Psalm 85:4-11

4 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease.

5 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations?

6 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?

7 Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us thy salvation.
Note:  Mercy in Holy Scripture means, change my condition.  Show one who has no favor with God, God's favor.  Change my condition from being a sinner, to one who receives God's favor, his compassion.  Example:  Luke 18:13  

8 I will hear what God the Lord will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.

9 Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

Note:  In the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, both Mercy and Truth are met together.  God's Righteousness, in response to God's Justice, hath brought peace in One, the Lord Jesus Christ, hath kissed each other together in One person, the Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  God's wrath upon sin means death.  God's mercy, to His Chosen, His Called, His Elect is according to His Righteousness (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's Righteousness, not our own) by which He alone (Christ Jesus) brings His peace.


John 14:27
27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.



Note:  In God's Wrath, which is due to the violation of man by his sin against God's Righteousness, God demands Justice which is death to the sinner.  In God's Wrath, God remembers and shows Mercy to His Own, those He will show compassion to, and mercy towards.


Habakkuk 3:1-3

1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth.

2 O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.

3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.




Isaiah 54:7-9

7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee.

8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer.

9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.

Matthew 9:27 
27And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and saying, Thou son of David, have mercy on us.

Matthew 15:22 
22And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.

Matthew 17:15 
15Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water.

Matthew 20:30-31
30And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David.
31And the multitude rebuked them, because they should hold their peace: but they cried the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David.

Mark 10:47-48
47And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.
48And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

Luke 16:24 
24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

Luke 17:13 
13And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

Luke 18:38 
38And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.
39And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

Romans 9:15 
15For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.


Romans 9:18 
18Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.


Philippians 2:27 
27For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.



Genesis 44: 1-34

1 And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man's money in his sack's mouth.

2 And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest, and his corn money. And he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken.

3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses.

4 And when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good?

5 Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in so doing.

6 And he overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words.

7 And they said unto him, Wherefore saith my lord these words? God forbid that thy servants should do according to this thing:

8 Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold?

9 With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we also will be my lord's bondmen.

10 And he said, Now also let it be according unto your words: he with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye shall be blameless.

11 Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man his sack.

12 And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack.

13 Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned to the city.

14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground.

15 And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a man as I can certainly divine?

16 And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, we are my lord's servants, both we, and he also with whom the cup is found.

17 And he said, God forbid that I should do so: but the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up in peace unto your father.

18 Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh.

19 My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, or a brother?

20 And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth him.

21 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him.

22 And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his father, his father would die.

23 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no more.

24 And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant my father, we told him the words of my lord.

25 And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little food.

26 And we said, We cannot go down: if our youngest brother be with us, then will we go down: for we may not see the man's face, except our youngest brother be with us.

27 And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two sons:

28 And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I saw him not since:

29 And if ye take this also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.

30 Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with us; seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life;

31 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave.

32 For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father for ever.

33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his brethren.

34 For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my father.

Note:  Joseph tried them to see how his brethren felt towards Benjamin. Had they envied and hated the other son of Rachel as they had hated him, and if they had the same want of feeling towards their father Jacob as heretofore, they would now have shown it. When the cup was found upon Benjamin, they would have a pretext for leaving him to be a slave. We cannot judge what men are now, by what they have been formerly.  Nor, can we judge what they will do, by what they have done. The steward charged them with being ungrateful, rewarding evil for good, with folly, in taking away the cup of daily use, which would soon be missed, and diligent search had been made for it.  Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, as having a particular fondness for it, and for which he would search thoroughly? Or, maybe it would seem that leaving it carelessly at your table, Joseph would make trial whether you were honest men or not? They throw themselves upon Joseph's mercy, and acknowledge the Righteousness of God, perhaps thinking of the injury they had formerly done to Joseph, for which they thought God was now reckoning with them. Even in afflictions wherein we believe ourselves wronged by men, we must own that God is Righteous, and that our sin has been found out by Him.

