Matthew 3:9

We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

God is able to raise up these stones – stony hearts, raise them up as True Worshipers, that is, Children of Abraham counted as the seed.

Jeremiah 23:29

29Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?

indeed it has different effects on different objects, as fire, which hardens some things and softens others; 

2 Corinthians 2:16

16To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things?

moreover, it may be compared to fire for its purifying, separating, and trying nature: as fire purifies gold and silver, and separates the dross, and tries the metal, and shows it what it is; so the Gospel tries men's principles, and discovers what they are, and separates one from another: and also for its consuming nature; it opposes, weakens, and burns up the worst in man, his lusts and corruptions, which it teaches him to deny; and the best in man, all his holiness and righteousness he depended upon; and it burns up the chaff of false doctrine and human inventions.

God’s Word is also like a hammer [that] breaketh the rock in pieces? to which the heart of man may be compared, being hardened by sin, confirmed in it; destitute of spiritual life; stupid and senseless; stubborn and inflexible; on which no impressions are made, and is impenitent and inflexible; 

Zechariah 7:12

12Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts.

Now the Word of the Lord, in the hand of the Holy Spirit, is a means of breaking such hard hearts, and taking away the Obduracy and hardness of them; there is a legal contrition of it, through the Law part of His Word, by which there is a knowledge of sin, and the soul is wounded with a sense of it, and sore broken, but without any view of pardon, righteousness, and salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ; and there is an evangelical contrition or brokenness of heart, through the Gospel part of the Word, by means of which the stony heart is not only broken, but melted and dissolved into true evangelical repentance for sin, through the discoveries of a Savior bruised and broken for its sin, and through a view of free and full pardon by His blood alone, and justification by His righteousness alone. Now the Word itself is only an instrument; it is not the efficient cause of all this; as a hammer is but an instrument, and a passive one, for it can do nothing of itself; it must be taken up and used by a powerful hand, or it can do no execution; for, what is a hammer without a hand? Therefore, the Gospel is only an instrument in the hand of, the Lord Jesus Christ; but when he takes it into His own hand, and strikes with it, it will break the hardest heart in pieces, and make a stony heart a heart of flesh.

Ezekiel 36:26

26A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.

Jeremiah 23:30

30Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words every one from his neighbour.,.... The false prophets, with whom the Lord was displeased; He set himself against them, and was determined to bring wrath and ruin on them.

Luke 12:49

49I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already kindled?

Matthew 3:7-12

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

8Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 

9And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

10And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

11I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 

12Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

Matthew 3: 9 above, “ . . . for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones (stoney hearts) to raise up children unto Abraham. (My words in parenthesis).

Hebrews 12:6

6For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.

For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,.... All men are not the objects of God's love, only a special people, the Elect of God, whom He has Chosen in Christ Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world;

Ephesians 1:4-12

4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 

6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

7In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 

8Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 

9Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

10That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

These Elect are the ones for whom He has given His Only Begotten Son, when they were yet sinners and enemies; whom He quickens and calls by His Grace, He then justifies, pardons, and accepts in Christ Jesus; and whom He causes to love Him; these He loves them with an everlasting and unchangeable love, and in a free and sovereign way, without any regard to any motive or condition in them. Now these are chastened by Him, and loved while they are chastened; their chastening is in love, as appears from the nature of God's love to them, which changes not;

Lamentations 3:21-23

21This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 

22It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 

23They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.

Malachi 3:5-6

5And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. 

6For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.

Yes, and from the nature of chastening itself; which is that of a father; from the divine supports granted under it; from the ends of it, which are, among others, that they might be more and more partakers of His Holiness, and not be condemned with the world; and from the issue of it, which is a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.

