On the Vatican's WEB site:  In 1888, by the "pope" LEO XIII.  Given at Rome at St. Peter's, on the birthday of Our Lord Jesus Christ; in the year 1888; the eleventh of Our Pontificate . . .
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/leo_xiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_25121888_exeunte-iam-anno_en.html

2. This general joy was most pleasing and gratifying to Us; but what We valued therein most was the agreement of sentiment and the universal testimony to religion which it displayed. For the unanimous consent of well-wishers expressed this fact clearly, that in all places the minds and hearts of all were devoted to the Vicar of Christ, that men looked with confidence to the Apostolic See, in the midst of its misfortunes, as to an ever-springing and pure fount of salvation; and that in every land where the Catholic religion flourishes the Roman Church, mother and mistress of all Churches, is duly reverenced, as it should be, with one mind and heart.

Source: The Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent, English Translation, by Rev. H. J. Schroeder, O.P., Copyright 1941 by B. Herder Book Co., Copyright 1978 by TAN Books and Publishers, Inc., Library of Congress Catalogue Number: 78-66132, ISBN 0-89555-074-1, pages 18-19:
Furthermore, to check unbridled spirits, it [The Council of Trent] decrees that no one relying on his own judgment shall, in matters of faith and morals pertaining to the edification of Christian doctrine, distorting the Holy Scriptures in accordance with his own conceptions, presume to interpret them contrary to that sense which holy mother Church, to whom it belongs to judge of their true sense and interpretation, has held and holds, or even contrary to the unanimous teaching of the Fathers, even though such interpretations should never at any time be published. Those who act contrary to this shall be made known by the ordinaries and punished in accordance with the penalties prescribed by law.


Extract from Pope Gregory VII's Letter to the Bishop of Metz, 1081 Doeberl, op. cit. iii. 40 sqq. Mirbt, No. 297:
The holy fathers, as well in general councils as in their writings and doings, have called the Holy Roman Church the universal mother, accepting and serving with great veneration this institution founded by the divine will, this pledge of a dispensation to the church, this privilege entrusted in the beginning and confirmed to St. Peter the chief of the apostles.

Source: Documents of the Christian Church, Second Edition, selected and Edited by Henry Bettenson, Copyright by Oxford University Press 1963, ISBN 0-19-501293-3, pages 105-106.

I acknowledge the holy Catholic and apostolic Roman Church as the mother and teacher of all churches; and to the Roman Pontiff, the successor of the blessed Peter, chief of the Apostles and vicar of Jesus Christ, I promise and swear true obedience.

Source: The Profession of Faith of the Council of Trent, from the Bull of Pius IV, "Iniunctum nobis," Nov. 13, 1565, Denzinger, Enchiridion Symbolorum, Thirtieth Edition, translated by Roy J. Deferrari in The Sources of Catholic Dogma, Copyright 1957 by B. Herder Book Co., pg. 303.



Mystery, Babylon the Great . . .

This self-proclaimed "mother" church is also Mystery Babylon, the apostate church of Mysteries and the purveyor of Babylonian doctrinal confusion. Note this quote of John Paul II from the Vatican Information Service press release dated 17 September, 1997:

Thanks to greater attention to the mystery of the Church and Mary's relationship with her, the Virgin has begun to be invoked more frequently as 'Mother of the Church.'


Confusion . . . Babylon the Great Mystery . . . 

Revelation 17:5
5And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

Mystery is also the term used by the Roman Catholic Church to refer to the Mass, specifically the transubstantiation of the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ. It is a key part of Catholic dogma. These are the words of the priest in Latin or English (emphasis is mine):

HIC EST ENIM CALIX SANGUINIS MEI, NOVI ET AETERNI TESTAMENTI:  MYSTERIUM FIDEI, QUI PRO VOBIS ET PRO MULTIS EFFUNDETUR IN REMISSIONEM PECCATORUM.

FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL TESTAMENT, THE MYSTERY OF FAITH, WHICH FOR YOU AND FOR MANY SHALL BE SHED UNTO THE REMISSION OF SINS.

The Roman Catholic is also well familiar with many "mysteries" through the recitation of their “Hail Marys'” and the rosary. There are 15 decades (15 x 10) of prayer (150 recitations) and during each decade of ten recitations, the Roman Catholic is taught to contemplate on one of the "mysteries" of the "church," which are as follows:

The Fifteen Mysteries of the Rosary are divided into three groups: the Joyful, the Sorrowful and the Glorious. 
The 5 Joyful Mysteries
The Mystery of the Annunciation
The Mystery of the Visitation
The Mystery of the Birth of the Lord
The Mystery of the Presentation in the Temple
The Mystery of Finding Jesus in the Temple
The 5 Sorrowful Mysteries
The Mystery of the Agony in the Garden
The Mystery of the Scourging at the Pillar
The Mystery of the Crowning with Thorns
The Mystery of Jesus carrying his cross
The Mystery of the Crucifixion
The 5 Glorious Mysteries
The Mystery of the Resurrection
The Mystery of the Ascension of Our Lord
The Mystery of the Descent of the Holy Spirit
The Mystery of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
The Mystery of the Coronation of the Blessed Virgin as Queen of Heaven


The Persecuting Church ("the woman,") the Roman Catholic "church" is Drunken on Blood . . .

The woman of Revelation 17 is drunk with the blood of Christian martyrs:

Revelation 17:6 
6And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.



A harlot drunken on blood:

From the prayer Anima Christi (Soul of Christ):

Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
 ...


The prayer Anima Christi can be found on scores of Roman Catholic web sites, and actually asks for drunkenness from the blood of the golden cup.  Anima Christi:
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01515a.htm




This is EXACTLY contrary to the teachings in the Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, which calls those Born Again Believers, the Elect of God 15 times to be sober:

Acts 26:25
25But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.

Romans 12:3
3For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

2 Corinthians 5:13
13For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for your cause.

1 Thessalonians 5:6
6Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.

1 Thessalonians 5:8
8But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.

1 Timothy 3:2
2A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;

1 Timothy 3:11
11Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.

Titus 1:8
8But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;

Titus 2:2
2That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.

Titus 2:4
4That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,

Titus 2:6
6Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.

Titus 2:12
12Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

1 Peter 1:13
13Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

1 Peter 4:7
7But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.

1 Peter 5:8
8Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

Note:  Being sober does NOT mean being physically drunk, although it alludes to that.  It means to to be inebriated with the things and ways of the world, satan's family. 


The Roman Catholic "church" during the "Dark Ages" was responsible for the persecution deaths of uncounted thousands of Protestant Christians who dared to read the Holy Bible, translate the Holy Bible, Preach the Truth from the Holy Bible, or who denied the Apostate Roman Catholic "doctrines", such as transubstantiation.

That the Roman Catholic church felt compelled to ask for forgiveness for her persecution sins of the past on March 12th, 2000, only serves to further confirm she is the Apostate persecuting "Mother church" responsible for the blood of the Saints spoken of in Revelation 17!
http://www.christusrex.org/www1/ofm/pope/50/51/51culpa2.html


The Beast That Was, and Is Not, and Yet Is.

Revelation 17:7-8

7And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. 

