Matthew 24:1-51

1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.

2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?

4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.

5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.

9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.

10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.

11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.

12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)

16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:

17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:

18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.

19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!

20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:

21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.

23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.

24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

25 Behold, I have told you before.

26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not.

27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.

29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:

30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:

33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.

34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.

Note:  The generation of a man is 70 years.  The Apostle John lived into his 90s, and had not passed away during the Tribulation of those days, the siege and overthrow of Jerusalem, the destruction of the Temple, and the end of the Jews Priesthood:

(Psalm 90:10
10 The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.)

Note:  When God speaks, His Words are forever, and He wrote them in a Book, the Holy Bible, to use as a Witness of Himself forever.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is God, the very Son of God, and His Words stand forever, for all eternity . . .

35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.

36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.

37 But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,

39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.

43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.

44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?

46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.

47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.

48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;

49 And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;

50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,

51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



Note:  The pagan Roman armies were fittingly called the abomination of desolation, because, being heathen armies, they were an abomination to the Jews, and because they brought desolation upon the country. The sight of them, therefore, became the appointed sign for Christians to quit the city immediately, flee!
Abomination in the Hebrew means:  a detestable thing, abominable.  Abominable means:  repugnantly hateful, detestable, loathsome, distasteful, objectionable, offensive, i.e.:  a repugnant smell.  Opposed or contrary in nature or character.

22And except the Lord had shortened the days, no flesh would have been saved. (Matthew 24:22 above.) Since the Lord is speaking to the Jews, this means that if God had not shortened the siege and restrained the pagan Romans, they would have exterminated the Jewish race.  However, for the Elect's sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days. Since the term "Elect" means either the True Jews or Christians . . .

Mark 13:22
22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.

Mark 13:27
27 And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.

Note:  The Elect directly above means Christians.  It also is used of True Israel, meaning that God spared a remnant of the Jewish people, because He had Covenanted with the Patriarchs that they should be His "Chosen" people, as the Jews are also God's Elect:

Romans 11:28-29

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the father's sakes.

29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

Note:  This generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled. Some hold that "all these things," in verse Matthew 24, verses 33 and 34 (above), refer only to what was said concerning the fall of Jerusalem, ending with verse 28 of Matthew 24. Others have contended that the phrase includes the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth for His Elect, but refers directly to the end of Jerusalem, which was a "type" of the end of the world. I believe, rather, that "all these things" embraces all that has thus far been Prophesied, and that "this generation" means the Jewish race (people) as a whole, instead of only those then living. 

The Greek word is used in the sense of race in the Greek classics, and as examples of such use in the New Testament, we look at:
Matthew 12:45
45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.
Luke 16:8
8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.
The above two Scriptures indicate a grouping, a people, as is used in the New Testament. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has described the awful end of the Jewish nation.  After such a destruction, and the scattering of the remnant to the ends of the earth, all the examples of history would declare that the Jewish race (people) would become extinct. The Lord Jesus Christ, however, declares that, contrary to all probability, it shall not pass away until He returns. They still exist, some 1878 years after the prediction, distinct, but without a country, until May, 1948. (Fall of Jerusalem 70 A.D.  Israel returns as a nation in 1948, therefore 1948 minus 70 = 1878). 

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth foretells more particularly the ruin that was coming upon the people of the Jews, their city, their Temple, and their nation, Matthew 24:15, (above, and below) etc . . . . Here He comes more closely to answering their questions concerning the desolation of the Temple; and what He said here, would be of use to ALL of His Disciples, both for their conduct and for their comfort, in reference to that great event, the Lord Jesus Christ describes the several steps of that calamity, such as are usual in war:
 
Matthew 24:15
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
 
Daniel 11:31
31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.

Daniel 12:1-13
1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.
2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.
4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.
5 Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on this side of the bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river.
6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?
7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.
8 And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?
9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.
10 Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.
11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.
Note:  From the time that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth by His sacrifice of Himself will take away the daily sacrifices and ceremonies of the Law, thus destroying the Jewish Priesthood.  The Jews today have no Priesthood, simply Rabbis, teachers.

12 Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.
13 But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.
 
