Liturgical year:  (SEASONS or TIMES)

Daniel 2:20-22

20Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: 

 21And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: 

 22He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him.


God changeth the times and the seasons, He removed kings, and setteth up kings . . .  So, the antiChrist loves to mimic God, so he does the same thing.  As you'll see, over time the "pope" has changed dates and time when "worship" would occur, or the date on their so called "Christian" calendar, when the "worship" would begin and end.  The "pope" has certainly change what God said in his Law:



Daniel 7:25
25And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.

He changes Laws: the second commandment, he denies "priests" right to marry, he causes his followers to abstain from meat . . .

1 Timothy 4:1-11

 1Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 

 2Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 

 3Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 

 4For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 

 5For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 

 6If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. 

 7But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness. 

 8For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 

 9This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. 

 10For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe. 

 11These things command and teach. 



In the Hebrew, which was derived from the Aramaic, Time means:  Times or Seasons.



1 Thessalonians 5:1-5

 1But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 

 2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 

 3For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 

 4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 

 5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.


Let's look at the Roman Catholic "calendar".

Jesus · Christ:  Virgin birth · New Covenant · Crucifixion · Resurrection · Sits at the Right Hand of God the Father · The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is Christianity
Foundation:  Apostles Doctrine · Church Gospel · Kingdom of God 
Holy Bible:  Old Testament · New Testament ·
Books 66:  39 Old Testament and 27 New Testament · Canon
Theology:  Apologetics · Baptism both by the Holy Spirit and by SUBMERSION · Christology · God the Father · God the Son (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) · God the Holy Spirit 
Protestant Reformation:  Denominations and movements

The liturgical year, also known as the Church year, consists of the cycle of liturgical seasons in Christian churches which determines when feast days, including celebrations of Saints, are to be observed, and which portions of Scripture are to be read. Distinct liturgical colors may appear in connection with different seasons of the liturgical year. The dates of the festivals vary somewhat between the different churches, though the sequence and logic is largely the same.

In both East and West, the dates of many feasts vary from year to year, usually in line with the variation in the date of Easter, with which most other moveable feasts are associated. The extent to which feasts and festivals are celebrated also varies between Churches; in general, Protestant Churches observe far fewer than Catholic and Orthodox, in particular with regard to feasts of the Virgin Mary and the other Saints. 


Liturgical cycle

The liturgical cycle divides the year into a series of seasons, each with their own mood, theological emphases, and modes of prayer, which can be signified by different ways of decorating churches, colors of Paraments and Vestments for clergy, scriptural readings, themes for preaching and even different traditions and practices often observed personally or in the home. In churches that follow the liturgical year, the scripture passages for each Sunday (and even each day of the year in some traditions) are specified by a list called a lectionary.

Among non-Catholic Western Christians, Anglicans and Lutherans have traditionally followed the lectionary since the days of the Protestant Reformation. Following the Roman Catholic liturgical reform of the Roman Rite instituted by Pope Paul VI in 1969, the adoption and use of lectionaries in other Protestant churches (Methodist, Reformed, United, etc.) has increased. In particular, the growing influence of the Revised Common Lectionary led to a greater awareness of the Christian year among Protestants in the later decades of the 20th century, especially among mainline denominations.

Biblical calendars

Scholars are not in agreement about whether the calendars used by the Jews before the Babylonian captivity were solar (based on the return of the same relative position between the sun and the earth) or lunisolar (based on months that corresponded to the cycle of the moon, with periodic additional months to bring the calendar back into agreement with the solar cycle) like the present-day Hebrew calendar.` The first month of the year was called אביב (Aviv), meaning the month of green ears of grain. It thus occurred in the spring.

At about the time of the Babylonian captivity, the Jews adopted as the name for the month the term ניסן (Nisan), based on the Babylonian name Nisanu. Thomas J. Talley says that the adoption of the Babylonian term occurred even before the captivity.

