John 3:1-21

1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.
Note:  John 19:39

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Note:  He cannot see the Kingdom of God, the Truth of God's Kingdom in Heaven where the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth sits exalted on the right hand of God the Father, much less enter into it!

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

Note:  These two words "water" and "Spirit" express the same thing a second birth, a birth by the Holy Spirit, by which a man then receives the things of God the very moment he believes.  I used to think that being born of water was here a physical birth, when a woman's water broke.  However, with this study I do not.  Born of water here is not meant by material or physical water, nor baptismal water -- for water baptism is NEVER expressed by the word water only, without some additional word, which shows, that it refers then to the Ordinance of Water Baptism.  Nor has water baptism any regenerating or Saving influence in it.  I am not saved by the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth of Himself, through His blood AND Saint Louis water.  It is by the blood of the Lamb alone, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Thus, a person may be baptized, as Simon the Sorcerer (Magus (singular of Magi)) was, Acts 8:9-19, and yet not be born again.  A man receives the New Birth the very moment he believes; he at that exact moment receives Eternal Life.  One must have this second birth to see the Kingdom of God, and thus to enter in.  Without the second birth, being Born Again, one cannot see, much less enter, the Kingdom of God -- Heaven!  To a Jewish leader, as was Nicodemus, so familiar with the symbolical application of water, in every variety of way and form of expression, this language was fitted to show that the thing intended was none other than a thorough spiritual purification by the sole operation of the Holy Ghost, the Holy Spirit of God. Indeed, the element of water and operation of the Holy Spirit are brought together in a glorious evangelical prediction by the Prophet Ezekiel:  Ezekiel 36:23-27.  Thus, how does man enter Heaven?  Answer:  Titus 3:5-7

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

Note:  Being born of the Holy Spirit by washing and regeneration by the Holy Spirit through God's Word is the Spiritual second birth, the New Birth.  The soul of a man must be re-modeled and molded, in that the natural man must become a spiritual man, before he is capable of receiving the Word of God, 1 Corinthians 2:14.  God, by the Holy Spirit must cause the natural man to become the spiritual man.  Man has no such ability, as he is dead in his trespasses and sins, Ephesians 2:1.  The natural man's spiritual heart is stony, Ezekiel 11:18-20, cold dead. Not having ears that hear (God's Truth) nor eyes that can see (God's Truth), Matthew 13:1-17, until or unless God decides to reveal that to a man, Isaiah 6:6-10, Matthew 13:14-16 , John 12:37-41,  Acts 28:25-28.    

God therefore moves, where man cannot come, that is to God by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, John 14:6 -- unless the Father draws him, John 6:44. God moves toward man, and God thus causes the man to have a new heart of flesh from a stony heart, Ezekiel 36:25-27, God takes away the scales from a man's eyes and give him spiritual eyes to see, and the wax out of his ears and gives him spiritual ears to hear, God then causes the man to be in the exact place to hear the Word of God, the Truth, the Gospel Truth of the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ingrained into the man's heart by faith, Romans 12:3, God causing him to be Born Again, and grafting him into the family of God, Romans 11:19.  This new Birth, being Born Again was ordained by God, Acts 13:48, as the man who Believes was hand Chosen, Ordained, by God to Believe.  At that EXACT moment, the man is a new creature, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, a new creation, a spiritual man -- in the spiritual condition now to judge all things by the Word of God, 1 Corinthians 2:15, Born Again as God's Child, heirs of God, and a joint heir of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Romans 8:17, and he can now see and receive the spiritual things of God.  Before God moved, the man could not receive, nor come to God, as he was spiritually dead.  In this condition, man could not believe on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone as his Lord, God, Savior, and King.  These spiritual things of God were simply noise (didn't make sense) or was counted as foolishness to him, before his New Birth, 1 Corinthians 2:14.  Then, if God has Chosen that this man have the measure of faith to judge between good and evil, the man has been made by God to receive the "strong meat" of the Gospel message, in order to judge spiritual things of good and evil, Hebrews 5:14.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

Note:  "The wind bloweth . . ."  Bloweth in the Greek here means:  breathes, to breathe hard, to blow, to refresh.  The wind, here is the Holy Spirit coming from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as His substitute sent as His Comforter to His Own Chosen, those given unto the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth by God His Father, John 6:37, the Holy Spirit being sent by the Lord Jesus Christ from Heaven, John 14:16, that goes where it listeth.  Listeth in the Greek means:   intends, list, wills, loves, or pleases.  Properly, to lay hold of something or someone by a personal choice.  Thus, the Holy Spirit works out His Own Will by ("planning") and always works out His Own purpose.  Listeth is a strong term that underlines the predetermined (and determined) intention driving the planning (not only Willing, but resolving His predetermined plan, doing the Will of God the Father, through God the Son, the Holy Spirit being the sole substitute for the the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth having been sent by Christ Jesus as another Comforter to God's people, God's Chosen, His Elect, the True Worshipers, those Born Again).