Had Joseph been, as Judah supposed him, an utter stranger to the family, he could not but be wrought upon by his powerful reasonings. However, neither Jacob nor Benjamin needed an intercessor with Joseph.  As Joseph loved them. Judah's faithful cleaving to Benjamin, now, in his distress, was recompensed long afterwards by the Tribe of Benjamin keeping with the Tribe of Judah, when the other tribes deserted Judah. The Apostle Paul, when discoursing concerning the One True Mediator between God and man, the man Jesus Christ, observes, that our Lord sprang out of Judah, Hebrews 7:14, and He not only made intercession for the transgressors, but He became a Surety for them, and testifying therein tender concern, both for His Father and for His Brethren. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the great antitype of which Joseph was, humbles and proves His people, even after they have had some tastes of His loving-kindness. Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ brings their sins to their remembrance, that they may exercise and show repentance, and feel how much they owe to His loving Mercy.



Exodus 33:5-23

5 For the Lord had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee.

6 And the children of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments by the mount Horeb.

7 And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar off from the camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it came to pass, that every one which sought the Lord went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, which was without the camp.

Note:  Every one which sought the Lord went to the Tabernacle of the Congregation, outside (without the camp).


Hebrews 13:10-15

10 We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.

11 For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.

12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.

13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.

Note:  Leviticus 4:1-12 but the bullock and goat, on the Day of Atonement, Leviticus 16:11-14, which were typical of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in the bringing of their blood into the most Holy place, by the High Priest, for sin, and in the burning of them, without the camp. These beasts were slain, their blood was shed, and was brought into the most Holy place, by the High Priest, and was sprinkled on the Mercy Seat, and the horns of the Altar of Incense.  By so doing, it was to signify an Atonement made for the High Priest, his house (including all the Priests which were part of his Tribe), and all Israel, which was a type of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the shedding of His blood for His people.  The High Priest making an Atonement for sin, for his own, and for the sins of his family, and of all Israel . . .

Which are burnt without the camp, Leviticus 16:27 even their skins, flesh, and dung; and the men that burnt them were unclean, though, upon being washed, were received by God, which was typical of the dolorous (dolorous:   marked by, or expressing extreme misery or grief) sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth without Jerusalem, outside the City walls of Jerusalem, outside the gates, and points out the extent of the Lord Jesus Christ's sufferings, reaching to all parts of His body, and even to His very soul.  Furthermore, it expresses not only the pains, but the shame and reproach the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth endured, signified by the burning of the dung, and hints at the pardon of the wicked Jews who did this for evil, but repented at Pentecost, who were guilty for the Lord Jesus Christ's sufferings, which was forgiven unto them upon their repentance.

Wherefore the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth might sanctify the people with His Own blood.  By "the people" are meant the people who are the objects of God's Divine love and favor, a Chosen and Covenant people, a distinct and peculiar people, the Lord Jesus Christ's Own special people, by the gift of His Father to Christ Jesus.  The sanctification of His people does not design the internal sanctification of them, though this is from the Lord Jesus Christ, and due to the consequence of His shed blood.  Nor does it so much regard the cleansing of the filth of sin, though the Lord Jesus Christ's blood sanctifies this too, in this sense.  Rather the expiation (expiation:  the act of making atonement, full atonement) of the guilt of sin, which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth fully took away, complete pardon being procured, and a perfect Righteousness brought in by Him:  All of this by "His Own blood".  The Priests sanctified, to the purifying of the flesh, with the blood of bulls and goats only.  However, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth with His Own blood, being in union with His Divine person, as the Son of God, with God the Father, Christ Jesus’ blood had a virtue in it, to sanctify and cleanse from all sin, and to make full expiation of and for sin.  In shedding of His Righteous blood which, and sanctifying with it, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has shown great love to His people, that He might do this agreeably to the types of Him on the Day of Atonement.  Christ Jesus therefore suffered without the gate . . . that is, outside the city walls of Jerusalem, which is called without the camp, outside the place of encampment, again, outside the city walls of Jerusalem, where Golgotha, Calvery was nigh (nigh:  near) to the city, (not in the City of Jerusalem,) but outside the walls, outside the camp, outside the gate . . . :


John 19:20

17 And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:

18 Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst.

