Genesis 41:1-57
 1And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river. 

 2And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow. 

 3And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river. 

 4And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 

 5And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good. 

 6And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after them. 

 7And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. 

 8And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh. 
Note:  The magicians, magic men and the wise men, the Magi, who later were the Chaldean (Babylon) Wise men. The three parts of the wisdom (which the ancient Egyptian then Chaldean (Babylon) "Wise men" sought after and knew are “alchemy, astrology, and theurgy (Theurgy: The art or technique of compelling or persuading "a god or beneficent or supernatural power" to do or refrain from doing something)”.
 9Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this day: 

 10Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker: 

 11And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream. 

 12And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according to his dream he did interpret. 

 13And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged. 

 14Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. 

 15And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it. 

 16And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace. 

 17And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I stood upon the bank of the river: 

 18And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured; and they fed in a meadow: 

 19And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill favoured and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness: 

 20And the lean and the ill favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine: 

 21And when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten them; but they were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke. 

 22And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good: 

 23And, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung up after them: 

 24And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears: and I told this unto the magicians; but there was none that could declare it to me. 

 25And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do. 

 26The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one. 

 27And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up after them are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of famine. 

 28This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. 

 29Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt: 

 30And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land; 

 31And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that famine following; for it shall be very grievous. 

 32And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

 33Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. 

 34Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. 

 35And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 

 36And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the famine. 

 37And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 

 38And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is? 

 39And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: 

 40Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou. 

 41And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. 

 42And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck; 

 43And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

 44And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. 

 45And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnathpaaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. 

 46And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 

 47And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls. 

 48And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the same. 

 49And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, until he left numbering; for it was without number. 

 50And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, which Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On bare unto him. 

 51And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house. 

 52And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. 

 53And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, were ended. 

 54And the seven years of dearth began to come, according as Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 

 55And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do. 

 56And the famine was over all the face of the earth: and Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt. 

 57And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because that the famine was so sore in all lands.

Exodus 7:10-12
 10And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a serpent. 

 11Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. 

 12For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods.
Exodus 7:21-23
 21And the fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 

 22And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said. 

 23And Pharaoh turned and went into his house, neither did he set his heart to this also.
Note:  These magicians, these "wise men" very probably got a little water in a vessel, and by some juggling trick imposing upon, and deceiving the sight of Pharaoh and his servants, made it look like blood; and the devil might help them to a sufficient quantity of blood, and discolor the water with it, and make it appear as if it was blood, and which was a poor business; had they turned the bloody river into water again, they would have equalled the miracle of Moses and Aaron, and done some service to their country; but to deceive the sight of people, or to spoil a small quantity of water that was good, by mixing it with blood, was but a mean and unworthy action.


And Pharaoh's heart was hardened: by seeing his magicians, his wise men, do what was similar to what Moses and Aaron had done; and therefore concluded that it was not by the hand of God, but owing to a magic art they were masters of as was the wise men.  If these magicians, maji, had turned the river of blood back into water again, it had been something; this would have proved their power.  Except, a magicians has no power but sleight of hand.


Exodus 8:6-8
 6And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. 

 7And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. 

 8Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Intreat the LORD, that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may do sacrifice unto the LORD.
Note:  The magicians, maji, wise men, did so with their enchantments . . . tricks, that is they did so by making it appear as though, they too, could bring forth these frogs; deceiving the sight of Pharaoh and his people, this was adding to the plague, and not diminishing it; had they done anything to the purpose, they should have removed it at once, or destroyed the frogs; but that they could not do, of which Pharaoh being sensible, he therefore entreated for the removal of them by Moses and Aaron.



Exodus 8:17-19

 17And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 

 18And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast. 

 19Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.

Exodus 9:10-12
 10And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast. 

 11And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 

 12And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken unto Moses.

Daniel 1:3-8
3And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; 

 4Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 

 5And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. 

 6Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 

 7Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego. 
 8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 

Daniel 1:19-21
 19And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king.
(Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah his name became Shadrach; and to Mishael his name became Meshach; and to Azariah his name became Abednego.  Daniel, Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego.)
 20And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 

 21And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.
Daniel 2:1-3
 1And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. 

 2Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king.
Note:  These Chaldeans were from Persia by way of Babylon.  They were called magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, magi, wise men.
 3And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream.

Daniel 2:9-11
 9But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof. 
 10The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean.
Note:  These Chaldeans were from Persia by way of Babylon.  They were called magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, magi, wise men.
 11And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.

Daniel 2:26-28
 26The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof? 

 27Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king;
Note:  These Chaldeans were from Persia by way of Babylon.  They were called magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, magi, wise men.
 28But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these;

Daniel 4:6-8
 6Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream. 