Matthew 24:4-16
4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.
5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.
8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.
9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.
10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.
11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.
13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
Note:  Desolation in the Greek here means:  desolation (desecration) that results from being cut off (isolated), to lay waste, desolation, devastation.
16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:
Note:  It is plainly understood that Jerusalem is in question in the passage, and its vicinity, for they that are in Judea are commanded to flee into the mountains. The Disciples who shall be there at that time are to pray that their flight may not be on a Sabbath day-an additional testimony that it is the Jews who are the subject of this Prophecy, not Christians as Christians keep the first day of the week, Sunday for Worship not the Sabbath as does the Jews.  A testimony also of the tender care which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth takes of those who are His, thinking even in the midst of these unparalleled events, of whether it would be wintry weather at the time of their flight.

Besides this, other circumstances prove, if further proof were needed, that it is the Jewish remnant who are in question, and not the assembly of the Christian Church. We know that all Born Again Believers are to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 
1 Thessalonians 4:17
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Likewise, they will afterwards return with Him. Here, though there will be false Christs on the earth, and people will say, "He is here in the wilderness," "He is there in the secret chambers." However, the Saints who shall be caught up and return with the Lord have nothing at all to do with false Christs on earth, since they will go up to the Heaven to be with Him there, (is this when the Christians are Judged for their reward, not condemnation; as there is no condemnation for those who are the True Worshipers, the Elect of God, Born Again Believers,) before He returns to the earth.  Not only are the Elect not condemned, but God simply does NOT remember our sins, therefore the judgment for Christians is not for condemnation, but for reward.
1 Peter 4:17
17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

Revelation 11:18
18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.

Romans 8:1
8 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Psalm 103:12
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

Hebrews 8:12
12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.

Hebrews 10:17
17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.

Note:  It is easy to understand, though, that the Jews, who are expecting earthly deliverance, should be liable to such temptations, and that they should be deceived by them unless kept by God Himself.

The pagan Romans setting up the abomination of desolation in the Holy place.  Some understand by this an image, or statue, set up in the Temple by some of the Roman Governors, which was very offensive to the Jews, which provoked them to rebel, and so brought the wrath of Rome and the desolation upon them. The image of Jupiter Olympius, which Antiochus caused to be set upon the Altar of God, is called Bdelygma ereµmoµseoµs—The abomination of desolation.  (See the Roman Catholic “church,” with their idol of Jupiter, supposedly the Apostle Peter).  www.alemattec.com/_picture_Daniel 9 and Revelation . . . .htm
Antiochus Epiphanes serves as a foreshadowing of the antichrist to come in the days ahead. Many Old Testament types pointing to end time fulfillment's are first in the natural realm and second in the spiritual realm, so we may see the spiritual temple defiled in these days.
www.alemattec.com/MOST IMPORTANT --  Egyptian sun Worship, Roman Catholic church, and Islam (Muslims) . . . with Bush, Obama, Palin, NWO, CFR, a few more false teachers . . .  .doc
www.Alemattec.com/Movie_Most_Important.htm
Prophecies concerning the antichrist, when Antiochus Epiphanes, sacrificed a pig to Jupiter on the Alter of the Jewish Temple.
Since their captivity in Babylon, nothing was, nor could be, more distasteful to the Jews than an image in the Holy place, as appeared by the mighty opposition they made when the Emperor Caligula offered to set up his statue there, which would have been of fatal consequence, if it had not been prevented, and the matter accommodated, by the conduct of Petronius (Gaius Petronius Arbiter was a Roman courtier during the reign of Nero).  Herod the Great did set up a symbol of a Roman Eagle over the Temple-gate.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_the_Great
4 B.C. – Young disciples smashed the golden eagle over the main entrance of the Temple of Jerusalem after the Pharisee teachers claimed it was an idolatrous Roman symbol. Herod arrested them, brought them to court, and sentenced them. Augustus approved the death penalty for Antipater. Herod then executed his own son.
Titus destroyed the Temple in 70 A.D., then set up a  statue of himself in the Temple.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titus
Luke 21:20
20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.
A parallel verse  above . . . “And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies . . . Jerusalem was the Holy City, Canaan the Holy Land, Mount Moriah, is the name given to a mountain range spoken of in Genesis 22:2, in which context Moriah as the name of the specific mountain at which this occurred, rather than just the name of the range.  Moriah lay about Jerusalem, and its nearness to the Temple was thought in particular as Holy ground.  The country lying round about Jerusalem, where the Roman army was encamped, was the abomination that made desolate. The land of an enemy is said to be the land which thou abhorrest:
Isaiah 7:16
16 For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.
Note:  Therefore, an occupying enemy's army to a weak, but willful people, can certainly be called the abomination. Now this is said to be spoken of by the Prophet Daniel, who spoke more plainly of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Kingdom, more than any of the other Old estament Prophets. The Prophet Daniel speaks of an abomination making desolate, which should be set up by Antiochus:

Daniel 11:31
31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.
Daniel 12:11
11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.
Daniel 9:1-27
1In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans;
2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.
3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:
4 And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;
5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:
6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.
7 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee.
8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.
9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him;
10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets.
11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him.
12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.
13 As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth.
14 Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the Lord our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.
15 And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly.
16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us.
17 Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake.
18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.
19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.
20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God;
21 Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.
22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.
23 At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.
24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.
25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

Note:  Armies of idolaters may well be called abominable armies; and some think, the tumults, insurrections, and abominable factions and seditions, in the city and Temple, may at least be taken in as part of the abomination making desolate. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth refers them to that Prophecy of Daniel, that they might see how the ruin of their city and their Temple was spoken of in the Old Testament, which would both confirm the Prophet Daniel’s prophecy, and take off the smell of it. The Jews might likewise gather the time, and see how prophecy was unfolding.  Soon after the cutting off of Messiah the prince; the sin that procured it—their rejecting him, and the certainty of it—it is a desolation predetermined. As the Lord Jesus Christ by His precepts confirmed the Law, so by His Prophecies He confirmed the prophecies of the Old Testament, and it will be of good use to compare both together.

The Lord Jesus Christ inserts this memorandum concerning this Prophecy:
Matthew 24:15
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:).
Note:  Those that read the Holy Scriptures, should labor to understand the Scriptures, else their reading is to little purpose;  as we cannot use that which we do not understand. 
Acts 8:30
30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?
John 5:39
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.
 
Note:  The Angel that delivered this Prophecy to Daniel, commanded that the Prophet Daniel was “ . . . to know and understand, . . .” :
Daniel 9:25
25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
 
Note:  We must not despair of understanding even dark Prophecies; the great New Testament Prophecy is called a Revelation, not a secret. Now things revealed belong to us, and therefore must be humbly and diligently searched into. Let a man understand, not only the Holy Scriptures which speak of those things, but be like the children of Issachar who by the Scriptures did understand the times:
1 Chronicles 12:32
32 And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment.

Let a man observe, and take notice; so some read it; let him be assured, that, notwithstanding the vain hopes with which the deluded people feed themselves, the abominable armies will make desolate.

The means of preservation which thinking men should have been made to understand:
 
Matthew 24:16-20
16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:

17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:

18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.

19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!

20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:
Note:  Then let them which are in Judea, flee!  Then conclude there is no other way to help yourselves than by fleeing for your life! We may understand this,

 (1.) As a prediction of the ruin itself; that it should be irresistible; that it would be impossible for the stoutest hearts to make head against it, or contend with it, but they must have recourse to the very last man, woman, and child to get out of the way!  Flee!  It bespeaks that which the Prophet Jeremiah so much insisted upon, but in vain, when Jerusalem was besieged by the Chaldeans, that it would be to no purpose to resist, but that it was their wisdom to yield and capitulate.  So, also here the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, to show how fruitless it would be to stand it out, bids everyone make the best of his way quickly out to save their lives..

 (2.) We may take it as a direction to the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ what to do.  Also, what not to do.  Not to say, that they could try and gather a confederacy with those who fought and warred against the pagan Romans for the preservation of their city and nation, only that they might consume the wealth of both upon their own lusts which was the case with the struggles of the Jews against the Roman power, some years before their final overthrow.  Instead, let them acquiesce in the decree that was gone forth, and with all speed quit the city and country, as they would quit a falling house or a sinking ship, as Lot quit Sodom (was made to by the Angel,) and Israel the tents of Dathan and Abiram.  Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth shows them:

Whither they must flee—from Judea to the mountains; not the mountains round about Jerusalem, but those in the remote corners of the land, which would be some shelter to them, not so much by their strength as by their secrecy. Israel is said to be scattered upon the mountains:
2 Chronicles 18:16
16 Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and the Lord said, These have no master; let them return therefore every man to his house in peace.
 