19 And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was Jesus Of Nazareth The King Of The Jews.

20 This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.


continue:  Hebrews 13:14-15

14 For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.

15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.


returning to Exodus 33:8-11

8 And it came to pass, when Moses went out unto the tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every man at his tent door, and looked after Moses, until he was gone into the tabernacle.

9 And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses.

Note:  ". . . the cloudy pillar descended . . ." 
*** See, God moves in the clouds on Page #29 . . .

Interesting, in that the cloud came down before the people, descended . . .  Descended in the Hebrew here means:  To go down, descend, decline, march down, sink down, bowed.  The word bowed in the Hebrew means:  To bend down, that is part of the cloud remained in the Heavens, and the other part descended, as in a column, bowed like a bow (Like a bow from a bow and arrow, which was stood up, but bent down like a column to the earth).  (As the word pillar in the Hebrew here means:  The cloud appeared as a column, which stood upright, but descended bent down, as a column and bowed or bent into a curve).  Why would this be important? 

Genesis 9:16
16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.

Note:  Bow in the Hebrew means:  To bend into a curve -- here a rainbow . . .  


10 And all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at the tabernacle door: and all the people rose up and worshipped, every man in his tent door.

11 And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle.

Note:  This is a meeting between God and man, between two men.  One God, the other Moses, a mere man.  This is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who stood at the Tabernacle door.  All the people see God, standing at the door of the Tabernacle which Moses had pitched, but they see His Glory covered in a cloud.  Now the people saw but "the cloudy piller" standing at the tabernacle door, but Moses saw God Himself in human form, as a man.  Not as an Angel, but God Himself in Person, in Human form.  The physical representation of God appeared here to Moses.  God is a Spirit.  Not by a dream or vision, but in real visible appearance.  Not in dark speeches, but clearly in plain words, easy to be understood Who spoke to Moses as a man.  Not by a voice from Heaven at a distance, but mouth to mouth to Moses, face-to-face, being very near, as when on the Mount, and now at the very door of the Tabernacle.  Here God, the very Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth speaks as a man speaketh unto His friend:  freely, familiarly, plainly, cordially, openly, without any reserve or show of the full force of His Authority, or causing Moses great dread or fear.  God also had spoken to the people directly, as it were face to face, as all the people saw the thunderings, the lightnings, and heard the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain itself smoking before them, as God spoke to them out of the fire, and in such a terrible manner, which they simply could not bear:



Exodus 20:18-19

18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.

19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.


Deuteronomy 5:1-6

1 And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them.

2 The Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.

3 The Lord made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day.

4 The Lord talked with you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire,

5 (I stood between the Lord and you at that time, to shew you the word of the Lord: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;) saying,

6 I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.


Note:  Now, the cloud appeared to the people, but to Moses it appeared as God in Human form, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  No different than when God's form in the cloud divided the Egyptians (as it was a cloud and darkness to them,) but was light to the Hebrews, the Jews.



Exodus 14:13-20

13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.

14 The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.

15 And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:

16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.

17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.

18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.

19 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them:


Note:  the Angel of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth . . .

Galatians 4:14 
14And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.



20 And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the night.

 


Exodus 33 All the people stood and worshiped, every man at his tent door. Jehovah God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth then speaks unto Moses face to face, as a man speaks unto his friend. We shall see that it is to these communications that God alludes when He speaks of the glory of Moses before Him:  

Numbers 12:8
8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?

Exodus 33 Moses, as Mediator between God and man, in the way of testimony, goes into the camp.  However, Joshua, representative of (the Lord Jesus Christ in Spirit), does not depart out of the Tabernacle.

