Men responsible for drawing the street plan of Washington, D.C.—Thomas Jefferson, Pierre L'Enfant, Andrew Ellicott and Benjamin Bannaker - free masons
Elliott Woods and James Hoban, two architects responsible for several important Washington, DC buildings, were freemasons is an historical fact.
The ten architects of the Capitol . . . two have been identified as freemasons: Thomas Ustick Walter who was a member of Columbia Lodge No. 91, Philadelphia, and Elliott Woods whose masonic affiliation has not been confirmed.
"The Rosicrucians, like the Freemasons, follow a particular philosophy known as hermeticism." By definition rosicrucians studied hermeticism, and probably so did a few freemasons.   (It is a religion.  Not Christian).
http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/nonfiction/documentary/riddles/notes.html
Official website of the Rosicrucian Order, AMORC, for North America. Develop your inner wisdom through our home study system of metaphysics and mysticism.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermeticism
Hermeticism or the Western Hermetic Tradition is a set of philosophical and religious beliefs[1] or gnosis based primarily upon the Hellenistic Egyptian pseudepigraphical writings attributed to Hermes Trismegistus who is the representation of the conflation of the Egyptian god Thoth with the Greek Hermes. These beliefs have heavily influenced the Western Esoteric Tradition and were considered to be of great importance during the Renaissance.[2]
Each year the Scottish Rite Research Society publishes a volume of insightful, scholarly, and thought-provoking articles on all aspects of Freemasonry, but with a general emphasis on the Scottish Rite. Past volumes include studies on biography, bibliography, the evolution and meaning of Masonic rituals, history, kabbalah, hermeticism, Masonic poetry, Prince Hall Affiliation, symbolism, and much more. Each volume is usually between 150-250 pages, and may be color illustrated. (One volume is sent free each year to dues-current Scottish Rite Research Society members.) 


Heredom n. [orig. unknown] 1. a significant word in "high degree" Freemasonry, from French Rose Croix rituals where it refers to a mythical mountain in Scotland, the legendary site of the first such Chapter. Possible explanations include: Hieros-domos, Greek for Holy House, Harodim, Hebrew for overseers; Heredum, Latin for of the heirs. 2. the annual transactions of the Scottish Rite Research Society. 
http://www.scottishrite.org/web/journal-files/Issues/Dec03/srrsawards.htm
 
http://www.freemasonnetwork.net/home
Dr. John MacArthur on Mystery Babylon the Great . . .
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIggOJAojN8

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yzLMSATKUg&feature=related"

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yzLMSATKUg&feature=related

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f74v4U7A9Y0&NR=1"



 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f74v4U7A9Y0&NR=1"
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f74v4U7A9Y0&NR=1
Here:  the Roman Catholic "church" who IS Mystery Babylon the Great . . .
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLcjCW_JK5w&feature=related

Dr. John MacArthur on the Roman Catholic "church" and Billy Graham
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNq4oZ71Hok&NR=1

Dr. John MacArthur "Obama is not a Christian."
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyjUFhiaGcc&feature=related


New Age religion . . .
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLZVueqoF1E 

2 Kings 23:1-14

 1And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem. 

 2And the king went up into the house of the LORD, and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the house of the LORD. 

 3And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people stood to the covenant. 

 4And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Bethel. 

 5And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven. 

 6And he brought out the grove from the house of the LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the children of the people. 

 7And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the LORD, where the women wove hangings for the grove. 

 8And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beersheba, and brake down the high places of the gates that were in the entering in of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on a man's left hand at the gate of the city. 

 9Nevertheless the priests of the high places came not up to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread among their brethren. 

 10And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech. 

 11And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in of the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathanmelech the chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 

 12And the altars that were on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, did the king beat down, and brake them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron. 

 13And the high places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile. 

 14And he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the groves, and filled their places with the bones of men.

Important Notes for Verses 10-13:
Verse 10:  Which was a valley near to Jerusalem, and signifies a tabret because they smote on the tabret while their children were burning, that their cry should not be heard, (Leviticus 18:21), after which Josiah commanded trash to be cast in contempt of it. (Tabret:  timbrel, tambourine to play or sound the timbrel, beat, play upon, drum).

Verse 11:  The idolatrous kings had dedicated horses and chariots to the sun, either to carry about the image of it as the heathen did, or else to sacrifice them as a most agreeable sacrifice. 

Verse 13:  Ashtoreth the abomination the principal female deity of the Phoenicians worshipped in war and fertility also 'Ishtar' of Assyria and 'Astarte' by the Greeks and Romans.  Also, mount of corruption:  Is the Mount of Olives, so called because it was full of idols. 

