What does the Law say?  What did Moses Command in the Old Testament Law?


Mark 10:1-12
1 And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again.
2 And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him.
3 And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?
4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.


Note:  Verse 2 of Mark 10 above, simply to use Babylonian divorce, to put away.  Verse 4 of Mark 10 above, they quote God's Law on divorce that requires BOTH a Writ or Bill of Divorcement AND TO Put her away (send her out of his house).  This  is God's Law, which is forever settled in Heaven, Psalm 119:89, does not change, and did not change, but was fulfilled, completed AFTER the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The word suffered in the Hebrew means:  I allow, permit, permitted, given permission, gave leave, let, give liberty, permitted, or not permitted, allowed, or given one's freedom, liberty, by way of Commandment.

5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.

Note:  Precept in the Greek means:  An Ordinance, injunction, Command, Law.  Precept, to reach the end, consummation.  Properly, "in the end," focusing on the end-result (objective) of an Ordinance, injection, Command, or Law.  Moses did not write the Law of God, but was faithful to write it down, given by God -- the very Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, WHO IS the Lawgiver, www.alemattec.com/And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face.doc.


A wife, also the husband, was to speak well of one another:  Proverbs 31:28, Ephesians 5:33, What,therefore, was the end-result of this Command, the Law given by God to Moses?  Marriage relief.  To allow a marriage to end when uncleanliness was found, NOT for every cause.  Uncleanliness in the Hebrew in Deuteronomy 24:1 means:  Bare, indecent, nakedness, shame or acting shamefully, undefended parts, i.e.:  pudenda, which is the external genital organs, especially those of the female; vulva.  Uncleanliness in that she had contacted a sexually transmitted disease, OR, had exposed her genitals to another, OR acted shamefully to others, OR indecent or improper behavior by using reviving words concerning her husband.  Reviving:  To speak abusively toward her husband.  To assail with contempt, or to use contemptuous or opprobrious (Opprobrious:  Outrageously disgraceful or shameful,) language.  To address or speak of abusively to or about her husband.)  A rebellious wife -- note, a rebellious wife is one who would speak reviving words, or one who acted contrary to what the husband said.   As did Jonathan who was rebellious according to King Saul.  The newer versions of the "bible," turn the word rebellious into actually being a whore -- which is completely incorrect.  In fact, the New Living Translation, NLT, "bible," changes God's Holy word which is rightly declared in the KJV, 1 Samuel 20:30, to this --  1 Samuel 20:30 -- 30 Saul boiled with rage at Jonathan. “You stupid son of a whore!” with a footnote describing her as rebellious.

Note:  The supplement of the word [woman] may as well be left out -- and indeed should be, as this was not in the original Hebrew but was added by the translators, and thus can be read, "Thou son of perverse rebellion".  Thou perverse and rebellious wretch, perverse in thy temper, and rebellious in thy conduct.  Notice that the design of the expression is not to lay reproach upon Jonathan's mother, for which there simply is no provocation for King Saul to do so, but his verbal attack is against Jonathan only, and the next clause confirms it, which expresses a concern for Jonathan's mother's honor and credit.  As there is simply no grounds for an attack against Jonathan's mother, and there is no indication whatsoever that Jonathan's mother had played the whore; besides, Jonathan's mother would not have the honor that would be due her as the mother of a future King if this was the case against her.
"Do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and unto the confusion of thy mother's nakedness?"  Jonathan's confusion was to Jonathan's shame, and the shame also of Jonathan's mother.  That Jonathan should be ashamed, as Jonathan would be reckoned by men an arrant fool, being so friendly to a rival, and this rival for the Throne, the future King David, who in all probability would jostle Jonathan out of the Throne which was his next in line, and what would men say of Jonathan then?  That either Jonathan was not fit to reign, or that Jonathan had no right to the Throne.   As a mother's nakedness would certainly be shown as confusion if her "secret parts" were uncovered to (expose her,) so then Jonathan's behavior would uncover his own confusion, according to King Saul.  As King Saul was declaring that Jonathan seemed not to understand that his friendship with David would uncover, i.e.:  "expose" Jonathan before others as confusion -- wrong headed, and in their eyes Jonathan would not be fit to rule as King.  A rebellious son, the son of a King, thus a traitor not only against Jonathan's father, but against the Crown.  A rebellious son who would appear to the world as if instead the rightful heir to the Throne, but instead as a bastard, and could give cause to some to suspect that Jonathan was not the legitimate Son of King Saul, thus bringing in confusion before King Saul's subjects to see Jonathan as not having any royal blood in his veins, and by this view then to even bring reproach upon Jonathan's own mother. 

The Jews had laid aside the Commandment of God that allowed for a godly divorce, Deuteronomy 24:1-5, which consisted of two parts:  1.)  A written Bill or Writ of Divorcement.  2.) THEN to send away or put away.  Instead, the Jews followed the Babylonian divorce by simply ignoring God's Law, and doing the second part, or the physical act of sending away or putting away:
Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had attacked the Jews for their "tradition" that the Scribes and Pharisees had taught the people, which was CONTRARY to God's precept, Command, perfect Law above given.  It had become common to divorce in Israel for virtually "ANY CAUSE," i.e.:  a burned meal, an argument, etc . . . .
(Matthew 15:3
3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?
Matthew 15:6
6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.
Mark 7:8
8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.)
6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.

7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife;
8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.

Note:  "8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh."  Taken from, Genesis 2:23-24.  Some theologians describe that this is "a spiritual connection" done during sexual relations, when two become as one flesh -- spiritually.  This was a Babylonian teaching that during sexual relations one became closer to their "god," in "spirit," and resulted in temple prostitution.  When the Hebrews came to the land of Canaan, they were exposed to the evil and excesses of the fertility cults associated with the worship of Baal, which included their "sacred temple prostitution".  To correct these evils, several regulations were given the Nation of Israel. There were strict prohibitions, against incest, Leviticus 18:6-18; 20:11-12,14, 20; Deuteronomy 27:20,22, bestiality, Lev 18:23; 20:15-16, homosexuality,  Leviticus 18:22; 20:13, and various kinds of sexual "irregularities," Exodus 22:16; Leviticus 19:20,29; 15:16-24; 18:19; 20:18; Deuteronomy 25:11-12. Overall, however, the Jews had a healthy view of sex.  

The Hebrews understood and interpreted human sexuality as a positive gift from God. They were not affected by the later Greek dualism between "spirit and matter" which considered sexual intercourse and evil "fleshy" activity to be shunned if possible.  Such thinking was foreign to the Hebrews who saw sex within marriage as beautiful and enjoyable, and a gift from God.  A wedding was a time of great celebration, partly because it marked the beginning of the sexual life of the couple, which brought forth children to multiple God's people. 
The bridal pair retired to a nuptial tent or chamber at the end of the wedding festivities to enjoy sexual relations while lying on a clean, white sheet.  Blood on the sheet indicated that the bride had been a virgin, and provided evidence of the consummation of marriage, or evidence that his new wife was not a virgin, Deuteronomy 22:13-19.  A newly betrothed man was even excused from participating in war in order to be able to enjoy sexual relations with his new bride, Deuteronomy 20:7.

This indicates that the ancient Hebrews had a healthy attitude toward sex. They saw it as a Divine gift from God which gave pleasure to the persons involved while providing the means for the propagation of their race. The classic example of the exaltation of human sexuality is found in the Book of Song of Solomon. This Book has often been a source of embarrassment to some Jews and Christians alike.  Some interpreters of the Book of Song of Solomon, like Sebastian Castellio, have viewed the Song of Solomon as an obscene description of human love which does not belong in the Biblical canon.  Others, though, like John Calvin, have defended the inclusion of the Book of Song of Solomon in the Canon by interpreting it as an allegory symbolizing the love of God for His people. This Book, however, is not simply an allegory.  It is a romantic celebration of human sexuality.  Indeed, there is historical evidence that some portions of the Book of Song of Solomon were sung during wedding processionals and wedding feasts.

Again, "8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh."  Some theologians describe that this is "a spiritual connection" done during sexual relations, when during sexual intercourse two become (as) one flesh.  This was a Babylonian teaching that during sexual relations one became closer to their "god," in "spirit," and resulted in temple prostitution.  When the Hebrews came to the land of Canaan, they were exposed to the evil and excesses of the fertility cults associated with the worship of Baal, which included their "sacred temple prostitution".
This goes against Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible in describing twain (two) shall be one flesh "as a spiritual connection" during sexual relations.  The two become one flesh in child birth.  If, a husband and wife, one a Christian the other pagan, were married, then if in sexual relations this was spiritual, this would defile the marriage bed "by uniting in spirit a Born Again Believer and an antiChrist, 1 John 4:3, uniting light with darkness".  Christians are Commanded not to have any communion with non-Believers, who are unfruitful works of darkness, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:11, much less sexual relations. 


1 Corinthians 6:16
16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.
Note:  Joined here in the Greek means:  To bond (cleave), adhere to (literally, "glued together"); to cleave (Cleave:  To cling to.  To penetrate or pass through.) or to join to; (figuratively) intimately connected in a soul-knit friendship (relationship).  To join oneself to one as an associate, keep company with.  " . . .  one body?"  One here in the Greek means body, or as used elsewhere in the New Testament, slave, " Revelation 18:13, as it was common to call a slave simply a body, which is the Greek word sóma.  
" . . . for two, saith he, shall be one flesh."  Flesh here is the Greek word sarx, which in the Greek means:  "Sarxs is generally negative, referring to making decisions (actions) according to self – i.e. done apart from faith (independent from God's inworking). Thus, what is "of the flesh (carnal)" is by definition displeasing to the Lord – even things that seem "respectable!" In short, flesh generally relates to unaided human effort, i.e. decisions (actions) that originate from self or are empowered by self. This is carnal ("of the flesh") and proceeds out of the untouched (unchanged) part of us – i.e. what is not transformed by God".