8The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.




The Angel of the Lord explains to the Apostle John that there are three phases to the beast:  The Beast that Was . . .    Is Not . . .     And Yet Is.


The Beast that was:

Papal sovereignty (reigns uncontrolled) and persecution of the True Church, the Protestant Saints of God, the Elect, Born Again Believers from:   1260 years (538-1798).

The Beast that is not:
Papal sovereignty lost (1798-1929)

And yet is:
Papal sovereignty restored (1929 - ?) until present day.

For 1260 years the papacy ruled over Europe, from 538 to 1798.  During these Dark Ages the "papacy" exercised both political and ecclesiastical power (two Heads:  political and religious), the woman rode the beast, the beast that was . . .
  
The papacy lost its political power February 15th, 1798, with the capture of Pius VI by the armies of Napoleon, and it lost the last of the Papal States, on September 20th, 1870 when Italian troops seized the city of Rome, leaving the Pope a virtual prisoner in the Vatican. The Catholic Church had lost her political power and sovereignty, consequently the beast was not.

General Louis-Alexandre Berthier accompanied Napoleon throughout the brilliant campaign of 1796, and was left in charge of the Army after the Treaty of Campo Formio. General Berthier was in this post in 1798 when he entered Italy, invaded the Vatican, organized the Roman republic, and took pope Pius VI as prisoner back to Valence (France) where, after a torturous journey under Berthier's supervision, the pope died, dealing a major blow to the Vatican's political power. 


The Seven Heads of the Beast . . .

The Beast imagery in Revelation shifts between the generic and the specific. This is important to grasp: sometimes the Beast represents a kingdom, sometimes a particular individual leader of that kingdom.

At some places the one Beast has seven heads, which are seven kings collectively considered. 

Revelation 13:1

1And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

Note:  Here, the Beast is generically portrayed as a kingdom, however, it is often spoken of as a man . . . .



Revelation 13:18
18Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.



Revelation 17:10-11
10And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.
11And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

Note:  In the very same contexts the Beast is spoken of as an individual, as one of the heads, as a particular part of the generic whole. The Apostle John urges his readers to calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man.

The Angel tells the Apostle John “even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, ”  The one that comes after the seven pagan Emperors of Rome, he is the eight, and is of or (like) the seven, as the word Greek word of, means:  out from among, the seven, from the same place – ROME.

Now lets consider this seven-headed Beast. In Revelation 17 a vision of the seven-headed Beast is recorded. Regarding this vision we read in verses 9 and 10:


Revelation 17:9-10

9And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 

10And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.

Note:  The seven mountains represent the famous seven hills of Rome. The seven hills of Rome are mentioned time and again by both ancient pagan and Christian writers.


The Apostle John wrote to be understood:


Revelation 1:3
3Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.

The Apostle John specifically points out here that the wise one will understand:

Revelation 17:9
9And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.


Rome is alluded to in this vision of the seven-headed Beast. The original recipients of the Book of Revelation lived under the rule of Rome, which was universally distinguished by its Seven hills. Furthermore, the recipients, those in the seven historical Churches of Asia Minor, under Roman Imperial Rule, understood clearly the Apostle John’s vision as Rome.

The vision caused the Apostle John to wonder in quiet confusion. The seven heads have a double reference. We learn further that the seven heads are rulers, Political Leaders, Emperors, Kings.  


They are of a political nature:

Revelation 17:10

10And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.

It is surely no accident that Nero was the sixth emperor of Rome. Flavius Josephus, the Jewish contemporary of the Apostle John, and a historian for the Romans, clearly points out that Julius Caesar was the first emperor of Rome and that he was followed in succession by Augustus, Tiberius, Caius, Claudius . . .  and, sixthly, Nero (Antiquities, Books 18 and 19). The matter is confirmed just a little later in the writings of Roman historians: Suetonius, Lives of the Twelve Caesars and Dio Cassius, Roman History 5.

The text of Revelation says that of the seven kings “five have fallen.” These emperors are dead, writes the Apostle John. The verse goes on to say “one is.” That is, the sixth one is then reigning even as the Apostle John wrote. 

The Apostle John continues:

Revelation 17:10
10And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.


“ . . . and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space..” As the Roman Civil Wars broke out in rebellion against Nero, Nero committed suicide on June 8, 68 A.D..  The Apostle John informs us that the seventh king was “not yet come.” That Emperor, or King, was to be Galba, who assumed power upon Nero’s death in June, A.D. 68. Galba, though, was only to continue a “. . . short space.", that is a short period of time. As a matter of historical fact, his reign lasted but six months — until January 15, A.D. 69. The Emperor Galba was one of the quick succession of emperors in the famous era called by historians: “the year of the four emperors.”

The Book of Revelation is introduced by a call for “the mind which has wisdom,” which seems to indicate the difficulty of the interpretation.  It is true that upon seeing the symbolic vision itself, the Apostle John was in fact perplexed and confused: he “wondered with great admiration .”

Revelation 17:6
6And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

Note:  The Greek word for wondered means:  I wonder, marvel, be amazed (marvel), i.e. astonished out of one's senses; awestruck.

However, in response to his confusion, the Angel appears with the express promise that he would show the Apostle John the proper understanding:

Revelation 17:7
7And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.

The inherent difficulty requiring wisdom lay in the fact that the seven heads have a double meaning: geographical and political. The Angel functions here to interpret the Prophetic vision. His presence before the Apostle John was to clear up the Apostle John’s confusion, not to increase it.


Thus, we see that while the Apostle John wrote, the sixth Emperor was ruling from the Seven Hilled City of Rome. This is surely Nero, the sixth emperor of Rome. Galba, the short-lived seventh emperor, was looming in the near future. 

Galba (Latin: Servius Sulpicius Galba Augustus;[1] 24 December 3 BC – 15 January 69), was Roman Emperor for seven months from 68 to 69. Galba was the governor of Hispania Tarraconensis, and made a bid for the throne during the rebellion of Julius Vindex. He was the first emperor of the Year of the Four Emperors.  Galba was a man of great wealth, but was unconnected by birth and only very, very remotely by adoption with any of the first six Caesars.

On 1 January 69, two legions in Germania Superior refused to swear loyalty to Galba. They toppled his statues, demanding that a new emperor be chosen. On the following day, the soldiers of Germania Inferior also rebelled and took the decision of who should be the next emperor into their own hands, proclaiming the governor of the province, Vitellius, as emperor. This outbreak of revolt made Galba aware of his own unpopularity and of the general discontent. In order to check the rising storm, he adopted as his coadjutor and successor L. Calpurnius Piso. The populace regarded the choice of successor as a sign of fear and the Praetorians were indignant, because the usual donative was not forthcoming.


Galba, the short-lived seventh emperor, was looming in the near future. 

Revelation 17:11
11And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

as the word Greek word of, means:  out from among, the seven -- coming from the same place -- ROME.

666 . . .

The number refers to the beast as the archetype man who falls short of perfection in every respect. Triple sixes are a contrast with the Divine sevens in Revelation and signify incompleteness and imperfection. Seven is the number of Deity, and 777 represents God the Father, God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and God the Holy Spirit, and 666 falls short in every digit. Again, "three sixes are a parody of the Divine Trinity of three sevens. That is, though the beast attempts to mimic God, specifically the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and the Prophetic Spirit of Truth, the man of sin, The antiChrist falls short.