Ziggurates or the high places, to build on a raised area to build upon stories or levels.  Ziggurates were massive monuments built in the ancient Mesopotamian valley and western Iranian plateau, having the form of a terraced step pyramid of successively receding stories or levels.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ziggurat
Pyramids are examples of Ziggurates . . .
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyramid
Ideals of Freemasonry at District's foundation

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2005/jul/20/20050720-104848-7485r/
10:48 p.m., Wednesday, July 20, 2005

The evidence is there on the money. Traces are found in the configuration of the District of Columbia. Their touch is present in the shape of the Washington Monument, the orientation of the Capitol building, and in countless other structures throughout the city. If you look hard enough, Masonic influences are everywhere. "The Masons were intimately involved in the history of the District of Columbia and in the history of the nation," says artist Peter Waddell, whose paintings are featured in an exhibit currently running at the Octagon on New York Avenue NW, "The Initiated Eye: Secrets, Symbols, Freemasonry and the Architecture of Washington, D.C." The Octagon mounted the exhibit in partnership with the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Washington, D.C. A July 30 bus tour sponsored by the museum will uncover the Masonic symbolism behind some of Washington's most famous buildings and memorials, from the White House to the FDR Memorial. But if you can't wait until then, a trip to the Octagon is a good place to start. Mr. Waddell's large-scale paintings function both as historical documents and interpretive panels: Here is George Washington laying the cornerstone of the Capitol, which he did in 1793 in full Masonic regalia with due Masonic ceremony. Here are the Scottish and Irish stone workers who helped to build the White House holding a Masonic meeting on the grounds after work has ended for the day. And here is the construction of the Scottish Rite Temple on 16th Street, the most expensive private building of its time, considered the greatest work of architect John Russell Pope in this city. Don't stop with the exhibit. Once you've been initiated, a trip around town will never be the same. Many neighborhoods can boast their own Masonic hall. Some of them are still used; others are long abandoned. Statues of Latin American revolutionary heroes along Virginia Avenue NW -- Benito Juarez at Virginia and New Hampshire, Simon Bolivar at 18th and C and Virginia, and Jose de San Martin at Virginia and 20th Street -- have one thing in common: All the men they honor were Masons. And a stroll down U Street NW will take you past the hall of the Prince Hall Masons, home to Duke Ellington and Thurgood Marshall. "It's an extraordinary city, full of mystery," says Mr. Waddell, an American citizen originally from New Zealand who, though not himself a Mason, began working on the project about two years ago. "There are many things about the place and design that coincide with Masonic ideals," he said. • • • Coincidence? Well, maybe. But it's hard to ignore the symbolic language embedded in Washington's buildings, statues and memorials. Most of the city's important buildings were devised by Masons. Architect James Hoban, who designed the White House, was a Mason. Capitol architect Benjamin Latrobe was a Mason. Architect Robert Mills, responsible for the Washington Monument, was a Mason. Cornerstones for all these were laid after elaborate Masonic parades and dedication ceremonies. Masons, who make it a point of principle to "seek the light" at all times, say it's no accident that the Capitol was placed on the Mall's eastern end -- which means people must "look toward the light" when they turn to it from the Mall -- or that the statue of Freedom atop the Capitol dome faces east, toward the light of the rising sun. "We'll probably never know whether those early Masons spent time in the lodge talking about the symbolism of the city and how it would be realized," says Akram Elias, junior grand warden of the Grand Lodge, Free And Accepted Masons (FAAM) of the District of Columbia, on MacArthur Boulevard NW, who will be leading the bus tour. "But people certainly embraced the ideas and internalized the concepts that were being discussed. It's not unlikely that these would have appeared in other ways." Take the design of the city itself. Opinions differ on whether Pierre Charles L'Enfant, the French architect and engineer who laid out the District in 1791, was a Mason. But for Masons the city's broad avenues and sweeping vistas, its orientations and axes, even its original shape, reflect values they hold close. "It was designed to be a perfect square," Mr. Elias says. "No other capital city was designed with such a purpose" -- that is, to conform to all that is suggested by Masonry's square. The square -- and with it the compass -- are probably the oldest and most universal symbols of Masonry. In addition to their practical connection to the days when most masons really did work with such tools, they represent two of the central concepts in Masonic thought. They are frequently seen together on Masonic insignia or carved into stone on buildings or grave markers. The square symbolizes the earth and being "grounded" in a way that allows a life led by truth, integrity, honor and other virtues. The compass, with the idea of the individual at its center, symbolizes living a life within bounds, as well as the importance of a spiritual life. Builder's tools like these stress the importance that Masons place on the "spiritual science" of mathematics, particularly geometry. God (the G you'll frequently see within the square and compass symbol) is often referred to as "The Great Geometer." Along the same lines, Masons prize the work of early Egyptian, Greek and Roman architects not only because of their mastery of mathematics. The all-seeing eye, for example, was frequently seen in Egypt and it is present on the U.S. dollar bill, along with the pyramid that forms part of the Great Seal of the United States. To Masons, the pyramid is associated with builders (Masons talk about building a better self). The fact that this pyramid is unfinished alludes to the still-building nature of the young republic. Like the guilds of old, Freemasonry involves levels of membership with special rites and