Again, 

1 Corinthians 6:16
16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.


Thus, 1 Corinthians 6:16 should be understood as:
When one is JOINED, cleaves to, i.e.:  intimately connected in a soul-knit friendship (relationship), so that they are in an intimate relationship to a harlot, is (then) ONE body (i.e.:  a slave), " . . . saith he, shall be one flesh."  I.e.:  One flesh MEANS one who is making decisions (actions) according to self – i.e. done apart from faith (independent from God's inworking Holy Spirit). 


Two bodies become one, in childbirth:  the flesh (DNA) from the man (sperm) and and the woman (egg) unite to form one flesh (a child derived from both father and mother).
During the act of procreation, the male and female bodies indeed come together "as one".   However, this is a temporary union and always ends with the death of the egg and sperm if a pregnancy does not occur.  Their bodies disconnect, and are two individuals again.  Unless a new human life is created in this sexual union between male and female, the two remain two.  If their union brings about a new birth, when a unique human being is created by the "union" of the father and the mother's individual DNA, then indeed two become one.  Again, the two DNA of the parents, mixing together, creates a human life -- thus, "the two become one".   This in fact, this reality cannot be denied by anyone.  None can deny when two become one flesh:  not the father, not the mother, nor can the child, no matter how much they may desire this denial, it will always be so;  this newly created "one," cannot be undone nor torn apart.  No man has a right to take away this "one," thus abortion is not allowed.  


In marriage even between a Christian and a pagan, the marriage bed is not defiled.  If this were a "spiritual" union between the two, then the marriage bed would be defiled with a Christian having sexual relations with a non-Believer.  Therefore, the Apostle Paul explained that if married to a non-Believer, that it is not Commanded to divorce them.  The Jews, having rediscovered God's Law requiring complete separation from the Gentiles, i.e.:  heathen, and who had married Gentiles during their captivity -- Divorced their foreign wives, Ezra 10:1-5, according to God's Law, Deuteronomy 24:1-5.  In Ezra 10:1-5, with respect to even their own wives, several of whom had borne them children, they have to put them away -- to put away all the wives, and such as are born of them.  Ezra means all the strange wives, such marriages being unlawful, i.e.:  fornication.  As such wives might the more easily be put away, since Babylonian divorces were in frequent use now with the Jews, and the children of such also being illegitimate.  They were to be put away, lest they should corrupt other children, or get into the affections of their fathers, which might lead the fathers then to receive their mothers again.  Instead, they were to completely separate themselves at whatever cost, from all that was not Israel.  This was done, verse 3, " . . . according to the counsel of my lord, . . . "  Ezra, was a Scribe, a Priest, a Doctor of the Law, and was honored with the title, "my lord," being a ruler under the king of Persia, Ezra 7:11-12, Ezra 7:21; Nehemiah 8:1, Nehemiah 8:6, Nehemiah 8:9, Nehemiah 12:1.  Thus, the Apostle Paul does NOT Command a Christian married to a non-Believer to divorce the non-Believer, as did Ezra the Scribe.  However, if the pagan spouse desires a divorce, they are free to divorce, and remarry:
Hebrews 13:4
4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.


1 Corinthians 7:15
15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.
Note:  Bondage, or ties of marriage -- thus, that in this case divorce is allowed, and the brother or sister allowed to remarry.  Some say that the woman who departs CANNOT remarry.  This is simply wrong on MANY levels:

1 Corinthians 7:10-11
10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband:
Note:  Again, this is separation, NOT divorce.  Depart here in the Greek means:  Leave, separate, withdraw oneself, put asunder.  One could divorce according to God's Law, but NOT for "every cause," Deuteronomy 24:1-5.  Some would simply find another man/woman and depart from their husband/wife without "a lawful divorce -- according to God's Law on divorce".  This is speaking of the wife who would depart without a Writ or Bill of Divorcement -- unlawfully, not according to God's Law -- thus still married in God's eyes, and then would marry another.  This is adultery.
11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife.
Note:  Remember, the wife here is still married, and if she depart (still married,) let her remain unmarried (to another as this would be adultery,) or let her be reconciled to her husband.  Note:  This Command is that she be reconciled to her husband, so that she had not divorced him, she had departed from him or separated from him -- and was still married to him.  Therefore, she was Commanded to either not to marry (ANOTHER,) which would be adultery having simply departed (separated) from her husband, or be reconciled to her husband.  Additionally, according to God's Law, and the Law cannot be broken, and Holy Scripture cannot be broken, God's Word cannot be broken, John 7:23; John 10:34-36, and God's Word is settled in Heaven, Psalm 119:89, a woman (applies also to a man) who is lawfully divorced according to God's Law CANNOT remarry her husband (and/or wife,) Deuteronomy 24:4 if she had remarried.  Let not her husband simply put her away, which is a Babylonian divorce.  Sending out or putting away is NOT a Lawful divorce, and does not follow God's Law of FIRST giving a Writ or Bill of Divorcement in her hand -- then putting or sending away, Deuteronomy 24:1-5.   " . . . and let not the husband put away his wife."  Putting away is ONLY part of God's Law on Divorce, and in so doing the wife is still married, but no longer under the husband's house.  This was devastating to a woman back in those days who had no career.  Either she had a family member willing to accept her and provide for her, or she would either committed adultery by finding a man who would take her in or even marry her (again, never having a lawful divorce according to God's Law, if simply having departed or if having had her husband simply put her away,) or she could become a prostitute and thus committed adultery.  Without their own career, she had no means of support then without adultery, unless her father or relative would take her in.  God hates putting away, Malachi 2:16.  Note:  The newer "bibles," have changed God's word from "putting away," to "divorce" and have taught people wrongly, www.alemattec.com/What

 HYPERLINK "http://www.alemattec.com/What did Jesus REALLY say concerning divorce - Matthew 5-31 and32.doc"
 did Jesus REALLY say concerning divorce - Matthew 5-31 and32.doc.
Returning to our text in Mark 10:9-12
9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

Note:  The phrase "hath joined together," in the Greek is the word, suzeugnumi, "to yoke together".  Strongs lexicon feels a need to give an explanation of the problem (Strongs, 4801/syzeúgnymi) which means ("closely-yoked") which is only used for marriage in the New Testament –  A union in which a husband and wife "live better for the Lord together, than either would do alone" .  Thus, IF God had joined two together they would live better together for the Lord then they would be able to alone.  If then this is the case, let no man put asunder this marriage.  No man, no authority, no government.  However, if the marriage is not one that God hath joined together, and the marriage was one done out of the hardness of one's own heart, due to one's own passion or because of earthly love, and if then disunion comes into the marriage, even between two who are Christians, in such a relationship, it might be better to divorce.  Divorce would be allowed under God's Law.  Sometimes, individuals can live better for the Lord alone.  Living better alone for the Lord is also true when two people, Christians, decide NOT TO MARRY, even though they are in love, as one or the other have a mission, a Calling, "are Called" for a purpose, and the other has a different Calling of God.  It is certainly evident that there are those marriages where it is quite clear that God has put these two together, as they seem to be equally yoked in such as way as that they as a married couple live better for the Lord Jesus Christ in a marriage than if single.  If this is the case, " , . . . let not man put asunder."
10 And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter.

11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her.

Note:  Put away here in the Greek is not divorce according to God's Law.  Put away here is Babylonian divorce, sending away -- without a Writ or Bill of Divorcement, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was explaining yet again to the Apostles what Christ Jesus had said in Matthew 10, shown at the top of this study.  Also notice that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth says shall put away his wife, NOT had put away his FORMER wife, meaning this putting away is while STILL MARRIED.  INSTEAD, they had ONLY been "put away" that is "divorced (Babylonian style,)" but were still married according to God's Law.  Again, ass the Lord Jesus Christ says "his wife," NOT his former wife.  If put away was Divorce, according to God's Law, she would no longer be his wife, and she would be free to remarry.  
  
12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.
Note:  See Note given above for verse 11, which is the same, but now the woman is using Babylonian style divorce, to put away her husband.  The Holy Bible never contradicts itself, and thus what the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was saying about putting away, which means in the Greek:  I release, let go, send away, (put away,) dismiss, divorce.  (Divorce, here used, and the need to give an "explanation in the Lexicon" why using the word as divorce causes confusion:  (Note, the Lexicon explanation: The Bible never contradicts itself and hence "the divorce passages" in the Gospels uttered by Jesus (following on fornication) are not contrary to the lengthy treatment of marriage/divorce by Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:15-7:16 (which permits divorce on a broad definition of constructive or actual abandonment)).

As the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, never contradicts itself, how then can putting away here be divorce?  If no man can put asunder, then there IS no divorce, period.  Now, by having PUTTING AWAY (which is the Babylonian divorce, and only part of what God requires in His Law) we have confusion.  Divorce was Lawful, was allowed in the Old Testament, and divorce is allowed in the New Testament, on a limited scale, but ". . . not for every cause".