In the earlier calendar, most of the months were simply called by a number (such as "the fifth month"). The Babylonian-derived names of the months currently used by Jews are:

Nisan (March–April)
Iyar (April–May)
Sivan (May–June)
Tammuz (June–July)
Av (July–August)
Elul (August–September)
Tishrei (September–October)
Cheshvan (October–November)
Kislev (November–December)
Tevet (December–January)
Shevat (January–February)
Adar (February–March)


In Biblical times, the following Jewish religious feasts were celebrated :

Pesach (Passover) – 14 Nisan/Abib (sacrifice of a lamb), 15 Nisan/Abib (Passover seder)
Shavuot (Pentecost) – 6 Sivan
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) – 10 Tishrei
Sukkot (Tabernacles) – 15 Tishrei
Hanukkah (Dedication or Lights) – 25 Kislev (instituted in 164 BC)
Purim (Lots) – 14 Adar (instituted c. 400 BC)


Western liturgical calendar:
 
The month of October from a liturgical calendar for Abbotsbury Abbey. 13th c. manuscript (British Library, Cotton MS Cleopatra B IX, folio 59r).

Western Christian liturgical calendars are based on the cycle of the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church, including Lutheran, Anglican, and other Protestant calendars since this cycle pre-dates the Reformation. Generally, the liturgical seasons in western Christianity are Advent, Christmas, Ordinary Time (Time after Epiphany), Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time (Time after Pentecost).

Catholic Church liturgical year:

The Catholic Church sets aside certain days and seasons of each year to recall and celebrate various events in the life of Christ. In its Roman Rite the liturgical year begins with Advent, the time of preparation for both the celebration of Jesus' birth, and his expected second coming at the end of time.

Judaizers brought forth their false "worship" learned from the Babylonians into Judaism.  The Judaizers were false Brethren, claiming to become Christians but coming in as spies, and took over the Church, and called themselves Romans, Roman Catholics, not just catholic which means universal, but universal coming from Rome following pagan Rome, Etruscans, Egyptian and Babylonian (Baal) doctrine, not the Christian Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, but they instead (Drug the Old Testament into the New Testament and added to God's Law false Doctrine).  Such as:

Advent: 
Baal Worship:  40 days fasting for Tammuz, Ezekiel 8:14.  Changed by the Roman Catholic "church" to be called:  40 days of Lent
 
Christmas:
Baal Worship:  The nativity of the Sun, the birth of Tammuz Dec. 25   Changed by the Roman Catholic "church" the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth from late summer or early fall to:  The nativity of Jesus, Christmas Dec 25.

This season lasts until 24 December (Christmas Eve). Christmastide follows, beginning with First Vespers of Christmas on the evening of 24 December and ending with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Lent is the period of purification and penance which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Thursday. The Holy Thursday evening Mass of the Lord's Supper marks the beginning of the Easter Triduum, which includes Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter Sunday.

Easter:
Pagan festival of Easter. Ezekiel 8:16.  Changed by the Roman Catholic "church" to The festival of Easter.

These days recall Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples, death on the cross, burial, and resurrection. The seven-week liturgical season of Easter immediately follows the Triduum, climaxing at Pentecost. This last feast recalls the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus' disciples after the Ascension of Jesus. The rest of the liturgical year is commonly known as Ordinary Time.

There are many forms of liturgy in the Roman Catholic church. Even putting aside the many Eastern rites in use, the Latin liturgical rites alone include the Ambrosian Rite, the Mozarabic Rite, and the Cistercian Rite, as well as other forms that have been largely abandoned in favor of adopting the Roman Rite.

The so called "ordinary" or, to use a word employed in the Letter of "pope" Benedict XVI accompanying the motu proprio Summorum Pontificum, the "normal" form is that which developed from the Second Vatican Council to the present day, while the form in force in 1962 is authorized as an extraordinary form of the Roman Rite without restriction in private celebrations and under certain conditions in public celebrations. The liturgical calendar in that form of the Roman Rite (see General Roman Calendar of 1962) differs in some respects from that of the present ordinary form, as will be noted below, and also from the earlier General Roman Calendar of "pope" Pius XII, the still earlier General Roman Calendar of 1954 and the original Tridentine Calendar. These articles can be consulted with regard to the Roman-Rite liturgical year before 1962.

