Hosea 4:6
6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.


Note:  Both Priests and the people rejected knowledge, the knowledge of God's Law; God will justly reject them. They forgot the Law of God, neither desired nor endeavored to retain it in their mind, nor to transmit the Law's remembrance to their posterity; therefore God will justly forget them and their children.  The whole body of the people, were weary with hearing the Word of God.  If we dishonor God with that which is our honor, it will, sooner or later, be turned into shame to us. Instead of warning the people against sin, which showed what an offense sin was to God, since all sin is against God, and requires death which is needed as an Atonement, the Priests encouraged the people to sin, since under the Old Testament Law, Atonement might be made at so small an expense. Therefore, they saw the forgiveness of sin as a small thing.  It is very wicked to be pleased with the sins of others, hoping that in their sin it may turn to our advantage. What is unlawfully gained, cannot be comfortably used. The people and the Priests hardened one another in sin; therefore justly shall they share in the punishment. Sharers in sin must expect to share in ruin and everlasting Judgment of sin. Any lust harbored in the heart, in time will eat out all its strength and vigor, and cause one to harden their hearts to sin, and forget God's Law. 

"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge, . . ."  This is not to be understood of those who are the Lord's people by His Grace; for they cannot be destroyed, at least with everlasting destruction; God's love is to them, His choice is of them, His everlasting Covenant is with them, their redemption has been paid for by His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and the Grace of God in to them, and has secured them from such destruction.  Nor can they perish through want of knowledge; for though they are by nature (worldly) as ignorant as others, yet God has given them another nature, a Spiritual life in Him, through His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, yet it is the determinate Will of God to bring them to the knowledge of the Truth, in His time for their Salvation; and that same decree which fixes Salvation as the end, secures the belief of the God's Truth as the means; and the Covenant of His Grace provides for their knowledge of spiritual things, as well as other spiritual blessings; in consequence of which their minds are enlightened by the Holy Spirit with God's wisdom and understanding, and thus they have the knowledge of God, which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth hath given them, which is life eternal. This is to he understood of the people of the ten tribes of Israel, who were nationally and nominally the "people of God, His Chosen", were so by their own profession; they called themselves the people of God; and though they were idolaters, yet they professed to Worship God in their idols; and as yet God's "Loammi" had not taken place upon them.

Hosea 1:9
9 Then said God, Call his name Loammi: for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God.

Note:  The LORD God still sent His Prophets among them, to reprove and reform them, as they were not as yet finally rejected by Him, and cast out of their land. These may be said to be "destroyed," because they were threatened with destruction, and it was near at hand, they were just upon the brink of it; and because of the certainty of it, and this "through the lack of knowledge": either by the people, who were ignorant of God, His Mind, and His Will, and their required Worship, and without fear and reverence of Him, which was the cause of all the abominations they ran into, for which they were threatened with ruin; or it was because of the foul Priests, whose business it was to teach and instruct the people; but instead of teaching them True Sound Doctrine, and the true, correct manner of Worship, they taught them false doctrine, to magnify themselves and to take money from the people for their own reward, and led them into superstition and idolatry; and so they perished through the default of their Priests in performing their Office; which sense is confirmed by what follows:  " . . . because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, . . ." that thou shall be no Priest to me; the Priests that Jeroboam made were of the lowest of the people, ignorant and illiterate men, and were not Levites as required under God's Law:


1 Kings 12:22-31

22 But the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying,

23 Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying,

24 Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel: return every man to his house; for this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, and returned to depart, according to the word of the Lord.

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and built Penuel.

26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David:

27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.

28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

29 And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan.

30 And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.

31 And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi.

Note:  Although the people know that the Levites were to be the Priest, they chose to continue such; in that they rejected with contempt and abhorrence, as the word signifies, the Knowledge of God, and of all Divine things God had taught them; of the Law of God, concerning what was to be done, or not to be done, by the people; and of all statutes and ordinances relating to Divine Worship, and the performance of the Priestly office: and though there might be some of Aaron's line that continued in the land of Israel, and in their Office; yet these affected the same ignorance, and therefore the Lord threatens them with a rejection from the Priesthood; or, however, that they should be no Priests to Him, or in His account, but should be had in the utmost abhorrence and contempt, This word signifies the utter rejection of them by God, and the great contempt they were had in by the Lord; this was to take place, and did, at the captivity by Shalmaneser.



2 Kings 17:3
3Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and Hoshea became his servant, and gave him presents.


2 Kings 18:9
9And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria, and besieged it.


Note:  Seeing thou hast forgotten the Law of thy God: which God Himself had given them, Who was their God by profession; and which they had forgot as if they never had read or learnt it and had not experienced it themselves; and so as not to observe and keep it themselves, nor teach and instruct others in it, even their own children:  Therefore, God said, " . . . seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children."  I will also forget thy children; have no regard to them, take no notice and care of them, as if they were never known by Him; meaning the people in general, and those who were of the Priesthood, their disciples and spiritual children, as their natural children, who should be cut off, and not succeed them in the Priesthood. The words are very emphatic, "I will forget them, even I" which expresses the certainty of it more fully, as well as more clearly points at God's justness.


Hosea 4:4
4 Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest.


Note:  The words of the people, forbidding the Prophet, or any other man, to contend with them, or reprove them for their sins, though guilty of so many, and their land in so much danger on that account: but they did not say, "let not the Scribe Teach, nor the Prophet reprove." These are the Words of God to the Prophet, restraining him from striving with and reproving such a people, that were incorrigible, and despised all reproof.