 7Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the interpretation thereof.
Note:  These Chaldeans were from Persia by way of Babylon.  They were called magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, magi, wise men.
 8But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my God, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying,

Daniel 4:8-10
 8But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my God, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and before him I told the dream, saying, 
 9O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof. 

 10Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great.

Note:  Remember, men as trees . . .
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Daniel 5:10-12
 10Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and his lords came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed: 

 11There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; 
 12Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation.

Verse 11, Daniel was made the Master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and sootsayers . . .  In this capacity, Daniel could have told them, and probably did, about his God, Jehovah, and the Messiah, the Christ, that was to come.  That a star would arise out of the East to declare the birth of the new King of the Jews, the Messiah, whom the Holy Scriptures would declare was the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Magi (this word Magi is really an untranslatable word that has reference to a certain hereditary priesthood line, a tribe of people who came originally apparently from the Medes, but through the years had risen to place of great prominence in the kingdoms of Egypt, Persia, the Median kingdom and the Babylonian kingdom as well, and so it became synonymous in many ways with being a wise man. To be a Magi was to have a place of the wise man in a society. 
Now lets look at some more history of the area . . . The Romans came in and sort of took over that area, the Middle East. We see, the people who were smart sort of played, “footsie” with the Romans a little bit, right? People who wanted to gain something sort of played up to the pagan Romans.  Herod was one of those kinds of people.

During the civil wars in Palestine and during the time when Rome was trying to establish itself in the region, prior to the birth of Jesus Christ, Herod played games with Rome and made himself sort of winsome to them, and Rome trusted him. Therefore, Herod gained favor with Rome. Once Rome had finally conquered the land of Judaea, they set up a Procurator, a Procurator was like a Governor, sort of a, an official ruler of that little country. Rome chose Antipater to be the Procurator, and he was an Edomite.

Biblically, Edom is an alternate name of Esau.  Esau was a descendant of Eber through Abraham, and the Edomites are regarded as being a Hebrew people, as are the Moabites and Ammonites.

Antipater was an Edomite, and Herod was his son. Again . . . so when Rome wanted a ruler they found this guy Antipater, and Herod was his son, but Herod had played up so much to the Romans that they appointed Herod as the Tetrarch of Galilee.  Herod was trying to take his father's position and title from him.
Tetrarch is a Greek term meaning "ruler of a quarter" for a holder of of Roman Imperial office.  It was applied earlier to rulers of minor principalities owing allegiance to Rome.  In other words, they needed one guy to handle Jerusalem and Judaea, and somebody else to kind of control the rural area, being the Tetrarch was a lesser position in significance but none the less it was a position of honor among the Romans.

So Rome installs Antipater in Jerusalem and Judaea and they stuck his son Herod as Tetrarch up in Galilee away from the honor of Jerusalem and Galilee was sort of “backwoods” compared to Jerusalem, and so in 47 B.C., meaning 47 years before the birth of Christ, Herod was made the Tetrarch of Galilee. 

Now seven years later in 40 B.C.  from the eastern Parthian Persian Median area where the Magi would come from, started a civil war, and they came across and attacked that area of Palestine and Syria and so forth, and Herod the Tetrarch (Antipater's son) took a quick boat to Rome. Herod took off, he could see the handwriting on the wall and he went to Rome to tell ‘em what was goin’ on.

The east was beginning to disturb that little buffer area, so Herod took off and fled to Rome, Herod who is Antipater’s son, now he gets to Rome, and Herod starts laying it on the Roman Senate, and he really plays up to the Roman Senate, and he convinces the Roman Senate that he is not only pro-Roman, but that he’s also from that part of the world and he knows how to handle situations over there etc . . .  Herod ask for absolute authority.  So, in 40 B.C. or about, the Roman Senate made Herod the King of the Jews. Rome made Herod the King of the Jews, and they said, you take an army, and Rome gave him an army along with some crack troops and they said, you go and you carve out your own kingdom over there, and you run your own show, just bring that area under control!

Well, you know it took Herod, King of the Jews, three years to do it, that is settle down the uprising.  It took Herod three years to finally gain the power he had in title. So, finally in 37 B.C., Herod King of the Jews won, and Herod maintained the title of King of the Jews until he died.
Matthew 2:1-12
 1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 
Note:  These Chaldeans were from Persia by way of Babylon.  They were called magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, magi, wise men.
2Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 
 3When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

 4And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. 

 5And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 

 6And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 
 7Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 
Note:  These Chaldeans were from Persia by way of Babylon.  They were called magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, magi, wise men.
 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

 9When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 
 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
 11And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 

 12And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.