The antiChrist is sown throughout history as being an earthly ruler, a man, who claims to be God or equal to God.


Emperors, those who ruled as man, were frequently also worshiped as a God.  Even though spoken to an actual King, God through the Prophet Ezekial speaks to satan who has controlled this King, the King of Tyrus . . .




Ezekiel 28:1-19

1The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 

2Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God: 

3Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide from thee: 

4With thy wisdom and with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures: 

5By thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches: 

6Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; 

7Behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. 

8They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas. 

9Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee. 

10Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. 

11Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 

12Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 

13Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. 

14Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 

15Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 

16By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 

17Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. 

18Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. 

19All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.


Note:  Again, Emperors, those who ruled as man, were frequently also worshiped as a God.  Many have been placed in power by God, and their hearts darkened or hardened, as they had satan work in and through them:

Pharoh, King of Tyrus, Nebuchadnezzar, Herod, Nero . . . were men who were secular rulers, Kings, who were worshiped, or desired to be worshiped as a god, as a religious ruler.

The eight ruler of Rome (now is different, in that he reverses this to that he is not a secular ruler wanting to be worshiped as a god, but is a religious ruler who takes on a secular position, and wants to be worshiped as God).  He sits, and acts . . . as though he's God.



2 Thessalonians 2:3-4

3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

4Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.


Note:  Sitteth in the Greek comes from a root word, kata, meaning:  down from, against, among, daily, day-by-day, each day, according to, by way of.  Down from, i.e. from a higher to a lower plane, with special reference to the terminus (end-point) -- hell.  He, satan, who rules through a King or Prince, in the Temple of God, or by one who worships by the Temple (Old Testament, Judaizers, one of the false "brethren").   This one of satan, the dragon, although a King or Prince who sitteth as though a King or Prince in the Temple of God, exalts himself above all that is called God, or worshiped.  Satan, who was caste out of Heaven, to a lower plane, to hell, moves through this man of perdition.


Matthew 23:12
12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.
Note:  “ . . . exalt himself . . . ” Exalt means in the Greek:  I lift up, exalt.  Properly, set on high.  To raise high (elevate), exalt.  “ . . . shall be abased; . . . ”  To bring low, humble, humiliate.  
Luke 18:9-14

9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:
10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
Note:  “ . . . exalt himself . . . ” Exalt means in the Greek:  I lift up, exalt.  Properly, set on high.  To raise high (elevate), exalt.  “ . . . shall be abased; . . . ”  To bring low, humble, humiliate.  

Isaiah 14:12

12How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!


Revelation 12:7-8

7And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 

8And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.




Revelation 12:10

10And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.


Matthew 13:47-48

47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 

48Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.



Note:  The Beast Out of the Sea (Note:  Sea means the mass of peoples, of many different nations, of every kind of people.  Rome incorporated many different nations, tongues, and tribes).

Nero alone fits the bill as the specific or personal expression of "the Beast". This vile character fulfills all the requirements of the principles derived from the very text of Revelation itself.

First, in Revelation 13:18 the number of the Beast is the number of “a man” and that number is “666.” Now the usefulness of this number lies in the fact that in ancient days alphabets served a two-fold purpose. Letters functioned, of course, as phonetic symbols. As such, they functioned just as our modern alphabet. But in ancient times letters also served as numerals, in that the Arabic numbering system was a later development of history.


The Hebrew spelling of Nero Caesar’s name was Nrwn Qsr. 

It has been documented by archaeological finds that a first century Hebrew spelling of Nero’s name provides us with precisely the value of 666. Is it not remarkable that this most relevant Emperor has a name that fits precisely the required sum? Is this sheer historical accident? There is more.

Second, the textual variant. If you consult the Holy Bible with marginal references you may notice something of interest regarding Revelation 13:18. Your reference may say something to the effect: “Some manuscripts read 616.” The fact is that the number 666 in some ancient manuscripts of Scripture is actually changed to 616. But why? Was it changed accidentally, or on purpose?  The difference surely is no accident of sight made by an early copiest. The numbers 666 and 616 are not even similar in appearance in the original Greek—whether spelled out in words or written out as numerals. As textual scholars agree, it certainly was intentional.

A strong and most reasonable case may be made for the fact that this change was not accidental. The Apostle John, a Jew, certainly used the Hebrew spelling of Nero’s name in order to arrive at the figure 666. However, when the Book of Revelation began circulating among those less acquainted with Hebrew, a copiest who knew the meaning of 666 might have intended to make its deciphering easier by altering it to 616.   It surely is no mere coincidence that 616 is also the numerical value of “Nero Caesar,” when spelled in Hebrew by transliterating it from its more widely familiar Latin spelling.

Such a conjecture would satisfactorily explain the rationale for the divergence: so that the non-Hebrew mind might more readily discern the identity of the Beast. Such a possibility offers a remarkable confirmation of the designation of Nero as this beast.

Third, the beastly image. In Revelation 13 the one behind the 666 riddle is specifically designated a “Beast.” The Greek word for “beast” is often used of the wild, carnivorous animals employed in the cruel Roman arenas. With its natural association, the term is often quite aptly used figuratively of persons with “ a bestial’ nature, one who is a beast,  a monster.”

Not only is the word “Beast” employed by the Apostle John in this passage, but he even symbolically represents this fearsome being with horrible, beastly imagery. This Beast is a compound of such feared and destructive carnivores such as the leopard, bear, and lion.

Now it is almost universally agreed that Nero was one who was possessed of a “bestial nature.” Nero was even feared and hated by his own countrymen. His bestial cruelty is evidenced in the writings of the Roman historian Suetonius (A.D. 70-160), who speaks of Nero’s “cruelty of disposition” evidencing itself at an early age.  He documents Nero’s evil and states: “neither discrimination or moderation [were employed] in putting to death whosoever he pleased on any pretext whatever.”  Suetonius notes that Nero“compelled four hundred senators and six hundred Roman knights, some of whom were well to do and of unblemished reputation, to fight in the arena.”  He enjoyed homosexual rape and torture.  He ruthlessly killed his parents, brother, wife, aunt, and many others close to him and of high station in Rome.

Roman historian Tacitus (A.D. 56-117) spoke of Nero’s “cruel nature” that “put to death so many innocent men.” Roman naturalist Pliny the Elder (A.D. 23-79) described Nero as “the destroyer of the human race” and “the poison of the world.” Roman satirist Juvenal (A.D. 60-140) speaks of “Nero’s cruel and bloody tyranny.“Elsewhere he calls Nero a “cruel tyrant.”

Nero so affected the imagination that the pagan writer Apollinius of Tyana, a contemporary of Nero, specifically mentions that Nero was called a “beast”:   this beast, Nero, and other like him are commonly called a Tyrant.  Nero killed and ATE his own mother! 

History records that Nero took his own life with the sword.  Roman historian Suetonius describes Nero’s death: “Then with the help of his secretary, Epaphroditus, he stabbed himself in the throat.”

