Missouri Religious Freedom
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=28205321

SJR 39 Prohibits the state from imposing penalties on individuals and religious entities who refuse to participate in same sex marriage ceremonies due to sincerely held religious beliefs

Current Bill Summary

SS#3/SJR 39 - This proposed constitutional amendment, if approved by the qualified voters of this state, prohibits the state from imposing a penalty on a religious organization who acts in accordance with a sincere religious belief concerning same sex marriage, which includes the refusal to perform a same sex marriage ceremony or allow a same sex wedding ceremony to be performed on the religious organization's property.

The state cannot penalize an individual who declines, due to sincere religious beliefs, to provide goods of expressional or artistic creation for a same sex wedding ceremony.

Nothing in the resolution prevents the state from providing lawful marriage licenses or other marital benefits. The resolution also does not allow a hospital to refuse to treat a marriage as valid for the purposes of a spouse's right to visitation or to make health care decisions.
Persons protected by this resolution may use the law as a claim or defense in a legal proceeding regardless of whether the state is a party in the dispute.

JESSI BAKER 
After a 37-hour filibuster, the Missouri Senate on Thursday passed a resolution that could amend the Missouri State Constitution, allowing those who object to gay marriage to refuse wedding services for religious reasons.  Supporters of Senate Joint Resolution, SJR 39, called the "Religious Freedom Resolution," say it would simply prevent the government from penalizing clergy and religious organizations for their religious beliefs about same-sex marriage.  Eight Democrat State Senators attempted to block its passage, saying it would, "Enshrine discrimination into the Constitution."  Democrats held a 37 hour filibuster from Monday afternoon into Wednesday morning, before Republicans forced a vote on the SJR 39.  Democrats then stalled a vote Thursday morning for several hours before Republicans finally approved the measure.  The resolution will now go to the Missouri House of Representatives.
http://mbcpathway.com/2016/03/08/religious-liberty-what-is-senate-joint-resolution-39/
Missouri House Pushes Ahead with SJR 39, "Religious Freedom" Resolution, Tonight
Posted By Sarah Fenske on Tue, Apr 12, 2016 at 3:03 PM
http://www.riverfronttimes.com/newsblog/2016/04/12/missouri-house-pushes-ahead-with-sjr-39-religious-freedom-resolution-tonight
SJR 39 would bar the state from imposing "any penalty" on those entities — including churches, other houses of worship and individuals "with sincere religious beliefs" — who decline to officiate or otherwise participate in same-sex marriage celebrations.
April 12, 2016 6:44 AM
Missouri businesses unite to oppose ‘religious freedom’ LGBT bill
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/the-buzz/article71302327.html
More than 80 businesses have joined Missouri Competes, a coalition opposing SJR 39
Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce released a list of nearly 200 businesses and organizations that oppose SJR 39
The business community has led the charge against the amendment. Several companies involved in Missouri Competes — such as MasterCard and Monsanto — have already spoken out publicly against Missouri’s proposed amendment. 

Others, including Google Fiber and Pfizer, are new to the campaign. They are joined by a variety of business, large and small, who believe the legislation would enshrine discrimination in the state constitution. 

Kevin Kolevar, vice president of government affairs and public policy at Dow Chemical, said his company opposes this legislation “and any effort that would allow for discrimination. We should be focusing on policies that make Missouri more competitive and economically sound, instead of taking actions that divide.”
In addition to the Missouri Competes coalition, the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce released a list of nearly 200 area businesses and organizations on Tuesday that publicly oppose SJR 39. That group includes small businesses like Brightergy and Tom’s Town Distillery and large corporations like Burns & McDonnell and Kansas City Southern.
The Kansas City Chamber of Commerce list of nearly 200 area business and organizations that oppose SJR 39.
http://kcchamber.com/Public-Policy/Legislative-Updates/SJR39/OpposeSJR39.aspx
Missouri 'religious freedom bill' passes as 39-hour filibuster ends
By Greg Botelho and Seth Kovar, CNN

Updated 9:47 AM ET, Wed March 9, 2016
http://www.cnn.com/2016/03/09/politics/missouri-religious-freedom-bill/
Gov. Jay Nixon has spoken out against SR-39, applauding fellow Democratic lawmakers in his state for fighting the bill.
Missouri Companies Band Together to Stop SJR 39
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2016/04/12/missouri-companies-band-together-to-stop-sjr-39/