Advent

From the Latin adventus, "arrival", "coming", or "unveiling".  The first season of the liturgical year begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. Traditionally observed as a "fast", its purpose focuses on preparation for the coming of Christ. Although often conceived as awaiting the coming of the Christ-child at Christmas, the modern Lectionary  (A Lectionary is a book or listing that contains a collection of scripture readings appointed for Christian or Judaic worship on a given day or occasion,) points the season more toward eschatological themes—awaiting the final coming of Christ, when "the wolf shall live with the lamb" Isaiah 11:6 and when God will have "brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly" "The Magnificat", Luke 1:52)—particularly in the earlier half of the season. This period of waiting is often marked by the Advent Wreath, a garland of evergreens with four candles. Although the main symbolism of the advent wreath is simply marking the progression of time, many churches attach themes to each candle, most often 'hope', 'faith', 'joy', and 'love'.

Color: Violet, but on the third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, Rose may be used instead. Blue vestments were used in some places before the Council of Trent and are still in the Sarum Rite, but their use was subsequently confined to the Spanish empire for Marian feasts ("worship" of Mary, the physical mother of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth), of which only the (most blasphemous lie of the Roman Catholic "church" had made Mary into a "goddess" and one without sin, contrary to all teachings in the Holy Bible) Immaculate Conception falls within Advent. Some parts of former New Spain still retain this indulgence.

During the Christmas season, the Roman Catholic "church" typically omits the "Gloria in Excelsis" except for Masses celebrating a feast day. The word "Alleluia" is not banned, as in Lent, but in the pre-1970 form of the Roman Rite a Gradual is used instead of an Alleluia and verse, except on Sunday.


Christmas
Christmastide

The Christmas season immediately follows Advent. The traditional Twelve Days of Christmas begin with Christmas Eve on the evening of December 24 and continue until the Feast of Epiphany. The actual Christmas season continues until the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, which in the present form of the Roman Rite is celebrated on the Sunday after 6 January. In the pre-1970 form, this feast is celebrated on 13 January, unless 13 January is a Sunday, in which case the feast of the Holy Family is celebrated instead. Until the suppression of the Octave of the Epiphany in the 1960 reforms, 13 January was the Octave day of the Epiphany, providing the date for the end of the season.

Octave of the Epiphany
According to the Roman Catholic "church" these Magi are the harbingers of the conversion of all nations to the Lord their God; they are the Fathers of the Gentiles in the faith of the Redeemer that is come; they are the Patriarchs of the human race regenerated. They arrive at Bethlehem, according to the tradition of the Church, three in number; and this tradition is handed down by St. Leo, by St. Maximus of Turin, by St. Cesarius of Aries, and by the christian paintings in the Catacombs of Rome, which paintings belong to the period of the Persecutions.
(WHAT AN INCREDIBLE LIE, AND MADE UP LIKE THE MAJORITY OF THIS FALSE RELIGION, WHICH IS THE WORLDS LARGEST CULT, THE ROMAN CATHOLIC "church").  Let's see what Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible declares.  Did the Magi every arrive at Bethlehem, at the Manger?  No, the Shepherds were the only ones the Holy Bible declares were there.  The Magi arrived two years later, in Nazareth, where Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus lived -- at their house:


Matthew 2:1-12

 1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 

 2Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

 3When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

 4And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. 

 5And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 

 6And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

 7Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 

 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

 9When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 

 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

 11And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 

 12And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.


Color: White or Gold.
 
Ordinary Time or Time after Epiphany
Main article: Ordinary Time

"Ordinary" comes from the same root as our word "ordinal", and in this sense means "the counted weeks". In the Roman Catholic Church and in some Protestant traditions, these are the common weeks which do not belong to a proper season. In Latin, these seasons are called the weeks per annum, or "through the year".