Thus, Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, a Master of the Nation of Israel, part of the the Sanhedrin which was the Supreme Council of the Jewish nation, could not believe what he was hearing!  God Chooses, by His predetermined Will those who would be Saved?  Nicodemus thus replies in the next verse . . .

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?
Note:  Nicodemus was a leader of Israel, one who was a Master or Head over the Nation of Israel, as Nicodemus was part of the Sanhedrin - The Sanhedrin was the Supreme Council of the Jewish nation made up of 71 members;  seventy members, and the High Priests which made the 71st member.

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.
Note:  Here, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth speaks of the Trinity, the One Triune God -- "We", 1 John 5:7.

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?
Note:  Isaiah 53:1, John 12:37-41, Romans 10:16-17.

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.

Note:  Only the Lord Jesus Christ Christ of Nazareth can teach us the fullness of Heavenly things, for no man ascends, up to Heaven, that is has Spiritual understanding of all Heavenly things.  That is, no mere man has any spiritual light and understanding, or ever had any, but only the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who came down to us.  Whereas He is said to have come down from Heaven, and this must be understood as referring to His Godhead, the fullness of His Oneness with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, and of the manner of His conception, for the Lord Jesus Christ's birth upon the earth was Heavenly and not earthly, as He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and which is proper to the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, which here is spoken of concerning the whole Christ, to show us that He is but One Person in Whom two natures are united, i.e.:  God and man.

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
Note:  www.alemattec.com/Fiery serpents . . . .doc

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

Note:  Verses 16 and 17, the world here spoken of is God's family, those adopted into it before the foundation of the earth (also the word world) Ephesians 1:1-14, by Whom we have a mediator between God and man, Jesus Christ the righteous:  1 John 2:1-2, not for us Jews only, but for the those of all the nations of the world.

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

Note:  Some of those of the nations of the world are not only to be redeemed, but many are to be wasted, destroyed, and trodden underfoot, condemned.  Isaiah 11:4  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, therefore, by this kind of phrase of speech, well enough known to Nicodemus, teacheth him that the Messiah should become a Redeemer and propitiation, as well to the Gentiles as to the Jews, and that many will reject Him, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who is the Light, John 8:12, and are condemned for they love darkness (the things of satan) rather than Light, rather than loving Him, the Lord Christ of Nazareth, for their deeds were evil.

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

Note:  Reprove in the Greek means:  expose, show them to be guilty.   I rebuke, expose.  Properly, to convince with solid, compelling evidence, especially to expose (prove wrong, correct) false Doctrine.

Note:  "For every one that doeth evil . . ."  Every man, the series of whose life and conversation is evil, his very nature hates the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel.  They, the Lord Jesus Christ and His Gospel, make manifest man's evil deeds, convict him of them, and rebuke man for them.  Thus, those that hateth the Light, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Gospel neither cometh to the Light, to hear what the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth did Preach the Truth of the Gospel ministration and the means of His Grace.  Why? Lest mans deeds should be reproved, or discovered, that is made manifest or known, and he be brought to shame, and laid under blame, and advised to part with them, which he cares not to do.  Ephesians 5:11


21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deed may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

Note:  " . . . he that doeth Truth . . . " That is, he that leads an honest life, and is void of all cunning and deceit, which is according to the Will of God, and from a principle of love to Him, and with a view to His Glory, cometh to the Light . . . to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and to His Word, John 8:12, John 9:5, and put themselves under His Ordinances, that the man's deeds may be made manifest or known, being brought to the Light, to be tested under It, and It's Standard, whether they, are right, or wrong, as to the truth of whether or not they are of the Light.  That it may appear before men, that they are wrought in God, or by God, and are under His Gracious influence, without which men can do nothing.  It is God that works in them both to Will and to do His good pleasure, Philippians 2:13, in them.  According to God, according to the Will of God, both for matter and manner, the whole thus, that the work which is between God and this man may be rightly known, that such deeds by the man then which may be discovered, which are before only known to God and himself.


John 3:11-12

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?




John 1:12-13

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Note:  Refer again to what has been written above.  This receiving is something done to a man, not man's choice of God.  See the further evidence in the sentence directly below:

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.