Missouri Democrats Filibuster For 39 Hours To Stop Anti-Gay ‘Religious Freedom’ Bill
But Republicans passed it anyway.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/missouri-filibuster-lgbt-religious-freedom_us_56e0514be4b065e2e3d45217
Deuteronomy 22:5
5 The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the Lord thy God. 
Note:  The Hebrew phrase,  “ . . .shall not wear that which pertaineth . . .” means:  An article, utensil, vessel.  Something prepared for a man, i.e. Any apparatus (as an implement, utensil, dress, vessel or weapon) -- armour ((-bearer)), artillery, bag, carriage, instrument, jewel, sack, stuff, thing, tool, vessel, ware, weapon whatsoever.  Doing so shows that you despise God by attempting to alter the order of nature.  This Law forbids women from putting on a military habit (Habit:  Clothing, or conduct, i.e.:  condition, demeanor, appearance, dress.) and going with men to war.  Neither shall a man put on a woman's garment; which would betray effeminacy and softness unbecoming men, and would lead the way to many impurities.  This Law of God's is proper and necessary that men and women should be known by difference of dress.  By God’s Law, the order of nature is kept in civil things.  Else, despising God, people would go further yet as to walk naked in the market, or to put on a woman's garment.  Change of the clothes of sexes was used among the heathens by way of punishment:  by making a soldier that deserted wear a woman's clothes, and of adulteresses to have their head shaved as a man, and wear a man's clothes.  Both was to their shame.  The adoption of the habiliments (Habiliments:  Clothes or clothing.) of the one sex by the other is an outrage on decency, by which it obliterates the distinctions of nature by fostering softness and effeminacy in the man, and impudence and boldness in the woman, as well as levity and hypocrisy in both.  In short, it opens the door to an influx of so many evils that all who wear the dress of another sex are “. . . for all that do so are abomination unto the Lord thy God.”


Indeed, nature itself teaches that a difference be made between the sexes even in their hair, 1 Corinthians 11:14.  The distinction of the sexes by the same rule in their clothes, which therefore ought not to be confounded, either in ordinary wear or even occasionally.  However, in some cases this may be Lawful, in order to make an escape for one's life would be an example. Now by this Law, which declares this forbidden, both for decency sake in that men might not confound those sexes which God hath distinguished, that all appearance of evil might be avoided, as such change of garments carrying a manifest sign of effeminacy in the man, and of arrogance in the woman, of lightness and petulancy (Petulancy:  Insolence, immodesty, sauciness, impudence, peevishness – i.e.:  cross, querulous, or fretful, as from vexation or discontent, perverse or obstinate in both.) and also to cut off all suspicions and occasions of evil, by which this practice opens a wide door and allows.  This Law forbids the confounding of the dispositions and affairs of the sexes: as men must not be effeminate, nor must women be viragos 

(Viragos:  A loud-voiced, ill-tempered, scolding woman, i.e.:  a shrew, i.e.:  A woman of violent temper and speech; termagant (Termagant:  a violent, turbulent, or brawling woman.).  Nor should she be a strong, brave, or warlike woman -- an amazon type of woman,) nor should a woman pretend to Preach, or teach, or usurp authority over the man, 1 Corinthians 14:34-35; 1 Timothy 2:11-12; 1 Corinthians 11:3-4.
Both Lucian of Samosata and Eusebius speak of transvestism (Transvestism or transvestitism is the practice of dressing and acting in a style or manner traditionally associated with the other sex.) in the worship of  the goddess Astarte – or Ashtoreth, i.e.:  Ishtar.