It is interesting, from a historical perspective, that Nero was actually referred to as a “beast” by his contemporaries.  Note, the pagan writer Apollinius of Tyana, who lived at the time of Nero, states: “In my travels, which have been wider than ever man yet accomplished, I have seen many wild beasts of Arabia and India; but this beast, Nero, one that is commonly called a Tyrant, I know not how many heads it has, nor if it be crooked of claw, and armed with horrible fangs.... And of wild beasts you cannot say that they were ever known to eat their own mother, but Nero gorged himself on this diet.”

Nero ruthlessly murdered his parents, his brother, his pregnant wife (whom he kicked to death) and other family members.  He was a flaming homosexual, who found sexual gratification in watching torture.  He enjoyed dressing up as a wild beast and raping both male and female prisoners.  He illuminated his garden parties with Christians, hung up on poles, covered with pitch and set aflame, while still alive.  The first time he did this, their screams bothered his guest too much, so that from that point on, he had their mouths stitched shut before using them as human torches for his garden parties.

Roman historian Tacitus (56-117 A.D.) spoke of Nero’s “cruel nature” that “put to death so many innocent men.” The Roman Pliny the Elder (23-79 A.D.) described Nero as "the destroyer of the human race” and ”the poison of the world.”  Roman satirist Juvenal (60-140 A.D.) speaks of “Nero’s cruel and bloody tyranny.” Suetonius (70-160 A.D.), speaks of Nero’s “cruelty of disposition” evidencing itself at an early age. He documents Nero’s evil and states: “neither discrimination or moderation [were employed] in putting to death whosoever he pleased on any pretext whatever.”  When Nero committed suicide on June 8, 68 A.D., two major inter-related historical situations faced the world. Both carried with them catastrophic consequences.

First, with the death of Nero, the Julian-Claudian line of Emperors came to an end. In other words, the blood line which had received worship from the Roman Empire had been cut off forever.  To the superstitious, pagan world this was most significant. This was no small matter to the subjects of the Roman Empire.

Second, catastrophe upon catastrophe followed the death of Nero and the extinction of the Roman Empire’s founding family.  The Roman Empire found itself engulfed in civil wars, to the extent that “eternal Rome” was endanger of being reduced to rubble.

Josephus writes concerning these civil wars: “I have omitted to give an exact account of them, because they are well known by all, and they are described by a great number of Greek and Roman authors.”

Tacitus writes: “The history on which I am entering is that of a period rich in disasters, terrible with battles, torn by civil struggles, horrible even in peace. Four emperors failed by the sword; there were three civil wars, more foreign wars and often both at the same time.... In Rome there was more awful cruelty.... Besides the manifold misfortunes that befell mankind, there were prodigies in the sky and on the earth, warnings given by thunderbolts, and prophecies of the future, both joyful and gloomy, uncertain and clear.  For never was it more fully proved by awful disasters of the Roman people or by indubitable signs that gods care not for our safety, but for our punishment.”

Nero's persecution, which was initiated by Nero in A.D.64, was the first ever pagan Roman assault on Christianity.  Two of Nero's most famous victims are the Apostles Peter and Paul.

As Church father Eusebius notes: “Nero was the first of the Emperors who showed himself an enemy of the divine religion.”  Sulpicius Severus concurs: “He first attempted to abolish the name of Christian.”  In his Annals Roman historian Tacitus points to those who were persecuted as “those who . . . were vulgarly called Christians.”  Again, this name was attached to the Saints, and was used as an insult to them.

Roman historian Suetonius concurs, for in a list of the few “positive” contributions of Nero as Emperor, he includes the fact that Nero persecuted Christians: “During his reign many abuses were severely punished and put down, and no fewer new laws were made:. . . .  Punishment was inflicted on the Christians.  The name Christian was given to a class of men, which we determine to be of a new and mischievous superstition.”

Noted church historian J. L. von Mosheim wrote of Nero’s persecution: “Foremost in the rank of those emperors, on whom the Church looks back with horror as her persecutors, stands Nero, a prince whose conduct towards the Christians admits of no palliation, but was to the last degree unprincipledand inhuman.  The dreadful persecution which took place by order of this tyrant, commenced at Rome about the middle of November, in the year of our Lord 64. . . . This dreadful persecution ceased but with the death of Nero.  The Roman Empire, it is well known, was not delivered from the tyranny of this monster until the year 68, when he put an end to his own life.” (L. von Mosheim, Historical Commentaries, I:138,139).

Nero died on June 8, A.D. 68, 42 months later, but for a few days.  It was only then that Nero's persecution formally ended, as Rome’s attention was turned to the eruption of its own civil war.


Now, the Apostle John in Revelation 17, sees the harlot in her final phase after she has regained her lost political power (sit on the beast), and the world wonders at her revival. Papal sovereignty was restored February 11th, 1929 with the signing of the Lateran Treaty with Benito Mussolini. And yet the beast is. It has ascended back out of extinction, or the bottomless pit, and proceeds from there to its destruction.

The City of Seven Mountains (the Greek word for mountains is oros):  

The woman (church) of Revelation 17 sits on seven mountains Original Word: ὄρος, ους, τό
Part of Speech: Noun, Neuter
Transliteration: oros
Phonetic Spelling: (or'-os)
Short Definition: a mountain
Definition: a mountain, a hill.  Used as:  hill (2), mount (3), Mount (15), mountain (31), mountains (12).

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_hills_of_Rome

Revelation 17:9 
9And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.

Now, some Roman Catholic apologists will likely try to apply this passage to the city of Jerusalem. However, this verse tells us that the woman of Revelation 17, is an apostate church persecuting the True Christian Church, sits, or headquarters itself, in a city of seven mountains.  No such Christian Church has its Administrative headquarters (Head) in Jerusalem, so Jerusalem can be easily dismissed as a possibility. It is also worth noting that Revelation was written by the Apostle John about 94 A.D., some 24 or 25 years after Jerusalem had been besieged and completely destroyed by the pagan Romans.  This also removes it from consideration in this Prophecy, since the Jews did not return to Jerusalem until the 20th century.

The Emperor Nero did not “ . . . sit as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”  Neither did he have an image, or a proclamation or an edict, in place of him, but the live man sitting in the Temple (Christian Church) of God.

Yes, Nero was a beast BUT NOT THE BEAST or Revelation 17.  This beast of Revelation is a religious ruler AND a political ruler who sits in Rome:

· At least one of his “heads” the political head wounded as to death, but comes back to life: Revelation 13:3, Revelation 13:8; Revelation 17:8; Revelation 17:11
· Prevails for precisely 42 months both heads (religious and political) having complete control, Revelation 13:5
· Globally will rule over every tribe, nation, and tongue, Revelation 13:7
· Has a high-profile accomplice who performs literal miracles, Revelation 13:11-18
· An image of the Beast is given the breath of life, Revelation 13:15
· Buying and selling are forbidden except through identification with the Beast, Revelation 13:17
· Gathers with other kings to wage war against God, Revelation 19:19
· The yet future antiChrist receives global worship, Revelation 13:3; Revelation 13:8; Revelation 17:8
· Captured and cast alive into the Lake of Fire by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Revelation 19:20 -- whereas the Emperor Nero committed suicide in 68 A.D..