Hebrews 11:32-38
32 And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:
33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions.
34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:
36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:
37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;
38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

Note:  It would be safer among the lions' dens, and the mountains of the leopards, than among the seditious Jews or the enraged pagan Romans. In times of imminent peril and danger, it is not only lawful, but our duty, to seek our own preservation by all good and honest means.  If God, therefore, opens a door of escape, we ought to make our escape, otherwise we do not trust God, but tempt Him. There may be a time when even those that are in Judea, where God is known, and His Name is Mighty and He is esteemed a Great and might King, must flee to the mountains; and while we only go out of the way of danger, not out of the way of duty, we must trust God to provide a dwelling for his outcasts:
Isaiah 16:4-5
4 Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land.
5 And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness.

Note:  In times of public calamity, when it is manifest that we cannot be serviceable at home and may be safe abroad, God’s Providence calls us to make our escape. He that flees, live to possibly save another for all eternity through our witness.

What haste they must make . . .  flee!
Matthew 24:17-18
17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:

18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.
Note:  Their life will be in danger, in imminent danger, the scourge will slay suddenly; and therefore he that is on the house-top, when the alarm comes, let him NOT come down into the house, to look after his effects there, but go the nearest way down, to make his escape hurriedly, flee! So that he that shall be in the field, will find it his wisest course to run immediately, and not return to fetch his clothes or the wealth of his house, for two reasons:

First, because the time which would be taken up in packing up his things, would delay his flight. When death is at the door, delays are dangerous; it was the charge to Lot, “Look not behind thee”.
Genesis 19:17
17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.
Note:  Those that are convinced of the misery of a sinful state, and the ruin that attends them in that state, and, consequently, of the necessity of their fleeing to the Rock of safety, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, must take heed, lest, after all these convictions, they perish eternally by delays. Secondly, because the carrying of his clothes, and his other movables and valuables with him, would but burden him, and clog his flight. The Syrians, in their flight, cast away their garments:
2 Kings 7:15
15 And they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, all the way was full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king.
Note:  At such a time, we must be thankful if our lives be given us for a prey, though we can save nothing:

Jeremiah 45:1-5
1 The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying,
2 Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, unto thee, O Baruch:
3 Thou didst say, Woe is me now! for the Lord hath added grief to my sorrow; I fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest.
4 Thus shalt thou say unto him, The Lord saith thus; Behold, that which I have built will I break down, and that which I have planted I will pluck up, even this whole land.
5 And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not: for, behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the Lord: but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest.
 
Life is more than meat:
Matthew 6:25
25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

Note:  Those who were least who had nothing, were safest in their flight.  A penniless traveler can lose nothing by robbers. It was to His Own Disciples that the Lord Jesus Christ recommended this forgetfulness of their house and clothes.  The Lord Jesus Christ told them that this is not their home, but their habitation is in heaven, their treasure is there, and their inheritance was such there that the enemy could not plunder them.


Now those to whom the Lord Jesus Christ  spoke did not live to see this dismal day, none of all the twelve but the Apostle John only; they needed not to be hidden in the mountains (as the Lord Jesus Christ hid them in Heaven), but they left the direction to their successors in profession, to the Elders and Deacons of Christ’s Church, who pursued it, and it was of use to them; for when the Christians in Jerusalem and Judea saw the ruin coming on, they all retired to a town called Pella, on the other side Jordan, where they were safe.  So that of the many thousands that perished in the destruction of Jerusalem, there was not so much as one Christian who died.
Thus the prudent man foresees the evil, and hides himself:
Proverbs 22:3
3 A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are punished.
 
As did Noah, having been warned by God, prepared an Ark to the saving of his house . . .
 

Hebrews 11:7
7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.
This warning, in Matthew 24, was not kept private. Matthew's Gospel was published long before that destruction, so that others, i.e:  Christians might have taken the advantage of it; but the Jews perishing through their unbelief of this, was a figure of their eternal perishing through their unbelief of the warnings by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Who gave them concerning the wrath to come.

Whom it would go hard with at that time, that is, who would suffer the most:
Matthew 24:19
19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!

To this same event that saying of the Lord Jesus Christ at His death refers:
Luke 23:29
29 For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck.
Note:  Happy are they that have no children to see them murdered.  Most unhappy are they whose wombs are then bearing, their paps then giving suck.  They of all others will be in the most melancholy circumstances. First, to them the famine would be most grievous, when they should see the tongue of the sucking child cleaving to the roof of his mouth for thirst, and themselves by the calamity made more cruel than the sea monsters:
Lamentations 4:3
3 Even the sea monsters draw out the breast, they give suck to their young ones: the daughter of my people is become cruel, like the ostriches in the wilderness.
To them the sword would be most terrible, when in the hand of worse than brutal rage. It is a dreadful midwifery, when the women full with child come to be ripped up by the enraged conqueror:
2 Kings 15:16
16 Then Menahem smote Tiphsah, and all that were therein, and the coasts thereof from Tirzah: because they opened not to him, therefore he smote it; and all the women therein that were with child he ripped up.
 