[image: image1.jpg]



In the current form of the Roman Rite adopted following the Second Vatican Council, Ordinary Time consists of 33 or 34 Sundays and is divided into two sections. The first portion extends from the day following the Feast of the Baptism of Christ until the day before Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent). Ash Wednesday, "Mark of the Beast" in their foreheads?  
     It contains anywhere from three to eight Sundays, depending on how early or late Easter falls. The main focus in the readings of the Mass is Christ's earthly ministry, rather than any one particular event. The counting of the Sundays resumes following Eastertide, however, two Sundays are replaced by Pentecost and Trinity Sunday, and depending on whether the year has 52 or 53 weeks, one may be omitted.

In the pre-1970 form of the Roman Rite, the Time after Epiphany has anywhere from one to six Sundays. As in the current form of the rite, the season mainly concerns Christ's preaching and ministry, with many of his parables read as the Gospel readings. The season begins on 14 January[9] and ends on the Saturday before Septuagesima Sunday. Omitted Sundays after Epiphany are transferred to Time after Pentecost and celebrated between the Twenty-Third and the Last Sunday after Pentecost according to an order indicated in the Code of Rubrics, 18, with complete omission of any for which there is no Sunday available in the current year. Before the 1960 revisions, the omitted Sunday would be celebrated on the Saturday before Septuagesima Sunday, or, in the case of the Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost, on the Saturday before the Last Sunday after Pentecost.

Symbol of the cross as symbol of Sun worship. Mesopotamian cylinder seal depicted the "cross in the sky" as a symbol of sun worship. Ancient carvings of an Assyrian king has a huge cross carved on his chest. The oldest pictures in the world from Mesopotamia has text with is explaining the "cross" in the sky as the sun. This particular find is on display at the University Museum in Philadelphia.


Revelation 14:8-11

 8And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 

 9And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 

 10The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 

 11And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.


Revelation 19:19-21

19And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 

 20And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

 21And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.


Revelation 20:1-5

 1And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 

 2And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 

 3And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 

 4And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

 5But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.



Let's look at all the false "religions," including Judiasm which is antiChristian, and their mark in the forehead:

HINDUISM (2500 B.C.)
The Hindu draws a mark on the forehead known as Tilka or Tilak or Tilakam. The mark on the forehead of men takes the form of a line or lines and on women it takes the form of a dot.

JUDIASM (2000 B.C.)
The Jewish people wear Tefillin during their Morning Prayer. The Tefillin are two small cube leather boxes which contain scrolls of Torah passages. One box in placed on the arm and the other on the forehead. Before prayer, they position the head Tefillin on the forehead just above the hairline. When the prayer is completed, the wearer repositions the Teffilin in the middle of his forehead just below the hairline. In addition, Jews sway their body back and forth during prayer at the Wailing Wall with their forehead pointing downwards.

ZOROASTRIANSIM (1200 B.C.)
The Zoroastrians mark their forehead with cold sandalwood ash.

BUDDHISM (560 B.C.)
The most common characteristic of Buddhist deities is the mark (third eye) in the center of the forehead.

TAOISM – (440 B.C.)
In Taoism, students have “third eye” training. This involves focusing attention, while their eyes are closed, at a central point on the forehead between the two eyebrows.

CHRISTIANITY (0 A.D.)
In Christianity, crossing oneself is a ritual made by many different branches. In the early Church, it is believed that the sign of the cross was made only on the forehead by using one finger. At present, the sign of the cross is made by touching first the forehead with a group of fingers and then the chest and both shoulders. Before Easter, some Christian worshippers use ash paste to mark the sign of the cross on their forehead.