The Apostle John, by Revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, further amplifies and defines the Great Whore as follows:

Revelation 17:18
18And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

Note:  The woman (Great Whore, the "church" from that great city) which now reigns (reigneth) over the kings of the earth,  that is reigned in early 70 A.D.:  Rome.

So we need to look for an apostate "church" persecuting the True Christian Church, that rules over the kings of the earth from a great city, known for having seven mountains. So, let's consider the great Eternal City of Rome, Administrative headquarters of the Roman Catholic "church".   Look in most any encyclopedia and you will find that Rome is known as the City of Seven Hills, or City of Seven Mountains. These Seven Mountains have names from antiquity, are are called: the Capitoline, Quirinal, Viminal, Esquiline, Cælian (Coelian/Celio), Aventine and Palatine:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_hills_of_Rome

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome


Marcus Terentius Varro (116 BC – 27 BC) in De Lingua Latina v. 41 wrote:

"Ubi nunc est Roma, erat olim Septimontium, nominatum ab tot montibus, quos postea urbs muris comprehendit."
 "Where now is Rome, was once Septimontium, named by the so many mountains, afterwards enclosed by the city walls."

Below is a an ancient Roman coin (a Sestertius) in the collection of the British Museum, minted at Tarraco in 71 A.D. during the reign of Vespasian (69-79 A.D.), declaring him to be the Pontifex Maximus (a title assumed by the papacy), which depicts the city of Rome as both the goddess Dea-Roma seated on 7 hills, and a she-wolf suckling Romulus and Remus (just above the R in ROMA).

The Roman Empire. Vespasian, 69–79. Sestertius, 71, Æ 28.39g. IMP CAESAR VESPASIANVS AVG PM TR P COS III Laureate head r., with aegis Rev. S–C Roma seated r. on the seven hills propping head on r. hand and holding sceptre in l.; to l., wolf and twins; to r., river Tiber. C 404. BMC 774 (these dies). RIC 108 (these dies). (Note:  You can place your mouse pointer over the image, and it will magnify).

http://www.icollector.com/Roman-Empire-Vespasian-69-79-Sestertius-71-28-39g_i9258028


The Catholic Encyclopedia
It is within the city of Rome, called the city of seven hills, that the entire area of Vatican State proper is now confined. By treaty with the Italian Government certain other properties apart from the Vatican State are considered as territorial parts of the state of Vatican City. Since the founding of the Church there by St. Peter, the city of Rome has been the center of Christendom. The city itself is the diocese of the pope as bishop of Rome.

Source: The Catholic Encyclopedia, edited by Robert C. Broderick, Imprimatur of the Most Reverend William E. Cousins, Archbishop of Milwaukee, Nihil Obstat of the Reverend Richard J. Sklba, published by Thomas Nelson Publishers, copyright 1976, entry on Rome, pg. 529.



U and V are Interchangeable (as Roman numerals) in Coin Inscriptions . . .
 We are always getting e-mails from people telling us that they have got a coin with a mis-spelt inscription. Much more than 99% of the time, they have got a coin with an absolutely normal inscription, it's just that they don't realise it.
 One of the commonest "lettering error" we get asked about is from people who have found a letter V where they believe there should be a letter U.

It's Easy if You Speak Latin . . .
The commonest language worldwide for coin inscriptions is Latin, and in Latin the letters U and V are the same, and are the 20th letter in the Roman alphabet. They are both a vowel and a consonant, so that the Romans would have spelt Venus as VENVS, the first V being pronounced vee as a consonant, and the second V being pronounced uh as a vowel.

Revised Coin Inscriptions
In our original Coin Inscriptions on British Coins page, as elsewhere on our site, we automatically convert Latin V into English U if it is used as a vowel, and leave it as a V if it is a consonant.
To help you find an original version of the inscription as it would normally appear on a coin, we have recreated below our table of inscriptions on British coins, with the V's changed back into U's.
The following list gives major variations of inscriptions found on British coins. There will be many variations and abbreviations which we have not shown. If you spot any errors or omissions, please let us know using the form at the end of this page.


http://www.24carat.co.uk/frame.php?url=coininscriptionsframe.html

www.alemattec.com/Mystery, Babylon (Babylon=Confusion) . . .V and U are interchangeable Latin letters used along with Roman Nvmerals . . . .doc



This subordination of the minister, of the celebrant, to the mysterium which has been entrusted to him by the Church for the good of the whole People of God, should also find expression in the observance of the liturgical requirements concerning the celebration of the holy Sacrifice. These refer, for example, to dress, in particular to the vestments worn by the celebrant. Circumstances have of course existed and continue to exist in which the prescriptions do not oblige. We have been greatly moved when reading books written by priests who had been prisoners in extermination camps, with descriptions of Eucharistic Celebrations without the above- mentioned rules, that is to say, without an altar and without vestments. But although in those conditions this was a proof of heroism and deserved profound admiration, nevertheless in normal conditions to ignore the liturgical directives can be interpreted as a lack of respect towards the Eucharist, dictated perhaps by individualism or by an absence of a critical sense concerning current opinions, or by a certain lack of a spirit of faith.

Upon all of us who, through the grace of God, are ministers of the Eucharist, there weighs a particular responsibility for the ideas and attitudes of our brothers and sisters who have been entrusted to our pastoral care. It is our vocation to nurture, above all by personal example, every healthy manifestation of worship towards Christ present and operative in that sacrament of love. May God preserve us from acting otherwise and weakening that worship by "becoming unaccustomed" to various manifestations and forms of eucharistic worship which express a perhaps "traditional" but healthy piety, and which express above all that "sense of the faith" possessed by the whole People of God, as the Second Vatican Council recalled.(70)

Christ says: "You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide" (Jn 15:16). At the end of this Letter, I offer these words to you as a wish. On the day of the institution of the sacrament of the priesthood let us make this our wish for one another, dear Brothers: that we may go and bear fruit, like the Apostles, and that our fruit may abide.

May Mary, the Mother of Christ the Eternal High Priest, sustain us with her constant protection along the path of our ministry, especially when the road becomes difficult and the work weighs more heavily upon us. May the faithful Virgin intercede with her Son, that we may never lack the courage to witness to him in the various fields of our apostolate, working with him so that the world may have life and have it in abundance (cf. Jn 10:10).

The "Eternal High Priest," the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth also has Mary who intercedes with her Son for them, as a co-redeemer.  
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/letters/documents/hf_jp-ii_let_16031997_priests_en.html



Isaiah 59:10-19

10We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noon day as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men. 

11We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us. 

12For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them; 

13In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. 

14And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. 

15Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment. 

16And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him. 

17For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak. 

18According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence. 

19So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.



The Inheritance that Israel received was by the Law, and not Eternal life.  God gave the Promise of Eternal Life to His world (His family) outside the Law, as a Promise by faith.  A mediator has to be one, but mediates for many.  The Law could not give Righteousness (Eternal Life).  We are no longer under the Schoolmaster -- the Law.  