Now, do you see the question that the Magi asked in verse 2? “Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” Well that was enough to panic Herod. I mean he had sought this thing like a political plum. He had traveled all the way to Rome and played his game before the Roman Senate to steal from his own father his father's position, he had gotten the right to be the King of the Jews, and he took an army back and fought for three years to gain the right to make that a reality, and then he had held onto that thing right on down till this time and now all of a sudden, here comes a whole pile of Persian king makers, they come streaming into town asking all over the place, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” And Herod is shook, he is afraid. 

Now, they came as Kings these wise men, magi, asking where is He that is born King of the Jews? You know it must have shocked them a little bit every time they asked that question, to get a kind of a, huh? From everybody they inquired concerning the new Messiah, the Christ. They must have assumed that these people would have known that. I mean after all, they were the Jews, and certainly they would know when their new King, their Messiah, their Christ, was to be born, and where He was to be born. 

Question number one, what was the nature of the star? “We have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.” What was the nature of the star?  Some people say it was a genuine, real, bona fide, gild edge, honest to goodness star. Some say it was Jupiter, because Jupiter is called the “king of the planets”. Some say it was the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in the sign of the fish, or Jupiter and Mars aligning.  Some say it was a comet. Some say it was a low hanging meteor.

Let's look at Luke 2:9 and maybe this will help to answer a question.
Luke 2:8-9
8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
Luke 2:9, now here’s the key, here are not the wise men, but with the shepherds, and they were the first to come, and they were of Israel.  There were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, an angel of the Lord came on them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they were very much afraid.” 

Now what was shining in the sky when the shepherds saw it? What was it? It was the Glory of the Lord.   If you go back into the Old Testament and study the concept of the Glory of God, you will find that the Glory of God is manifest as light. Over and over and over again in the Old Testament the Glory of God is manifest as light, when God radiates His presence He transforms it into ineffable ((Ineffable:  Incapable of being expressed in words, i.e.:  indescribable, unspeakable.) light. When the Glory of God appeared at the daytime it was like a cloud of light, when it appeared at night it was a pillar of fire, when the Glory of God descended on the tabernacle it was as light, when Moses went up into the mountain, and he said, show me Thy Glory, God hid him in a rock and God showed him His glory manifest as light.  It was so much light that it infused (Infused:  To cause to be permeated (Permeated:  To pass through, to diffuse through or penetrate something.) with something (such as a principle or quality) that alters usually for the better.) on his face and when he came down the mountain side and spoke to the people his face was lit up. The Glory of God is blazing light!
Furthermore, when the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth revealed who He was, and revealed His glory on the mount of transfiguration, Jesus transformed His flesh and they beheld His what? His glory, as transparent light. When the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to Saul, later Called the  Apostle Paul by the Lord Jesus Christ said, “ . . . I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.”  Acts 9:1-16, Acts 26:1-23  When the Lord Jesus Christ comes the second time out of heaven, He will come in blazing light, and the Book of Revelation reveals to us that, God will turn out all the lights of heaven, all the stars will fall, all the suns, the moon, everything goes pitch black, heaven rolls up like a scroll, and when it’s pitch black then the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah comes forth the second time revealed as blazing light, and people cry for the rocks and the mountains to fall on them to hide them from the face of His glory, Isaiah 2:17-22; Revelation 6:12-17.
Isaiah 34:3-5
 3Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. 

 4And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. 
 5For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment.
Matthew 24:27
 27For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
Revelation 6:13-19
 13And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 

 14And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 
 15And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 

 16And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 

 17For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?
Revelation 21:22-24
 22And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

 23And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the Glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
 24And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.

Matthew 17:1-3
 1And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 
 2And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 
 3And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.

Revelation 6:15-17
 15And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 

 16And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 

 17For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?


Matthew 28:2-4
 2And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 
 3His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: 
 4And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.

Luke 17:23-25
23And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them. 

 24For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day. 

 25But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.

Revelation 4:4-6
 4And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. 
 5And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 
 6And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

Revelation 11:18-19
18And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 

 19And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.

Acts 26:12-14
12Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 

 13At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. 

 14And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
Revelation 21:21-27
21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 
 22And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 
 23And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the Glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
 24And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 

 25And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. 
 26And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. 

 27And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

Matthew 16:27
 27For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

Mark 8:38
38Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.

Note:  Now all that just to remind you that God’s Glory is manifest (made known to us or revealed to us) in the Holy Scriptures (the Holy Bible) as light!  God told Moses he couldn’t look upon His face and live, he'd be consumed in it. It’d be like standing ten feet from the sun!  I believe that it was the Glory of the Lord that shone that night when God’s Glory was descending on the earth, coming in the form of a man, and I believe that that Glory of God, the Shechinah Glory of God is the thing that the wise men saw. 

