The Preaching of the Reformers: Martin Luther and John Calvin 

Erasmus' Argument

Despite his own criticisms of the Roman Catholic Church, Erasmus believed that the church needed reformation from within and that Luther had gone too far. Erasmus attacked Martin Luther and his Preaching on man's inability to come to God, and Luther's teaching on God's Predestinating only some to be saved.  Erasmus had asserted that all humans possessed free will, and that the Doctrine of Predestination was not in accord with the teachings contained in the Bible. Erasmus argued against the belief that God's foreknowledge of events was the cause of events, and held that the Doctrines of Repentance, Baptism and Conversion depended on the existence of mans free choice, man's free will. Erasmus likewise contended that Grace simply helped humans come to a knowledge of God and supported them as they used their free will to choose between good and evil - choices which would lead to salvation through the atonement of Jesus Christ.

My note here:  Even in a perfect world, the Garden of Eden, given free will to choose either God or self, man ALWAYS chooses self over God.


I have sent you out Dr. Martin Luther's explanation of the Bondage of the will of man in sin, and God's Predestination of those He Chose before the foundation of the world stands. 

De Servo Arbitrio

"On the Enslaved Will"

Or

The Bondage of the Will

By

Dr. Martin Luther



Martin Luther declared in his argument against Erasmus in his "On the Enslaved Will" or The Bondage of the Will:

Dr. Martin Luther in response to Erasmus who had attacked Luther from breaking away from the Roman Catholic "church," as Erasmus thought there was only one catholic (catholic meaning universal) Church, and that Martin Luther maintained that sin incapacitates human beings from working out their own salvation, and that they are completely incapable of bringing themselves to God. As such, Luther maintained there is no free will for humanity because any will they might have is overwhelmed completely by the influence of sin (in the spiritual realm, they are dead in their trespasses and sins). Central to Martin Luther's analysis, both of the Doctrines under discussion, man's free will and Predestination were against Erasmus's specific arguments, and are Luther's beliefs concerning the power and complete sovereignty of God.

Luther concluded that unredeemed human beings are dominated by Satan; Satan, as the prince of the mortal world, never lets go of what he considers his own unless he is overpowered by a stronger power, i.e. God. When God redeems a person, he redeems the entire person, including the will, which then is liberated to serve God. No-one can achieve salvation or redemption through their own choices - people do not choose between good or evil, because they are naturally dominated by evil, and salvation is simply the product of God dominating a person and forcibly turning them to good ends. Were it not so, Luther contended, God would not be omnipotent and would lack total sovereignty over creation, and arguing otherwise is insulting to the Glory of God. As such, Martin Luther concluded that Erasmus, or anyone who followed his teachings which included the entire Roman Catholic church, that is that man comes to God by his own free will was not actually a Christian, but simply have been deceived by satan.


"But, if we do not like to leave out this term altogether, (which would be most safe, and also most religious) we may, nevertheless, with a good conscience teach, that it be used so far as to allow man a "Free-will," not in respect of those which are above him, but in respect only of those things which are below him: that is, he may be allowed to know, that he has, as to his goods and possessions the right of using, acting, and omitting, according to his "Free-will;" although, at the same time, that same "Free-will" is overruled by the Free-will of God alone, just as He pleases: but that, God-ward, or in things which pertain unto salvation or damnation, he has no "Free-will," but is a captive, slave, and servant, either to the will of God, or to the will of Satan".

Martin Luther said, and I have been Preaching for years, banging the gong, trying to get people to understand, that the reformers, Luther and Calvin, and many others stood on the EXACT same thing, Scripture alone, which states that man is in bondage (held captive by satan) in his trespasses and sins and cannot come to God.  Again, Martin Luther said that man has free will . . . "but in respect only of those things which are below him", that is earthly things.  "Not in respect of those which are above him,") that is spiritual things.

The Roman Catholic "churches" view is to confuse the two, and declare that man has free will, and that God would never deny man his free will.  God never has, in the things below, earthly things denied man his free will there.  However, man never had dominion in the Spiritual realm.  God gave man his dominion back in Genesis, and reserved the Spiritual realm for Himself.

Dr. Martin Luther argued of God's Good Pleasure, that which pleases God.  Note:  God's good pleasure is toward "the little flock," a small number of people who profess Christ are Christians.  The majority in the "churches" are Tares.  God always does everything according to His Own Council, and according to His Own Good Pleasure.

Luke 12:31-33

31But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

32Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 

33Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.

Ephesians 1:4-12

4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 

6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

7In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 

8Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 

9Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

10That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

Philippians 2:12-16

12Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

13For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

14Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 

15That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 

16Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.

God fulfills all the good pleasure of His Goodness, AND THE WORK OF FAITH WITH POWER:

2 Thessalonians 1:10-12

10When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. 

11Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 

12That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jeremiah 6:16

16Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.

Isaiah 47:9-11

9But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine enchantments. 

 10For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me. 

 11Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know.

Just as Israel backslide and perverted herself, so has the "churches" today:

Jeremiah 3:20-22

20Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD. 

21A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God. 

22Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God.

Jeremiah 23:35-40

 35Thus shall ye say every one to his neighbour, and every one to his brother, What hath the LORD answered? and, What hath the LORD spoken? 

 36And the burden of the LORD shall ye mention no more: for every man's word shall be his burden; for ye have perverted the words of the living God, of the LORD of hosts our God. 

 37Thus shalt thou say to the prophet, What hath the LORD answered thee? and, What hath the LORD spoken? 

 38But since ye say, The burden of the LORD; therefore thus saith the LORD; Because ye say this word, The burden of the LORD, and I have sent unto you, saying, Ye shall not say, The burden of the LORD; 

 39Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of my presence: 

 40And I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten.

Every idle and profane word will add to the sinner's burden in the day of judgment (Not to True Worshipers, the Elect of God, those Born Again), when everlasting shame will be his portion.

"36And the burden of the LORD shall ye mention no more:"  That is, the Word of the Lord under that name, speaking of it in a ludicrous and scoffing manner:  for every man's word shall be his own burden; every flout, scoff, and jeer of his, at the Word of God, denying the Turth of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, shall fall heavily upon him, with weight upon his conscience, and press him with guilt to the lowest hell; a heavy punishment for his sin shall light upon him: or, as the words may be rendered, for a false understanding of God's Word is a burden to everyone, that is, the Word of the Lord is reckoned by everyone who is a false Brethren, a burden; and with them a burden and the Word of the Lord are synonymous terms; which ought not to be, and is offensive to the Lord; and therefore He forbids the use of such a phrase, and threatens to punish them for it; for ye have perverted the words of the living God, of the Lord of Hosts, our God; derided them, and put a wrong sense upon them; and which is aggravated by their being the words of "the living God," who is the one True God and His Words which are True and are the Truth; and He forever lives and is able to resent and punish any ill usage of Him, and ill treatment of His Words; and not the oracles of lifeless idols: as they are the Words of "the Lord of hosts," of all armies above and below, and so was able to make them good: and besides, they were the words of "our God," the God of Israel; who had in all ages kept His Covenant with them, performed His Promises to them, and had done great and good things for them.

Paul (<:)

Jesus first!