If ACCORDING TO WHAT HAS BEEN TAUGHT BY THE ROMAN CATHOLIC "CHURCH'S " TRADITION, AND NOW FOLLOWED BY THE SO CALLED "PROTESTANT" CHURCHES THAT WHAT CHRIST JESUS WAS COMMANDING WAS "NO DIVORCE WHATSOEVER," then makes the Apostle Paul's Commandment ALLOWING ONE TO DIVORCE contrary then to what the Lord Jesus Christ Commanded.  Obviously, this IS NOT SO; as this would cause then the lengthy treatment of marriage/divorce by the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:15-7:16 to stand then in direct contradiction to the Lord Jesus Christ's Command.  The Apostle Paul's letter to the Corinthians, 1 Corinthians 6:15-7:16 permits divorce on a broad definition of constructive and/or actual abandonment).  What then, is what the Apostle Paul Commanding THEN CONTRARY to what the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Commanded?  God forbid, and the simple answer is NO.  Therefore, if divorce is NOT allowed by order of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, AND as God's Law is settled in Heaven, and the Scripture cannot be broken, Psalm 119:89; John 10:35, then how is ANY divorce then allowed at all, as does the Apostle Paul state?

Divorce, or simply putting away, is but one part of God's Law on divorce, the other part giving into their hand a writ or bill of divorcement:  Deuteronomy 24:1-5; Matthew 1:19, Matthew 5:31-32, Matthew 19:7-9; Mark 10:2-12; Luke 16:18

 
I did not come to destroy the Law, but fulfill, Matthew 5:17-20.




Now let's looks at the main text of this study, i.e.:  Fornication.

The Greek word for fornication has a rather broad meaning of sexual misconduct, referring generally and at the same time specifically to "ANY unlawful relationships of ANY kind" against which God wrote specifically in His Law.  Unlawful relationships such as having a relationship (whether sexual or not,) with anyone that God had Commanded in His Law to separate from, as the men of Belial, evil men, wicked men, sodomites, men of satan that worshiped other "gods," including ANY relationship that God Commanded that we should not have communion with those who are against God,  Deuteronomy 13:13-15.  Specifically fornication is sexually with a whore, a harlot, -- such as the "Great Whore, the Roman Catholic "church," Revelation 17:1," that is, a prostitute -- as the root word porneia means "to sell".

Taught by the Roman Catholics, who twist most of Holy Scripture to fit their false, evil, satanic system, the Protestants too fall into the same error with the word fornication.  As most Biblical scholars have understood, again starting from the Roman Catholic view, that porneia was to mean strictly ANY sexual relations before marriage.  This view using fornication as ANY sexual relation prior to marriage has wide acceptance among especially conservative people who are quick to judge everyone according to their standard applied (in error I might add).  Holding all who are not married under God's Law to abstain from any sexual relations until marriage, which is NEVER given in God's Law, as they twist God's Word to suit their view, which seems right to a man, Proverbs 14:12.


The Jewish engagement was begun with a proposal and a commitment made in the presence of witnesses, usually publicly.  A proposal of marriage went beyond the private promise made in most modern day engagements:


Matthew 1:18-20

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.

Note:  In verse 19, Her mentioned is Mary, Joseph's espoused or future wife -- his fiancee.  Joseph was a just man, and minded to marry her, but as she was found with child, Joseph had decided then to go ahead and marry her, but then to put her away, send her away, privily, i.e.:  secretly; as was now the custom of the Jews to simply put away, not giving a Writ or Bill of Divorcement into her hands -- having been taught the Babylonian divorce of simply putting away or sending away.  Mary was engaged to Joseph, and found with child of the Holy Ghost.  Joseph married Mary anyway, most likely desiring to give the child a name, "being a just man," and not willing to make Mary a public example, not willing to expose Mary to pubic reproach, sought a Babylonian style divorce once he married Mary, which was now common among the Jews having learned this type of divorce while in captivity in Babylonian.      
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

Note:  " . . . fear not TO TAKE UNTO THEE Mary thy wife: . . . "  To Take here in the Greek means, receive what is given unto thee (you,) -- receive to your mind, accept her, acknowledge her, to join to yourself, Mary your wife.  Don't fear to take her as your wife, the one God has given unto you, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost and not of man.  Thus, Joseph sought privily, i.e.:  secretly, to simply get rid of Mary so as not to publicly shame her or have her accused of being unfaithful while engaged.  Therefore, Joseph planned secretly to put Mary away.  Putting away, Babylonian style required no public document, (Writ or Bill of Divorcement), and thus no open scandal.  

Mary was engaged to Joseph, and while engaged Mary was found with child of the Holy Ghost, verse 18 above.  Joseph married Mary, shown in verses 19-20, while Mary was pregnant with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  However, Joseph finding Mary pregnant, but not wanting to shame the woman he loved, being a just man, married her anyway to prevent also the Lord Jesus Christ from being born a bastard.  In marrying Mary, the Lord Jesus Christ would receive a legitimate earthly birth, and Mary would not be shamed.  Joseph’s plan was to do a Babylonian style of divorce, but privately, i.e.:  secretly putting Mary away.  However, this would have broken God’s Law on Divorce, that required a Writ or Bill of Divorcement given to Mary first then to have put her away.  If done according to God’s Law as this would have been done publicly and thus known by many, to acquire the Writ or Bill of Divorcement.  Verse #20, the Angel of the LORD appeared to Joseph in a dream, telling Joseph not to fear to take unto you Mary as your wife, i.e.:  (not to put her away Babylonian style and break God’s Law,) and not to Divorce her according to God's Law (which rightfully Joseph could do once he had married Mary,) but would bring shame and embarrassment to Mary. 


The major premises of twisting God's Word to fit what they believe then is: 
That the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth went against His Own words and did away with the Mosaic provision for Divorcement (I did not come to destroy the Law, but to fulfill).  In this fulfilling of God's Law, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth did NOT do away with God's Law on Divorce, nor change one dot nor tittle of that Law.  What did Moses Command you?  The ONLY changes of the Law -- was the fulfilling of the Law by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth -- concerning the Sabbath (for Christians,) the Priesthood, the Tithe, and unclean meats, Acts 10:28; Matthew 15:11; 1 Timothy 4:1-5.  None of these Old Testament Laws were destroyed at the time the Lord Jesus Christ corrected the thinking on them, but were fulfilled by the words of the Lord Jesus Christ's Apostle after the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection, AFTER the Lord Christ Jesus fulfilled all the righteous requirements of the Law, www.alemattec.com/TheLord Jesus Christ of Nazareth perfectly fulfilled all of the Law; thus, He did away with the Levitical Priesthood, and the Tithe which supported them . . . .doc.  None would change until all were fulfilled, Matthew 5:17-18.  (The Old Testament seventh day Sabbath, which was a type or shadow that looked forward to our true "Rest" in the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, wherein we cease from our own works.  That perpetual Law to the Jews was to keep that Sabbath of Rest, Exodus 31:16, is fulfilled or satisfied for Christians in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the reality of the fulfillment of that Law.  It is through the works of the Lord Jesus Christ that Christians have and will enter into His Rest, and cease from the requirement of our own works to be right with God.  Without the good works of the Old Testament, we would have been condemned by the Law, but because of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His good works, we rest from the requirement of works in Him.  The Old Testament rest of the Sabbath looked forward to this Saving Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, wherein we cease from our own works of righteousness.  Therefore, it being fulfilled or completed, we would no more rest on the seventh day Sabbath).  The Priesthood and changed, turned from God, and was cursed and destroyed by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, "woe to you . . . , " and the Tithe which was for that Priesthood, then required a disannulling going forward, Hebrews 7:12; Hebrews 7:18.

a. Therefore, they make claim that Marriage is for life and a Covenant for life, and not a contract.  Marriage is a contract which can be made void under God's Law. 
b. Remarriage while one's spouse is still living accordingly then, according to their false Doctrine constitutes adultery, which goes against God's Mosaic Law, destroying or rendering this Law then void, Deuteronomy 24:1-5.  Twisting the Lord Jesus Christ's Words making claim that marriage is for life, and to destroy then God's Law of marriage and divorcement is deceitful. 
c. They make claim that fornication is by a single person having sex outside of marriage, which is NEVER mentioned in God's Law.  Fornication is by ANYONE who has unlawful relations, relations of any kind not just sexual, but including sexual, that are contrary or that goes against God's Law.

If the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had changed God's Word, the Scribes and the Pharisees would have been all over Him before all the people.  The Scribes and Pharisees were constantly trying to trap the Lord Jesus Christ to discredit Him publicly, and certainly would have repeatedly brought this up before the people.


The Jews during this time were a body of men hostile to Christianity, with whom the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had come to see that both He and all true Christians had nothing in common as respects religious matters.  The Lord Jesus Christ, makes a distinction between the Jews and Himself and Christ Jesus' followers.  Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ and His Apostles language displays how they distinguish themselves from the Jews, as though the latter -- the Jews had sprang from an alien race, John 11:8; John 13:33.

These Jews where those (not only at Jerusalem, but also in Galilee, John 6:41, 52,) who opposed the Lord Jesus Christ's Divinity as their Master — especially the Rulers, the Priests, the members of the Sanhedrin, and the Scribes and the Pharisees —  as these, the Jewish leaders exhibited the hatred of the whole nation toward the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The Jewish faith and their worship, the religion of the Jews, called Judaism, as well as those who came into Christianity as "false Brethren, spies, called Judiazers: Galatians 1:13-18.
  