Note:  Moses now recognizes what God had told him, that Moses has to bring up the people, as Moses is there as the Mediator on whom everything now depends. However, Moses dares not entertain the thought of going up alone, of going up without knowing who would be with him. God has fully acknowledged Moses in showing Moses this Grace before all the people.  Moses asks, since he has found Grace in God's sight (for so God had told him), that Moses now desires to know "His Way," the way of God.  (John 14:6) not only to have a way for Moses to lead the people to Canaan, but "Thy Way," thus Moses desired to know God intimately, and in His path and conduct, Moses will find Grace in God's sight. God replies that His presence shall go before them, and He will give rest to Moses.  The two things Moses perfectly needed when crossing through this wilderness. Moses then brings in the people, and says, "Carry us not up hence," and that "we have found Grace, I and thy people." This also is granted by Jehovah God.  Now Moses desires to see the full Glory of Jehovah, God's face in the midst of the Shekhinah Glory of God.   That face, the fullness of the Godhead's presence which is to go and lead Moses and the people, God cannot shew unto Moses.  Man could not see the Shekhinah Glory of God, as it is pure Light and would consume a man.  God, to show Moses some of His Glory, hides Moses in the cleft of the Rock, while God passes by, and Moses shall see His back parts, "the afterglow" of God's Shekhinah Glory. 

The Shekhinah Glory, is called "The Glory of the Lord".  Exodus 14:20; Exodus 40:34-38; Leviticus 9:23; Leviticus 9:24; Numbers 14:10; Numbers 16:19; Numbers 16:42, and when the Glory of the Lord, the Shekhinah Glory of God appears, God hides Himself in a cloud as not to consume the people before Him.

At the consecration of the Temple by King Solomon, the Glory of the Lord, the Shekhinah Glory of God, had the whole Temple filled with God's Glory, so that the Priests could not stand to Minister:   1 Kings 8:10-13; 2 Chronicles 5:13; 2 Chronicles 5:14; 2 Chronicles 7:1-3


The same Glory of God, the very son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth that the Prophet Isaiah saw:

Isaiah 6:1-4

1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

  


returning to Exodus 33:12-23

12 And Moses said unto the Lord, See, thou sayest unto me, Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in my sight.

13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people.

14 And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 

Note:  I will give thee rest . . . , Matthew 11:27-29.

15 And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.

16 For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth.

17 And the Lord said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name.

18 And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.

19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.

20 And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live.

21 And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock:
Note:  A rock, a spiritual rock, that God's people drink from . . .  the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, .

22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by:

Note:  The rock in Horeb signified the coming Christ Jesus, the Rock.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Rock of refuge, Salvation, strength, and of offense.  Happy are they who have a foundation built upon this Rock. The cleft (Cleft:  a space or opening made by or as if by splitting) may be an emblem of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as smitten, crucified, wounded, and slain.

"Rock of Ages" is a popular Christian hymn by Pastor Augustus Montague Toplady written in 1763 and first published in The Gospel Magazine in 1775.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
 Let me hide myself in Thee;
 Let the water and the blood,
 From Thy riven side which flowed,
 Be of sin the double cure,
 Save (or sometimes Cleanse) me from its guilt and power > (Traditionally: Save from wrath and make me pure)

 Not the labor of my hands
 Can fulfill Thy Law's demands;
 Could my zeal no respite know,
 Could my tears forever flow,
 All for sin could not atone;
 Thou must save, and Thou alone.

 Nothing in my hand I bring,
 Simply to Thy Cross I cling;
 Naked, come to Thee for dress;
 Helpless, look to Thee for Grace;
 Foul, I to the fountain fly;
 Wash me, Savior, or I die.

 While I draw this fleeting breath,
 When my eyes shall close in death,
 When I soar to worlds unknown,
 See Thee on Thy Judgement Throne,
 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
 Let me hide myself in Thee.


Isaiah 53:10
10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.



returning to Exodus 33:23
23 And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.




