Luthwer, Marin Luther:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights%27_Revolt  Martin Luther lost popular support in Germany when he asked suppression of the Knights Revolt (1522) and the Peasant’s War (1524-26). In 1529, a split in the Reformation movement occurs with Luther, because of his failure to reach a doctrinal accord on the nature of the Eucharist. Martin settled the dispute in Eisleben, on February 17, 1546.

In the sixteenth-century, parts of Germany were associated with the Holy Roman Empire, a decentralized entity in which the Holy Roman Emperor himself had little authority outside of his own dynastic lands, which covered only a small fraction of the whole. At the time of the Great Peasant War, Charles V, King of Spain, was the Holy Roman Emperor, elected in 1519.[2]

Hundreds of largely independent secular and ecclesiastical territories in the empire were ruled by a noble dynasty (though several dozen were city states). One such secular state was the province of Saxony.[3] During the time of the Great Peasant War, Saxony was divided into a portion called the Electorate of Saxony and a portion called Ducal Saxony.[4]:448 Since 1486, the Elector of Saxony had been Frederick III or Frederick the Wise, one of the "most Catholic" of the German princes. Frederick was devoted to his collection of religious relics, which he had spent a lifetime collecting. He hoped that his home town of Wittenberg would become the "Rome" of Germany. Indeed, Frederick had built the famous university at Wittenberg, where Luther taught his new view of religion. He authorized the selling of indulgences to raise money for the university.[5]:76 Although being one of the most "Catholic" of the German princes, Frederick the wise is notable as being one of the most powerful early defenders of Martin Luther,[1] Lutheranism, and the Protestant Reformation. Despite Luther's sermons and writings against both the collecting of relics and against indulgences, Frederick the Wise protected Martin Luther by insisting that any "trial" of Luther for heresy must be held in Saxony rather than in Rome before the Inquisition. Why? Of course, filthy lucre (money) . . . Most princes, including Frederick III, Frederick the Wise, supported breaking with Rome using the nationalistic slogan of, "German money for a German church". A German church under the control of the princes would be able to tax them as the Roman church did. The princes could only gain, economically, by breaking away.

The seeds for the Lutheranian churches' failure was sown by Martin Luther himself with his support of the Eucharist and the Roman Catholic "transubstantiation". Martin Luther, a former Roman Catholic "priest" and monk could not remove himself far enough from the Roman Catholic "doctrine" and thus in unsuspecting ways supported that evil system. www.alemattec.com/Why were the Protestants forefathers burned to the stake.doc 
The Confessional Period (1517-1580) came to an end with the signing of the Book of Concord, a compromise formula that purchased Lutheran church unity at the cost of persecuting Anabaptists, and disowning any relation to Calvinists, and by pledging eternal opposition to Rome.
The Book of Concord or Concordia (1580) is the historic doctrinal standard of the Lutheran Church, consisting of ten credal documents recognized as authoritative in Lutheranism since the 16th century. They are also known as the symbolical books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Concord
Those who accept The Book of Concord as their doctrinal standard recognize it to be a faithful exposition of the Holy Scriptures. The Holy Scriptures are set forth in the Book of Concord to be the sole, Divine source and norm of all Christian Doctrine.
The Book of Concord was compiled by Jakob Andreae and Martin Chemnitz at the behest of their rulers, who desired an end to the religious controversies in their territories that arose among Lutherans after the death of Martin Luther in 1546. It was intended to replace German territorial collections of doctrinal statements, known as corpora doctrinæ (bodies of doctrine) like the Corpus doctrinæ Philippicum or Misnicum. This aim is reflected by the compilers' not calling it a corpus doctrinæ although it technically is one.

The other documents come from the earliest years of the Lutheran Reformation (1529–77). They are the Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, both by Philipp Melanchthon, the Small and Large Catechisms of Martin Luther, his Smalcald Articles, Melanchthon's Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, and the Formula of Concord, which was composed shortly before the publishing of the Book of Concord and intended for the same purpose: the pacification and unification of the growing Lutheran movement. The preface of the Book of Concord was considered to be the preface of the Formula of Concord as well.

The Augsburg Confession has singular importance:

as the unanimous consensus and exposition of our Christian faith, particularly against the false worship, idolatry, and superstition of the papacy and against other sects, and as the symbol of our time, the first and unaltered Augsburg Confession, which was delivered to Emperor Charles V at Augsburg during the great Diet in the year 1530.


Liberals today in the Lutheran "church" claim the mercy of God as their leading motif, saying that it is not God who needs to become merciful, nor is it merely we as individuals who need mercy, but it is the world which needs to be transformed into a Beloved Community and can be, since God is love, and thus playing right into the hands of the Great Whore, the Roman Catholic "church".

Therefore, as the world is transformed into a "Beloved Community," without God's Mercy, God would love them anyway, by their good works. People can become better on their own, and simply by their good works be acceptable to God without His Mercy.

That is not what the Apostle Paul declares. The Apostle Paul declared that men will wax worse and worse, not become better.

2 Timothy 3:12-13
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.


In Luther’s time, however, his rediscovery of the Pauline apocalyptic question, which is God’s Prophetic question to His own lost and wayward sheep: How will we stand before the Judgment seat of God, when the Lord Jesus Christ comes to reclaim the earth for His kingdom? Justification by faith, after all, is an answer to the question of justification, that is, God's Judgment. How will we justify ourselves before God? Martin Luther came to the Apostle Paul's conclusion to the Romans, in that man cannot justify himself before a Righteous and Holy God. Rome had succeeded in making her "authority" as such the leading question. The problem now became: Which is the true, and the right way then for men to Worship? The Lutherans seemed to be boxed into the corner of claiming that the inerrant, miraculously dictated Holy Bible was supreme, not the "pope" of Rome. Which was right? The Roman "church" had declared man was righteous by his works, as well as by his faith, which had to belong to the papacy, or their faith was not acceptable to God.