Now let me give you a little more support on this because I think it’s kind of interesting to trace this thought. The chief word in the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for star is the word kôwkâb, in the Hebrew. However, it has a basic meaning, and its basic meaning is to shine or to blaze forth.  Now sometimes the word kôwkâb is used of a real star, sometimes it’s used to speak of an Angel, sometimes it is used to speak of men. So it doesn’t necessarily always mean a real star, it can mean anything that blazes, anything that shines, in an incredible way.

In fact in Numbers 24:17, a most interesting scripture. It says, and this is a Messianic prophecy:

Numbers 24:17
17I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not near: (now pay attention here . . .) there shall come a kôwkâb (star) out of Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise out of Israel.

Note:  That is a Messianic Prophecy, there will come a blazing forth, there will come a shining One, there will come a star.  This word star also means a Preacher, which the Lord Jesus Christ certainly was as He came and Preached forgiveness of sins by repentance.  The Prophecy there is, that none other than the very Glory of God incarnate is the star, the blazing. 
The following verses might help you understand the GLORY OF GOD, which is a DEVOURING FIRE, A GREAT BRIGHTNESS, SHOWN BRIGHTER THAN THE NOON DAY SUN, Acts 26:1-32  (ALSO, REFLECTED IN THE FACES OF THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT WITH GREAT MEASURE, SUCH AS MOSES AND STEPHEN, Exodus 24:17; Exodus 40:28-34; 1 Samuel 4:19-22; Luke 2:9; Luke 9:30-35; Acts 7:1-5; Acts 7:55-56; Acts 22:11; 1 Corinthians 15:40; 2 Corinthians 3:6-8; Hebrews 9:1-5; Revelation 15:8; Revelation 18:1-3; Revelation 21:23.  More concerning Moses and Stephen, Acts 7:1-60).
Matthew 24:29-30
 29Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 

 30And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Look again for a moment at, Matthew 24:29-30,  “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun’s dark and the moon doesn’t give its light,” that’s what I told you, all the stars fall out of heaven and everything goes black.  Boom – a great light suddenly appears!  The whole world will see this happen.  Boom!  Men will flee to the caves, hide.  Boom!  Then, verse 30, “Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:”  Now mark that phrase “the sign of the Son of man.” In other words, whenever the Son of man is about to show up there will be a sign pointing to Him. 

Now do you know what a sign is for? The sign is to point you to something that you want to see. You’re driving on the road, and the sign says, PCA Road three quarters of a mile. The sign is not PCA Road, but it’s there to point you to PCA Road, it has a function, it’s purpose is to point you to something. The Son of man, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, has a sign, “the sign of the Son of man in heaven;” oh, interesting, that sign is in heaven, and what is it? “. . . they shall see the Son of man coming In the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” 

The sign is a great Glory, a star, a shining forth, a blazing forth.  I believe that this sign of the Son of man is nothing more and nothing less than the Shekinah Glory of God Himself. God revealing Himself in ineffable glorious light.  
Revelation 1:16
 16And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.
Connected to the Lord Jesus Christ is this incredible blazing Glory of God, it is His sign in the heavens.  God is a spirit, the Lord Jesus Christ is a spirit being, and the Lord Jesus Christ is also a physical being in the glorified body that He has from His resurrection, but there is a sign that goes with Him, and it is blazing Glory, and one day on the mount He showed it to His disciples. Furthermore, one day when He returns the sign of His coming, the sign of the Son of man in heaven will be there, blazing Glory brighter than the noon day sun in the heaven. 


I believe He had the very same sign the first time He came too.  I believe it was the sign of the Son of man in Heaven. The sign of the Son of man in Heaven is not a star, it’s not an astral body, it’s not a conjunction of planets, it’s not, thoughts of human destiny rattling around in somebody’s mystical mind.  The sign of the Son of man, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, is nothing more and nothing less than the very Shekinah Glory of God Himself revealed in light, blazing, dazzling in the heavens!  It is also interesting to note.  NOT EVERYONE SAW IT!  Those that weren't of God, those who did not come to Worship God, to bow before His Only Begotten Son, the New Born King of the Jews, did NOT SEE God's Glory the first time.  I believe the second time EVERYONE will see the Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth coming with Power and His Glory, the blazing Glory of God!
Matthew 2:1-7
 1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 

 2Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 
 3When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

Note:  They did NOT see His kôwkâb, His Aster, His Star, His Shining, His Blazing  Glory!
4And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. 