Galatians 3:18-25

18For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise. 

19Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. 

20Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 

21Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 

22But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 

23But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 

24Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

25But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.

Only one who intercedes, one Mediator between man and God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Intercede:  to intervene between parties with a view to reconciling differences : to mediate, be a Mediator!

Therefore, there is only One who Intercedes, One who is the sole mediator (One with God) between man and God -- the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Mary cannot intercede.  Holy Scripture does NOT support such a view.  In fact, it is clearly against the teachings of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible that Mary intercedes and is Blasphemous.  



1 Timothy 2:1-6

1I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 

2For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 

3For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 

4Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

5For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 

6Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.


Hebrews 7:24-28

24But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 

25Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

26For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 

27Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 

28For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.


http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/homilies/2010/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20100918_westminster_en.html

The Eucharistic sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Christ embraces in turn the mystery of our Lord’s continuing passion in the members of his Mystical Body, the Church in every age. Here the great crucifix which towers above us serves as a reminder that Christ, our eternal high priest, daily unites our own sacrifices, our own sufferings, our own needs, hopes and aspirations, to the infinite merits of his sacrifice. Through him, with him, and in him, we lift up our own bodies as a sacrifice holy and acceptable to God (cf. Rom 12:1). In this sense we are caught up in his eternal oblation, completing, as Saint Paul says, in our flesh what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, the Church (cf. Col 1:24). In the life of the Church, in her trials and tribulations, Christ continues, in the stark phrase of Pascal, to be in agony until the end of the world (Pensées, 553, éd. Brunschvicg).


http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xii/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xii_enc_20111947_mediator-dei_en.html

For an example in point, Our predecessor of immortal memory, Pius IX, so argued when he proclaimed the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary. Similarly during the discussion of a doubtful or controversial truth, the Church and the Holy Fathers have not failed to look to the age-old and age-honored sacred rites for enlightenment. Hence the well-known and venerable maxim, "Legem credendi lex statuat supplicandi" - let the rule for prayer determine the rule of belief.[45] The sacred liturgy, consequently, does not decide or determine independently and of itself what is of Catholic faith. 


http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_03091965_mysterium_en.html

49. St. John Chrysostom insists upon the same point with these words: "It is not man who makes what is put before him the Body and Blood of Christ, but Christ Himself who was crucified for us. The priest standing there in the place of Christ says these words, but their power and grace are from God. This is my Body, he says, and these words transform what lies before him." (53)

55. Moreover, the Catholic Church has held firm to this belief in the presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the Eucharist not only in her teaching but in her life as well, since she has at all times paid this great Sacrament the worship known as "latria," which may be given to God alone. As St. Augustine says: "It was in His flesh that Christ walked among us and it is His flesh that He has given us to eat for our salvation; but no one eats of this flesh without having first adored it . . . and not only do we not sin in thus adoring it, but we would be sinning if we did not do so." (60)


ON THE WORSHIP OF LATRIA

56. The Catholic Church has always displayed and still displays this latria that ought to be paid to the Sacrament of the Eucharist, both during Mass and outside of it, by taking the greatest possible care of consecrated Hosts, by exposing them to the solemn veneration of the faithful, and by carrying them about in processions to the joy of great numbers of the people. 

57. The ancient documents of the Church offer many evidences of this veneration. The bishops of the Church always urged the faithful to take the greatest possible care of the Eucharist that they had in their homes. "The Body of Christ is meant to be eaten by the faithful, not to be treated with irreverence," is the serious warning of St. Hippolytus. (61)

58. In fact, the faithful regarded themselves as guilty, and rightly so as Origen recalls, if, after they had received the body of the Lord and kept it with all reverence and caution, some part of it were to fall to the ground through negligence. (62)

59. These same bishops were severe in reproving any lack of due reverence that might occur. We have evidence of this from the words of Novatian, whose testimony is trustworthy in this matter; He felt that anybody deserved to be condemned who "came out after Sunday service bringing the Eucharist with him, as was the custom, . . . and carried the holy body of the Lord around with him," going off to places of amusement instead of going home. (63)

60. In fact, St. Cyril of Alexandria denounced as mad the opinion that the Eucharist was of no use to sanctification if some of it were left over for another day. "For Christ is not altered," he says, "and His holy body is not changed; instead the power and force and life-giving grace of the blessing remain in it forever." (64)

61. Nor should we forget that in ancient times the faithful—whether being harassed by violent persecutions or living in solitude out of love for monastic life—nourished themselves even daily on the Eucharist, by receiving Holy Communion from their own hands when there was no priest or deacon present. (65)

62. We are not saying this with any thought of effecting a change in the manner of keeping the Eucharist and of receiving Holy Communion that has been laid down by subsequent ecclesiastical laws still in force; Our intention is that we may rejoice over the faith of the Church which is always one and the same. 


Corpus Christi, Another Instance of Latria 

63. This faith also gave rise to the feast of Corpus Christi, which was first celebrated in the diocese of Liege—especially through the efforts of the servant of God, Blessed Juliana of Mount Cornelius—and Our predecessor, Urban IV, established for the universal Church. It has also given rise to many forms of Eucharistic devotion that have, through the inspiration of God's grace, grown with each passing day. Through them the Catholic Church is eagerly striving to pay honor to Christ and to thank Him for such a great gift and to beg His mercy. 


EXHORTATION TO FOSTERING EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION

64. And so We beseech you, Venerable Brothers, to take this faith, which means nothing less than maintaining complete fidelity to the words of Christ and the Apostles, and preserve it in its purity and integrity among the people entrusted to your care and vigilance, with all false and pernicious opinions being completely rejected; and We beseech you to foster devotion to the Eucharist, which should be the focal point and goal of all other forms of devotion. 

65. May the faithful, thanks to your constant efforts, come to realize and experience more and more that: "he who wants to live can find here a place to live in and the means to live on. Let him approach, let him believe, let him be incorporated so that he may receive life. Let him not shy away from union with the members, let him not be a rotten member that deserves to be cut away, nor a distorted member to be ashamed of: let him be beautiful, let him be fitting, let him be healthy. Let him adhere to the body; let him live for God on God: let him labor now upon earth, so that he may afterwards reign in heaven." (66)


http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s2c1a3.htm
1367 The sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice: "The victim (Christ) is one and the same: the same now offers through the ministry of priests, who then offered himself on the cross; only the manner of offering is different." "And since in this divine sacrifice which is celebrated in the Mass, the same Christ who offered himself once in a bloody manner on the altar of the cross is contained and is offered in an unbloody manner. . . this sacrifice is truly propitiatory."190


In the Mass of the Roman Catholic "church," Christ Who ONCED offered Himselft on the altar of the Cross . . . is offered again "is contained and is offered in an UNBLOODY manner . . " by the "priest".

The Holy Bible states specifically, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth offered Himself ONCE and only once for sins:


Hebrews 7:26-28

26For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 

27Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 

28For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.



Hebrews 10:1-14

1For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 

2For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. 

