises authority over and upon them, over all others WHICH IS CONTRARY, AGAINST, ANTI- to the Command of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, www.alemattec.com/Man of Sin revealed . . . Vicar of Christ, Vicar of the Son of God, Vicarious Christi, antiChrist, 'pope' of Rome, the Papacy . . . .doc, which was what even some of the Apostles where trying to do before the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Commands that they do it not, i.e.:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Commanded, "But so shall it not be among you: . . .".  Why?  Why not be it among them?  Why couldn't one of the Apostles be:  their lord, their master, their ruler, one who exercised authority over the others or upon the others?  As they were all Brethren, and as such equals.

Mark 10:42-45
42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 
43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:
Note:  Minister in the Greek means:  One who executes the commands of another, especially who executes the commands of a Master, but could be a a lower ranking military members such as a sergeant, and/or an attendant.
44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.
Note:  Chiefest in the Greek means:  One who is of first rank or position:  preeminent (Preeminent:  More or most important, better than others, having paramount rank, dignity, or importance, supreme (Supreme:  Ultimate, final, highest in rank or authority, highest in degree or quality: greatest or highest possible.  The head over, the lord, chiefest, the first and foremost, premier, principal, dominate, reigning, utmost, one who is sovereign).
Hmmmm . . . Could a mere man be Chiefest? No, but the Son of Man, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, God, the very Son of God not only could, was, and is the Lord, the Chiefest, the Master, the Head, the Preeminent, the Supreme, the Foremost, Reigning, the Utmost, Sovereign over every man!
45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

Note:  To give His life a ransom for many, not all.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth gave his life for His Own, His sheep, the True Worshipers, those Called of God, the Elect of God, those Born Again, www.alemattec.com/Calling and Choosing is of the Elect alone.doc.

Let's see the same conversation as recorded by Dr. Luke:


Luke 22:24-27
24 And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest.

Note:  " . . . which of them should be accounted the greatest."  Greatest in the Greek means:  One to be esteemed highly for their importance, predicated of rank, as belonging to a person who is eminent for ability, virtue, authority, power, as those who exercise authority over others as leaders, rulers, those higher, or are more exalted.

There was strife among them, because they wanted to be recognized above their fellows, above all the other Apostles, as did the Scribes and the Pharisees, who loved the uppermost rooms at feasts, reserved for the most important, highly exalted "master," and the main or chief seats in the synagogues, and to here the exalted greetings in the market places, having men call them, Rabbi, Rabbi.  Here, the Apostles were falling into the same mode as the Scribes and the Pharisees, who like the Gentiles, the non-believers, lord it, i.e.:  rule over others in this way.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth tells them, "But ye SHALL NOT BE SO: . . ."  Why:  As exercising lordship over one another was Covetness -- which is idolatry.  As idolatry, the worship of idols, is not ONLY worship of images, Coveting, too, wanting to rule over others spiritually is ALSO idolatry.  Why? 

Make no likeness, God Commands, NOT ONLY physical likenesses, but claiming to be equal to God as one who is “like God, or making oneself, one who is mere human as God,” or doing anything spiritually that denies God, or putting oneself in the place of God is spiritual likeness, which is covetousness, which is also idolatry, Colossians 3:5-17.
www.alemattec.com/Idolatry . . . Sermon for 07 AUG 07 . . ..doc

Why is coveting, covetousness idolatry?  Look at the note for the next set of verses below for the answer . . . ***

25 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors.
26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.
Note " . . . let him be as the younger; .  . ."  Younger in the Greek means:  Literally, one who is new "new on the scene," as being recently revealed or "one who was not revealed before," including one who is recently discovered.
The One who was new on the scene, recently revealed, was not revealed before, recently discovered was He, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth!

27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.
Note:  I'm " . . . he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth."  I AM the One, the younger shown directly above, that takes no state upon me, but sits in the midst of you, on a level with the lowest of you, as One Who should be One who sitteth at meat, but leave that position to serve all of you. 
Matthew 23:5-8
5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, 
6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,
7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.

Note:  Rabbi in the Greek means:  Master, lord, head, my great one, i.e.:  one who is greater than others, very honorable sir, great teacher . . .
8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.