 5And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 

 6And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

 7Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 


Verse 2 says, “We have seen his aster, his star.” His blazing! The word astēr incidentally is translated star here, but it is used of other things than stars. So He has His own ... and again it means a blazing forth or a shining. “We have seen his shining in the east.” We have seen His kôwkâb, His astēr, His blazing, His glory . . . 

The very fact that it’s His star means it’s something very special. It has appeared. That’s an interesting word. “We have seen his star in the east.” His star. Verse 7, Herod says, I want to know the time the star appeared. The word appeared is phainō in the Greek means that which lights up.
So the question from Herod was, "What, was the time when this thing lit up? And the word ... the same word, interesting thought, the same word is used with lightning. Lightning is a form of astēr, sometimes it’s translated as a star in the sky, sometimes it’s translated as lightning, sometimes as the shining forth of something, and here it is a shining forth, blazing forth, Glory!
We can’t make it mean a real star, and there is the sense in which Herod says, when did this particular shining forth light up? Even that is sort of a hint that it was something that never existed and was called into existence only because the Lord Jesus Christ was coming.  It was His astēr, His shining forth, His Glory, which is the sign of the Son of man, in the heavens. It was there at His first coming, and beloved it’ll be there at His second coming. It’s His sign, it’s His star, His Shining, it’s not some astrological body.
Revelation 22:16
16I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.

Revelation 7:9-17
9After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 

 10And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

 11And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 

 12Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 13And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 

 14And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 
 16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.
17For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
Luke 2:4-14
4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 

 5To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

 6And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 

 7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

 8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

 9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

 10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

 12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

 14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.


Note:  Good will in the Greek means:  Good pleasure. Pleased.  Men in whom God is well pleased .
“ . . . and on earth peace, . . . “  By which is meant, not external peace, though, at this time there was peace on earth, the Roman Peace called, Pax Romana, all the world over, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pax_Romana.  Nor does this refer to internal peace, as distinguished from that “eternal peace” which the Saints enjoy in Heaven.  Nor even peace made by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth toward His Elect, God’s Chosen, the True Worshipers, those Born Again.  As this as yet, was not done on earth, but WAS TO BE MADE by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ’s self-sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary.  Rather, on earth peace IS the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Himself is here intended, Isaiah 9:6.  Christ Jesus Who IS "the man, the peace, Micah 5:1-5," indeed “our peace, Ephesians 2:10-18," now being on earth, being just born in the manger, in order to make peace with God, and reconciliation for the sins of His people.  Truly, the Lord Jesus Christ IS so called, because He is the author of peace between God and man, and between Jew and Gentile -- which were at enmity with each other, by setting aside the Ceremonial Law, the cause of that enmity between Jew and Gentile.  Making two flocks as one by sending the Gospel to them, and converting some of each, and by granting the like privileges to them both, Ephesians 2:14-18.  Indeed, the Lord Jesus Christ IS the author of peace between God and Elect sinners, who, through the fall, are at enmity against God, and enemies in their minds by wicked works unto Him.  Neither can they make their peace with God, as they know not the way of it, nor are they disposed to it, and neither can they approach to God to entreat (Entreat:  Plead with to make terms.)  with Him about terms of peace.  Neither  can they do those things that will make their peace with God, nor to satisfying God’s perfect Holy Justice, nor by fulfilling His Law.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, ALONE, IS their peace maker.  The Lord Jesus Christ ONLY is fit for it, being both fully God and fully man in One Person, thus ONLY Christ Jesus makes peace in things pertaining to God, and to make reconciliation for the sins of His people.  The Lord Jesus Christ ALONE is able to do it, and He has brought peace to men, the True Worshipers of God, those Born Again Believers, God’s Elect by the blood of His Cross; a very excellent peace He has made.  God’s peace is made upon the most honorable terms:  to the complete satisfaction of God’s Holy Justice, and the magnifying of the Law of God.  This peace, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Prince of Peace is therefore a lasting one, and attended with many blessings.  Blessings such as freedom of access to God, and a right to all the privileges of God’s abode – which is Heaven.  The good news of it are glad tidings of a great joy.  Moreover, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself is "peace," because He alone is the donor of all true solid peace, and real prosperity, both external, which his people have in the world, and with each other, and internal, which they have in their own breasts, through believing in Him, and attending on His ordinances, and eternal, which they shall have forever with Him in the world to come.  The Lord Jesus Christ being the peace on earth, is owing to good will towards men; that is, to the free favor, good will, and pleasure of God towards Chosen men in Christ Jesus.  While the Lord Jesus Christ was on earth as the peacemaker, or giver of peace, was owing to God's good will.  God’s good will is not to Angels since good Angels needed Him not as such, and the Angels that sinned were not spared, nor was a Savior provided for them.  To men, and not to all men, was peace presented by God.  Only certain shepherds saw and believed.  Only to the Magi was the Christ child revealed outside of the shepherds.  Though all men share in the providential goodness of God, yet they do NOT in His special good will, nor His free Grace, nor God’s favor.  The Elect men, to whom a child was born, and a Son given, even THE Prince of Peace.  Christ Jesus was from God's good will to these persons, whom God hath loved with an everlasting love in Jesus Christ.  Laid up goodness for them in Him, blessed them with all spiritual blessings in Him, and made a New Covenant with and by Him for them.  As God provided and appointed His Only Begotten Son to be the Savior of the world (World,  i.e.:  God’s family,) and peace maker that God sent the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth into this world to be the propitiation for their sin.  God the Father spared not his Own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, but delivered him up into the hands of men, to receive God’s Justice, and death, in order to make peace for them.