initiation rituals associated with each one. Men from a wide range of religions can be FAAM members, but they must profess belief in a deity. The District currently has 36 lodges of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. At Georgetown's Benjamin B. French Lodge, to which Mr. Elias belongs, four "sacred volumes" that reflect the lodge's membership -- the Torah, the Bible, the Koran, and a collection of Buddhist works -- are placed on the altar before meetings. "Masonry helped deepen my understanding of what America is all about," says Mr. Elias, an American citizen by way of Lebanon. "Of course there are always imperfections, always a price to be paid. That's why we see ourselves as builders, because we're constantly trying to improve." Masonry was widespread in America's early years. Fifty-two of the 55 signers of the Declaration of Independence were Masons. So were 90 percent of Revolutionary War generals. Paul Revere and Dr. Joseph Warren, the young physician and patriot leader who died at Bunker Hill, both belonged to St. Andrew's Lodge in Boston. The Sons of Liberty used cryptic signs, passwords and insignia to recognize their membership -- just as the Masons do. Accordingly, the figure of George Washington holds special meaning for the fraternity. "Washington's sense of responsibility and stress on the individual rights of man were shaped by his association with Freemasonry," says George Seghers, executive director of the George Washington National Masonic Memorial Association in Alexandria. Washington was an active participant in his own Masonic lodge in Alexandria, one of three that had already formed within the federal district. Today, the George Washington National Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, built between 1922-1932, works to commemorate the connection. Patterned after the Lighthouse of Alexandria, Egypt, the George Washington National Masonic Memorial features artifacts related to the first president, a photography exhibit related to its construction and breathtaking views of the surrounding area. • • • By the time of the early republic, many of the country's leading men were Masons. Masonry among black Americans began in 1775, when the Revolution-era abolitionist Prince Hall and 14 other free blacks were initiated as Masons in Irish Lodge 441, a military lodge near Boston. Prince Hall lodges were established in a number of cities before his death in 1807. Washington got its Prince Hall lodge in 1848. Indeed, Freemasonry was so popular that some of its phraseology even crept into the language of the general population, says Mr. Elias. "We say we want to do things 'fair and square,' try to be 'on the level' and not 'cut corners,'" he says. "The term 'blackball' comes from the Masonic tradition of using a black ball to indicate when an applicant has been turned away." Even the presidential oath of office owes a debt to the religious spirit of the Masons, says Mr. Elias. "The original oath did not have 'so help me God'," he explains. "Washington ad-libbed that after sending to the local lodge to get a Bible. It's very similar to the oath of the lodge master." • • • The very success of the Masons eventually led to a decline in their membership in the 1830s and 1840s. Masonry was increasingly seen as a "fraternity of the privileged," writes historian Richard Hofstadter. There was some justification for this view; 22 out of 24 governorships were held by Masons, for example. Even those who had once supported President Andrew Jackson, a Mason, started mumbling about the excesses of "King Andrew I." At the same time, the revivals associated with the Second Great Awakening of the 1820s and '30s carried immediate, emotional religion across the country, leading many to turn away from the reliance on reason and intellect preached by the Masons. Everything came to a head with "the Morgan affair," the disappearance in 1826 of a reputed Mason from Batavia, N.Y., William Morgan, who had apparently threatened to expose some of Freemasonry's secrets. A number of Masons were blamed for his kidnapping (no body was ever found), but most got off or were slapped with light sentences. Public outcry swelled once it was found that many of the prosecutors, judges and jurors involved were Masons. Membership in Masonic organizations dipped; many lodges were forced to close; and the Anti-Masonic Party got its start. It was the Anti-Masonic Party that held the first presidential nominating convention, in Baltimore, in 1832. They nominated former Attorney General William Wirt, who may have been a Mason himself, for president. (Wirt received seven votes in the Electoral College in that year's election.) • • • By mid-century, Freemasonry was reinvigorated, thanks to an infusion of members from the emerging middle class. During the Civil War, soldiers stationed at Fort Reno were welcomed at Masonic meetings held in the home of Jonathan Buckman on Grant Road, writes Judith Beck Helm in "Tenleytown D.C.: Country Village into City Neighborhood" (2000, Tennally Press). Both Union and Confederate soldiers were Masons, says Mr. Elias, who points out that Masons were expected to transcend the demands of petty politics and a particular religion. "The lodge is apolitical," he says. "The beauty and, I think, a great asset is that it brings together people of different persuasions and has them sit down together." President Andrew Johnson, a Mason, helped to dedicate Lot Flannery's statue of Lincoln at Judiciary Square, after a parade that included marchers from the dozens of Masonic lodges in the area. Ulysses S. Grant, who hated Johnson, preferred to remain with the crowd on the street. The keynote speaker for the dedication of the Lincoln statue was Benjamin Brown French, who had known Lincoln personally. Long active in Masonic activities and with a lodge in Georgetown named for him, it was French who allowed a group of Prince Hall Masons to meet on his property before they raised their own hall. French, who died in 1870, is buried in Congressional Cemetery, where a stroll reveals the now familiar square and compass on the graves of both the famous and not-so-famous. Among the more prominent Masons interred at Congressional are Vice President Elbridge Gerry (1744-1814), Choctaw Chief Peter Pitchlynn and Washington's own march king, John Philip Sousa (1854-1932). As a member of Almas Temple of the Scottish Rite, Sousa, like Mozart before him, composed music especially