Hosea 13:16
16 Samaria shall become desolate; for she hath rebelled against her God: they shall fall by the sword: their infants shall be dashed in pieces, and their women with child shall be ripped up.
 
Amos 1:13
13 Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might enlarge their border:
 
Or, their children brought forth to their murderer:
 

Hosea 9:13
13 Ephraim, as I saw Tyrus, is planted in a pleasant place: but Ephraim shall bring forth his children to the murderer.
Note:  Ephraim shall bring forth his children to the murderer; to sacrifice them to Moloch, as some of the Jews did, as they of the house of Ephraim have sinned in slaying their children to the service of idols.   Or, when their enemies shall come against them, as the Assyrian army, they shall go out with their sons to fight with them, and their children shall be destroyed and murdered by them; it will be like leading lambs to the slaughter to be butchered and devoured by them.
To them also the flight would be most afflictive,; the women with child cannot make haste, or go far; the sucking child cannot be left behind, or, if it should, can a woman forget it, that she should not have compassion on it? If it be carried along, it retards the mother's flight, and so exposes her life, and is in danger of Mephibosheth's fate, who was lamed by a fall he got in his nurse's flight:
2 Samuel 4:4
4And Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son that was lame of his feet. He was five years old when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, and fled: and it came to pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.

Note:  What they should pray against at that time?  That your flight be not in the winter, nor on the Sabbath day.   In general, it becomes Christ's disciples, in times of public trouble and calamity, to be much in prayer; that is a salve for every sore, never out of season, but in a special manner seasonable when we are distressed on every side.  Here, though, there is no remedy but you must flee, the decree is gone forth, so that God will not be entreated to take away His wrath, no, not if Noah, Daniel, and Job, stood before Him. Let it suffice thee, speak no more of that matter, but labor to make the best of that which is; and when you cannot in faith pray that you may not be forced to flee, yet pray that the circumstances of it may be graciously ordered, that, though the cup may not pass from you, yet the extremity of the judgment may be prevented.
http://www.alemattec.com/The Cup.doc
God the Father has the disposing of the circumstances of all events, which sometimes make a great change one way or other; and therefore our eyes must be ever toward him. The Lord Jesus Christ's bidding them pray for this favor, intimates His purpose of granting it to them; and in a general calamity we must not overlook a circumstantial kindness, but see and own wherein it might have been worse. The Lord Jesus Christ still bids His disciples to pray for themselves and their friends, that, whenever they were forced to flee, it might be in the most convenient time.

When trouble is coming, at still at a great distance, it is good to lay in a stock of prayers beforehand.  They were told they must pray, that their flight, if it were the Will of God, might not be in the winter, when the days are short, the weather cold, the ways dirty, and therefore traveling was very uncomfortable, especially for whole families. The Apostle Paul hastens Timothy to come to him before winter:
2 Timothy 4:21
21 Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren.
Though the ease of the body is not to be the main consideration, it ought to be duly considered; though we must take what God sends, and when He sends it, yet we may pray against bodily inconveniences, and are encouraged to do so, in that the Lord God is for His body, the Church. Secondly, that it might not be on the Sabbath day; not on the Jewish Sabbath, because traveling then would give offence to them who were angry with the disciples for plucking the ears of corn on the day.  Not on the Christian Sabbath, which is the first day of the week, Sunday, because being forced to travel on the day would be a grief to themselves. 
The greatness of the troubles which should immediately ensue:
Matthew 24:21
21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.
Note:  Then shall be great tribulation; then when the measure of iniquity is full; then when the servants of God are sealed and secured, then come the troubles; nothing can be done against Sodom till Lot is entered into Zoar, and then fire and brimstone came immediately. There shall be great tribulation. Great, indeed, when within the city plague and famine raged, and (worse than either) faction and division, so that every man's sword was against his fellow; then and there it was that the hands of the pitiful women flayed their own children. Without the city was the pagan Roman army ready to swallow them up, with a particular rage against them, not only as Jews, but as rebellious Jews. War was by which the Jews were ruined.  Besides war there were famine and pestilence in extremity. Josephus's History of the Wars of the Jews, has in it more tragic passages than perhaps any history whatsoever.