Christians should not faint under their trials. Though their enemies and persecutors may be instruments to inflict sufferings, yet they are Divine chastisements; their heavenly Father has his hand in all, and his wise end to answer by all. They must not make light of afflictions, and be without feeling under them, for they are the hand and rod of God, and are his rebukes for sin. They must not despond and sink under trials, nor fret and repine, but bear up with faith and patience. God may let others alone in their sins, but he will correct sin in his own children. In this he acts as becomes a father. Our earthly parents sometimes may chasten us, to gratify their passion, rather than to reform our manners. But the Father of our souls never willingly grieves nor afflicts his children. It is always for our profit. Our whole life here is a state of childhood, and imperfect as to spiritual things; therefore we must submit to the discipline of such a state. When we come to a perfect state, we shall be fully reconciled to all God's chastisement of us now. God's correction is not condemnation; the chastening may be borne with patience, and greatly promote holiness. Let us then learn to consider the afflictions brought on us by the malice of men, as corrections sent by our wise and gracious Father, for our spiritual good.

Ezekiel 33:11

11Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

Ezekiel 18:21

21But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.

Ezekiel 18:23-24

23Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live? 

24But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.

Aren't we glad as True Worshipers of the Lord Jesus Christ that we are under Grace, and are not righteous, having to be self-righteous, by keeping His Law? Since under God's Law, you loose all of your righteousness if you sin as a wicked man does. The ordinances of the Law are taken away by His Righteousness, and God has nailed our sins and unrighteousness to the Cross, and imputed His Righteousness to us. Believers are MADE righteousness by God's Grace alone.

Colossians 2:13-15

13And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

14Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

15And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

2 Peter 3:9

9The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Do all men come to repentance? No, so that all cannot men that it is God’s Will (willing) than any should perish. If so, then God cannot perform His own will if it means all men individually. The word in the Hebrew can mean everyone individually, but it can also, and does, mean some of all types which make up then a certain group – the Elect of God.

The word all in 2 Peter 3:9 is the Greek word pas. Strong’s #3956.

individually 

each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone, all things, everything 

collectively 

some of all types 

... "the whole world has gone after him" Did all the world go after the Lord Jesus Christ? No. "then went all Judea, and were baptized of Him in Jordan." Was all Judea, or all Jerusalem, baptized in Jordan? 

Mark 1:4-5

4John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 

5And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.

"Ye are of God,little children", and the whole world lieth in the wicked one". Does the whole world there mean everybody? The words "world" and "all" are used in some seven or eight senses in Holy Scripture, and it is very rarely the "all" means all persons, taken individually. The words are generally used to signify that Christ has redeemed some of all sorts-- some Jews, some Gentiles, some rich, some poor, which are the Elect, and has not restricted His redemption to either Jew or Gentile.

By the Lord Jesus Christ’s own words, we see that the word ALL does not mean every single person individually:

Matthew 7:22-23 

22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Hebrews 2:9-12

9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 

10For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

11For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, 

12Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.

Hebrews 2:9 above . . . the word “every” is the Greek word pas:

The word every (every man) in Hebrews 2:9 is the Greek word pas. Strong’s #3956.

individually 

each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone, all things, everything 

collectively 

some of all types 

Now in Hebrews 2:10, we see that every man mentioned in the previous verse (Hebrews 2:9) cannot mean everyone individually, because in verse 10 . . . in bringing many sons unto glory, . . .

Not all are sons, but those within a group, God’s Elect.

Romans 9:6-33

6Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 

7Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 

8That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed. 

9For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a son. 

10And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; 

11(For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

12It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

13As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

14What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 

16So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

17For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 

18Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 

19Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 

20Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 

21Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 

22What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

23And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 

24Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 

25As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved. 

26And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living God. 

27Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 

28For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth. 

29And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha. 

30What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 

31But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 

32Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 

33As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

John 10:2-4

2But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 

3To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 

4And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

Romans 8:10-39

10And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

11But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

12Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 

13For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

14For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

15For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

16The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

17And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

18For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

19For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

20For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 

21Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

22For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 

23And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

24For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 

25But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. 

26Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

27And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

28And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

31What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

32He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 

33Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

34Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 

37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

38For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

39Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Paul (<:’)

Jesus first!