for lodge meetings and ceremonies. One of the more provocative Masons who called Washington home was Albert Pike (1809-1891), a Confederate general and student of Kaballah -- a body of mystical teachings that Masons believe is a source of divine wisdom -- who also was sovereign grand commander of the Supreme Grand Council of the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite in the United States. Pike, who spoke several languages, led Cherokee troops during the Civil War who were responsible for reported atrocities against Union soldiers. Rumors of connections with the Ku Klux Klan swirled around him for decades. But he has his own statue in Washington at Third and D streets NW, one that depicts him with the goddess of Freemasonry sitting at his feet. • • • Pike's remains are housed at the Scottish Rite Temple at 16th and S streets NW (or the House of the Temple, as Masons themselves refer to it). This building, the headquarters of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction USA, is considered to be the best work architect John Russell Pope produced in the District. Although he was not himself a Mason, Pope -- who also designed the National Gallery, the National Archives and the Jefferson Memorial -- consulted closely with local architect Elliott Woods, who was a Mason. The result is a building rich in imagery and symbolism, as well as a treasure trove of books and artifacts. The building is patterned after the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. Masons linked Egyptian, Greek and Roman architecture with the beginnings of the Western architectural tradition, and many of their temples are copies and embellishments of ancient structures. And note the sphinxes out front. They reflect Masonry's embrace of Egyptian design. But look closely and you'll see that one sphinx has its eye open, while the other has its eye half closed. The duo represent Power and Wisdom respectively; power is watchful and alert, but wisdom has time to reflect and go within. The presence of the two also demonstrate the need to strive for balance between these two concepts. Ultimately, though, it is the transformative power of Masonry that makes the movement so compelling today, says Mr. Elias. "The lodge room is really the civil society that the Founders envisioned in microcosm," he says. "The emphasis is on the individual, rule of the people and rule of law. This explains a lot, I think, of the American experiment." Freemasonry in D.C. Anyone intrigued by Freemasonry's influence on Washington has a wealth of sources to explore: An exhibit of paintings at the Octagon (the museum of the American Architectural Foundation [AAF]) illustrating the Masonic strain in the city's architecture; Octagon gallery talks and museum tours (including a bus tour); other guided tours of Masonic buildings; and free-form meanderings among related sites. Here's a guide. Exhibit and related activities • The Initiated Eye: Secrets, Symbols, Freemasonry and the Architecture of Washington, D.C., with Paintings by Peter Waddell: The Octagon, 1799 New York Ave. NW. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday. The show runs through Dec. 31. Adults $5, children and seniors $3. Call 202/638-3221 or see www.theoctagon.org. • The Initiated Eye: An Introduction: Gallery Talk. The Octagon, 1799 New York Ave. NW. 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. Saturdays. Free with museum admission. • The Initiated Eye: A Symbolic Journey: Bus tours. Meet at the corner of 14th and I streets (McPherson Square Metro Station on the Blue/Orange line). 10 a.m.-1 p.m. July 30, Aug. 27. $10 per person. Lunch not included. • Tour of the House of the Temple: At the Scottish Rite Temple (the House of the Temple), 1733 16th St. NW. 10 a.m.-noon Sept. 10. Admission $7 for AAF members and Freemasons, $10 for the general public. • Tour of the George Washington National Memorial: 101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria. 10 a.m.-noon Sept. 17. $7 AAF members and Freemasons, $10 for the general public. Other guided tours • The George Washington National Masonic Memorial: 101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria. Open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily. Daily guided tours 9:30 and 11 a.m., 1, 2:15 and 3:30 p.m. Free admission. 703/683-2007 or www.gwmemorial.org. • The Scottish Rite Temple (The House of the Temple): 1733 16th St. NW. The headquarters building of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction USA. Tours daily 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Tours last approximately 90 minutes, can be adjusted for time, and are free. Call 202/232-3579 (note the last four digits of the telephone number are all numbers significant to Masons). Masonry on foot • Congressional Cemetery: 1801 E St. SE. The cemetery contains the remains of several prominent Masons and one important anti-Mason, William Wirt, the Anti-Masonic Party's candidate for president in 1832. Wirt died in Washington in 1834. A number of indigent members of the fraternity lie in a specially designated section that was purchased by the Masons for that purpose in 1857. The design of the 1906 memorial in this section contains a polished cube, or ashlar, atop a rough one. Office open 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday; 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday. Gates close at dusk. 202/543-0539 or www.congressionalcemetery.org. • Masonic Temple: 1250 New York Ave. NW. Designed in 1908 by noted architect Waddy Wood, this building is now the National Museum of Women in the Arts. Carved squares and compasses are still visible on the cornices and inside the building. • Old Masonic Hall: Ninth and F streets NW. Designed by Adolf Cluss, this building dates from 1868 and features Italian Renaissance designs. Between 1921 and the 1970s the building served as the Lansburgh department store's furniture store. After standing abandoned for many years, the building was recently restored. • Scottish Rite Temple: 2800 16 St. NW. This temple, north of the House of the Temple, is raised five feet above ground. The 1938-39 building, which is still in use, features bronze doors and concrete and stone mosaics. • Singleton Hall: 4441 Wisconsin Ave. NW. Home of the Tenleytown Masons, who built it after World War I and enlarged it in 1926. It is still used as a meeting place.
http://www.scottishrite.org/council/journal/feb01/seghers.html