Pastor Alexander Hislop, The Two Babylons, pp. 197-205, frankly calls the cross "this Pagan symbol...the Tau, the sign of the cross, the indisputable sign of Tammuz, the false Messiah...the mystic Tau of the Chaldeans (Babylonians) and Egyptians--the true original form of the letter T--the initial of the name of Tammus...the Babylonian cross was the recognized emblem of Tammuz."  Crosses were used as symbols of the Babylonian Sun-god...It should be stated that Constantine was a Sun-god worshipper, and did NOT convert to Christianity but used this to alliance himself for political advantage with the Christian Church.

Historical evidence points to Constantine as the one who had the major share in uniting Sun-worship and the Messianic Belief. Constantine's famous vision of "the cross superimposed on the sun," in the year 312, is usually cited. Writers, put much emphasis on this vision as the onset of the so-called "conversion" of Constantine. But, unless Constantine had been misguided by the Gnostic Manichean half-Christians, who indeed used the cross in their hybrid religion, this version of the cross superimposed on the sun could only be the same old solar cross, the symbol of the Sun-deity, the centre of cosmic religion, the astrological religion of Babylon. 

That which Constantine saw, is nowhere to be found in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible. We read in the book of Johannes Geffcken, The Last Days of Greco-Roman Paganism. p. 319, "that even after 314 A.D. the coins of Constantine show an even-armed cross as a symbol for the Sun-god."

In the Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th edition, vol. 14, p. 273, we read, "In the Egyptian churches the cross was a pagan symbol of life borrowed by the Christians and interpreted in the pagan manner." Jacob Grimm, in his Deutsche Mythologie, says that the Teutonic (Germanic) tribes had their idol Thor, symbolised by a hammer, while the Roman Christians had their crux (cross). It was thus somewhat easier for the Teutons to accept the Roman cross.

Many Biblical scholars have doubted the "conversion" of Constantine because of the wicked deeds that he did afterwards, and because he only requested to be baptized on his death-bed many years later, in the year 337. So, if the "vision of the cross in the sky," which was a Babylonian symbol, impressed him and was used as a rallying symbol, it could not have been in honor of our Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, because Constantine denied the Lord Jesus Christ by his persistent use of images of the Sun-deity on his coins that were issued by him up to the year 323. Secondly, the fact of his motivation to issue his Sunday-keeping edict in the year 321, which was not done in honor of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, but was done because of the "venerable day of the Sun," as the edict read, is proof of his continued allegiance to Sol Invictus -- Sol Invictus ("Invincible Sun") was the official "sun god" of the later Roman empire.  Christians had already been keeping their Worship on Sunday, as opposed to the Jewish Sabbath, because the first day of the week, Sunday, was "The Lord's Day".
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sol_Invictus

J.C. Cooper, An Illustrated Encyclopedia of Traditional Symbols, p.45, aptly summarizes it, "Cross--A universal symbol from the most remote times; it is the cosmic symbol par excellence." Other authorities also call it a sun-symbol, a Babylonian sun-symbol, an astrological Babylonian-Assyrian and heathen sun-symbol, also in the form of an encircled cross referred to as a "solar wheel," and many other varieties of crosses.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_wheel  At the Vatican, the center of St. Peter's square, around the obelisk, at the center of the huge eight-point sun wheel, is a smaller four-pointed sun wheel, the same symbol as found on the altar stone in the temple of Baal in Hatzor!  http://www.bible-history.com/resource/ff_baal.htm (Contemporary symbolism in Wicca (witchcraft) and other neo-Pagan religions the sun cross most commonly represents the sun and the four quadrants the wheel of the year, i.e. the four seasonal cycles of the year). 

In astrology, the cross in a circle represents the planet Earth, formerly believed to be the center of the cosmos in Classical times.  Also, "the cross represents the Tree of Life, the age-old fertility symbol, combining the vertical male and horizontal female principles, especially in Egypt, either as an ordinary cross, or better known in the form of the crux ansata, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crux_ansata, the Egyptian ankh (sometimes called: the Tau cross), which had been carried over into our modern-day symbol of the female, well known in biology.