3But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 

4For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 

5Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 

6In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 

7Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 

8Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 

9Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 

10By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

11And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 

12But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 

13From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 

14For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

Here, the Apostle Paul states that there is not incomplete Doctrine, "let us go on unto perfection -- whole or complete Doctrine, understanding of that Doctrine" not laying again the foundation . . . . repentance from dead works, Doctrine of baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, eternal judgment.  Those who once were enlightened by God's Holy Word (saw the Truth of God's Holy Word,) and tasted of the heavenly gift (tasted but refused the Holy Gift of Salvation by Grace through faith in the ONE sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth for sins) . . . and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and tasted the good Word of God (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth but refused His ONE sacrifice) and the powers to come . . .



Hebrews 6:1-6

1Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 

2Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 

3And this will we do, if God permit. 

4For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 

5And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 

6If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

The Judaizers, false Brethren, who came in and took over the Church, " . . . seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame" by continuing to make an idol of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth hanging on a Cross.

The former things of Judaism must be, and were, left behind by that into which he had entered. Christians could not deal with souls by them; and, as for the new things, he had given them up. All God's means had been employed for him and had produced nothing.

Such a one-of his own will-crucified for himself the Son of God. Associated with the people who had done so, he had acknowledged the sin which his people had committed, and owned Jesus to be the Messiah. But now he committed the crime, [13] knowingly and of his own will. The judgment, the resurrection of the dead, repentance from dead works, had been taught. Under that order of things the nation had crucified their Messiah. Now power had come; which testified of the glorification of the crucified Messiah, the Son of God, in heaven; and which by miracles destroyed (at least in detail) the power of the enemy who was still reigning over the world. These miracles were a partial anticipation of the full and glorious deliverance which should take place in the world to come, when the triumphant Messiah, the Son of God, should entirely destroy all the power of the enemy. Hence they are called the "powers of the world to come."


The "Judaizers" were a group of "Jewish Christians" in the first century A.D. who preached to the the Gentiles Christians the need to conform to the Law of Moses, which included being under a "Priesthood" even after the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 

Acts 15:1

1And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.


Acts 15:5
5But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.

They attempted to make Jews out of Gentile Christians.  The importance of these Judaizers comes from what they teach (their Leaven:  Doctrine,) also by the reaction given to their teachings. The letters of the Apostle Paul to the Churches affected show that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has instituted a New Covenant, the New Testament, and therefore the activities performed under the Law of Moses are made null and void.



Acts 21:20

20And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:




The Apostle Paul errs, by trying to appease those of the Jews who (say they believe, but who are all zealous of the Law (the Old Covenant):

Acts 21:18-26

18And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present. 

19And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry. 

20And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law: 

21And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs. 

22What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come. 

23Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them; 

24Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law. 

25As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication. 



26Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for every one of them.


The Apostles were not free from blame in all they did; and it would be hard to defend the Apostle Paul here from the charge of giving way too much in this matter. It is vain to attempt to court the favor of the zealots, Jews, for the Old Covenant Law. This compliance of Apostle Paul did not answer, for the very thing by which he hoped to pacify the Jews, ended up encouraging them, and brought him into trouble.


The first thing which strikes us at the beginning of this history is that the Holy Ghost tells him not to go to Jerusalem:



Acts 21:4

4And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.



This word has evident importance. The Apostle Paul felt himself bound: there was something in his own mind which impelled him thither, a feeling that forced him in that direction; but the Holy Spirit, in His positive and outward testimony forbade his going.

The Apostle Paul loved Jews to which he belonged after the flesh, and which had been the people beloved of God and was still His people although rejected for a time, the remnant having now to enter the Kingdom of God through Christianity. This attachment of the Apostle Paul to them (which had its right and deeply affecting side, but which on another side had to do with the flesh) led him into error.

We must see that the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem were not yet condemned for holding to the Law of Moses because of the hardness of their hearts. At least for a period of time, God overlooked their ignorance, for the Jewish people were proud of their heritage, very zealous for their traditions:




Romans 10:1-2

1Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 

2For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.

These Jewish "converts" bore a great resentment towards the Gentiles. It was very difficult for these Jews, having heard the good news of the Gospel of Christ, to forsake the traditions handed down from their forefathers. There is further evidence of this period in the letter to the Hebrews, 


Hebrews 8:13
13In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.

"A new covenant," He hath made the first old. Is decaying and waxeth old is ready to vanish away (die, to be made dead).

The first covenant had not yet fully disappeared, but was passing away.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had Prophesied these things and the end of this period in Matthew 23:23-39, Matthew 24:3-41, Luke 19:43-44, the great destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.. With the destruction of the Temple, the service of God as prescribed in the Law of Moses was rendered impossible, and by this it was also understood that the last vestiges of the Old Covenant Worship had finally faded away.  The Priesthood was destroyed, as they had no House (Temple) in which to Worship, Luke 19:43-44, it was now desolate.

Therefore, when the Apostle Paul went to Jerusalem in Acts 21, he understood the difference in Covenants, although his Jewish brethren did not. He heeded his own words in 1 Corinthians 8; 9 and performed the actions of service in the Temple not to cause strife in the Church there.  The appeasement continued to cause a further rift, though.

What, then, is to be said about the Apostle Paul's conformity to the Law in Acts 21 but his insistence on the removal of the Law from the Galatians, Corinthians, Thessalonians, and Colossians? The answer lies in the audience. Those who were Jews and had converted to Christianity, their conformity to the Law was for a time overlooked. Those who were Gentiles, however, who had neither heard the Law, nor were ever under any compulsion to follow the Law, it had seemed good to the Holy Spirit and the Apostles to not burden them with the Law in Acts 15.

Therefore, the "Judaizers" seem to be those Christians from Jerusalem who wish to compel the Gentile converts to Christianity to follow the Law of Moses as they do.


Acts 15:23-29

23And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia. 

24Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment: 

25It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

26Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

27We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by mouth. 

28For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 

29That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.


Despite the decree of the Apostles and Elders of the Church in Jerusalem, the "Judaizers" continued to preach the need of the Gentiles to conform to the Law of Moses (Old Covenant, Old Testament). Within a few years of the conference in Jerusalem, the "Judaizers" are seen actively in the areas of Asia Minor and Greece. We see this concern manifest in the Apostle Paul's letter to the Galatians, written to Churches in south central Asia Minor around 55-57 A.D..  In this Letter, the Apostle Paul first defends his Apostleship and declares his Authority, Galatians 1:11-2:10, demonstrating that the message he preaches comes from God. The Apostle Paul then speaks of the hypocrisy (hypocrite, acting) of the Apostle Peter in Antioch, who first fellowshipped with the Gentile Christians, but then became aloof when some Jewish Christians from Jerusalem came Galatians 2:11-21. The Apostle Paul then chides the Galatians, calling them "foolish," or fools, Galatians 3:1, demonstrating very clearly that the original Covenant made with Abraham was looking forward or toward the Lord Jesus Christ, Galatians 3:2-14. The Law of Moses was therefore designed to be a tutor, leading men to the knowledge of sin and death to be ready for the coming of the faith through the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom all men are now equal, Galatians 3:15-29. Finally, the Apostle Paul makes a plain declaration to the Gentile Christians in Galatia:


Galatians 5:1-6

1Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 

2Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 

3For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 

4Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 

5For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 

6For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.