Mark 11:24 
24Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

Note:  "What things soever ye desire . . ."  What, meaning in the Greek: how much, how great, how many, as great as, as much.  Things meaning in the Greek:  all, the whole, every kind of.  All (the whole of a group) in the sense of "each (every) part that applies." The emphasis of the total picture then is on "one piece at a time." Focus then is on the part(s) making up the whole or the group – viewing the whole or group in terms of the individual parts.  Soever in the Greek meaning:  Generally denoting supposition, wish, possibility or uncertainty.  Desire in the Greek meaning:   I ask, request, petition, demand.  To ask, beg, call for, crave, desire, require.

Believe that ye receive what you desire, when you pray, and you shall have what you have desired in your heart.  I believe this is speaking of spiritual things, not physical things, Psalm 37:4.  God gives us the desires of our hearts, and then fulfills those desires, if we ask according to His Will, believing we will receive those things asked for, according to God's Will.  Asking of the Father shows a sense of spiritual wants, and a desire of spiritual blessings, with conviction that they are to be had from God only, www.alemattec.com/How do we pray . . ..doc. Asking in the Lord Jesus Christ's name, is acknowledging our unworthiness to receive any favors from God, and shows full dependence upon the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the Lord our Righteousness, John 16:24-27.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth enforces offering up petitions in His name, shows that the great end of the mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ is to impress us with a deep sense of our sinfulness, and of the merit and power of His death, whereby we have access to God.  Let us ever remember, that to address God the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, or to address the Son as God dwelling in human nature, and reconciling the world to Himself, are the same, as the Father and Son are one, John 10:28-30.  The petitions that are desired, and the things asked in them of God the Father, through the name of the sole mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, 1 Timothy 2:5, that is, be as much assured of having them, as if you had already received them, and do so by faith praying that God's Will is done, and you shall have them.  The sense can never be, that they should believe they received them before they had them, as this would be a contradiction in terms.  


Luke 8:13 
13They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

Note:  These by their own will claim to be the Lord Jesus Christ's child.  They are all happy to hear that God loves them, and quick to believe the lie that God had His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, to died for everyone.  They are all about happiness, and love, and when the time of temptation comes they fall away.
This sort of hearer receive not the Word into their hearts, or with their hearts believe on it, nor from their hearts obey it, only into their heads.  They have only a historical faith, not a faith with hearty, spiritual, solid joy, or joy in the Holy Ghost.  As their hearts remain like a rock, unbroken by the Word of God, but with a flash of natural affection, which quickly goes off.  These have no root, neither "in themselves," as they have no true Grace in them, nor have they any root in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, nor in the love of God.  These then believe for just a while.  Their faith is a temporary one, like that of Simon Magus, mentioned above which shows it is not true faith.  If it be true faith, that is an abiding Grace, the the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who is the Author, and the Finisher of this faith, prays for it, that it fail not, Luke 22:32.
". . . and in time of temptation fall away . . ."  This is not meant by any one particular temptation by satan, but a time of affliction and persecution, which is a trying time to those who are mere professors of religion, as they only honor God with their mouths, and when those who have not the root of the matter in them, they thus fall away, as these are the sorts that follow the Doctrines and Commandments of men, and are not rooted in the spiritual Truth of God, Matthew 15:7-9.


Acts 19:1-7
1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,

(Note:  Disciples are learners, a pupil, a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth who learns the Doctrines of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, and the lifestyle they require.  Students, believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, what had been taught of Him.  These learners, Disciples, had believed in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, but had not been baptized, and not being baptized had not followed the Lord Jesus Christ's Command to be so, and thus had not received by faith then the Holy Spirit's gifts yet, the Power from on High.  What is this "Power from on High, the Holy Spirit"? Isaiah 40:24-26
Luke 24:49 
49And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.)



2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.

4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

Note:  They had believed on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, were Born Again believers, without the spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to those who Believe, who are Born Again, 1 Corinthians 12:1-31.


return to Acts 19:5-7

5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Note:  Thus, they followed the Command of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to be Baptized in the NAME, singular, in ONE name, that of:  the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Matthew 28:18-20.  With this, they received the Power from on High which are the gifts of the Holy Spirit . . .



6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.
Note:  www.alemattec.com/Tongues and the 'latter rain,' NOT 'later, later rain' . . . .doc

7 And all the men were about twelve.




2 John 1:9-11

9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

Note:  Whosoever passes over the rule and standard of Doctrine, the Word of God, which is the Doctrine of Christ, and will not adhere to that, nor walk according to it, but rejects and despises that rule:  and abideth not in the Doctrine of Christ, hath not God.  As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth came not speaking His Own Words, but the Words given Him by God the Father, John 8:28, thus the Doctrine of Christ is God's Doctrine, the Truth of the Word of God.  Which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth received from His Father, and delivered to His Apostles, and of which He alone is the sum and substance of God's Word.  The doctrine which is concerning the Lord Jesus Christ's person as the Son of God, and as truly God, and the union of His two natures, divine and human, in His One Person.  Also, concerning the Lord Jesus Christ's Office, as the sole Mediator between God and man, the surety, and Messenger of the Covenant, and as the Prophet, Priest, and King of His Church.  Concerning His incarnation, obedience, sufferings, death, resurrection from the dead, ascension to Heaven, session at God's right hand, intercession for His people, and His Second Coming for Judgment.  Furthermore, concerning peace and pardon by the Lord Jesus Christ's blood alone, atonement by His sacrifice of Himself, justification by His righteousness, and complete Salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone.


