We are to make no graven image (idol, picture, icon,) according to God's Command in the 10 Commandments:



Exodus 20:4
4Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.

Leviticus 26:1
1Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up a standing image, neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, to bow down unto it: for I am the LORD your God.

Deuteronomy 5:8
8Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth:

Deuteronomy 7:25
25The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therin: for it is an abomination to the LORD thy God.

Judges 17:3
3And when he had restored the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, I had wholly dedicated the silver unto the LORD from my hand for my son, to make a graven image and a molten image: now therefore I will restore it unto thee.

Judges 18:14
14Then answered the five men that went to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto their brethren, Do ye know that there is in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven image, and a molten image? now therefore consider what ye have to do.

Isaiah 40:20
20He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved.

Isaiah 42:8
8I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.

Isaiah 44:9-10
9They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed.
10Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing?

Isaiah 45:20
20Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot save.

Jeremiah 8:19
19Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them that dwell in a far country: Is not the LORD in Zion? is not her king in her? Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images, and with strange vanities?

Jeremiah 10:14
14Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them.

Jeremiah 51:17
17Every man is brutish by his knowledge; every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them.

Micah 5:13
13Thy graven images also will I cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more worship the work of thine hands.

Nahum 1:14
14And the LORD hath given a commandment concerning thee, that no more of thy name be sown: out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the molten image: I will make thy grave; for thou art vile.

Strong's Number:  1504   eiÎkwñn
Original Word   Word Origin
     eiÎkwñn        from (1503)
Transliterated Word   Phonetic Spelling
     Eikon        i-kone' 
Parts of Speech   TDNT
     Noun Feminine        2:381,203
Definition:  an image, figure, likeness 
an image of the things (the heavenly things)


The reason?  Why did God give that kind of command?  Well, before answering this completely, let's look at the word similitude (meaning likeness or image:  form, image, likeness, representation, semblance).


Deuteronomy 4:12
12And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice.

Deuteronomy 4:15-16
15Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the LORD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire:

16Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female,

2 Chronicles 4:3
3And under it was the similitude of oxen, which did compass it round about: ten in a cubit, compassing the sea round about. Two rows of oxen were cast, when it was cast.

Psalm 106:20
20Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass.

Psalm 106:20 above . . .  Those that will not wait for God's counsel, shall justly themselves be given up to their own hearts' lusts, to walk in their own counsels. An undue desire, even for lawful things, thus becomes sinful. God showed His displeasure for this in His Word.  All idolaters renounce God to promote their own glory (self righteousness) instead of His righteousness and Glory, they worship any creature but even more so they will bow down and worship wood, stone, metal or calves.  Here, King Solomon build God a House.  God did not Command King Solomon to do so, nor did God tell King Solomon to build in such a way as to add oxen.  King David had the desire to honor God, but God Commanded him not to build him a house:

1 Chronicles 17 as you'll see spell out below, it contains an account of King David's intention to build a house for God, which, he signified to Nathan the Prophet, who first encouraged him to it; but afterwards was sent by the Lord to him with an order for King David to desist from it, assuring him, at the same time, that his "son" should build it, and that in this His own house and His own Kingdom should be established for ever.  
Matthew 22:41-45
41While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 
42Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David. 
43He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, 
44The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 
45If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?
Psalm 110:1-7
 1The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 
 2The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. 
 3Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. 
 4The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 
 5The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. 
 6He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads over many countries. 
7He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head.
The Son, was the Lord Jesus Christ who God said in 1 Chronicles 17, instead of you King David building me a house, I (God) will build you a house, verse 10 (that is His Temple or His Church) that your people the Hebrews (and the world -- God's family) through your lineage, that is the Lord Jesus Christ) will be the one to Worship in and through.  In verse 11, I will raise up thy seed after thee, which will be of the "sons," (as the Lord Jesus Christ was of the House of David,) thus his parents had to go from Nazareth to Bethlehem and pay their taxes . . .

Luke 1:27, 30-33

27To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.

30And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. 

31And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 

32He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 

33And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.


Luke 2:1-7

1And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 

2(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 

3And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 

5To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

6And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 

7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.



1 Chronicles 17:1-15

1Now it came to pass, as David sat in his house, that David said to Nathan the prophet, Lo, I dwell in an house of cedars, but the ark of the covenant of the LORD remaineth under curtains. 

2Then Nathan said unto David, Do all that is in thine heart; for God is with thee. 

3And it came to pass the same night, that the word of God came to Nathan, saying, 

4Go and tell David my servant, Thus saith the LORD, Thou shalt not build me an house to dwell in: 

5For I have not dwelt in an house since the day that I brought up Israel unto this day; but have gone from tent to tent, and from one tabernacle to another. 

6Wheresoever I have walked with all Israel, spake I a word to any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people, saying, Why have ye not built me an house of cedars? 

7Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, even from following the sheep, that thou shouldest be ruler over my people Israel: 

8And I have been with thee whithersoever thou hast walked, and have cut off all thine enemies from before thee, and have made thee a name like the name of the great men that are in the earth. 

9Also I will ordain a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, and they shall dwell in their place, and shall be moved no more; neither shall the children of wickedness waste them any more, as at the beginning, 

10And since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel. Moreover I will subdue all thine enemies. Furthermore I tell thee that the LORD will build thee an house. 

11And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with thy fathers, that I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will establish his kingdom. 

12He shall build me an house, and I will stablish his throne for ever. 