http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/hh/11/hh11q.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/hh/11/hh11toc.htm

Inscriptions on the Statue of Liberty . . . (Important:  scroll down page)
http://www.freemasonrywatch.org/statue_of_liberty.html

Other Inscriptions on the Statue of Liberty

Inscribed on jade green carraralike glass plaques are excerpts from works of great American statesmen:

Our defense is in the spirit which prized liberty as the heritage of all men, in all lands everywhere. Destroy this spirit and you have planted the seeds of despotism at your own doors.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Liberty is the air America breathes . . . In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four essential freedoms . . . freedom of speech and expression . . . freedom of worship . . . freedom from want . . . freedom from fear .

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

I would rather belong to a poor nation that was free than to a rich nation that had ceased to be in love with liberty.

WOODROW WILSON

They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

For what avail the plough or sail, or land or life, if freedom fail?

RALPH WALDO EMERSON

The freedom and happiness of man . . . are the sole objects of all legitimate government.

THOMAS JEFFERSON

Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.

LEVITICUS, XXV, 10.

Also inscribed on the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. The original source of the quotations is Laviticus, third book of the Old Testament.

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/wash/text.htm
The National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places welcomes you to discover Washington DC: A Guide to the Historic Neighborhoods and Monuments of Our Nation's Capital. From its beginnings as an undeveloped rural area, to its initial planning as the Nation's capital, as envisioned by Frenchman Pierre Charles L'Enfant, to its growth in size and infrastructure at the turn of the 20th century, to its place today as a political, economic, and cultural center, Washington, DC, has engaging stories to tell about the people and places that have helped shape the Nation and this most capital of cities. 

Ninety-six historic places that bring the 200 year history of the city to life are presented in this National Register travel itinerary.

Scottish Rite Temple 

One of the most unusual buildings in the eclectic Sixteenth Street Historic District is the Temple of the Scottish Rite at 1733 16th Street. The building, designed by John Russell Pope who also designed the National Archives and the Jefferson Memorial, was constructed between 1911 and 1915. It was built to headquarter the Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdiction of the 33rd Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite of Freemasonry. An international fraternal order, the Masons have claimed a number of past Presidents, such as George Washington and Harry Truman, as members. Pope used the tomb of King Mausolus at Halicarnassus, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, as his model for the Temple. Outside, guarding the temple doors, is a pair of monumental sphinxes that represent wisdom and power. The Temple is laced with symbolism in its design and decor, much of which requires close attention and may not be obvious to non-Masons. In 1931, the building was voted the fifth most beautiful building in the world by a group of members from the Association of American Architects. The library, the first public library in the District of Columbia, contains one of the world's largest collections of materials on and by Scottish poet Robert Burns, who was a Freemason. The Library was opened to the public at the request of Albert Pike who donated his personal collection of books with the stipulation that they be available for use, free of charge, by the general public. One of the most striking monuments in the nation's capital, the imaginative facade of the Temple creates a visual experience worth viewing. 

The Scottish Rite Temple is located at 1733 16th St., NW, between R and S Sts. Tours are offered on weekdays from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Appointments must be made to peruse the library's collections. For further information, please call 202/232-3579. Metro stop: Dupont Circle.

http://www.srmason-sj.org/
On this WEB site of the Masons, here is information that might be useful:

George Washington
http://www.scottishrite.org/council/journal/feb01/seghers.html
http://www.scottishrite.org/web/SRpublications/unity.htm
We must never forget that the Symbolic Lodge is the core of our Craft. It is the foundation upon which all else in Freemasonry depends. The basic, universal and eternal lessons of the three Degrees form the sound foundation upon which we build our lives. In our Lodge new become Masons in our hearts. No other Degree is more important, for the principles of the Lodge bring us integrity and strong character, dignity and respect. In return, we strive to be of service to others through our charitable endeavors and our steadfast concern for individual liberty and freedom.

For those Brethren who wish to extend themselves further in Masonry, there are the Scottish Rite and York Rite. Herr the lessons of the Lodge are expanded through ritual. Here the scope of Masonic fellowship is widened to include more Brethren who wish to become even better through living and sharing their dedication to Freemasonry. Yet always a Brother is reminded that he is first a Mason of his Symbolic Lodge and only then a member of the York Rite or Scottish Rite. These additional Degrees only expand one's horizons and opportunities. They do not change the compass direction set in the Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Master Mason Degrees, without which there can be no true progress in the Craft. 

Many Thirty-second Degree Scottish Rite Masons a well as many Knight Templars choose to become Shriners. By making the condition of Scottish Rite or York Rite membership a prerequisite for becoming a Shriner, the Shrine becomes a unique and even stronger organization. Its members already have acquired a deeper understanding of their Symbolic Lodge teachings through the participation in the Scottish Rite and/or York Rite. They are the seasoned timbers with which yet greater Masonic accomplishments can be achieved. The inner temple of commitment can now manifest itself in endeavors of even wider significance, such as support for the Shrine's outstanding Hospitals for Crippled Children and Burns Institutes. 