It was a desolation unparalleled, such as was not since the beginning of the world, nor ever shall be. Many a city and kingdom has been made desolate, but never any with a desolation like this. Let not daring sinners think that God has done His worst, as He can heat the furnace seven times and yet seven times hotter, and will, when He sees greater and still greater abominations. The pagan Romans, when they destroyed Jerusalem, were degenerated from the honor and virtue of their ancestors, which had made even their victories easy to the vanquished.  The willfulness and obstinacy of the Jews themselves contributed much to the increase of the tribulation. No wonder that the ruin of Jerusalem was an unparalleled ruin, when the sin of Jerusalem was an unparalleled sin—even their crucifying the very Son of God, the Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The nearer any people are to God in profession and privileges, the greater and heavier will His judgments be upon them, if they abuse those privileges, and be false to that profession:
 

Amos 3:1-2
3 Hear this word that the Lord hath spoken against you, O children of Israel, against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying,
2 You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.

It was a desolation which, if it should continue long, would be intolerable, so that no flesh should be saved:
Matthew 24:22

22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.

Note:  So triumphantly would death ride, in so many dismal shapes, and with such attendants, that there would be no escaping, but, first or last, all would be cut off. He that escaped one sword, would fall by another:
Isaiah 24:17
17 Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth.
 

Isaiah 24:18
18 And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake.
Note:  The computation which Josephus makes of those that were slain in several places, amounts to above two millions. No flesh shall be saved; he doth not say, "No soul shall be saved," for the destruction of the flesh may be for the saving of the spirit in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ; but temporal lives will be sacrificed so profusely, that one would think, if it last awhile, it would make a full end of all.
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In 66 the Jews of the Judaea Province revolted against the Roman Empire. Cestius Gallus, the legate of Syria, was defeated at the battle of Beth-Horon and forced to retreat from Jerusalem.[17] The pro-Roman king Agrippa II and his sister Berenice fled the city to Galilee where they later gave themselves up to the Romans.[18]
Nero appointed Vespasian to put down the rebellion, who was dispatched to the region at once with the fifth and tenth legions.[18] He was later joined by Titus at Ptolemais, bringing with him the fifteenth legion.[19] With a strength of 60,000 professional soldiers, the Romans prepared to sweep across Galilee and march on Jerusalem.[19]
The history of the war was covered in dramatic detail by the Roman-Jewish historian Josephus in his work The Wars of the Jews. Josephus served as a commander in the city of Jotapata when the Roman army invaded Galilee in 67. After an exhausting siege which lasted 47 days, the city fell, with an estimated 40,000 killed and the remaining Jewish resistance committing suicide.[20]
Surviving a group suicide, Josephus surrendered to Vespasian and became a prisoner. He later wrote that he provided the Romans with intelligence on the ongoing revolt.[21] By 68, the entire coast and the north of Judaea were subjugated by the Roman army, with decisive victories won at Taricheae and Gamala, where Titus distinguished himself as a skilled general.[15]
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Siege of Jerusalem
Meanwhile the Jews had become embroiled in a civil conflict of their own, splitting the resistance in the city among two factions; the Sicarii led by Simon Bar Giora, and the Zealots led by John of Gischala.[32] Titus seized the opportunity to begin the assault on Jerusalem. The Roman army was joined by the twelfth legion, which was previously defeated under Cestius Gallus, and from Alexandria Vespasian sent Tiberius Julius Alexander, governor of Ægyptus, to act as Titus's second in command.[33]
Titus surrounded the city, with three legions (Vth, XIIth and XVth) on the western side and one (Xth) on the Mount of Olives to the east. He put pressure on the food and water supplies of the inhabitants by allowing pilgrims to enter the city to celebrate Passover, and then refusing them egress. Jewish raids continuously harassed the Roman army, one of which nearly resulted in Titus being captured.[34]
After attempts by Josephus to negotiate a surrender had failed, the Romans resumed hostilities and quickly breached the first and second walls of the city.[35] To intimidate the resistance, Titus ordered deserters from the Jewish side to be crucified around the city wall.[36] By this time the Jews had been exhausted by famine, and when the weak third wall was breached, bitter street fighting ensued.[37]
The Romans finally captured the Antonia Fortress and began a frontal assault on the gates of the Temple.[38] According to Josephus, Titus had ordered that the Temple should not be destroyed,[39] but while the fighting around the gates continued, a soldier hurled a torch inside one of the windows, which quickly set the entire building ablaze.[40] The later Christian chronicler Sulpicius Severus, possibly drawing on a lost portion of Tacitus' Histories, claims that Titus favoured destruction of the Temple.[41] The Temple was completely demolished, after which Titus's soldiers proclaimed him imperator in honor of the victory.[42]
Jerusalem was sacked and much of the population killed or dispersed. Josephus claims that 1,100,000 people were killed during the siege, of which a majority were Jewish.[43] 97,000 were captured and enslaved, including Simon Bar Giora and John of Gischala.[43] Many fled to areas around the Mediterranean. Titus reportedly refused to accept a wreath of victory, as he claimed that he had not won the victory on his own, but had been the vehicle through which their God had manifested his wrath against his people.[44]