Ishtar is the Mesopotamian East Semitic (Akkadian, Assyrian and Babylonian) goddess of fertility, love, war, and sex, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:British_Museum_Queen_of_the_Night.jpg.  Then Ishtar called together "her people, the dancing and singing girls, the prostitutes of the temple, the courtesans," and had them mourn for the Bull of Heaven. Gugalanna ("the Great Bull of Heaven,") better known as just the Bull of Heaven, a deity in ancient Mesopotamian religion originating in Sumer as well as the constellation known today as Taurus, one of the 12 signs of the Zodiac.  The Assyrian-Babylonian goddess Ishtar nurses the bull-god Tammuz.  Tammuz was the Samarian “son of God,” called the "faithful or true son".   Statue of the bull-god Tammuz in the National Theatre of Miskolc, Hungary:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MinotaurInThrone01.jpghttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MinotaurInThrone01.jpg.
Astarte is the Hellenized form of the Middle Eastern goddess Ishtar, worshiped from the Bronze Age through classical antiquity.  The name Astarte or Ishtar (which is where the word Easter comes from,) is particularly associated with her worship in the ancient Levant among the Canaanites and Phoenicians. Astarte (Ishtar) was also celebrated in Egypt following the importation of Levantine cults there. The name Astarte (Ishtar) is sometimes also applied to her cults in Mesopotamian cultures like Assyria and Babylonia.  (J.A. Thompson, Deuteronomy, Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1974, p. 234). Professor Earl Kalland also thinks there may be a warning here against the sort of dress that accommodates homosexual activity.  Astarte was connected with fertility, sexuality, and war. Astarte symbols were the lion, the horse, the sphinx, the dove, and a star within a circle indicating the planet Venus.  Pictorial representations often show her naked. She has been known as the deified evening star.  Greeks in classical, Hellenistic, and Roman times occasionally equated Aphrodite with Astarte and many other Near Eastern goddesses, in keeping with their frequent practice of syncretizing other deities with their own.
Other major centers of Astarte's worship were the Phoenician city states of Sidon, Tyre, and Byblos.  Coins from Sidon portray a chariot in which a globe appears, presumably a stone representing Astarte.  Astarte was often depicted on Sidonian coins as standing on the prow of a galley, leaning forward with right hand outstretched, being thus the original of all figureheads for sailing ships.  In Sidon, Astarte shared a temple with Eshmun.  Coins from Beirut show Poseidon, Astarte, and Eshmun worshiped together.
Other centers where the worship of the goddess Astarte is documented are:  Cythera, Malta, and Eryx in Sicily from which Astarte became known to the Romans as Venus Erycina.  A bilingual inscription on the Pyrgi Tablets dating to about 500 B.C. found near Caere in Etruria equates Astarte with Etruscan Uni-Astre – Juno.  At Carthage Astarte was worshiped alongside the goddess Tanit.
Donald Harden in his book The Phoenicians discusses a statuette of Astarte from Tutugi (Galera) near Granada in Spain dating to the 7th or 6th century B.C. in which Astarte sits on a throne flanked by sphinxes holding a bowl beneath her pierced breasts where milk would flow down, Dama de Galera, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dama_de_Galera_%28M.A.N._Madrid%29_01.jpg.

Note:  A hollow in the statue of Astarte on her throne would have wax melted then cooled, and then would have been filled with milk through the head.  Gentle heating would have melted the wax plugging the holes in her breasts, “producing an apparent miracle when the milk emerged”.  Such “miracles” have often been used by the satanic Roman Catholic “church” to show tears or “blood” flowing from a statue which the gullible then “worship”.
Science debunks miracle of weeping Madonna
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science-debunks-miracle-of-weeping-madonna-1590530.html
Photos: Ten bleeding, crying icons inspired by Weeping Madonna statue's Colorado tour
http://www.westword.com/news/photos-ten-bleeding-crying-icons-inspired-by-weeping-madonna-statues-colorado-tour-5884525

‘Healing’ Holy Statue Visits Local Communities
http://fox8.com/2012/08/17/healing-statue-tours-local-counties/

Hundreds flock to 'weeping' Mary statue in Israel
https://www.yahoo.com/news/hundreds-flock-39-weeping-39-mary-statue-israel-210003716.html?ref=gs
Thousands flock to 'miracle' icon at south suburban church 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-greek-orthodox-icon-exudes-oil-met-20160428-story.html

A suspicious weeping Madonna in Italy
http://www.cicap.org/n/articolo.php?id=101017

Astarte was worshiped in Syria and Canaan beginning in the first millennium B.C., and was first mentioned in texts from Ugarit.  Astarte came from the same Semitic origins as the Mesopotamian goddess Ishtar.  In fact, an Ugaritic text specifically equates her with Ishtar.  Astarte's worship spread to Cyprus, where she may have been merged with an ancient Cypriot goddess.  This merged Cypriot goddess may well have been adopted into the Greek Pantheon in Mycenaean during the Dark Ages to form the goddess Aphrodite.
Deuteronomy 22:5
5 The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the Lord thy God. 
Note:  Therefore, for a woman to wear a man's habit, would show openly that you despise God by attempting to alter the order of nature.  This Law forbids women from putting on a military habit (Habit:  Clothing, or conduct, i.e.:  condition, demeanor, appearance, dress.) and going with men to war.  It also forbids men from dressing or wearing the habit of a woman.  This Law of God's is proper and necessary that men and women should be known by difference of dress.  The order of nature is kept in civil things, else despising God people would go further as to walk naked in the market, or to put on a woman's garment.  Change of the clothes of sexes was used among the heathens by way of punishment:  by making a soldier that deserted wear a woman's clothes, and of adulteresses to have their head shaved as a man, and wear a man's clothes.  Both was to their shame.