Let's see what God said, Whose Words cannot and do not change, God the Son, the very Son of God Words:

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth did NOT change God's Law UNTIL all was fulfilled.  No PART of the Law was to be taken away, pass from God's Law till the fulfillment of God's Law, upon the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  NOT until then was all righteousness fulfilled, and THEN the Law could be changed.  Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth attacked the false worship of the Jews with their Tithe, but told them as they were still under the Old Testament, and held by God's Law that they were to keep the Tithe, .  The Tithe, though, was done away with for Christians, www.alemattec.com/The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth perfectly fulfilled all of the Law; thus, He did away with the Levitical Priesthood, and the Tithe which supported them . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/The_Truth_about_Tithing.doc.  When the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was resurrected, fulfilling all the righteous requirements of the Law, He THEN could change the Law to fulfill to complete the Law.  The corrupt Priesthood of the Jews was cursed by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, " . . . woe to you . . . , " thus, destroying the Priesthood, as God had taken their Priesthood from them: Hosea 4:1-19,) for they had backsliden and had whored after other "gods".  Both Priests and people rejected knowledge.  God will justly reject them. They forgot the Law of God, neither desired nor endeavored to retain it in mind, and to transmit the remembrance to their posterity.  As the people and the Priests hardened one another's heart in sin, God was just in forgetting them and their children.  Therefore, justly shall they share in the punishment.  Sharers in sin must expect to share in ruin, as they went after the licentious orgies connected with the Syrian worship, which lured Israel away from the pure worship of God, Isaiah 28:1, 7; Amos 4:1; Hosea 5:1-4.  Their Priesthood was destroyed, and then the taking away of their Tithe which was for the Priesthood, www.alemattec.com/Against Women Preaching.doc.  The Old Testament dietary Laws were changed, 1 Timothy 4:1-5.  The Sabbath was changed from a day, a shadow of the reality, to the reality in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Nothing else was altered or destroyed, not one dot nor one tittle, except the Old Testament Sabbath requirement for Christians, the Priesthood and Tithe, and finally the Dietary restrictions under the Old Testament had also passed from the Law for Christians.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was the giver of the Law to Moses, www.alemattec.com/And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face.doc.  The Law as given to the Jews was perfect, meaning whole or complete.  However, the Law was NOT finished for all, i.e.:  ONLY for Christians, as part of the Law was for the Priesthood, i.e.:  the Scribes and the Pharisees, that corrupted the Law before the people, and their Priesthood was to be taken away, and with their Priesthood being changed (Changed meaning had turned from God,) it then required a dissanulling of the Tithe, Hebrews 7:1-28, i.e.:  abolition, disannulling, putting away, rejection of the Law concerning the Tithe, going forth or forward (for Christians); however, the Tithe is still in effect for the Jews.  Therefore, since the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had NOT yet fulfilled the Law when speaking concerning divorce, adultery, and fornication, WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN before He had fulfilled the Law, the Lord Jesus Christ would be going against His Own Words, and destroying or altering the Law -- BEFORE He had fulfilled ALL the righteous requirements of the Law.  Furthermore, if the Lord Jesus Christ had made a change at that time Christ Jesus would have been openly attacked for destroying God's Law, or destroying God's Law on Divorce.  


Matthew 5:17-20
17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
Note:  Fulfil in the Greek means to make full or complete.

18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

Note:  Till in the Greek means here, before, used in Matthew 1:17 , as "unto", meaning " . . . before Christ are fourteen generations".  Fulfilled here in verse 18 in the Greek means:  To become.  It does NOT mean to be.  Properly, to emerge, become, transitioning from one point (realm, condition -- spiritual to physical) to another.  To come into being, to be born.  Fulfilled then means a change of condition, state, or place.  Thus, it is used for God's actions as emerging from eternity and becoming known to man by (Showing themselves, i.e.:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost) in time (physical space), and the meaning is to come to pass.  All should be fulfilled before the time when " . . . heaven and earth pass . . . ," away, as they will, with a great noise and fervent heat, as to their present form and condition Again, www.alemattec.com/The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth perfectly fulfilled all of the Law; thus, He did away with the Levitical Priesthood, and the Tithe which supported them . . . .doc,
www.alemattec.com/The_Truth_about_Tithing.doc.

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

John 8:41
41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.
Note:  Born in the Greek means:  Begotten.  To have been begotten, i.e.:  been brought forth from a father . . .  “ . . . , We be not born of fornication used of worshiping God falsely, unlawfully;  . . . “  That is, we are not of a people given to idolatry, i.e.:  idol worship . . . ; we have one Father, even God.
Note:  Fornication:  To act the harlot, i.e. (literally) indulge unlawful lust (of either sex), or (figuratively) the practice of idolatry – which means to commit (fornication) by worship of idols, thus harlotry, i.e. (figuratively then) idolatry -- fornication, whoredom, Genesis 38:24; Leviticus 19:29; Leviticus 20:5; Numbers 14:33; Numbers 25:1; 2 Kings 9:22; 2 Chronicles 21:13; Jeremiah 3:2; Jeremiah 3:9; Jeremiah 13:27; Ezekiel 16:16-36; Ezekiel 20:30; Ezekiel 23:1-17; Hosea 4:10-18; Hosea 5:1-4; Hosea 6:10.  Properly, a prostitute, as the word fornication means "to sell off," illicit (Illicit:  Not allowed by Law: unlawful or illegal sexual intercourse or by false worship, by either a man or woman, to be or to act then as -- a whore, a harlot, one who yields himself/herself to defilement for the sake of gain).  Spoken of specifically of a woman indulging in unlawful sexual intercourse, whether for gain or for unlawful lust:  Matthew 21:31; Luke 15:30; 1 Corinthians 6:15; Hebrews 11: 3, 6, 13-16, 31, 39-40; James 2:25. 
In the Hebrew, the word fornication "to sell oneself" metaphorically, an idolatress, a woman who worships idols; so of 'Babylon' i. e. Rome, the chief seat of idolatry, having sold herself to worship false "gods," by indulgences, both pagan Rome AND the Roman Catholic “church,” Revelation 17; Revelation 19:2.
(Indulgences:  Roman Catholic "church," professional "pardoners" (quaestores in Latin) who were sent to collect alms for a specific project - practiced the unrestricted sale of indulgences.  Many of these quaestores, "professional "pardoners" exceeded "official Church doctrine," but were not corrected for their error, whether in avarice or ignorant zeal, and promised rewards like Salvation from eternal damnation in return for money.  With the permission of the "church," though, indulgences then became a way for Roman Catholic rulers to fund expensive projects, such as Crusades and Cathedrals, and then by keeping a significant portion of the money raised from these indulgences in their lands for their own use.  There was a tendency to forge documents, (such as the Donation of Constantine -- Lorenzo Valla, an Italian Catholic priest and Renaissance humanist, is credited with first exposing the forgery with solid philological arguments in 1439–1440, although the document's authenticity had been repeatedly contested since 1001,) by declaring that indulgences had been granted.  Indulgences grew to extraordinary magnitude, in terms of longevity and breadth of forgiveness.  A professional "pardoner," i.e.:  quaestore, Tetzel used to teach the people that he exhorted money from, "As soon as a coin in the coffer rings, a soul from purgatory springs".). 

Marriage is NOT necessarily for life, although it was meant to be a relationship to last until one's death, but due to the hardness of men's hearts, i.e.:  sin which causes men's hearts to be hardened, God allowed divorce in His Law.  God is a divorcee, and used His Own Law to divorce Israel, www.alemattec.com/What did Jesus REALLY say concerning divorce - Matthew 5-31 and32.doc.

Matthew 5:31-32
31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:


Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth repeats God's Law here in Deuteronomy 24:1-5, but is going to correct what the Jews had been doing, using the put away portion for ANY CAUSE for any reason, and not because of an unlawful relationship, i.e.:  fornication.
32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.


Note:  This mistranslation in verse 32 is where the confusion takes place.  Even in the King James Version, this is mistranslated.  Both PUT AWAY and DIVORCE in this sentence is the same word, apoluó, as you see what the Lord Jesus Christ said in Matthew 19:9 -- which is the same statement for both, which is putting away -- compare Matthew 5:32; Matthew 19:9.  Saving here in the Greek means:  In addition to, besides, outside, without, except for.  Properly, the things that occur besides, outside of God's Law, or in addition to God's Law. 
Cause here in the Greek means:  A word, speech, Divine Utterance, analogy.  Properly, what has been said or has been spoken as God's Word (written in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible) "concerning fornication" and marriage.

Whosoever then puts away his wife (FOR ANY CAUSE -- IN ADDITION TO) what God had Commanded or allowed in God's Law of Divorce, Deuteronomy 24:1-5) was NOT lawful, and when she remarries (she is still married) she commits adultery, because she was not divorced lawfully, ACCORDING TO God's Law.  What the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was saying, was NO, NOT FOR ANY CAUSE.  NOT ACCORDING TO YOUR TRADITIONS, which allowed divorce for ANY CAUSE, ANY REASON.  Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was confirming God's Law on LEGAL DIVORCE, not destroying God's Law, NOR changing God's Law here, . . . as His answer was, what does the Law say,? and telling them that divorce -- WAS ONLY LAWFUL, acceptable to God, if the Law was used Lawfully, as said the Apostle Paul, 1 Timothy 1:7-11. 
Therefore, What the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was saying then was:  What has been said (spoken of, written in the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible) NOT what you've added to the Law by your traditions, IN ADDITION TO, BESIDES, what was being said about divorce OUTSIDE of what God has spoken as His Word "concerning fornication", i.e.:  unlawful relationships which God allowed one to divorce their spouse for in His Law of Divorce, not simply, as the Jews had been doing "for any cause, i.e.:  any reason they decided".  As the Jews had expanded God's Law on Divorce by their "traditions," and they were allowing divorce for "ANY CAUSE," such as a husband being mad at his wife for burning dinner, etc . . .  Or, by ignoring God's Law on Divorce, and simply doing the part of God's Law, the physical part by PUTTING AWAY WITHOUT THE WRIT OR BILL OF DIVORCEMENT, putting away a spouse.  Then if that spouse remarried, having been put away without a legal Writ or Bill of Divorcement, and remarried she committed adultery.
Therefore, those who hold the premise of remarriage while one's spouse is still living then constitutes adultery is COMPLETELY wrong, and goes against God's Law.  Again, the Scribes and the Pharisees would have used what the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had said against Him, if indeed the Lord Jesus Christ had made claim contrary to God's Law.  The Scribes and the Pharisees would at every occasion called Christ Jesus blasphemous, (Blasphemous:  One who goes against God's Law by speaking lightly of God's Law or not holding to it, one who speaks evil against God's Law, one who REVERSES what God's Law declares -- thus reversing moral value, or to slander God's Law, or to speak lightly or profanely of sacred things.) if the Lord Jesus Christ had twisted God's Word, and they (the Scribes and Pharisees) would have used this example before the people repeatedly.  Again, the Scribes and Pharisees would have used every opportunity to openly attack, to publicly denounce, and attempt to discredit the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth if indeed Christ Jesus had changed God's Law. 
Genesis 17:11,14,23,24,25; Exodus 28:42; Genesis 17:14; Leviticus 15:2-19; Ezekiel 16:26; Ezekiel 23:20; Ezekiel 44:7,9
Let's see what God had Commanded in His Law concerning sexual relations . . .