No man has a will to that which is good, until God works in him both to will, and to do of God’s good pleasure.  Wherefore peace, reconciliation, and Salvation, are not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy.  Those then who are the objects of God's good will, and pleasure, whom God loves, because God will love, and has mercy and compassion on them, and is Gracious to them.  Being completely sovereign over all creation, God therefore chooses, redeems, and regenerates them of His Own Will, simply because it seems good in His sight.   Yes, there is "good hope to men," as there is a foundation laid in the Lord Jesus Christ WHO IS the Prince of peace, of a good hope of reconciliation, righteousness, pardon, life, and Salvation for sinful men. 
Returning to Luke 2 . . .
Luke 2:12
12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

Note:  The oriental swaddling clothes consisted of a square of cloth and two or more bandages. The child was laid on the cloth diagonally and the corners are folded over the feet and body and under the head, the bandages then being tied so as to hold the cloth in position. This device formed the clothing of the child until it is about a year old.

During times of travel, as journeys were always dangerous, and there was no immediate medical care available, people would take burial garmets with them in case they died on their journey.  These garmets would be long strips of cloth that the body would be wrapped in, swaddled in.  Once the journey was completed, as Joseph and Mary were poor, they used these bands of cloth to wrap the baby Jesus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in.  They symbolism is that the Lord Jesus Christ was born to die.  Born and wrapped in swaddling clothes, and when he died, they would wrap him in long strips after preparing his body for burial.  This is a sign . . . like the star.  What is the sign?  You will find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
Luke 2:9-12
9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

 10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
 12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
John 11:43-44
43And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

 44And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.
Graveclothes means typing up swathed in linen.
	 Strong's Number:  2750
	keiriða


	Original Word
	Word Origin

	 
	keiriða
	 
	of uncertain affinity

	Transliterated Word
	Phonetic Spelling

	 
	Keiria
	 
	ki-ree'-ah 
[image: image1]  

	Parts of Speech
	TDNT

	 
	Noun Feminine
	 
	None

	 Definition

	 
	1. a band, either for bed-girth, or for tying up a corpse after it has been swathed in linen 


swathe 

TRANSITIVE VERB: 
swathed , swath·ing , swathes 
1. To wrap or bind with or as if with bandages.

2. To enfold or constrict.
NOUN: 
A wrapping, binding, or bandage.

Luke 2:7
7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
	 Strong's Number:  4683
	spargano/w


	Original Word
	Word Origin

	 
	spargano/w
	 
	from sparganon (a strip, from a derivative of the base of (4682) meaning to strap or wrap with strips)

	Transliterated Word
	Phonetic Spelling

	 
	Sparganoo
	 
	spar-gan-o'-o 
[image: image2]  

	Parts of Speech
	TDNT

	 
	Verb
	 
	None

	 Definition

	 
	1. to wrap in swaddling clothes 

a. of an infant just born 


swad·dle

TRANSITIVE VERB: 
swad·dled , swad·dling , swad·dles 
1. To wrap or bind in bandages; swathe.

2. To wrap (a baby) in swaddling clothes.

3. To restrain or restrict.
NOUN: 
A band or cloth used for swaddling.

Isaiah 53:1-12
 1Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 
 2For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 

 3He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

 4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 

 8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

 9And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 
 10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 

 11He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

 12Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.


Jesus would bare the sin of many, not all.  He made intercession for the transgressors.  Not continued to make, but once and for all, one final act, done forever by this one intercession.  He made intercession for the transgressors.
According to Herodotus i. page 101, which lists the names of the six tribes or castes of the Medes, the Magi were a hereditary caste of priests. They were highly influential in Median society until the unification of the Median and Persian Empires in 550 BC, after which their power was curtailed by Cyrus the Great and by Cyrus' son Cambyses II. The Magi revolted against Cambyses and set up a rival claimant to the throne, one of their own, who took the name of Smerdis. Smerdis and his forces were defeated by the Persians under Darius I. The Magi continued to exist in unified Persia, but their influence was limited after this and other political setbacks, and it was not until the Sassanid era (AD 226–650) that they would again achieve prominence.
Jeremiah 39:3
3And all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate, even Nergalsharezer, Samgarnebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris, Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the king of Babylon.