Both Lucian of Samosata and Eusebius speak of transvestism in the worship of  the goddess Astarte – or Ashtoreth, i.e.:  Ishtar.   
To were clothes of the opposite sex are an abomination to the Lord thy God, which is a sufficient reason such a practice should not be used.   
US Navy Promotes First Woman to 4-star Admiral 
http://www.voanews.com/content/us-navy-promotes-first-woman-to-4-star-admiral/1949000.html
Michelle Howard becomes Navy's first female four-star admiral
http://www.cnn.com/2014/07/01/politics/first-woman-four-star-admiral/index.html
We do NOT needs go to great lengths to fight against those that would proclaim good as evil, and evil as good.  As the battle rages, we can simply proclaim to the wicked, "The Lord rebuke thee".
We are called as Christians to contend for the faith.  Where the battle rages, the loyalty of the soldier is proved.  We are Commanded not to turn to the left or the right, Deuteronomy 5:31-33, but stand firm, strong against those that fight against God and His Word.
If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the Truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing the Lord Jesus (Christ of Nazareth,) however boldly I may claim to be professing Christ. Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proved, and to be steady on all the battlefields besides, is mere fight and disgrace if the soldier then flinches at that very point where the battle rages.
--Martin Luther

1 Corinthians 16:13-14
13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.
Note:  The phrase, "quit you like men, . . ."  the Greek transliterated word andrizó, means in the Greek, Act like a man, be brave.  Meaning to be responsible and courageous by taking the initiatives God reveals through faith.  The Greek word andrizó is closely associated with faith, belief, trust, confidence; fidelity, faithfulness. 
14 Let all your things be done with charity.
Note:  Charity in the Greek here means love.  Christian love, one to another.  Properly, love which centers in moral preference.  
Love which embraces the Truth,  2 Thessalonians 2:10.
Jude 1:3 
3Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
www.alemattec.com/CONTENDING FOR FAITH lies within the NKJV 'bible'.doc
Jude 1:9 
9Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.

Exodus 32:33
33 And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.


Jeremiah 25:4
4 And the Lord hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising early and sending them; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear.


Proverbs 28:4-9
4 They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as keep the law contend with them.

5 Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the Lord understand all things.

6 Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich.

7 Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: but he that is a companion of riotous men shameth his father.

8 He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he shall gather it for him that will pity the poor.

9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.
Proverbs 29:8-18
8 Scornful men bring a city into a snare: but wise men turn away wrath.

9 If a wise man contendeth with a foolish man, whether he rage or laugh, there is no rest.

10 The bloodthirsty hate the upright: but the just seek his soul.

11 A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards.

12 If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants are wicked.

13 The poor and the deceitful man meet together: the Lord lighteneth both their eyes.

14 The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne shall be established for ever.

15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.

16 When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increaseth: but the righteous shall see their fall.

17 Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.

18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.
Note:  The arguments put forth for homosexual “marriage” lack any understanding of the fear of God and the great wrath to come.  Homosexuality is not a “life style choice,” but an abominable sin before God, from which everlasting suffering of their souls under the vengeance of eternal fire has been Judged for those who remain in it.  The nation that permits homosexual behavior openly, against the Will of God, shall receive great punishment and tribulation before the final Judgment before the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  There will be no understanding of their leaders, who think they are wise.  There will be war, pestilence, and famine.  There is already a famine of God’s Truth in the land, in the United States of America.  We have virtually been in a constant state of war since the Civil war.  We have pestilence:  AIDS, with 1,129,127 people diagnosed with AIDS in America as of 2010, with more diseases coming, included untreatable multi-drug resistant gonorrhea, bird flu, swine flu, SARS, MERS, and now Zika. 

MERS virus claims three more lives in Saudi Arabia
http://news.yahoo.com/qatar-announces-second-mers-virus-death-150003242.html
Saudi Arabia is the country worst hit by MERS, which has killed 47 in the kingdom. On Friday the World Health Organisation said the virus had killed 52 people worldwide. Saudi authorities said 96 people have been infected in the kingdom, out of a global figure of 110.

Experts are struggling to understand MERS -- Middle East Respiratory Syndrome -- for which there is still no vaccine and which has an extremely high fatality rate of more than 51 percent.