In the Apostle Paul's Letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul writes of the "righteousness of God." Martin Luther had hated that phrase, because he had been taught by the Roman Catholic "church," that God was a righteous Judge and would therefore Judge His people on the basis of "their righteousness, their deeds". Indeed, the false "church of Rome" taught that very idea, and the only way to be "justified was by the correct worship through the "pope" of Rome". The problem is that Martin Luther found from his study of the Apostle Paul's Letter to the Romans, that human righteousness could never be satisfactory to a Holy and Just God. Through careful study of the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, including the Psalms, Martin Luther saw clearly what the Apostle Paul was teaching the Romans. That is, that righteousness is the free gift of God's Grace to His Elect through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone. Not on anything a person could do would make him right with God. What God demands, which man cannot obtain for himself which is perfect righteousness, God provides through the perfect Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary. The recovery of this "lost" Biblical Doctrine of Justification by Faith alone, changed everything for Martin Luther and set him afire. Thus, on October 31, 1517, Luther nailed a list of 95 Theses on the door of the castle "church: in Wittenburg. Martin Luther's Ninety-Five Theses were a devastating critique of the "church's practice of selling indulgences". The theses also explained the fundamentals of "Justification by Grace alone". 

Luther’s “divine faith, that gift of the Holy Spirit”—was rediscovered and appropriated anew (not without transformation from Luther’s battle with Anfechtung). How the Orthodox—"God’s cops of the Roman system of error," so to say—feared this outbreak of living faith! They hunted out and punished the prayer circles and Bible studies, ecclesiola in ecclesia! Their fear, of course, was justified. Here in these intimate groups, the contrastive machinery of the Roman Catholic "church" constantly policing confessional boundaries was challenged by the lived experience of living faith in and among confessional follows of the Lord Jesus Christ by their Worship and faith in Holy Scripture alone, Sola scriptura, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solo_scriptura.  Here, the attempt to turn Christian dogma into a fixed worldview controlling all aspects of culture was undermined from within. Riding the wave of European colonialism, with new worlds to conquer for Christ Jesus, new chances to get Christendom right, they exported their views to the "New World," North and South America. 

Although Martin Luther could not move far enough away from his Roman Catholic theology, God's True Church, the hidden Church, continues to separate themselves from the false "churches" of the world system. We must continue to do so even today, as God Calls His own to come out of her, the false system led by the Roman Catholic "church".

In the 1700s, God Calls forth this separation from the systems that cannot separate too far from Rome, as the Presbyterian "church" could not, including the Presbyterian Baptism of babies, and their "priests" wearing the robes of Rome.

The Glasites or Glassites were considered a Christian sect founded in about 1730 in Scotland by John Glas, also spelled Glass. Glas' faith, as part of the First Great Awakening, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Great_Awakening was spread by his son-in-law Robert Sandeman into England and America, where the members were called Sandemanians.

John Glas taught that there needs to be a separation from the multitudes of people who falsely "worship," and thus he called his members "ecclesiola (little Church) in ecclesia (the Church)," the "Called out ones, few in number (little church) from the world (Church)". One of John Glas' favourite notions was that every separate meeting of Worshiping Christians constitutes a Church within itself.

Matthew 18:20
20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

The members of this "ecclesiola in ecclesia" pledged themselves to join together in the Christian profession of faith, to follow Christ the Lord alone as the righteousness of His people, to walk together in brotherly love, specifically love for the Brethren, and in the duties of it, to observe the Lord's Supper once a month, and to submit themselves to the Lord's Law for removing offenses against one another. From the Scriptural Doctrine of the declared essentially spiritual nature of the Kingdom of Christ, Glas in his public Preaching drew the following conclusions: 
· There is no warrant in the New Testament for "a national church"
· The magistrate as such has absolutely no function in the Church
· National Covenants are without Scriptural grounds whatsoever

· The true Reformation cannot be carried out by political and secular weapons, but by the Word and Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ only
John Glas' arguments are most fully exhibited in a treatise entitled The Testimony of the King of Martyrs (1729). For the promulgation of these views, which were at variance with the Doctrines of the National Church of Scotland, he was summoned (1726) before his presbytery, where in the course of being investigated, he affirmed his belief that every National Church established by the laws of earthly kingdoms is antichristian in its constitution and persecuting in its spirit to the True Church, the True Worshipers of God, and further declared opinions upon the subject of Church Government which amounted to a repudiation of Presbyterianism and an acceptance of the Puritan type of Independence. (Puritans were Calvinist). For these opinions he was in 1728 suspended from his ministerial functions, and finally deposed in 1730. John Glas wrote many tracts, which were published at Edinburgh, in 1762, in 4 vols, 8vo. Mr. Glas died at Dundee, in 1773, aged 75. By his wife, Catharine Black, a daughter of the Rev. Mr. Black of Perth, he had fifteen children, all of whom he survived. Though most Glasites eventually were absorbed by other denominations; the last of these Sandemanian Churches in America ceased to exist in 1890.


Believing in God's Election, God's Choice of those who He would save, John Glas had written on his tomb stone, "That the bare death of Jesus Christ without even a thought or deed on the part of man, is sufficient to present the chief of sinners spotless before God."


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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