Genesis 32:30
30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. 
Note:  Jacob, Israel, had seen God, God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the physical representation of God the Father, who is a Spirit, and that no man has seen.  Just as Moses had seen God face to face, the very Son of God, who gave Moses the Law, Deuteronomy 5.  Moses wanted to see the fullness of the Godhead, the Triune God, the Trinity altogether, the Shekhinah Glory of God, which no man has seen.  Man could not see this Glory, as it is pure light and would simply consume a man.
God's face in the midst of the Shekhinah Glory of God.   That face, the fullness of the Godhead's presence which is to go and lead Moses and the people, God cannot shew unto Moses.  Man could not see the Shekhinah Glory of God, as it is pure Light and would consume a man.  God, to show Moses some of His Glory, hides Moses in the cleft of the Rock, while God passes by, and Moses shall see His back parts, "the afterglow" of God's Shekhinah Glory. 


The Shekhinah Glory, is called "The Glory of the Lord".

Exodus 14:20; Exodus 40:34-38; Leviticus 9:23; Leviticus 9:24; Numbers 14:10; Numbers 16:19; Numbers 16:42, and when the Glory of the Lord, the Shekhinah Glory of God appears, God hides Himself in a cloud as not to consume the people before Him.

At the consecration of the Temple by King Solomon, the Glory of the Lord, the Shekhinah Glory of God, had the whole Temple filled with God's Glory, so that the Priests could not stand to Minister:   1 Kings 8:10-13; 2 Chronicles 5:13; 2 Chronicles 5:14; 2 Chronicles 7:1-3


The same Glory of God, the very son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth that the Prophet Isaiah saw:


Isaiah 6:1-4

1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.


2 Samuel 22:14 
14The Lord thundered from heaven, and the most High uttered his voice.
Psalm 29:3
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth: the Lord is upon many waters.

Note:  Waters are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
Revelation 17:15
15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.


Job 37:4 
4After it a voice roareth: he thundereth with the voice of his excellency; and he will not stay them when his voice is heard.


Job 37:5 
5God thundereth marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he, which we cannot comprehend.



To God Be the Glory
Hymn with lyrics by Fanny Crosby, and tune by William Howard Doane.

Verse 1
To God be the glory, great things He hath done;
 So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
 Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
 And opened the life gate that all may go in.

Refrain
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory, great things He hath done.

Verse 2
 O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
 To every believer the promise of God;
 The vilest offender who truly believes,
 That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

(Refrain)

Verse 3
 Great things He hath taught us, great things He has done,
 And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
 But purer, and higher, and greater will be
 Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.


Job 40:9 
9Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?


Psalm 18:13 
13The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire.



Psalm 77:18 
18The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook.


Psalm 104:7 
7At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.



Revelation 4:5 
5And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.


Revelation 8:5 
5And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.



Revelation 10:3-4 
3And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.

4And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.


Revelation 11:19 
19And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.


Revelation 14:2 
2And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:


Revelation 16:18 
18And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.


Revelation 19:6 
6And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.



Revelation 18:2 
1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.

Note:  ". . . another Angel . . ." i.e.:  another Messenger of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, having great power; and the earth was lightened with His Glory!

2And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.


Revelation 19:11 
11And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

Psalm 68:33 
33To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, which were of old; lo, he doth send out his voice, and that a mighty voice.

The Clouds of God:



Job 37:21
21And now men see not the bright light which is in the clouds: but the wind passeth, and cleanseth them.

Note:  Wind is representative of the Holy Spirit.


Psalm 68:34
34Ascribe ye strength unto God: his excellency is over Israel, and his strength is in the clouds.


Daniel 7:13
13I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.



Matthew 17:5
5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.


Matthew 24:30
30And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.


Matthew 26:64
64Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.
Mark 9:7
7And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.


Mark 14:61-63

61 But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?

62 And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

63 Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses?



Luke 9:35
35And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.


Acts 1:9
9And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.


1 Thessalonians 4:17
17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Revelation 1:7
7Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
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