It is considered a cousin of the SARS virus that erupted in Asia in 2003 and infected 8,273 people, nine percent of whom died.

Like SARS, MERS is thought to have jumped from animals to humans, and it shares the former's flu-like symptoms -- but differs by also causing kidney failure.

The MERS problem persists in Saudi Arabia as the kingdom gears up to host around two million Muslims in October for the annual hajj pilgrimage to Mecca.
More than 1.1 million people in the United States are living with HIV infection, and almost 1 in 5 (18.1%) are unaware of their infection 
Gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men (MSM),1 particularly young black/African American MSM, are most seriously affected by HIV.
By race, blacks/African Americans face the most severe burden of HIV.

http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/statistics/basics/ataglance.html
CDC estimates that 1,148,200 persons aged 13 years and older are living with HIV infection, including 207,600 (18.1%) who are unaware of their infection.1 Over the past decade, the number of people living with HIV has increased, while the annual number of new HIV infections has remained relatively stable. Still, the pace of new infections continues at far too high a level— particularly among certain groups.

First Antibiotic-Resistant Gonorrhea Cases Detected in North America
Completely incurable gonorrhea may be at hand
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2013/01/08/first-antibiotic-resistant-gonorrhea-cases-detected-in-north-america

CDC Warns Of SARS-Related Virus From Middle East
http://miami.cbslocal.com/2013/03/08/cdc-warns-of-sars-related-virus-from-middle-east/
Zika Virus
http://www.cdc.gov/zika/index.html
Zika virus infection
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/healthtopics/zika_virus_infection/Pages/index.aspx
Zika virus 'scarier than initially thought'
http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/11/health/zika-virus-scarier-than-first-thought/index.html
Whole Foods is using security footage to sue a gay pastor for an unlikely reason
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/whole-foods-using-security-footage-194336829.html
We are Called to speak God's Truth IN LOVE.  Not to beat people up with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, but NEVER to walk away or remain silent when someone attacks our King, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 13:1-7
1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.

2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.
Note:  “ . . . resisteth the ordinance of God: . . .”  the Will and appointment of God, whose pleasure it is that there should be such an office, as "higher powers, i.e.:  government magistrates" and that men should be subject to or under their position. This is not to be understood, as if magistrates were above the laws, and had a lawless power to do as they will without opposition.  They, the magistrates, the higher powers, are under the law, and liable to the penalty of it, in case of disobedience, as others.  Which means under God’s Law as well, and when they make their own will a law, or exercise a lawless tyrannical power, in defiance of the Laws of God, and of the land, to the endangering of the lives, liberties, and properties of subjects, they may be resisted.  Such as King Saul was by the people of Israel, when he would have took away the life of Jonathan for the breach of an arbitrary law of his own, and that too without the knowledge of it, 1 Samuel 14:45.  The Apostle Paul is speaking of resisting magistrates wrongly in the right discharge of their office, and in the exercise of legal power and authority.  They that resist them, in this sense, shall receive to themselves damnation, i.e.:  punishment; either temporal, or by the hand of the magistrate himself, who has it in his power to punish mutiny, sedition, and insurrection, and any opposition to him in the just discharge of his duty.  Or, their punishment may be at the hand of God, in righteous Judgment, for their disobedience to an ordinance of God’s, as in the case of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, who opposed themselves both to the civil and sacred government of the people of Israel, Numbers 26:9-11; and were swallowed up alive in the earth, Numbers 26:10.  Or, this speaks of eternal punishment, unless the Grace of God prevents, for "the blackness of darkness is reserved for ever," Jude 1:13, for such persons, who, among other of their characters, are said to "despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities," Jude 1:8.  This is another argument persuading to subjection to magistrates.  The inalienable right of all subjects to endeavor to alter or improve the form of government under which they live is left untouched here. 
3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.

Note:  So far as we lawfully may: for if unlawful things are commanded to us as Christians to follow, which if contrary to God's Law, we must answer as the Apostle Peter teaches us, "It is better to obey God than men."  Acts 5:28-30   We are never taught to follow man, any man, including those who rule over us as they cause us to Worship God falsely, or which would cause a Christian to deny His conscious to follow man's law, or more importantly God's Law.  No matter who the Power, if they are opposed to God, we are Called NOT to follow, for "We ought to obey God rather than men".   Daniel 3:1-30.
Daniel 3:14-30

Daniel 3:14; Daniel 3:18 The King of Kings, 14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?  18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

Thus, it follows that he who seeks to break down the higher powers government is fighting the ordinance of God, and shall be liable to punishment. This implies a loyal submission to the forms of government over us.  It does not imply, however, that we shall obey wicked magistrates when they command us to disobey God, His Laws, or His Word.