Nor does the impact of Freemasonry stop here. There is the opportunity for participation in many other Appendant Masonic Bodies, each truly outstanding in its own province Consider the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, the Grotto, the National Sojourners,the High Twelve and the many other noteworthy Masonic related groups. They all contribute magnificently to the betterment of others and our Nation. Masonry works in hundreds of ways to meet special needs and helps others who would otherwise remain unassisted. 

Consider also the great founding document of our Country, the Constitution. The American statesman Salmon P. Chase described it saying: "The Constitution in all its provisions looks to an indestructible union of indestructible Lodges and Appendant Bodies. United, we work together in a diversity of ways to achieve one goal. Divided, we weaken the whole of Freemasonry and lessen the effectiveness of each separate part. 

Those who desire to exercise their own authority in a limited scope adhere to the maxim of "divide and command." A better motto, and one at the heart of Freemasonry and every true Brother, is "unite and guide." Let us, then, follow the ideals established in the Symbolic Lodge. Let us build on them, in all the diverse ways that contribute to the benefit of Freemasonry. Our work is great. But we must work together to achieve the success we envision. United for the common good of all, we can share common goals and together accomplish uncommon heights for our Craft and our Nation. As Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow wrote: 

All your strength is in your union,
All your danger is in discord.

http://www.scottishrite.org/web/SRpublications/tradition-of-caring8.htm
In many communities, Masonic buildings are the focus of civic activity. Some Masonic structures are so significant and provide such valuable public services, however, that they have become local landmarks and tourist attractions. In this category can be found the Scottish Rite Supreme Council Museum and Library in Washington, D.C., the first public library in the Federal District; The George Washington Masonic National Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia; the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum of Our National Heritage in Lexington, Massachusetts; and the Masonic Memorial Auditorium and the Eastern Star's Peace Chapel at the International Peace Garden on the Manitoba-North Dakota Border. While not included in the 1995 figures, it is noteworthy that in 1986 Masons contributed $2,000,000 towards the restoration of the Statue of Liberty. Similarly, now, in 1997, Masons are working to help restore Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland, the Memorial Arch dedicated to George Washington at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, and the Washington Monument in our nation's capital. 



Here, in story, is a list of notable Free Masons . . .
http://www.scottishrite.org/web/articles/jul-aug04/pollotta.htm
A Day in the Life of a Freemason

By Nick Pollotta, Entered Apprentice


After reading a list of how many Freemasons have done things that added to the everyday world around us, I began to wonder what would be the ultimate 'Freemason' day...

* * *

In a crash of cymbals, you awake to the alarm clock playing "The Star Spangled Banner" (Francis Scott Key). Extracting yourself from the tangle sheets as if you were a professional escape artist (Harry Houdini), you put on the kettle (Paul Revere), grab a quick shave (King C. Gillette), drink a fast cup of tea (Sir Thomas Lipton), hop into your car (Walter P. Chrysler), and drive downtown to have a proper breakfast at a local restaurant (Bob Evans).

Finished with the meal, you feel like a million dollars (John Jacob Astor), generously tip the waitress with a fistful of one dollar bills (George Washington), and drive away humming the lyrics to "Route 66" (Nat 'King' Cole).

Turning on the radio, you chuckle as the local DJ does a spoof of the classic comedy routine, "Who's On First?" (Bud Abbott and Lou Costello), followed by an up-dated version of the incredibly funny routine of why nobody should drink water (W.C. Fields).

Suddenly, you pass an old vaudeville theatre (Eddie Cantor, Jack Benny, George M. Cohan, Florenz Ziefield), but nowadays it is cinema multiplex showing: "The Ten Commandants" (Cecile B. deMille), "Aladdin" (Walt Disney), "My Favorite Brunette" (Bob Hope), "The Right Stuff" (Leroy Cooper, John Glenn, Virgil 'Gus' Grissom, Edwin 'Buzz' Aldrin and Walter Schirra of the original Mercury astronauts), "Gone With The Wind" (Clark Gable and Darryl F. Zanuck), "The Pink Panther" (Peter Sellers), the original version of "Tarzan" (Elmo Lincoln), "A Day At The Races" (Harpo Marx), "Some Like It Hot" (Joe E. Brown), "El Dorado" (John Wayne), and a retrospective of various silent films (Harold Lloyd, Buster Keaton), mixed with some classic cartoons (Mel Blanc). 

Pausing at an intersection to let a marching band play by (John Phillip Souza), you're delighted to observe that it's announcing the arrival of the circus into town (all of the Ringling Brothers). Apparently, they have the actual "Spirit of St.Louis" (Charles Lindbergh), along with a full-sized copy of the Eiffel Tower (Alexander Gustave Eiffel) on display. Which gives you an idea for work today. Hmm.