Jeremiah 39:13

13So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard sent, and Nebushasban, Rabsaris, and Nergalsharezer, Rabmag, and all the king of Babylon's princes; The Book of Jeremiah gives a title rab mag (Master Mage/Magus/מָג) to the head of the Magi, Nergel Sharezar.  (The King James Version mistranslated Rabmag as a separate word, that is one word instead of two words Rab Mag).  Christians believe that the Jewish Prophet Daniel was rab hartumaya (master of sacred scribes) and rab mag master of the magicians, and entrusted a Messianic vision (to be announced in due time by a "star") to a secret sect of the Magi for its eventual fulfillment.



Note:  There might have been as many as one hundred or more magi accompanied by approximately one thousand cavalry (special forces of the day, much like we would refer to Navy Seals or Green Berets, because that is the way they traveled).  They traveled by horse -- not by camel!  When the Magi traveled, they normally traveled together, each Magi had 10 body guards of these “special forces” of the day for a thousand men guarding them.
Note:  The magicians, known as magic men – the wise men, the Magi, who later were the Chaldean (Babylon) Wise men. The three parts of the wisdom (which the ancient Egyptian then Chaldean (Babylon) "Wise men" sought after and knew are “alchemy, astrology, and theurgy (Theurgy: The art or technique of compelling or persuading "a god or beneficent or supernatural power" to do or refrain from doing something)”. 

So, the numerous king-makers and cavalry rode horseback into Jerusalem.  Coincidentally, at the same time this occurred, the Roman army [who normally was in Jerusalem protecting Herod] was out of the city on drills.  Herod was by himself with this large force of Maji arrived, and he was terrified!   He was shook!  [Imagine him clutching his heart and thinking this was the big one Elizabeth (Sanford and Sons, this is a joke I added here!]

Herod's imagination must have started to go berserk. His paranoia seemingly was confirmed because the Magi went to the palace seeking the new born King of the Jews!
And the Magi said,

Matthew 2:2
2 Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east, and have come to worship Him.
Note:  The magicians, magic men and the wise men, the Magi, who later were the Chaldean (Babylon) Wise men. The three parts of the wisdom (which the ancient Egyptian then Chaldean (Babylon) "Wise men" sought after and knew are “alchemy, astrology, and theurgy (Theurgy: The art or technique of compelling or persuading "a god or beneficent or supernatural power" to do or refrain from doing something)”.
What they asked was a combination of a question and a statement. Their question included two facts:

1. There is a new King of the Jews, and

2. He has been born.

Their question was Where is He?
Think about this: the Magi assumed that Herod would have known. They were from the east -- they were King-makers from Persia. They knew that it was time for the true King of the Jews to be born. They knew He was going to be born.  Do you not think that Herod and everybody else in Jerusalem would have been in the know? That was what the Magi expected.
Note:  The magicians, magic men and the wise men, the Magi, who later were the Chaldean (Babylon) Wise men. The three parts of the wisdom (which the ancient Egyptian then Chaldean (Babylon) "Wise men" sought after and knew are “alchemy, astrology, and theurgy (Theurgy: The art or technique of compelling or persuading "a god or beneficent or supernatural power" to do or refrain from doing something)”.
The Star In Its Rising!
The King-makers, the magi, were looking for the new born King of the Jews and they said We have seen His star in the east.
A more accurate translation of this verse reads We have seen His star in its rising, or, as it came up or appeared.
This is important because the Magi knew the stars. They did not come out at night and have a surprise at the stars. They were knowledgeable about every star and planet, and they had cataloged the heavenly bodies. So, when something new happened in the sky, the magi called it in its rising, because they believed that God would rise (up) a star to give them messages.