Ezekiel 3:26

26 And I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are a rebellious house.

Note:  To keep the Prophet Hosea to forbear anything of this kind, since it was all to no purpose; it was but casting pearls before swine; it was all labor lost, and in vain:  " . . . for thy people are as they that strive with the Priest."  They are so far from receiving correction and reproof kindly from any good men in the land who would remind them of God's Law, that they will rise up against, and strive even with the Priests, to whom NOT to hearken was a capital crime:


Deuteronomy 17:12
12 And the man that will do presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest that standeth to minister there before the Lord thy God, or unto the judge, even that man shall die: and thou shalt put away the evil from Israel.

Note:  All sorts of men were so corrupt, that there were none fit to be their reprovers; the people were like the Priests, and the Priests like the people:


Hosea 4:9
9 And there shall be, like people, like priest: and I will punish them for their ways, and reward them their doings.

Note:  So that when the Priests reproved them, they contended with them, and said,:  "take the beam out of your own eye; Physician, heal thyself; look to yourself and your own sins, and do not reprove us".



Matthew 7:1-6

1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.

2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.

3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?

5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.

6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.



Luke 4:14-36

14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.

15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son?

23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country.

24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country.

25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land;

26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.

27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath,

29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong.

30 But he passing through the midst of them went his way,

31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days.

32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.

33 And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice,

34 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God.

35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not.

36 And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.


Deuteronomy 33:1-5

1 And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death.

2 And he said, The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for them.

3 Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are in thy hand: and they sat down at thy feet; every one shall receive of thy words.

4 Moses commanded us a law, even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.

5 And he was king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were gathered together.


Note:  To all the Precepts, warnings, and Prophecies, Moses added a solemn blessing to the people.  Moses begins with a description of the Glorious appearances of God in the person of a man, in giving the Law. His Law works like fire. If received, it is melting, warming, purifying, and burns up the dross of corruption; if rejected, it hardens, sears, pains, and destroys. The Holy Spirit came down in cloven tongues, as of fire; for the Gospel is a fiery Law. The Law of God is thus written in the heart of the man God has Called, and is a certain proof of the love of God shed abroad there.  Therefore, we must reckon His law one of the gifts of His Grace.


Deuteronomy 33:2
2 And he said, The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for them.


Psalm 68:17
17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place.

Note:  The appearance of those Holy Spirits, 10,000 of His Saints, appearing with Him, The LORD God, in such great numbers added to the grandeur and solemnity of the giving of the Holy Law to the people of Israel, as the attendance of the same on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth at His Second Coming will add to the luster and Glory of His appearing.



Luke 9:26
26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.




Deuteronomy 33:2
2 And he said, The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for them. 

Note:  Out of the midst of fire, the Law He gave unto them . . . and because of its effects on the consciences of men, where it pierces and penetrates like fire, and works a sense of wrath and fiery indignation in them, by reason of their transgressions of it.  The fiery Law of God being the ministration of condemnation and death on that account; and, because of its use, it serves as a lantern to a righteous man's feet, and a light to the path of good and just men.  This Law, this fiery Law may include the judicial and ceremonial Laws given at this time; but it chiefly respects the Moral Law of God, and which may be said to come from God Himself, by His own finger, Who, as Creator, has a right to be Governor of His creature, and to enact what Laws He pleases, and from His Right Hand, is an allusion to men's writing with their right hand, thus, the fiery Law given being written by the finger of God; and because it was given as a peculiar gift of His to the Israelites, gifts being given by the right hand of men; and here denotes the Divine Authority and Power with which this Law came enforced, as by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by His person, from whose right hand the Law of God came.



Deuteronomy 5:1-33

1 And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them.

2 The Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.

3 The Lord made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day.

4 The Lord talked with you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire,

5 (I stood between the Lord and you at that time, to shew you the word of the Lord: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount;) saying,

6 I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

7 Thou shalt have none other gods before me.

8 Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth:

9 Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,

10 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.

11 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

12 Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee.

13 Six days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work:

14 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou.

15 And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.

16 Honour thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

17 Thou shalt not kill.

18 Neither shalt thou commit adultery.

19 Neither shalt thou steal.

20 Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbour.

21 Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour's.

22 These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.

23 And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire,) that ye came near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders;

24 And ye said, Behold, the Lord our God hath shewed us his glory and his greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire: we have seen this day that God doth talk with man, and he liveth.

25 Now therefore why should we die? for this great fire will consume us: if we hear the voice of the Lord our God any more, then we shall die.

26 For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?

27 Go thou near, and hear all that the Lord our God shall say: and speak thou unto us all that the Lord our God shall speak unto thee; and we will hear it, and do it.

28 And the Lord heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me; and the Lord said unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this people, which they have spoken unto thee: they have well said all that they have spoken.

29 O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever!

30 Go say to them, Get you into your tents again.

31 But as for thee, stand thou here by me, and I will speak unto thee all the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which thou shalt teach them, that they may do them in the land which I give them to possess it.

32 Ye shall observe to do therefore as the Lord your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.

33 Ye shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess.




Hosea 4:6
6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.



Hosea 1:9
9 Then said God, Call his name Loammi: for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God.



Malachi 2:7
7 For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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