In the elevator going to your office, you listen to some classic jazz (Count Bassie), then spend the morning drawing (compass and square) an advertising campaign showing the Statue of Liberty (Frederic A. Bartholdi) learning show to safely drive her new American car. (Henry Ford). Your boss approves of the design quoting that, "Art should enlighten, as well as entertain." (Voltaire)

At noon, you leave the office at the speed of light (Dr. Albert A. Michelson) and considered having lunch at the local KFC (Colonel Harland Sanders), but instead decide on Wendy's (Dave Thomas). Relaxing in the corner, you eat your lunch while reading a couple of chapters from "World War II: The Gathering Storm" (Winston Churchill). 

Completely refreshed, you return to the office only to find that the boss has taken ill and cancelled his saxophone lesson (Antoine Joseph Sax) to visit the Mayo Clinic (Dr. Charles Mayo) to get a shot of penicillin (Sir Alexander Fleming). Left alone, you gamely start a new ad campaign for K-Mart (Sebastain S. Kresge) using Western heroes (James Bowie, Christopher 'Kit' Carson, Gene Autry, "Buffalo Bill" William Cody, Samuel Colt, David 'Davy' Crockett, Richard Gatling, Sam Houston, Tom Mix, Roy Rodgers) to teach people about the environmentally safe chemicals (Herbert Henry Dow) used to clean Mt. Rushmore (Gutzon & Lincoln Borglum). 

At the presentation, the client is so happy with the job that they give you free tickets to a musical comedy (Gilbert & Sullivan). You would have preferred a nice Elizabethian tragedy (William Shakespeare), you take it on the chin like a pro boxer ('Sugar' Ray Robinson) and accept the gift with a polite smile.

Humming some classical music (Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart), you leave work, and visit a bar to have a couple of cold beers (John Molson), listen to some swinging jazz on the jukebox (Duke Ellington), and discuss the greatest, if flawed, baseball player of all time (Ty Cobb). Before leaving, you secretly stuff a twenty dollar bill (Andrew Jackson) into the charity box (The Will Rogers Foundation) on the counter. After all, a good deed unseen is it's own reward. (Rudyard Kipling)

Getting home, you relax by playing a little basketball (James Naismith) with a neighbor, send some romantic poetry (Robert Burns) via email to your girlfriend, buy a copy of "Roots" (Alex Haley) and "Little House on The Prairie" by Laura Ingalls Wilder (Eastern Star) on-line, then refill the cat-proof bird feeder (John James Audubon) in your backyard.

While dinner cooks, you do some laundry (Frederick Maytag), decide not to shave your head bald to look like a famous TV detective (Telly Savalas), and finish that jigsaw of the White House (James Hoban). 

After dinner, you catch a Science Fiction movie marathon on cable: "The Portrait of Dorian Grey" (Oscar Wilde), "The Thief of Baghdad" (Douglas Fairbanks), and "A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court" (Mark Twain, a.k.a. Samuel L. Clemens). Briefly, you wonder if any of the actors in the movies belonged to a fraternal lodge, but decide that it would take Sherlock Holmes (Sir Arthur Conan Doyle) to solve that mystery.

Turning off the TV, you jot down a note to remember to bring the coffee to the lodge meeting tomorrow night, set the alarm clock to play the bulge call 'Taps' (Major General Daniel Butterfield) in the morning, and shuffle off to bed to dream of freedom, religious tolerance, and world peace. 

Sometimes, with the help of a Brother, dreams do come true :-) .  (Note:  I added the happy face).

My sincere apologies to the literally thousands of Masons that I simply could not shoehorn into this bit of tomfoolery. But if I used absolutely everybody, this article would have been ten thousand pages long. And growing larger every day.

You ever wonder how these men and women got their "breaks" to be famous?


H. Ross Perot Receives Anson Jones Award
http://www.scottishrite.org/web/journal-files/Issues/sep-oct05/cisep-oct.htm
Pictured left to right: James D. Ward, 33°, Chairman of the Fort Worth Valley, H. Ross Perot, Margot Perot, and H. F. Tull, 33°, General Secretary. Photo: Fort Worth Business Press

The Fort Worth Scottish Rite Foundation held its Grand Annual Banquet on May 21 with 280 members and guests attending at the Fort Worth Masonic Temple for the presentation of scholarships and the prestigious Anson Jones Award. Each year, one or more persons (not necessarily from the Masonic fraternity) are chosen for their humanitarian endeavors and outstanding citizenship to receive the Anson Jones Award.

The Award is named for Anson Jones, who was the first Grand Master of Texas and last president of the Republic of Texas.

The Anson Jones Award has been presented for 22 years to such prominent recipients as Abner V. McCall, Texas Supreme Court Justice and President of Baylor University; Dr. Lucius Waites, originator of Dyslexia training and testing program at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children; Jack E. Hightower, former U.S. Congressman, former Texas Supreme Court Justice, and SGIG in Texas; Sam E. Hilburn, chairman Midland American Bank and former SGIG in Texas; Robert R. “Bobby” Bragan, “Mr. Baseball” with Texas Rangers; Robert D. “Bob” Bullock, Lt. Governor of Texas; Dr. John A. Herring, chief Surgeon, Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children; James C. Wright, former Speaker of the House of Representatives; and Doyle Willis, former Texas Senator.