Note:  ***  Coveting is idolatry, as it breaks the First and Greatest Commandment, Exodus 20:3-6, as desiring to be the Lord, the Head, the Master over others spiritually, IS ONLY the Son of God's position.  Therefore, desiring to lord it over, rule over, being the Head, the Master in the spiritual realm, as one who speaks for God, is treason against God by replacing the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth with a mere man, which is idolatry.  By false worship, one who be word, action, or deed is taking the place of God, making themselves a spiritual "likeness" of God, as only a mere man, which is idolatry.  This spiritual idolatry, being the lord, the ruler over, the Master, the Great Teacher, places oneself over others spiritually, which is the Office of the Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone.  Holding oneself as lord, ruler, Master, Great Teacher and having people, at least mentally bow down, if not physically so, as they do for the "popes" is a great blasphemy as well as covetousness which is spiritual idolatry.  Why not be the lord, the master, the head?  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ALONE IS the Head, the Lord, the Master over EVERY man, therefore man is NOT to be the master, the head, the lord over man, over others, as that would be taking the place of God, the very Son of God, part of the Triune Godhead, the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son – the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and God the Holy Ghost.  Therefore, the Apostle Paul taught by Command what headship is, and who is the head of whom.
1 Corinthians 11:3
3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

Note:  They were those who Coveted . . .  Having overwhelmingly pride, yea, self-love was their darling, the reigning sin of the Scribes and the Pharisees.  The sin of pride that most easily beset them, Hebrews 12:1.  This pride, self-love, loving oneself, this self-love describes someone preoccupied with their own selfish desires (self-interests above all things, intent on one's own interests, to the point of even denying the God that made them, ) was which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth takes all occasions to speak against them.  These evil men of satan, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth rebukes, telling them that they do the will of their "father," satan, "profess" that they know God, but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.  These evil satanic men, which drug the Old Testament into the New Testament by a "priesthood made by men".  The men of satan, these of the devil which crept into the Church unawares, and they were before of old "ordained to this condemnation," as ungodly men, turning the Grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ!, Titus 1:16; Jude 1:4.  The Old Testament Priesthood of the Jews, destroyed by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as He declared it was condemned of God, Cursed of God, . . . woe to you, www.alemattec.com/The 'Charm Offensive' by the Vatican and its so called 'pope' . . .  the whole world follows . . .doc!

Woe to them the Scribes -- the Doctors of the Law -- Lawyers who decided the Doctrine that others including the Pharisees would teach, and woe to you unto the Pharisees the "teachers of the Law," and woe unto the Sadducees, (Sadducees did not believe in resurrection (Joke:  The Sadducees were "Sad u see" for they did not believe in resurrection of the dead.  They simply believe, like many today, that when one dies he/she simply go out of existence.  This world, the physical world why they are alive is as good as it gets.)  Matthew 22:23-24) whom the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth condemned, for they did not know God's Word, the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible of the Old Testament, Matthew 22:29.  The Scribes, Pharisees claimed to live by and follow God's Law right down to the last cumin seed, Matthew 23:23 as they too erred, omitting the weightier matters of the Law:  Judgment, Mercy, and faith!.  These satanic men of old, of the Old Testament, came in as spies, false Brethren into the New Testament and took over the Christian Churches, making up a man-made "priesthood" which is not of God, which became the Roman Catholic "church," to whom the day of the Lord is darkness, and not light, Amos 5:18.

The Lord Jesus Christ and His Apostles taught that men indeed should give respect to him that Preaches, who teaches the Word of God, for it is commendable to do so.  HOWEVER, for him that Preaches or teaches, as the Roman Catholic "priesthood," and today most of what used to be called Protestantism, who by using "titles," such as Reverend, www.alemattec.com/Reverend, fear Him . . . .doc, demand that people show them respect, fear them, and honor them above all others in the "church" that they lead, indeed they do demand it -- even by the titles they use, are puffed up with it pride, and do lust after it, Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21; Romans 7:7; 2 Peter 2:3, and this is sinful.  All sin is against God alone, Psalm 51:3-4. 
2 Peter 2:3
3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