Exodus 22:16-17
16 And if a man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and lie with her, he shall surely endow her to be his wife.
17 If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall pay money according to the dowry of virgins.
Note:  Sex outside marriage, if the father does not like the man or feel he would not make a good addition to the family, he would be charged to pay a dowry for taking her virginity.

Leviticus 19:20

20 And whosoever lieth carnally with a woman, that is a bondmaid, betrothed to an husband, and not at all redeemed, nor freedom given her; she shall be scourged; they shall not be put to death, because she was not free.

Note:  Sex outside marriage, but with coercion.
Deuteronomy 22:22-30
22 If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.
Note:  This is adultery, and both shall die.  Both the man and the woman are called adulterers, according to God's Law, Leviticus 20:10.  She, because she was married and committed adultery.  Him, because we do NOT know from the text whether he was married or not, but God also calls him an adulterer all the same.  However, the ASSUMPTION, is that he was NOT married, but it simply does not matter, as he hath humbled his neighbor's wife causing her to commit adultery, see verse 24 below, and for this was also to be put to death.
23 If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her;
24 Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his neighbour's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.

Note:  Again, see Matthew 1:19-20 above.  Humbled in the Hebrew means:  Defile.  Is used here, and in some other Scriptures meaning to defile by force, i.e.:  to rape.  Other Scriptures that mention this defilement by force, 2 Samuel 13:12-14; 2 Samuel 13:22; 2 Samuel 13:32; Ezekiel 22:11.

25 But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and the man force her, and lie with her: then the man only that lay with her shall die.
Note:  Again, see Matthew 1:19-20 above.
26 But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there is in the damsel no sin worthy of death: for as when a man riseth against his neighbour, and slayeth him, even so is this matter:
27 For he found her in the field, and the betrothed damsel cried, and there was none to save her.
28 If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with her, and they be found;
29 Then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he hath humbled her, he may not put her away all his days.
30 A man shall not take his father's wife, nor discover his father's skirt.

Note:  “ . . . put her away . . . ”  Means, send away.  Cast away.  Forsake.  It does NOT mean divorce.  Skirt here in the Hebrew means:  Wings.  Wings can mean a garment, one's skirt, or bed-clothing, but also can and probably means:  A woman's labia, which are the outer and inner lips of the vulva. The outer lips, or labia majora, are two fatty pads, usually covered with pubic hair.  Between are the inner lips, or labia minora, two folds or flaps (like wings, or butterfly wings if you will,) of skin that join at the sensitive clitoral hood at the top, and thin out near the vaginal opening.
 


Here is God's Law concerning sexual sin, and sacrificing children to another, "god," to commit spiritual whoredom with another "god," as well as communion or communicating with "spirits," which all make up fornication (Unlawful relationships):


Leviticus 20:1-27
1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones.

3 And I will set my face against that man, and will cut him off from among his people; because he hath given of his seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and to profane my holy name.

4 And if the people of the land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth of his seed unto Molech, and kill him not:

5 Then I will set my face against that man, and against his family, and will cut him off, and all that go a whoring after him, to commit whoredom with Molech, from among their people.

6 And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people.

7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the Lord your God.

8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the Lord which sanctify you.

9 For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him.
10 And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.
11 And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath uncovered his father's nakedness: both of them shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.

12 And if a man lie with his daughter in law, both of them shall surely be put to death: they have wrought confusion; their blood shall be upon them.

13 If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.

14 And if a man take a wife and her mother, it is wickedness: they shall be burnt with fire, both he and they; that there be no wickedness among you.

15 And if a man lie with a beast, he shall surely be put to death: and ye shall slay the beast.

16 And if a woman approach unto any beast, and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the woman, and the beast: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.

17 And if a man shall take his sister, his father's daughter, or his mother's daughter, and see her nakedness, and she see his nakedness; it is a wicked thing; and they shall be cut off in the sight of their people: he hath uncovered his sister's nakedness; he shall bear his iniquity.

18 And if a man shall lie with a woman having her sickness, and shall uncover her nakedness; he hath discovered her fountain, and she hath uncovered the fountain of her blood: and both of them shall be cut off from among their people.

19 And thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother's sister, nor of thy father's sister: for he uncovereth his near kin: they shall bear their iniquity.

20 And if a man shall lie with his uncle's wife, he hath uncovered his uncle's nakedness: they shall bear their sin; they shall die childless.

21 And if a man shall take his brother's wife, it is an unclean thing: he hath uncovered his brother's nakedness; they shall be childless.
22 Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out.

23 And ye shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which I cast out before you: for they committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred them.

24 But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey: I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from other people.

25 Ye shall therefore put difference between clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean fowls and clean: and ye shall not make your souls abominable by beast, or by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, which I have separated from you as unclean.

26 And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine.

27 A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.

Deuteronomy 27:20-23
20 Cursed be he that lieth with his father's wife; because he uncovereth his father's skirt. And all the people shall say, Amen.

21 Cursed be he that lieth with any manner of beast. And all the people shall say, Amen.

22 Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the daughter of his father, or the daughter of his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen.

23 Cursed be he that lieth with his mother in law. And all the people shall say, Amen.
Hebrews 12:16

16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.
Note:  Fornicator here in the Greek means:  A fornicator, a man who prostitutes himself.  A male prostitute.  A man who prostitutes his body to another's lust for hire.  A man who indulges in unlawful sexual intercourse.  A fornicator is also called a whoremonger.  A whoremonger is:  A man consorting with whores or given to lechery (Lechery:  Is one who is inordinate (Inordinate:  Going beyond what is usual, normal, or proper.)  One who exceeds reasonable limits by going beyond reasonable limits, not moderate --IMMODERATE.  (Immoderate:  Exceeding just, usual, or suitable bounds.  One with an immoderate appetite, or an immoderate pride.) One who indulges in immoderate sexual activity, which is lasciviousness (Lasciviousness, filled with or showing sexual desire, one who is lewd, lustful).  Fornicator is someone who is highly-fed sexual desire, given over to lechery, inordinate, immoderate, and therefore wanton in their sexual appetite ).  This is not speaking of simple sexual relations between two consenting adults in premarital sexual relations.  
Revelation 22:15; 1 Corinthians 5:9-11; 1 Corinthians 6:9; Ephesians 5:5; 1 Timothy 1:10; Hebrews 12:16; Hebrews 13:4; Revelation 21:8; Revelation 22:15

Mark 7:21-23; 2 Corinthians 12:21; Galatians 5:18-25; Ephesians 4:15-19; 1 Peter 4:1-8; Jude 1:3-5




Matthew 19:1-12
1 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, he departed from Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan;

2 And great multitudes followed him; and he healed them there.

3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?
4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,
5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?
6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.
7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?
8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.


Note:  This put(ting) away was sending out after the Writ of Divorcement.
9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.

Note:  www.alemattec.com/What did Jesus REALLY say concerning divorce - Matthew 5-31 and32.doc
" . . . except it be for fornication, . . . "  Fornication is any unlawful relationship.  A relationship against or outside of what is Commanded in God's Law.  These relationships are considered sin, according to God's Law; however, this is NOT here speaking of a sexual relationship between a married man and another -- for that is adultery and has its own remedy under God's Law, nor of a married woman and another as again that is adultery, nor calling that fornication.  Sexual relations with a married man and another, or a married woman and another -- is adultery, and that was punishable by death.
10 His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry.

Note:  It would be more expedient and advisable for a man to live always a single life, than to run the risk of marrying a woman, that may prove very disagreeable and uncomfortable, to whom he must be bound all the days of his or her life and never ever a remedy to end the marriage.  In such a case, it would seem hell on earth not to be able to relieve and extricate himself from such a marriage.  In this view of marriage, surely it must prove a snare rather than a blessing, and had better be avoided altogether.  God knew that inhumane husbands would use that Law of death unto all manner of cruelty towards their wives, for how ready was it for a wicked and unkind husband to lay snares even for his innocent wife, if he were weary of her, to oppress her under that Law of death!  Therefore,  if she were taken under guilt, how cruelly and insolently would he triumph over her, poor woman, both to the disgrace of wedlock and to the scandal of religion!  Therefore the most prudent, and withal merciful Lawgiver -- the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, made provision that the woman, if she were guilty, might not go without her punishment, and if she were not guilty, might go without danger from that marriage.  Futhermore, that the wicked husband that was impatient of wedlock might not satiate (Satiate:  Not be satisfied in full) his cruelty. That Law, indeed of death, held the adulterer in a snare, and exacted capital punishment upon him or her, and so the Law made sufficient provision for terror, but it consulted more gently for the woman, the weaker vessel, lest the cruelty of her husband might unmercifully triumph over her. 