Note:  Here is one word of comfort in the midst of all this terror—that for the Elects' sake these days shall be shortened, not made shorter than what God had predetermined (for that which is determined, shall be poured upon the desolate):
Daniel 9:27
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
 
Note:  However, shorter than what God might have decreed if He had dealt with them according to their sins; shorter than what the enemy desired, who would have cut all off, if God who made use of them to serve His Own purpose had NOT set bounds to their wrath; shorter than one who judged by human probabilities would have imagined.  In times of common calamity God manifests his favor to the Elect remnant; His jewels, which He will then make up as His peculiar treasure, which He will. The shortening of calamities is a kindness God often grants for the Elects' sake. Instead of complaining that our afflictions last so long, if we consider our defects, we shall see reason to be thankful that they do not last always; when it is bad with us, it becomes us to say, "Blessed be God that it is no worse; blessed be God that it is not hell, endless and remediless misery . . .”  It was a lamenting Church that said, It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed; and it is for the sake of the Elect.
Now comes the repeated caution, which was opened before, to take heed of being ensnared by false Christs, and false Prophets:
Matthew 24:23-25
23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.

24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

25 Behold, I have told you before.
Those NOT of God would promise them deliverance, as the lying Prophets in Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Micah’s time, but would delude them:
 

Jeremiah 6:14
14 They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.
 

Jeremiah 8:11
11 For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.
 

Jeremiah 14:13-15
13 Then said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place.
14 Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.
15 Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed.
 

Jeremiah 23:16-17
16 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord.
17 They say still unto them that despise me, The Lord hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.
Jeremiah 27:15-16

15For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet they prophesy a lie in my name; that I might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the prophets that prophesy unto you.
16 Also I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the Lord; Hearken not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the vessels of the Lord's house shall now shortly be brought again from Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you.
 
Jeremiah 28:2
2 Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon.
 
Ezekiel 13:9
9And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.
 
Micah 3:5
5Thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that make my people err, that bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare war against him.


Note:  Times of great trouble are times of great temptation, and therefore we have need to double our guard then. If they shall say, here is the Christ, or there He is, that shall deliver us, do not heed them, it is all false talk; such a deliverance is not to be expected, as the Word of God has declared none, and therefore there is not such a deliverer.

Except the Lord had shortened the days, no flesh would have been saved. Since the Lord is speaking here to the Jews, this means that if God had not shortened the siege and restrained the pagan Romans, they would have completely exterminated the Jewish race.  God shortened the days for the Elect's sake, whom He Chose, to place His Mercy upon them, He therefore shortened the days. 

I believe, that "all these things" embraces all thus far predicted, and that "this generation" means the Jewish race as a whole, instead of only those then living at that time. The Greek word is used in the sense of race (a people).  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has described the awful end of the Jewish nation, as He had pronounced a curse on them and their Temple, and thus destroyed their Priesthood, for they did not know the time of their visitation by the Messiah, the Son of God, the Lord of Hosts, the great I AM HE, the Comforter of Israel, the Mighty God; after such a destruction and scattering of the remnant to the ends of the earth, all the examples of history would declare that the Jewish people would become all but extinct. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, however, declares that, contrary to all probability, it shall not pass away until his Second Coming.
Jeremiah 8:12
12 Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the Lord.
 

Jeremiah 10:15
15 They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish.
Jeremiah 46:21
21 Also her hired men are in the midst of her like fatted bullocks; for they also are turned back, and are fled away together: they did not stand, because the day of their calamity was come upon them, and the time of their visitation.
 

Jeremiah 48:44
44 He that fleeth from the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for I will bring upon it, even upon Moab, the year of their visitation, saith the Lord.
 