10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

Note:  "If there come any unto you . . ."  As a teacher or brother. The Greek is indicative, not subjunctive, implying that such persons do actually come, and are sure to come.  When any comes, receive him not. True love is combined with hearty renunciation and separation from all that is false, whether persons or Doctrines.  By wishing a false brother or teacher "God (or 'good') speed," you imply that he is capable as such of good speed and joy (the literal meaning of the Greek), and that you wish him God speed while he opposes the Doctrine of Christ.  Therefore, one would identify themself with "his evil deeds." The Greek "partaker" means as though "having communion with."  We cannot have communion with Saints, the Brethren, and with those who are antichrist, or who oppose the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Words at the same time. 

If any come who does not speak the True Doctrine of Christ, as before explained, but despises it, and speaks a contrary one, receive him not into your house.  Neither into the house of God, suffer him not to Preach there.  If any one who speaks a Doctrine contrary to the Doctrine of Christ, receive him not into your own house, give him no entertainment there.  False teachers always tried to creep into houses, where they served their own turn every way, both by feeding their bellies, and by spreading their pernicious doctrines.  Therefore, such should be avoided, both publicly and privately.  Their false ministry should not be attended by the Church.  They should not be entertained in private houses, and much less cared for as one of the Brethren.  Neither bid him God speed, or give him the usual civil form of salutation, as a good day to you, all hail, all health and prosperity attend you, the Lord be with you, God bless or the like. 


11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

Note:  Let us not think it strange, that there are deceivers and opposers of the Lord Jesus Christ's name, His Offices, and dignity now, for there were such, even in the Apostles' times. The more deceivers and deceits abound, the more watchful the Lord Jesus Christ's Disciples must be.  We should have nothing to do with those who defend perverse or unsound Doctrine.  If a Christian has fellowship with him, instead of reproving or shunning him, as he ought, he accepts him as one of the "Brethren" and is an abettor then with him in his principles, and so far joins in the propagation of them, and helps to spread them, and gives others reason to think he is one with him in them.  Simply, he becomes guilty by association.




Ephesians 5:11
11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.
Note:  Reprove in the Greek means:  expose, show them to be guilty.   I rebuke, expose.  Properly, to convince with solid, compelling evidence, especially to expose (prove wrong, correct) false Doctrine.




2 Timothy 4:2
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.

Note:  Reprove in the Greek means:  expose, show them to be guilty.   I rebuke, expose.  Properly, to convince with solid, compelling evidence, especially to expose (prove wrong, correct) false Doctrine.

Rebuke in the Greek means:   I rebuke, chide, charge, admonish, warn.  To hold one's honor:  to censure or admonish, in defending that honor.  Properly, assign value as is fitting the situation:  correct (re-direct) false teachings, "to warn by instructing".



Psalm 78:34-35

34 When he slew them, then they sought him: and they returned and enquired early after God.

35 And they remembered that God was their rock, and the high God their redeemer.

Note:  Slew here means:   to smite with deadly intent -- destroy, out of hand, kill, put to (death), make (slaughter).  Such was their hypocrisy, that they sought God only out of fear of punishment, though in their heart they did not love Him.  When God threatened to slay them, or was about to do it, when they were threatened with destruction, then these sought the Lord by prayer and supplication, that God would not destroy them.  Those who falsely profess God, often cry to Him when threatened with their destruction.


Isaiah 26:16
16 Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon them.


Hosea 5:15
15 I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.



Deuteronomy 32:15
15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.

Note:  "But Jeshurun . . ."  Jeshurun is a name for Israel.  When God blessed Israel, they forsook God which had made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. (The Rock:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Deuteronomy 32:4, Deuteronomy 32:18, 2 Samuel 22:47, 2 Samuel 23:3, Psalm 62:7, Psalm 89:26, Psalm 94:22, Psalm 95:1, Isaiah 17:10-11, Isaiah 42:11, Isaiah 8:14, Romans 9:33, 1 Peter 2:8, Matthew 7:13-25).




Romans 16:25-27

25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,

26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:

27 To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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