Romans 13:5-7
5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.
6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.
7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.


Isaiah 1:1-20
1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.
4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.
5 Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.
7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.
8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city.
9 Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.
Note:  www.alemattec.com/The Lord of Hosts the God of Israel, I AM HE, the Lord thy God, I AM the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Lord God, Jehovah God.doc, Romans 9:29; James 5:4.

10 Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.

12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.

16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;

17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.
Isaiah 29:15
15 Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?


Note:  Woe in the Hebrew means, Expressing usually dissatisfaction and pain.  Therefore, I will ease me of my adversaries.  (Woe is a Divine curse, being cursed of God).

Isaiah 5:20-21
20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

Note:  Woe in the Hebrew means, Expressing usually dissatisfaction and pain.  Therefore, I will ease me of my adversaries.  (Woe is a Divine curse, being cursed of God).
Ezekiel 5:16-17
16 When I shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for their destruction, and which I will send to destroy you: and I will increase the famine upon you, and will break your staff of bread:

17 So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee: and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the Lord have spoken it.


Deuteronomy 6:17-19
17 Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee.

18 And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the Lord: that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers.

19 To cast out all thine enemies from before thee, as the Lord hath spoken.

Psalm 1:1-6
1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

4 The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.

5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.


Psalm 2:1-12
1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying,

3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.

7 I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.

10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.

2 Chronicles 7:13-14
13 If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people;

14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

My questions are these to Christians, 1:)  If this is not the cause, then what is?  2.)  If this is not the time, then when?

The Apostle Paul, when his liberty was being threatened appealed to civil authorities:  Governor, King, and even unto Caesar himself.

Acts 25:1-27
1  Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he ascended from Caesarea to Jerusalem.

2 Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, and besought him,

3 And desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill him.

4 But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself would depart shortly thither.

5 Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with me, and accuse this man, if there be any wickedness in him.

6 And when he had tarried among them more than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea; and the next day sitting on the judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought.

7 And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove.

8 While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have I offended any thing at all.
9 But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me?

10 Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest.

Note: The seat on which Festus sat is called Caesar's judgment seat, because it was in a Roman court of judicature, and because Festus, who filled it, represented Caesar himself, where the Apostle Paul declared he ought to be judged -- being a Roman citizen, and not judged at Jerusalem by the Sanhedrim of the Jews, who had nothing to do with him. 

11 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.
Note: To this the Apostle Paul was induced, partly by the conduct of the Governor, who seemed inclined to favor the Jews, and partly by the knowledge he might have of their intention to lie in wait for him, should he go up to Jerusalem. Chiefly by the vision the Apostle Paul had which assured him that he must bear witness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth at Rome, Acts 23:1-35. 
12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go.

13 And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus.

14 And when they had been there many days, Festus declared Paul's cause unto the king, saying, There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix:
15 About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against him.

16 To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have licence to answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him.

17 Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay on the morrow I sat on the judgment seat, and commanded the man to be brought forth.

18 Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought none accusation of such things as I supposed:

19 But had certain questions against him of their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.

20 And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters.
21 But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto the hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar.
22 Then Agrippa said unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. To morrow, said he, thou shalt hear him.
23 And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and was entered into the place of hearing, with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, at Festus' commandment Paul was brought forth.

24 And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with us, ye see this man, about whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying that he ought not to live any longer.

25 But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy of death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I have determined to send him.
26 Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord. Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after examination had, I might have somewhat to write.

27 For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the crimes laid against him.

Acts 28:11-20
11 And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux.

12 And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days.

13 And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: and after one day the south wind blew, and we came the next day to Puteoli:

14 Where we found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days: and so we went toward Rome.

15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage.

16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him.
17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.

18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death in me.
19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had ought to accuse my nation of.
20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.

The Apostle Paul, when his liberty was being threatened appealed to civil authorities: Governor, King, and even unto Caesar himself.
When Christian's and their children's liberty to freely Worship God are threatened -- Christian's too have the right, under God's Word, to appeal to the civil authorities.
If this is not the cause, then what is? If this is not the time, then when?
Update:  America
Missouri 'Religious Freedom' Bill Defeated In House Committee Vote
April 27, 20164:58 PM ET

http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/04/27/475925476/missouri-religious-freedom-bill-defeated-in-house-committee-vote
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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