Therefore, in the suspicion of adultery, and the thing not discovered, the husband might, if he would, try his wife by the bitter waters, or if he would he might connive (Connive:  To avoid noticing something that one is expected to oppose or condemn; give aid to wrongdoing by forbearing to act or speak) at her.  In case of the discovery of adultery, the husband might seek to divorce AND then to put away his wife, but he scarce might put her to death, because the Law of Divorce was given for that very end, that provision might be made for the woman especially against the hardheartedness of her husband.
He might put her away by the traditional Law, which permitted divorces without the case of adultery; on the other hand he might not, if he had pleased, have brought her to trial by the bitter waters; but it argued the hardness of his heart towards his wife, or burning jealousy, that he brought her. Therefore, the man could try his wife under the Law of Jealousies, Numbers 5:11-31.  

Clearly sexual unfaithfulness is a crime of such magnitude against a marriage that it stands in a special class as a sin that may do irreparable damage to the marriage. Other failures as regards the obligations of marriage are not in the same class.
Having said this, however, attention should be given to a situation in which one party deliberately contributes to the other's becoming guilty of sexual fornication (unLawful relationship). As an example, there have been cases in which a wife has withheld herself from her husband in the expectation that he would eventually commit fornication (an unlawful relationship,) and become guilty of adultery, and in so doing allowing her to seek a Divorce within the Church "lawfully".  Likewise, there have been men who would so psychologically abuse their wives as to drive them into the arms of other men.  There have even been cases in which a spouse arranged to have the other seduced.  In any case, adultery is simply inexcusable.  At the same time, though, we surely recognize that the spouse who pushed the mate into this sin is certainly not an innocent party. He/she could not claim the Lawful right to Divorce and remarry, even though their spouse was guilty of adultery. The reason should be obvious.  If such were allowed it would mean he/she could gain an advantage by his/her own sinful actions in deliberately pushing their spouse toward adultery.  It would be then clearly a case of doing evil that good may come . . .

Romans 3:8
8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.
Note:  The very real possibility, therefore, that the one viewed by others as being innocent might be guilty of pushing "the guilty party" into fornication should make us very cautious about giving advice. Even though fornication cannot be justified, the other spouse may not be free from blame. In many cases, however, only the One Triune God, the Trinity, and the persons actually involved will really know.

Returning to Matthew 19: 11-12:
11 But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given.

12 For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.
Luke 16:14-18

14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him. 

15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.

16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.
17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.
18 Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery.

Note:  " . . . put away from her husband committeth adultery."  NOT from her former husband.  Notice here she is STILL married.  Therefore, if anyone marrieth her that has been PUT AWAY, i.e.:  Babylonian style "divorce" -- not according to God's Law on Divorce, such that marrying her (as she is still married) commiteth adultery.

Note:  www.alemattec.com/What did Jesus REALLY say concerning divorce - Matthew 5-31 and32.doc


  
Exodus 22:16
16 And if a man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and lie with her, he shall surely endow her to be his wife. 




Numbers 25:1

25 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab.



Note:  When the nation go after the whores of other nations, they commit fornication -- here used as whoredom, which is (unlawful relations, those relationships which are against God's Law,) to be with a harlot, or to act then like a harlot themselves by have intercourse (not necessarily sexual intercourse,) but having intercourse with other "deities" by their communion with others who worship false "god(s)".  Intercourse (Intercourse:  Connection or dealings between persons or groups.  Having communion (Communion:   An act or instance of sharing.  Open communication, and/or intimate fellowship or rapport.) with, or exchange with, especially an exchange of thoughts, beliefs, or feelings, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, www.alemattec.com/God killed Onan for his seed was spilled on the ground, and false Roman Catholic 'doctrine' concerning this in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible . . . .doc).  Thus one who acts in communion with -- as now do formerly Protestant (Protestant:  Those who "protested" the wicked, evil, false teachings of the Roman Catholic "church".) who now have communion with the Roman Catholics, as they now consider Roman Catholics as just "fellow Christians," instead of recognizing them as who they are in reality, i.e.:  Baal worshipers, men of Belial, again 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, men of satan.  Following then unspoken rules of social intercourse, and those having communion with the Roman Catholic "church," which is considered then as harlotry -- as a prostitute, one who has sex in exchange for money, as a harlot.  



Acts 15:20, 29

20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.


29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.


Acts 21:25

25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication.




Note:  To abstain from idols, blood (from strangled animals) and from fornication (unLawful relationships of any kind, that which is against what God has Commanded in His Law) - Which things the heathens did not account any fault, as they knew not God nor God's Law, and therefore acted unlawfully.  It was particularly frequent in their worship of idols, on which account they are here named together to offer blood from strangled animals without "bleeding them" and to have a "temple prostitute" in which the heathen, in Baal worship found a "uniting of two flesh to be one with their "god,"  " . . . and from things strangled, . . .".  That is, from whatever had been killed, without pouring out the blood (bleeding).   Additionally, it was thought by many heathen "religions" that as life was in the blood that drinking blood made one "unite with their 'god,' " thus, as there is no other God by Jehovah, drinking blood was then the worship of devils, demons, that they called "god".  When God first permitted man to eat flesh, God Commanded Noah, and in him all his posterity, whenever they killed any creature for food, to abstain from the blood thereof.  It was to be poured upon the ground as water, Deuteronomy 15:23: doubtless in honor of that blood which was in due time poured out by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth for the sin of the world (God's family, God's Elect, those Called of God, the True Worshipers, those Born Again Believers -- ALONE,)  adopted into God's family by the Lord Jesus Christ, Ephesians 1:3-14.

 


Judges 19:2

1 And it came to pass in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that there was a certain Levite sojourning on the side of mount Ephraim, who took to him a concubine out of Bethlehemjudah.

2 And his concubine played the whore against him, and went away from him unto her father's house to Bethlehemjudah, and was there four whole months.

Note:  When there was no leadership, every man did as he willed, Judges 17:6; Judges 21:25, and here a Levite (Priestly caste) whose concubine (Concubine:   An unmarried woman who has sex with a man, and lives with the man and his wife or wives.) played the whore against him.  Concubine may have been a paramour:  A person with whom someone is having a romantic or sexual relationship -- especially a secret or an improper relationship.



Leviticus 19:29

29 Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be a whore; lest the land fall to whoredom, and the land become full of wickedness.

Note:  Prostitute here in the Hebrew means:  To pierce.  To pierce herself.  To profane herself.  To become free from obligation or tie.  To pollute or defile oneself.  



Leviticus 21:9
9 And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by playing the whore, she profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire.


Note:  Spiritually, God is a Born Again Believer's Father, and profaning oneself by playing the whore by worshipping idols and other false "gods," she profaneth God the Father, and thus she shall be burnt with fire.




As the people go whoring after other "gods" . . .
Exodus 34:15-16; Deuteronomy 31:16; Leviticus 17:7; Leviticus 20:5


Note:  When the nation go after the whores of other nations, they commit fornication (unlawful relations, those relationships that are against God's Law,) to be with a harlot, or to act then like a harlot themselves by have intercourse (not necessarily sexual intercourse,) but having intercourse with other "deities" by their communion with others who worship false "god(s)".  Intercourse (Intercourse:  Connection or dealings between persons or groups.  Having communion (Communion:   An act or instance of sharing.  Open communication, and/or intimate fellowship or rapport.) with, or an exchange with, especially an exchange of thoughts, beliefs, or feelings, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, www.alemattec.com/God killed Onan for his seed was spilled on the ground, and false Roman Catholic 'doctrine' concerning this in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible . . . .doc) with others.  Thus, one who acts in communion with -- as now do formerly those that called themselves Protestant (Protestant:  Those who "Protested" the wicked, evil, false teachings of the Roman Catholic "church".) who now have communion with the Roman Catholics, as much of those who were formerly Protestant now consider Roman Catholics as just "fellow Christians," instead of recognizing them as who they are in reality, i.e.:  Baal worshipers, as men of Belial, again 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, men of satan.  Following then unspoken rules of social intercourse, and those having communion with the Roman Catholic "church," which is considered then as harlotry -- as a prostitute, one who has sex in exchange for money, as a harlot.  






Note:  Here, Old Testament Law for the Priests and High Priests, which was different than that of the people . . .


Leviticus 21:1-15
1 And the Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto them, There shall none be defiled for the dead among his people:

2 But for his kin, that is near unto him, that is, for his mother, and for his father, and for his son, and for his daughter, and for his brother.

3 And for his sister a virgin, that is nigh unto him, which hath had no husband; for her may he be defiled.
Note:  The Priests were enjoined to abstain from all approaches to the dead, except at the funerals of relatives, to whom affection or necessity might call them to perform the last offices. Those exceptional cases, which are specified, in verses 2 and 3 above, were strictly confined to the members of their own family, within the nearest degrees of kindred.
4 But he shall not defile himself, being a chief man among his people, to profane himself.
5 They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off the corner of their beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh.

6 They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of the Lord made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer: therefore they shall be holy.
7 They shall not take a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither shall they take a woman put away from her husband: for he is holy unto his God.