This year the award was presented to H. Ross Perot, businessman and philanthropist, by Ill. James D. Ward, 33°, President of the Fort Worth Scottish Rite Foundation. The Fort Worth Valley also presented forty scholarships totaling $40,000 to merit students and $11,200 four-year scholarships to the Valedictorian and Salutatorian of the Texas Masonic Home and School. Since 1952 the Valley has given over $500,000 to area graduating seniors.

Submitted by Brother Dan Gilbert, 32°, KCCH

http://www.scottishrite.org/web/journal-files/Issues/jun03/cijun.htm
Origin Of "So Mote It Be" 

A recent e-mail to the Masonic Information Center said: "A friend told me Freemasonry is a cult." To substantiate this charge was a quote from the book Cults which stated: "The term So Mote It Be is a witchcraft oath." Why do Masons use "So mote it be" instead of "Amen"?

"So mote it be" are the final words in the Regius Poem. "Mote" is old English for "may." Masons have used the phrase since the beginning of the written history of the Craft. Freemasonry includes many other words, now obsolete, which bring the sanctity of age and the continuity of ritual from ancient days to modern times.

Source: Masonic Information Center, Focus (March 2003)

Matthew 5:37


 37But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.



Raised a Mason in Amicable Lodge, No. 25, Baltimore, in 1947, Bro. Rothman served as Secretary, Treasurer, and Master of Cornerstone Lodge No. 224, Takoma Park, Maryland; 23 years as President of the Board of Grand Inspectors; and two years as Grand Master of Maryland (1981-82). Bro. Rothman became a member of the Scottish Rite in Baltimore in 1948, filled many important offices, and was honored as K.C.C.H. in 1981 and 33° in 1989. Appointed Deputy in Maryland January 1991 and crowned S.G.I.G in October 1991, Inspector Rothman was particularly successful in guiding the expansion and growth of the RiteCare Hilgenberg Childhood Speech and Language Center in Baltimore. He was also a member of the Shrine's Almas and Boumi Temples, the York Rite, and many other Masonic Bodies.


http://www.scottishrite.org/council/journal/dec00/bessel.html
Among the approximately 250 persons attending the festive evening were several reporters and cameramen from local television channels, which broadcast the event in their evening news programs, and newspapers, such as the Washington Post which ran a positive article on the occasion the next day. Following a reception period, Federal Lodge No. 1 organized a very brief Lodge meeting and then invited the public to enter the Temple Room to enjoy songs by the U.S. Army Chorus and three presentations by Bro. Gary Scott, 32°, K.C.C.H., National Park Service Historian, National Capital Region; Alan Hantman, Architect of the Capitol; and William Seale, nationally recognized historian and author. Subjects were the life and character of George Washington, the building of the U.S. Capitol, and the construction of the White House. Many interesting new facts were presented about the involvement of Freemasonry and Freemasons in these events.

On September 11, 2000, distinguished Brethren and guests seated in the East in the Temple Room during the "Tribute to Washington" were (l. to r.): the Rev. John David vanDooren, Rector, All Souls Episcopal Church; M.W. Mansour Hatefi, 33°, Grand Master of Masons of the District of Columbia; W.M. Alfred C. Boswell, Jr., 32°, Master of Federal Lodge No. 1, Washington, D.C.; R.W. Grant R. Berning, 33°, Deputy Grand Master of Masons of the District of Columbia; William Seale, Architectural Historian and author; Alan Hantman, American Institute of Architects, Architect of the Capitol; and W.Bro. Gary Scott, 32°, K.C.C.H., Historian, National Park Service, National Capital Region.   

Then M.W. Willie Griffin, Grand Master of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, and 14 of his Grand Lodge Officers were given seats of honor, and, at the appropriate time, M.W. Mansour Hatefi, Grand Master, Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, invited his Prince Hall counterpart to join him at the Temple Room altar. There Ill. George R. Adams, 33°, P.G.M., District of Columbia, eloquently led the Grand Masters in joint prayer. The Grand Masters then jointly signed a Proclamation declaring there exists "complete and full fraternal recognition and amity" between their Grand Lodges and establishing guidelines for visitations between their members. Immediately upon the Proclamation being signed, members of both Grand Lodges and visitors gave a standing ovation.

VICARIUS FILII DEI

	THE LITERAL MEANING: 
	VICARIUS - substituting for, or in place of 

	
	FILII - means son 

	
	DEI - means God 

V/U – Are interchangeable when Roman Numerals are converted to Latin.


  

	          V =     5
	          F = no value
	D = 500

	           I =      1
	          I =     1
	E = no value

	          C = 100
	          L = 50
	 I  =     1

	          A = no value
	          I =     1
	-------------

	          R = no value
	          I =     1
	501

	           I =      1
	          --------------
	

	          U =     5
	                 53
	

	          S = no value
	
	

	              ---------------
	
	

	                  112
	112 + 53+ 501 = 666



Paul (<:)
Jesus first!