Jeremiah 50:27
27 Slay all her bullocks; let them go down to the slaughter: woe unto them! for their day is come, the time of their visitation.
Note:  Bullocks, means bulls, princes and mighty men.  Slay "all her mighty ones," compared to bullocks for their strength, fatness, and fierceness.
As an example:
Psalm 22:1-31
1 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?
2 O my God, I cry in the day time, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent.
3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.
4 Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.
5 They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded.
6 But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.
7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,
8 He trusted on the Lord that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.
9 But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts.
10 I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother's belly.
11 Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help.
12 Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round.
13 They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.
14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.
15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.
16 For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
17 I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.
18 They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.
19 But be not thou far from me, O Lord: O my strength, haste thee to help me.
20 Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog.
21 Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns.
22 I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.
23 Ye that fear the Lord, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel.
24 For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard.
25 My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear him.
26 The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the Lord that seek him: your heart shall live for ever.
27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.
28 For the kingdom is the Lord's: and he is the governor among the nations.
29 All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the dust shall bow before him: and none can keep alive his own soul.
30 A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation.
31 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done this.
 
This may well be applied to the slaughter of kings, captains, and mighty men, at the battle of Armageddon:
Revelation 19:18
18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.
 

Jeremiah 51:18
18 They are vanity, the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish.
 

Hosea 9:7
7 The days of visitation are come, the days of recompence are come; Israel shall know it: the prophet is a fool, the spiritual man is mad, for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great hatred.
Note:  Recompensation, or recompense means:  to repay someone.
 

Micah 7:4
4 The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity.
 

Luke 19:44
44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.
 

1 Peter 2:12
12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jerusalem_(70)
The account of Josephus described Titus as moderate in his approach and, after conferring with others, ordering that the thousand-year-old (at that time) Temple be spared. (Solomon's Temple dated to the 10th century BC, though the physical structure was Herod's Temple, about 90 years old at the time.) According to Josephus, the Roman soldiers grew furious with Jewish attacks and tactics and, against Titus' orders, set fire to an apartment adjacent to the Temple, which soon spread all throughout. However, Josephus may have written this in order to appease his coreligionists.

Josephus had acted as a mediator for the Romans and, when negotiations failed, witnessed the siege and aftermath. He wrote:

Now as soon as the army had no more people to slay or to plunder, because there remained none to be the objects of their fury (for they would NOT have spared any, had there remained any other work to be done), [Titus] Caesar gave orders that they should now demolish the entire city and Temple, but should leave as many of the towers standing as they were of the greatest eminence; that is, Phasaelus, and Hippicus, and Mariamne; and so much of the wall enclosed the city on the west side. This wall was spared, in order to afford a camp for such as were to lie in garrison [in the Upper City], as were the towers [the three forts] also spared, in order to demonstrate to posterity what kind of city it was, and how well fortified, which the Roman valor had subdued; but for all the rest of the wall [surrounding Jerusalem], it was so thoroughly laid even with the ground by those that dug it up to the foundation, that there was left nothing to make those that came thither believe it [Jerusalem] had ever been inhabited. This was the end which Jerusalem came to by the madness of those that were for innovations; a city otherwise of great magnificence, and of mighty fame among all mankind.[2]


 And truly, the very view itself was a melancholy thing; for those places which were adorned with trees and pleasant gardens, were now become desolate country every way, and its trees were all cut down. Nor could any foreigner that had formerly seen Judaea and the most beautiful suburbs of the city, and now saw it as a desert, but lament and mourn sadly at so great a change. For the war had laid all signs of beauty quite waste. Nor had anyone who had known the place before, had come on a sudden to it now, would he have known it again. But though he [a foreigner] were at the city itself, yet would he have inquired for it.[3]

Josephus claims that 1,100,000 people were killed during the siege, of which a majority were Jewish, and that 97,000 were captured and enslaved.

"The slaughter within was even more dreadful than the spectacle from without. Men and women, old and young, insurgents and Priests, those who fought and those who entreated mercy, were hewn down in indiscriminate carnage. The number of the slain exceeded that of the slayers. The legionaries had to clamber over heaps of dead to carry on the work of extermination."[5]

Many fled to areas around the Mediterranean. Titus reportedly refused to accept a wreath of victory, saying that the victory did not come through his own efforts but that he had merely served as an instrument of God's wrath.[6]
 
Matthew 24:1-14
1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.

2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?

4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.

5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.

9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.

10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.

11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.

12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.
 

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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