Note:  Put away in the Hebrew here means:  Driven out, cast our, thrust out by her husband, the same word used for divorcement, even if they were given a Write of Divorcement, which allowed them to remarry.  Attached to the other examples, might very well mean one put away for a cause, but certainly not for adultery, for adultery was punishable by death.  " . .  . neither shall they take a woman put away by her husband:  . . ." which was, in these times, common for any offense, i.e.:  it was common among the people and the Priesthood to put away a wife, when the crime of adultery was not pretended, but this having been put away by her husband always supposed something bad or amiss within her, and made such a woman suspected of having done an unseemly thing to be deserving of being put away, or if Lawfully divorced by her husband.  Therefore, the Priest must not marry one that was put away, because there was reason for others to think it was for some fault she was put away, or even Lawfully divorced.  Priest, though, were allowed to marry a widow of a Priest, Ezekiel 44:22, but the High Priest could not.  The Priests were forbidden to undervalue themselves by such marriages as these, as a woman put away or even Divorced Lawfully, which although were allowed to others in God's Law on Divorce, Deuteronomy 24:1-5.  Lest it should bring a present reproach upon their Ministry, harden the profane in their profaneness, and grieve the hearts of some people.  Therefore, Priests were forbidden to marrying such persons, but others could.


8 Thou shalt sanctify him therefore; for he offereth the bread of thy God: he shall be holy unto thee: for I the Lord, which sanctify you, am holy.

9 And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by playing the whore, she profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire.
10 And he that is the high priest among his brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil was poured, and that is consecrated to put on the garments, shall not uncover his head, nor rend his clothes;
11 Neither shall he go in to any dead body, nor defile himself for his father, or for his mother;
12 Neither shall he go out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his God; for the crown of the anointing oil of his God is upon him: I am the Lord.

13 And he shall take a wife in her virginity.
14 A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an harlot, these shall he not take: but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.
Note:  The High Priest cannot even marry a widow.  Divorced here in the Hebrew means:  Driven out, cast out, thrust out by her husband, and given a Writ of Divorcement, allowing them to remarry, as opposed to simply being Driven out, cast out, thrust out by her husband WITHOUT a Write of Divorcement, as had become the norm after the Jews captivity in Babylon.  The High Priest was not allowed to marry a widow (as other Priests might, Ezekiel 44:22), much less one divorced.  The reason of this was to put a difference between him as the High Priest and other Priests in this matter.  Additionally, as the High Priest, he wasn't allowed to touch the dead, even close relatives.
It's important to note that Leviticus 21:1-15, was an exception done for the Priesthood, which truly was to make them exceptional, set aside solely for God's work,Holiness To The Lord, Exodus 39:1-43, and was not the general rule for the people as a whole.


15 Neither shall he profane his seed among his people: for I the Lord do sanctify him.

1 Corinthians 6:18-20
18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.



Note:  Fornication here in the first instance is having unlawful relationships of any kind, specifically sexual, against what God has written in His Law.  However, this word fornication has a broad usage, including:  Whoredom; met, i.e.:  to welcome: idolatry.  Any sexual sin, that which was any unlawful relationship, anything then sexually, or spiritually, which was against God's Law, which God had proclaimed in His Law concerning sexual relationships, which in the spiritual realm ALSO includes Whoredom which welcomes idolatry.  However, the second use of the word fornication is a different Greek word.  Thus, ". . . but he that committeth fornication . . ."  which includes being unequally yoked with non-believers, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, www.alemattec.com/God killed Onan for his seed was spilled on the ground, and false Roman Catholic 'doctrine' concerning this in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible . . . .doc, sinneth against his own body -- which is the Temple of the Holy Ghost.  Thus in so doing he is uniting Christ Jesus with an idol or a whore.  This second word, fornication, means:  To practice immorality by being unfaithful to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth by the worship of idols.  As this Greek word for fornication means:  I fornicate; met, i.e.:  I welcome, or: I practice idolatry.  Following after, or closing associating with, non-believers.  Thus, to met, (Met:  To welcome.  Met is an archaic word, i.e.:  a primitive or ancient, or old usage of the word meaning "to welcome").  In this manner, to met or to welcome those who practice idolatry, and by doing so they commune with them.  Therefore, is so doing they unite Christ Jesus then with idolatry of those who practice idolatry, sinning against the Body of Christ -- which a Christian is a member.  As his/her body is a Temple of the Holy Spirit, which is part of the Body of Christ, he not ONLY sins against his own body, but also in so doing unites Christ Jesus as a Head of the Body, as well as other members which make up the body, with an idol or a whore.
19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
1 Corinthians 10:8
8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand.
Note:  Fornication was the worship of Baal, Numbers 25:1-18, shown and explained further below.  Here, the Apostle Paul enjoins, (Enjoins:  To direct or order someone to do something.  To prevent someone from doing something, especially to give a legal order preventing someone from doing something, i.e.:  fornication (having unlawful relationships.) with regard to idolatry, that holy fear which avoids the occasion of doing evil, has then MET , i.e.:  welcomed the occasion of falling.  Indeed, there is both association and communion through the Communion Table of which we partake with that which is on it, representing both the body and blood of the self-sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth on the Cross of Calvary for the sins of His people, the Born Again Believers.  Christians, being many, are but one bread and one body -- inasmuch as we share the same bread at the Lord's Supper.  Those in Israel who ate of the sacrifices were partakers of the Altar, and thus they were identified with it.  Therefore, those who ate of idol's meat as such were identified with the idol it was offered to. Was this to say that the idol was anything?  No.  It is written, the things which the Gentiles offered, they offered to devils, to demons, and not to God.

Deuteronomy 32:16-18
16 They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger.
17 They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not.
18 Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee.
Note:  The Rock, is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  www.alemattec.com/The Lord of Hosts the God of Israel, I AM HE, the Lord thy God, I AM the Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Lord God, Jehovah God.doc.  

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the creator of all things, yes even evil, John 1:1-5, was the Rock.

Isaiah 45:7
7 I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these things.


Note:  Should a Christian then, partake of the table of devils or demons? The table was the table of demons, the cup the cup of demons, which is an important principle for the Christian Church, www.alemattec.com/Why were the Protestants forefathers burned to the stake.doc.  Would one provoke the Lord by putting Him on a level with demons? 


Numbers 25:1-18
1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab.
2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods.
3 And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel.

4 And the Lord said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the Lord against the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may be turned away from Israel.


Note:  Heads, shown above, means:  Especially, the head of a family, the leader of a family, see verse 15 below.

5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor.
Note:  Notice the root part of the word, Baal(peor).  The Jews had repeatedly turned to worship Baal, satan, as did the Gentile nations around them.

6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

7 And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand;

8 And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel.
9 And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.

Note:  Moses says there died twenty and four thousand, which includes BOTH the heads of the people that were hanged up against the sun and ALSO all that perished afterward by the sword, javelin, etc . . . , .  The Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:8 above says, that there fell three and twenty thousand, referring only to the latter, who only could be properly said "to fall," and not those that were hanged up before the LORD against the sun.  Now the heads of the people that suffered the first kind of death, is very probable then one thousand. They that died in the other way, then, three and twenty thousand, along with the one thousand, hung before the LORD against the sun, does then make the sums to agree.  Both sums are expressed by Moses, under the general name of a plague.  To all this, that the Apostle Paul then uses a limiting clause, which Moses does not, and says that those who fell then (by the sword, javelin, etc . . . ) were three and twenty thousand who fell in one day.  So, then the heads of the people hung before the LORD against the sun, was a thousand, which were hanged up in one day.  The three and twenty thousand that fell by the sword, javelin, etc . . . died the next, which the Apostle Paul specifically notes speaking that is just wasn't their leaders or the head of the families that were killed by hanging before the LORD against the sun, but here the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:8 above, speaks specifically of the rest of the people that were killed (after their Head of family was killed), which was three and twenty thousand.
10 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.

12 Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:

13 And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel.

14 Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with the Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites.

15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian.

Note:  Head(s) see verse four above.


16 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

17 Vex the Midianites, and smite them:

18 For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the plague for Peor's sake.
Romans 6:13-15

 13Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

 14For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

 15What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.



Galatians 3:1-10

 1O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? 

 2This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 

 3Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

 4Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. 

 5He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 

 6Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 

 7Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.




Galatians 3:10-14

10For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

 11But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 

 12And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 

 13Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 

Note:  www.alemattec.com/Fiery serpents . . . .doc

14That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Revelation 2:14

14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

Note:  Here, church in Pergamos, following after the doctrine of Baal, having unlawful relationships, i.e.:  fornication, (whoredom) by worshiping a false "god," Baal.
Revelation 2:20


20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

Note:  To the church in Thyatira, having unlawful relationships, i.e.:  fornication.   How are both these "churches" committing fornication, Revelation 2:14 and Revelation 2:20, which is described by most scholars simply as a non-married individual having sexual relations?  Of course, that definition does NOT hold water here.  The people in these "churches" commit fornication by whoring after Baal, i.e.:  Balaam, and they taught the people to worship idols and commit UNLAWFUL relations, whoredom, by following after another so called "god, i.e.:  Baal". 