13I will be his father, and he shall be my son: and I will not take my mercy away from him, as I took it from him that was before thee: 

14But I will settle him in mine house and in my kingdom for ever: and his throne shall be established for evermore. 

15According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.


Thus, they changed their glory, God, who is Glorious in all the perfections of His nature, and is Glory itself, and was the Glory of these people; it was their greatest honor that they had knowledge of Him, nearness to Him, the True Worship of Him among them, and that they were worshippers of Him; and who, though he is unchangeable in Himself, may be said to be changed when another is substituted and worshiped in His stead or His place, or worshiped besides Him; which was what the Heathen did, and in which the Israelites (the Hebrews) did:


Romans 1:23

23And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.

Into the similitude (likeness) of an ox that eateth grass; which was monstrous stupidity, to leave the worship of the true God, El Shaddai, God all sufficient, all powerful, that stands in need of nothing, but upholds and supports all creatures in being, and provides them with necessaries; and worship an ox, yes, the figure of one that eats grass, that lives on hay, and is supported by that which is so weak and withering; one that makes dung;" or defiles itself with it, as the ox does while it is eating grass; as there is nothing more abominable and filthy than an ox when it is eating grass, which then makes much dung, and defiles itself; to make the worship of such a creature the more contemptible.

In the desert, the Hebrews wanted to make an ox or bull, but their image turned out to be only a calf.  This calf was either to be an imitation of the divine symbols, the cherubim; or of the sacred bull of Egyptian idolatry. (Remember they had come out in 'MIXED' company, meaning bringing Egyptian husband, wifes, children, etc . . . along with the true Hebrews).



Exodus 12:37-39 

37And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. 

38And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. 

39And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any victual.


The idolatry was more sinful by making a golden calf in view of their recent experience of God's power in Egypt and His wonders at Mount Sinai:

Exodus 32:1-6

1And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 

2And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. 

3And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 

4And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

5And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. 

6And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.


Though intending to Worship Jehovah God under the symbol of the calf, yet as this was incompatible with His nature, they in reality gave up Him, and so were given up by Him. Instead of the Lord of Heaven, they had as their glory the image of an ox (calf) that does nothing but eat grass and defiles himself in so doing.


Deuteronomy 4:15-20

15Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the LORD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire: 

16Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or female, 

17The likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth in the air, 

18The likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters beneath the earth: 

19And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven. 

20But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day.



Acts 7:48-50

48Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, 

49Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? 

50Hath not my hand made all these things?



His house, is His Church, owned, created by Him, bought and paid for by His, the Lord Jesus Christ's blood.


Matthew 7:24-29

24Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 

25And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 

26And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 

27And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

28And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: 

29For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.



Hebrews 3:1-6

1Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 

2Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. 

3For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. 

4For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. 

5And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after; 

6But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.



Again:

Hebrews 3:4
4For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. 

Who is He that built all things and who is God?  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  He, the Lord Jesus Christ who builds is who build His house (His Church).


John 1:1-5

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2The same was in the beginning with God. 

3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

4In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.



Matthew 16:13-20

13When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 

14And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

15He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

19And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

20Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.

You have to remember, in the Greek there is no punctuation such as a comma.  So, when the Lord Jesus Christ was speaking to the Apostle Peter in verse 18 of Matthew 16 above, Jesus was saying this: " . . . That thou art Peter (Petros, a small rock or stone -- a pebble) and upon this rock (Petra) a rock, a large stone, a foundation stone which is set first and rooted deep and cannot be moved.  The word translated "rock (Petra)," is not the same word as Peter (Petros), but is of a similar meaning. Nothing can be more wrong than to suppose that the Lord Jesus Christ meant the person of the Apostle Peter was THE ROCK on whom the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth would build His Church on.  Without a doubt the Lord Jesus Christ Himself is THE ROCK, the tried foundation of His Church; and woe to him that attempts to lay any other!  This Rock (Petra, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) on which His Church was build, was ". . . disallowed indeed of men, but Chosen of God, and precious . . ."


1 Peter 2:4-6

4To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 

5Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

6Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

Verse 6 above:  Lithos meaning a building stone, chief stone of the corner, the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Chief corner stone:  placed at an extreme corner, the corner foundation stone; Choice Stone, select, favorite.  Chief corner stone:   spoken of those Chosen out by God for the rendering of special service to Him (of the Hebrew race, particular Hebrews, the Messiah -- the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and of His House (His Church -- those Called out by God for a people of His Choosing -- Christians).


Romans 9:30-33

30What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 

31But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 

32Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 

33As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

Now returning to my original question . . . The reason?  Why did God give that kind of command?  Not to make any graven image?  I then showed you the meaning of the word similitude (meaning likeness or image:  form, image, likeness, representation, semblance).

If the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is God, and He is, then the Command in the 10 Commandments applies to Him as well and it does.  Make no image . . .  Again, why would God not want us to Worship Him or His Son, or the Holy Spirit this way?

The answer is that the antiChrist will set up an image to have people to worship, but not the people of God.  They have been Commanded not to make such images, and they will not worship such images:



Revelation 13:14-15

14And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

15And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.


Revelation 14:9-11

9And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
10The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:

11And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.


Revelation 15:2
2And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.



Revelation 16:2
2And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.

Revelation 19:20
20And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

Revelation 20:4
4And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.


Revelation 13:8
8And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
Revelation 17:8
8The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
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