How much is all this should be condemned in what is called "Christianity" today!  The consistent Disciple, i.e.:  Learner, of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel, the True Worshiper, one Called of God, one Born Again is pained by being put into chief places, by being put on a pedestal for their knowledge, as though they have any part themselves of what God alone gives out by measure, their very faith, Romans 12:3, that they have to do their work given by God, their effectual work, 1 Corinthians 9:16, of their effectual Calling 1 Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 1:6; Galatians 2:8; Ephesians 3:7; Ephesians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Philemon 1:6; James 5:16.
Note:  The work that a True Worshiper of God, through his Lord and Savior -- the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is Called to do is an "effectual work":

Effectual in the Greek means:  Working, action, productive work, activity, energy --  Properly, "God's power in action by His Holy Spirit," spoken of always of God's energy.  Thus, the Born Again Believer is energized by the Holy Spirit of God to do the work he was Called by God to do, fulfilling God's Will, God's Plan.  Divine energy typically refers to God's energy by the Holy Spirit which transitions the Born Again Believer from point to point in God plan for their life, and causing them to accomplish God's Will, according to God's Divine plan.

Looking today around on the visible "church," the man of God would think this was the "spirit required," i.e.:  to covet, to desire the praise of others, being boastful, having self-love, vainly puffed up, by their fleshly minds, 1 Corinthians 4:6; 1 Corinthians 4:18-19; 1 Corinthians 5:2; 1 Corinthians 13:1-8; Colossians 2:18-22, full of pride.  It is plain that a great measure of this antichristian spirit prevails in what is called "Christianity" today.

Note:  Puffed up in the Greek means:  I inflate, puff up; pass: I am puffed up, arrogant, proud. "Air-bellows" – Properly, inflate by blowing; (figuratively) swelled up, like an egotistical person spewing out arrogant thoughts, opinions being ("puffed-up") by their own imaginations, their own thoughts.  In the primary sense of blowing; to inflate, i.e. (figuratively) make proud (haughty -- One who desires to be high or exalted above other, to rise up in importance before others, 2 Samuel 22:28; Psalm 131:1; Proverbs 16:18; Proverbs 18:12; Proverbs 21:24; Isaiah 3:16-26; Isaiah 10:33; Isaiah 24:4; Ezekiel 16:50; Zephaniah 3:11) -- puffed up.


 
The catacombs and the Mother of God. In the Roman catacombs the most ancient image is preserved of Our Lady who is depicted in a painting in the cemetery of Priscilla on the Via Salaria. The fresco, which can be dated back to the first half of the third century, depicts the Virgin with the Child on her knees in front of a prophet (perhaps Balaam or Isaiah) who is pointing to a star to refer to the messianic prediction. In the catacombs other episodes with Our Lady are also represented such as the Adoration of the Magi and scenes from the Christmas crib, but it is thought that prior to the Council of Ephesus, all these representations had a Christological and not a Mariological significance.
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia//pontifical_commissions/archeo/inglese/documents/rc_com_archeo_doc_20011010_cataccrist_en.html#Madre


Note:  " . . . prior to the Council of Ephesus, all these representations had a Christological and not a Mariological significance."

So in 200 A.D., "The fresco, which can be dated back to the first half of the third century, . . ."  You see " . . . the Virgin with the Child on her knees in front of a prophet (perhaps Balaam . . .)"  " . . . had a Christological and not a Mariological significance." 



Christological:  The branch of theology dealing with the nature, person, and deeds of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 


So that it was NOT significant that Mary was before the prophet “perhaps Balaam, i.e.:  Baal".  The significance was that it was Christ Jesus, His nature, His person as the Son of God (as thus far there were “no deeds” while being yet only a babe) was before the "prophet” which "just perhaps" was Balaam, i.e.:  Baal".

https://www.alemattec.com/Olympics%20--%20Roman%20Catholic%2C%20Masonic%2C%20of%20satan%2C%20Tammuz%20worship%2C%20Phoenix%2C%20Sun%20bird%2C%20peacock%2C%20Bennu%2C%20Benben%2C%20ben-ben%2C%20obelisk%2C%20weben%2C%20Baalbek%2C%20Jesuit%2C%20%20EU%2C%20%20.%20.%20.%20.doc
https://www.alemattec.com/Phoenix-masonic_museum_masonic_actors_and_screen_writers.pdf
-- 
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