1 John 5:18

18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

Note:  Not that any man can keep himself by his own power and strength.  God alone is the keeper of His people, and they are only kept in safety whom He keeps, and it is by God's power they are kept.  Therefore, ONLY God can keep a Christian from evil, as we are to pray in the Lord's Prayer.  The sense is, that a Born Again Believer defends himself by taking to him the whole armor of God, and especially the shield of faith against the corruptions of his own heart, the snares of the world, and particularly the temptations of satan, that wicked one toucheth him not.  Not that satan doesn't desire to attack, as he clearly does any weakness in a Christian.  Also, if satan who is a Christian's mortal enemy cannot harm the Christian directly who has the full armor of God, satan will INDIRECTLY attack those the Christian loves, i.e.:  their family.  In that satan cannot come at him so as to wound him to the heart directly, nor destroy that principle of life that is in him, or so as to overcome and devour him.  Yes, satan may tempt him, and sift him, and buffet him, and greatly afflict and grieve him, but he can not touch his Eternal Life, nor hurt him with the second death, which is Hell.  Sometimes the Born Again Believer is so enabled to wield the shield of faith, or to hold up the Lord Jesus Christ as the shield by faith, and turn it every way in such a manner, that satan, who is here meant by the wicked one, because he is notoriously so, cannot come near him, nor in with him, to shake him in his faith.  Thus, satan cannot work upon him at all with his temptations to destroy his faith, nor in the least hurt his peace, joy, and comfort, which is given by the Holy Spirit to him through Christ Jesus, by God the Father.  The Saints of God know their perseverance comes from the promises of God, and declarations of the Lord Jesus Christ their Savior, and they trust in the Lord, the Rock of their Salvation:

Psalm 125:1

1 They that trust in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.
Hebrews 13:4
4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.
Note:  True marriage is the union of one man and one woman in wedlock, whereby they become one flesh in child birth.  In marriage there is a joining together of male and female in this relation, these two and these two only.  Whoremongers, which is another word for fornication, is referencing those who go against God's Law, being unlawful in their relationship, as God has Commanded that those who do are cut off, i.e.:  die not to enter into Eternal life.  Here is another example God's Law on unLawful relationships, i.e.:  being a fornicator or whoremonger, as did the nations around the children of Israel:
Leviticus 18:1-30

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the Lord your God.

3 After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances.
4 Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am the Lord your God.

5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the Lord.
6 None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their nakedness: I am the Lord.

7 The nakedness of thy father, or the nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not uncover: she is thy mother; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

8 The nakedness of thy father's wife shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's nakedness.

9 The nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of thy father, or daughter of thy mother, whether she be born at home, or born abroad, even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover.

10 The nakedness of thy son's daughter, or of thy daughter's daughter, even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover: for theirs is thine own nakedness.

11 The nakedness of thy father's wife's daughter, begotten of thy father, she is thy sister, thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

12 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's sister: she is thy father's near kinswoman.

13 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother's sister: for she is thy mother's near kinswoman.

14 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's brother, thou shalt not approach to his wife: she is thine aunt.

15 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy daughter in law: she is thy son's wife; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

16 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother's wife: it is thy brother's nakedness.

17 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter, neither shalt thou take her son's daughter, or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her nakedness; for they are her near kinswomen: it is wickedness.

18 Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister, to vex her, to uncover her nakedness, beside the other in her life time.

19 Also thou shalt not approach unto a woman to uncover her nakedness, as long as she is put apart for her uncleanness.

20 Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour's wife, to defile thyself with her.

21 And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the Lord.

22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.

23 Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.
24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you:
25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.
26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among you:

27 (For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were before you, and the land is defiled;)

28 That the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out the nations that were before you.

29 For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit them shall be cut off from among their people.

30 Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these abominable customs, which were committed before you, and that ye defile not yourselves therein: I am the Lord your God.
Note:  All of these things are fornication -- unlawful relationships.  Marriage, which alone is between one man and one woman is thus "honorable," as it was instituted by God Himself, and has been honored with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Genesis 2:22. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator God who created all things for His Own pleasure, following God the Father's instruction, not doing His Own Will, but being fully One with God the Father, and God the Holy Ghost, One God in creation, the fullness of the Godhead revealed, shown forth to us as the Mighty God, Psalm 50:1; Psalm 132:1-5; Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 10:21; Jeremiah 32:17-24; Habakkuk 1:12, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, then shown to us as the Great God at His appearing, Titus 2:12-14, . . . at the glorious appearing of the Great God and our Savior Jesus Christ, and to become unveiled to Christians finally in Heaven before all one with Christ Jesus forever as the Almighty God, www.alemattec.com/The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Almighty God!.doc, a God in three persons, the blessed Trinity, www.alemattec.com/Holy, Holy, Holy, the Lord God Almighty, Sea of Glass, Smoke from the Glory of God and from His Power . . . .doc.

1 Timothy 3:16
16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

Genesis 1:1-2; John 1:1-5; Revelation 1:8; Revelation 4:1-11; Revelation 11:17; Revelation 15:3; Revelation 16:7; Revelation 16:14; Revelation 19:15; Revelation 21:22.
Marriage was instituted to procreate children, multiply the earth, build up families, preserve a legitimate offspring, to prevent fornication and all uncleanness.  Therefore, in marriage when the duties of the relation are performed on both sides, marriage is honorable "in all".  Honorable in all things, in all respects, upon all accounts, in every way.  Marriage is esteemed of among all nations.  Marriage becomes persons of all ranks and degrees, quality, and order, and it is honorable in all that are Lawfully married, and who do not violate the marriage contract, or defile the marriage bed.  Hereby are condemned such who despise marriage, that they may give a loose to their wandering and insatiable lusts, who under a pretense of greater sanctity and perfection, reject it as unlawful.  The Papists, who deny it to men employed in their "sacred work".  However, the marriage bed is undefiled, the bed of such whose marriage is honorable in that it is not polluted by admitting others into it, or by acts of fornication (Fornication:  Unlawful relationships) and/or adultery.  These fornicators, i.e.:  whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.  Fornicators, i.e.:  whoremongers is a sin committed by individuals outside of, or by not following God's Law.  Even though it was reckoned among the Gentiles a thing indifferent, yet is contrary to the Law of God, and is a work of the flesh, and makes unfit for the Kingdom of God, i.e.:  (Heaven,) and brings down the judgments of God both here and hereafter.  This is in opposition to marriage, which is appointed to prevent it. The sin "adulterers" are guilty of, is a sin committed by persons, who are either one or both in a married state, and so is directly a pollution of the marriage bed.  Adultery was punishable with death by the Law of God.  Though men may make light of it, God will judge and punish such as commit it:  both in this life, with diseases, poverty, and disgrace, and in the world to come, at the great day of Judgment.  Though however secretly it may be committed, God, who is omniscient, sees it, and will bring it into judgment, as none shall be able to escape the righteous judgment of God, for God is both omnipotent, as well as omniscient. 
More on fornication under God's Law . . .
 
Deuteronomy 22:22-30
 22 If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.
23 If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her;
24 Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his neighbour's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.
25 But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and the man force her, and lie with her: then the man only that lay with her shall die.
26 But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there is in the damsel no sin worthy of death: for as when a man riseth against his neighbour, and slayeth him, even so is this matter:
27 For he found her in the field, and the betrothed damsel cried, and there was none to save her.
28 If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with her, and they be found;
29 Then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he hath humbled her, he may not put her away all his days.
30 A man shall not take his father's wife, nor discover his father's skirt.
Note:  If nothing else, we can see that God is not unmerciful nor does he look at all of these various kinds of fornication exactly the same way.  What we do know is that the Jehovah God views certain kinds of fornication as being worthy of death. 
1 John 2:1-3
1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
Note:  World means a group, a tribe, a family.  Here, the world is God's family, adopted into God's family and made joint heirs by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, www.alemattec.com/What in the world does the word 'WORLD' mean in the Greek . . . .doc

3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.
1 John 2:9-13
9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.
Note:  Brother here is referencing the Brethren, a fellow-slave, a Born Again Believer.  A brother, a member of the same religious community.

10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.
11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.
12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake.
13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father.

Note:  "I write unto you, fathers, . . ."  The Command from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is to call no man on earth Father, but this Command is speaking spiritually, call no man on earth Father, who claims to speak for God, as one who Prophesies or Preaches God's Truth, such as do the evil of the Roman Catholic system, for you have one Father, and that is your Father in Heaven, Matthew 23:9.  However, this here is speaking to fathers generally, not spiritually, but men who have sons and daughters born here on the earth.
14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.

15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
Note:  World means a group, a tribe, a family.  Here, the world is satan's family.  As satan is the price of the power of air, and those who are his family are the children of wrath, Ephesians 2:1-9 . . .

1 John 4:4
4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
Note:  World means a group, a tribe, a family.  Here, the world is satan's family.  As satan is the price of the power of air, and those who are his family are the children of wrath,  . . . Ephesians 2:1-9
2 Corinthians 6:14-17


14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.
Note:  " . . .and touch not the unclean thing; . . . "  The allusion is to several Laws of God in the Old Testament which forbade touching many things which were accounted unclean, whereby pollution was contracted, and the persons were obliged to a Ceremonial cleansing:  https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=%22unclean+thing%22&qs_version=KJV.  It has no regard to touching, tasting, and eating any sort of food, which was forbid as unclean by the Ceremonial Law, for the difference between meats clean and unclean was now removed, 1 Timothy 4:1-5.  If anything, though, is particularly designed by the unclean thing, it seems to be idolatry.  Therefore, the Apostle Paul here is Commanding a prohibition of joining with worshipers of idols in their idolatrous practices, whereby a moral pollution is contracted.  As in the beginning of the former verse he says, "And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?"  This is rather intended in general, to forbid all communion and fellowship with unclean persons and things, not to touch them, to come nigh them, or have anything to do with them.  "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you."
1 John 5:21

21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.
www.alemattec.com/Ephesians 5, verses 22-33 . . . .doc
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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