Numbers 24:16-18
16He hath said, which heard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of the most High, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open: 

 17I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth. 
 18And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his enemies; and Israel shall do valiantly.
Numbers 24:17 shows that the prophecy of the Messiah was not for the Prophet’s time.  He could see him in the future . .  . , but not now.  He shall behold, behold meaning to watch for, wait, travel to . . . but he is not near at this time, but shall come (certainty shall, not might), and he springs forth from Jacob . . .  However, we see in a future statement made of this Star that he didn’t only come from David (which came from Jacob,) but He was the Root of David.  The ONE whom King David come from:

Revelation 5:4-6
4And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 

 5And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

 6And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

Revelation 22:15-17
 15For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 

 16I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 
 17And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ was more than likely born sometime in August-October, Leviticus 19:9-10; Leviticus 23:22, when the wheat had been completely harvested, there was a two week period where the poor people could come in and glean the fields.  God instructed the Jewish people not to cut the corners of their fields, but to leave some for the poor, the alien and the widows.  Only after the last day allowed for gleaning would the shepherds be allowed into the fields with their sheep to eat the stubble and whatever else remained.  The time of year that they would have first been allowed into the fields would have been approximately the first to the middle of August.  They would have stayed in the fields allowing their sheep (to both eat and fertilize) the fields until late September to mid October departing in time for the owners to prepare their fields for next year's crop.  This was the time frame when shepherds would stay with their flocks, Luke 2, thus, the time frame the shepherds were at Bethlehem (when the shepherds were watching their flocks by night -- in the fields verse 8, and the shepherds were the first to witness the baby Jesus lying in a manger).  My best calculations, from the time the Magi (Wise men, i.e. – the King Makers from the east) arrived after following the star, Matthew 2, was they arrived some time in middle to late November -- NOT IN BETHLEHEM, BUT in Nazareth (verse 11) Why?  The Magi did not find the baby Jesus in a manger, as did the shepherds, but at his house!  The Magi entered into Joseph and Mary's house, "And when they were come into the house , . . ."  Where was Joseph and Mary's house?  Nazareth, Luke 2:1-7.

According God's Law taught us in the Old Testament, a Jewish woman who had given birth was required to wait 40 days and then provide sacrifices at the Temple.  So, the mother had to wait at least forty days then she was to bring a sacrifice to the Lord, Leviticus 12:1-8.  She was required under God's Law to take to the Priest two animals for sacrifice.  She had one of two options.  1.) A one-year-old lamb 2.) or either a pair of turtledoves or a pair of pigeons. If she was poor, and could not afford the lamb, again God's Law allowed her to offer either two turtledoves or two pigeons.

Dr. Luke indicates that for Jesus' 'Presentation at the Temple,' (the Temple was in Jerusalem,) they would have to first wait 40 days. (Note:  They were still in Bethlehem, Luke 2:21-39.) After the completion of those forty days they presented Christ Jesus at the Temple, and we know that Mary and Joseph were poor enough to take that second option, offering two turtledoves or two pigeons.  So, if the Magi had already come to the manger to worship the new born King of the Jews -- the Lord Jesus Christ – Joseph and Mary would have had gold for buying a lamb, Matthew 2:7-12 (option 1 above).  Joseph and Mary did not yet have that gift of gold from the Magi, and they were poor enough for option #2 above; simply because the Magi had not yet come.  In fact, King Herod goes on to suggest it could have been up to two years after Christ Jesus' birth that the Magi had arrived.  How do we know this?  Herod inquired diligently of the Magi the time of the Lord Jesus Christ's birth, Matthew 2:16.  After his inquiry of when Christ Jesus was born, King Herod orders that all the baby boys in Bethlehem -- not just newborns, but all those two years old and younger -- be murdered. This suggests Herod thought the Christ child, whom the Magi sought, could already be up to two years old.  Up to two years old by the time the Magi would arrive at the location that the star indicated the new born King of the Jews was located.  We see this was Nazareth; as this was his home.
The Romans, i.e:  the Roman Catholic 'church' (or their predecessors) probably came up with the concept to link Jesus' birth with the winter solstice.  It is simply tradition now.  I personally don't have a problem worshiping the Lord Jesus Christ at any time of year, including Christmas, even if it is not stated specifically in Holy Scripture on an exact date.  As long as it doesn't contradict Holy Scripture.  I am against the false "Christmas season" as offered by the secular world.  It is like fingernails on a chalk board to me now.
Further Note:  Remember that the Magi did NOT know the exact day the Messiah would come and would announce Himself as King. They did not know the date of His birth; however, they knew His shining, His star, would appear for them to announce that He, the Lord Jesus Christ, God's Messiah was born.  Now, it is interesting, that this shining, this light, this Glory of the Lord, did not appear to everyone.  Just to believers.  To the Shepherds, and also the Magi.  Else, others like Herod would have known exactly where to find and kill the baby Jesus, the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the Almighty God, our Wonderful Counselor.
Isaiah 9:1-8
 1Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.
 2The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 
 3Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

 4For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

 5For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 
 6For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 7Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 8The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel.
Matthew 4:15-17
 15The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 
 16The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 
 17From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Praise and Glory always to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirt.  Amen!
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-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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