Genesis 18:23

23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?
Note:  Abraham drew near, to God in prayer to God.  The expression intimates a Holy concern, as Abraham engaged his heart to approach God.  

Jeremiah 30:21
21 And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them; and I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me: for who is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the Lord.
Note:  We cannot come unto God of ourselves, even in prayer, as God causes us to engage our hearts to approach the Lord God.

Shall Sodom be destroyed, and I not speak one good word for it? Abraham then approaches the Lord God in Holy confidence.  Abraham drew near with an assurance of faith, drew near as a Prince, as Job would:

Job 31:37
37 I would declare unto him the number of my steps; as a prince would I go near unto him.

Note:  To show how confident Job was of his innocence, and how little he feared the strictest and closest examination of his ways and works, knowing that he had lived with all good conscience unto that day.  Job as a Prince would go near unto Him, before the Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Lord God.  Job should consider such a hearer and Judge of his cause to be Righteous, and in reverence, www.alemattec.com/Reverend, fear Him . . . .doc, and respect to Him as such, Job would understand that he could approach this Mighty Judge as a son, as a Prince before Jehovah, as Job would be as one dear unto the Lord God.

Job would make an account of his life, approaching God as a Prince, one without fear, before the Lord.  Job would go up to his Judge, the Lord God, Jehovah, and to the Judgment Seat, before Jehovah, with all the stateliness of a Prince, with an heroic, intrepid, and undaunted spirit, as a "bold prince". 

Job 23:1-6

1 Then Job answered and said,

2 Even to day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my groaning.

3 Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come even to his seat!

4 I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.

5 I would know the words which he would answer me, and understand what he would say unto me.

6 Will he plead against me with his great power? No; but he would put strength in me.

Note:  When we address ourselves to the duty of prayer as a Christian, we ought to remember that we are drawing nigh, near to God, that we may be filled with a Holy Reverence of Him, www.alemattec.com/Reverend, fear Him . . . .doc:

Leviticus 10:3
3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace.


So Abraham drew near to God . . .

Genesis 18:24-26

24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?
Note:  Peradventure in the Hebrew means:  To stand out, or exist.  If there be any in existence.

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?

26 And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.



2 Timothy 2:24-26

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,
Note:  Servant here in the Greek is:  doulos, a male slave.

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;

Note:  "In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; . . ."  Here, the Apostle Paul means those who do not yet see the Truth.  The Truth of God's Holy Word . . .  they who resist it and deny it, or contradict some other tenets and principles of theirs, or the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, which they themselves allowed in their own minds to be "the word of God," which was not the Truth of God, and the rule of faith and practice which was false, but they happily practiced as true, and so are self-convinced that God's Word was NOT Truth, nor His Truth not able to be known, and thus are self-condemned. These are to be instructed, being ignorant, and in a tender and gentle manner, even though they may be very perverse and obstinate.

If God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth.  Repentance here means a repentance of errors in principle, a change of mind upon conviction, and such as issues in a free and ingenuous confession of the Lord Jesus Christ alone and His Gospel, and acknowledgment of the Truth of God before which they opposed.  Such a repentance is the gift of God.  It is He, God alone, that opens the eyes of the understanding, and works conviction in the mind, and leads into all Truth through His Holy Spirit, as it is in His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  In coming to this Truth, this Truth induces men to repent of their errors, confess their mistakes, and own the Truth, even as repentance of evil practices is not owing to the power of men, nor to the bare influence of means, but to the efficacious Grace of God;  Grace being a free grant from Him. Yet, though this is not certain, that God will give repentance to such contradictors and blasphemers of His Christ, His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel, yet as it is His Will, that all His Chosen ones should come to repentance and acknowledge the Truth of His Word in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone as their Lord and Savior, and that some of all sorts should be Saved, and come to the knowledge of the Truth.  Seeing these things have been brought about under and by the ministry of the Word, it is an encouragement to the True Ministers of the Gospel to continue their instructions in the manner here directed.

26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Note:  " . . . if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;"  Peradventure in the Greek means:  Lest at any time, lest, perhaps, whether perhaps, whether at all, lest (at any time, if haply (Haply:  by chance, luck, or accident.), not at all, whether or not.

"And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will."

Recover themselves or "awake," and come to themselves, and appear to be sober, and in their right mind.  The metaphor is taken from drunken men, who are inebriated, and are not in their senses, and being stupified fall asleep.  These are persons intoxicated with errors and heresies and the things of this world, satan's family, who when their minds are enlightened, and they are convinced of their evil tenets, repent of them, come to themselves, and acknowledge the Truth, and so escape out of the snare of the devil, by God's Will.  As carnal lusts and pleasures are the snares and nets, in which satan, who may be compared to a fowler, one who catches birds, so errors and heresies are those with which satan as a fowler ensnares others: "who are taken captive," or "taken alive," by satan at his will.  Such are taken in satan's nets and snares, as creatures who are taken alive, by fowlers, and huntsmen.  These creatures are held fast, and become satan's captives, and his slaves, and do satan's will, being led by him to whatsoever he pleases.  Satan works powerfully in them, and they readily comply with him, and obey his lusts.

"And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will."

Thus, the sense here is, that such persons who are non-Believers, not Saved, are held captive by satan, as long as it is the pleasure of God, and no longer.  That their repentance, recovery, and escape out of satan's snare and captivity, are according to the Will of God alone, and God's Sovereign good pleasure.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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