It is abundantly clear: salvation comes through Christ and Christ alone. The Law of Moses can do nothing for the Christians in Galatia.


The "Judaizers" seemed to enter Corinth around 57 A.D., between the writing of the first and second Corinthian Letters. They seem to have been accepted rather quickly, leveling charges against the Apostle Paul: that he was not a True Apostle, having no commendation from Jerusalem, as they did:


2 Corinthians 3:1-3

1Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you? 

2Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: 

3Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.


The Judaizers stated their charge against the Apostle Paul, and the Apostle Paul felt necessary to defend himself concerning his writings, that he was a speaker without big words, and his presence was weak, 2 Corinthians 10:10; and that since the Apostle Paul refused to take assistance from the Corinthian brethren, and this was somehow though of as a detriment to his validity as an Apostle , 2 Corinthians 12:13, and the Apostle Paul thus feels it of necessity to defend himself:  2 Corinthians 12:10-15.

The Apostle Paul writes a very strong rebuttal to these charges. The Apostle Paul establishes that his letters of commendation are the members of the Church in Corinth, for whom the Apostle Paul worked diligently, 2 Corinthians 3:1-3. The Apostle Paul then demonstrates how the Holy Spirit is much more powerful and stronger than the Law written on tablets, 2 Corinthians 3:4-18. Later, the Apostle Paul describes himself as meek when present, but bold through his letters, 2 Corinthians 10:8-12, that he is the same person in present as in his letters, 2 Corinthians 10:11-12, and is equal to many of the most eminent Apostles in knowledge and power, 2 Corinthians 11:5-6. The Apostle Paul then says that he robbed from other Churches to work with the Corinthians, 2 Corinthians 11:7-9. The Apostle Paul then says the following concerning a comparison of himself and these "Judaizers":


2 Corinthians 11:22-28

22Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I. 

23Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 

24Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 

25Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 

26In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 

27In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 

28Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.


The Apostle Paul speaks about the strange reception given to his not accepting any assistance from the Corinthians in:


2 Corinthians 12:11-13

11I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. 

12Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. 

13For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be that I myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong.

Finally, the Apostle Paul asks the Corinthians if he or Titus had taken advantage of the Corinthians in any way, or if their conduct was anything but befitting a slave of Christ:



2 Corinthians 12:14-18

14Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you; and I will not be burdensome to you: for I seek not yours but you: for the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children. 

15And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. 

16But be it so, I did not burden you: nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you with guile. 

17Did I make a gain of you by any of them whom I sent unto you? 

18I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did Titus make a gain of you? walked we not in the same spirit? walked we not in the same steps?


We have no information about any changes made in the Church at Corinth because of the Apostle Paul's exhortations.  We do know that this Church, had brought in many pagan forms of "worship," and that the Judaizers seemed to have a strong foothold there.


We cannot be sure if it is the same group of "Judaizers" who impacted the Church in Colossae in Asia Minor around 60-61 A.D. This group of Judaizers seemed to focus on the festivals and the food proscriptions of the Law of Moses. The Apostle Paul then corrects:


Colossians 2:16-23

16Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 

17Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

18Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

19And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

20Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 

21(Touch not; taste not; handle not; 

22Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? 

23Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body: not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

It appears that some had taught those in the church at Colossae to follow the commandments of Moses:  not to eat certain foods and to observe the Sabbath and other holy days. The Apostle Paul says that no one has the right to judge on the basis of such things, for they are a shadow of what is to come and not the Truth in or of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

The last impact of the "Judaizers" could be seen at the Church at Ephesus, the first "church" to name their "church" after Mary, and worship her as a goddess, with those who "pay attention to . . . endless genealogies," 1 Timothy 1:4, The "Judaizers" after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 with the Temple and many of the other vestiges of the Law of Moses destroyed, the movement you would think would have lost most of its impetus. There are later indication of "Ebionite", or "Hebrew", "Christians," but these groups are small and few, and do not pose much of a concern.


Ebionites, or Greek: Ἐβιωναῖοι Ebionaioi, (derived from Hebrew אביונים ebyonim, ebionim, meaning "the poor" or "poor ones"), is a patristic term referring to a "Jewish Christian sect or sects" that existed during the first centuries of the Christian Era. They regarded Jesus as the Messiah, and insisted on the necessity of following Jewish religious Law and rites. The Ebionites used only one of the Jewish Gospels, revered James the Just and rejected the Apostle Paul of Tarsus as an apostate from the Law.



James "the just" (Hebrew: יעקב Ya'akov; Greek Iάκωβος Iákōbos), first Bishop of Jerusalem, who died in 62, was an important figure in Early Christianity. He is distinguished from the Apostle James, the writer of by various epithets; James the Just is James the brother of the Lord by Paul (Galatians 1:19); He received his name James the Just by Hegesippus and others, James the Righteous, James of Jerusalem, James Adelphotheos, and so on.
The man who wrote the Epistle of James is likely the same James who became the first Bishop of Jerusalem. He is said by some to have been the brother of Jesus. Interestingly enough, James, the step-brother of Jesus was thought to have been an unbeliever before the crucifixion. Later in 1 Corinthians 15:7 we find that Christ (after he had risen) appeared to James and there was a conversion. Soon James became a force in the Jewish branch of the Church. He was notable for supporting Paul in his efforts to convert the Gentiles. It is known that James was martyred sometime between 62 and 66 A.D. It is likely he was stoned to death much in the manner of Stephen because of the political machinations of some local authorities and because he vigorously preached the law of Christ.

In the New Testament James is simply "James", other than Paul's one reference to "James, the brother of the Lord."  Clement of Alexandria related that "This James, whom the people of old called the Just because of his outstanding virtue, was the first, as the record tells us, to be elected to the episcopal throne of the Jerusalem church." The name also helps distinguish him from other important figures in early Christianity of the same name, such as James, son of Zebedee.

We can learn much from the impact of the "Judaizers" on the churches of the Gentile world, specifically, the changes between the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ. It is made evident by the Apostle Paul's letters that the Old Covenant was to be done away with, that it can do no good for us under the mediation of the man Christ Jesus.



There is no better way to describe this change than to read the words of Paul concerning Christ:




Colossians 2:13-15

13And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

14Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

15And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.


The Law, which was AGAINST US, has been "nailed to the Cross," and the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth now reigns. Let us endeavor to seek God's Will and the Lord Jesus Christ's Commandments, and forsake any commandment not in harmony with His teachings.

One of the unOfficial Titles of the “pope” is Vicar of the Son of God.
VICARIUS FILII DEI
	THE LITERAL MEANING: 
	VICARIUS - substituting for, or in place of

	
	FILII - means son

	
	DEI - means God
V/U – Are interchangeable when Roman Numerals are converted to Latin.


	          V =     5
	          F = no value
	D = 500

	           I =      1
	          I =     1
	E = no value

	          C = 100
	          L = 50
	I =     1

	          A = no value
	          I =     1
	-------------

	          R = no value
	          I =     1
	501

	           I =      1
	          --------------
	

	          U =     5
	                 53
	

	          S = no value
	
	

	              ---------------
	
	

	                  112
	112 + 53+ 501 = 666
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