As stated above, the indisputable sign of Tammuz, the mystic Tau of the Babylonians and Egyptians, was brought into the Church chiefly because of Constantine, and has since been adored with all the homage due only to the Most High, Jehovah God.  Protestants have for centuries refrained from undue adoration of, or homage to, (Worship) of making the sign of the cross, especially in England at the time of the Puritans in the 16th and 17th centuries in the Americas.  However, lately this un-Scriptural symbol has been increasingly accepted in Protestantism. I have previously taught in other Sermon notes "the weeping for Tammuz," and the similarity between the "Easter "resurrection and the return or rising of Tammuz.  The Babylonian Tammuz, which is Baal "worship" had "infected" Judaism, and we see in Ezekiel 8 how so . . .  The yearly lamenting for Tammuz was attended with infamous practices; and the worshipers of the sun are described in Ezekiel 8, here are mainly the Jewish Priests, but we see they had led the people to do the same. The Lord appeals to the prophet concerning the heinousness of the crime; "and lo, they put the branch to their nose," denoting some custom used by idolaters in honour of the idols they served. 

Ezekiel 8:14

14Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD's house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.

Ezekiel 8:15-18

15Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these.

16And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD's house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east. 

 17Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the abominations which they commit here? for they have filled the land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. 

 18Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them.


Tammuz was the young incarnate Sun "god," the Sun-divinity incarnate. This same Sun-deity, known amongst the Babylonians as Tammuz, was identified with the Greek Adonis and with the Phoenician Adoni, all of them Sun-deities, being slain in winter, then being "wept for," and their return being celebrated bu a festivity in spring, while some had it in summer--according to the myths of pagan idolatry.   In Babylonia, the month Tammuz was established in honor of the eponymous god Tammuz, who originated as a Sumerian "shepherd-god, Dumuzid or Dumuzi," the consort of Inanna and, in his Akkadian form, the parallel consort of Ishtar. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tammuz_%28deity%29

The evidence for its pagan origin is so convincing that The Catholic Encyclopedia admits that "the sign of the cross, represented in its simplest form by a crossing of two lines at right angles, greatly antedates (antedates:   coming before on a date which was much earlier than the actual date of the event or document), in both East and the West, coming then before its introduction into Christianity. It goes back to a very remote period of human civilization." It then continues and refers to the Tau cross of the pagan Egyptians, "In later times the Egyptian Christians (Copts), attracted by its form, and perhaps by its symbolism, adopted it as the emblem of the cross."

Further proof of its pagan origin is the recorded evidence of the Vestal Virgins of pagan Rome having the cross hanging on a necklace, and the Egyptians doing it too, as early as the 15th century B.C.. The Buddhists, and numerous other sects of India, also used the "sign of the cross" as a mark on their followers' heads. The cross thus widely worshiped, on either the forehead or as a sign in the sky from the sun-god, was regarded as a 'sacred emblem,' and was the unequivocal symbol of Bacchus, the Babylonian Messiah, for he was represented with a head-band covered with crosses.
The Temple of Bacchus was one of the three main temples at a large complex in Classical Antiquity, at Baalbek in Lebanon. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Bacchus The temple was dedicated to Bacchus (also known as Dionysus), the Roman god of wine, but was traditionally referred to by Neoclassical visitors as the "Temple of the Sun". It is considered one of the best preserved Roman temples in the world. It is larger than the Parthenon in Greece, though much less famous.  At Baalbek, Lebanon the gods worshiped there by the Romans included: the triad of Jupiter, Venus and Bacchus, which were grafted onto the indigenous deities of Hadad, Atargatis and a young male god of fertility.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baalbek


Jeremiah 23:26-28

26How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart; 

27Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. 

28The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the LORD.


Hosea 2:7-9

7And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them: then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than now. 

8For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal. 

9Therefore will I return, and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the season thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to cover her nakedness.



2 Corinthians 6:14-17

14Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

15And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

Note:  Belial, Baal, Baali, Baalim, a devil or demon, and is in fact a name for satan himself.  Also called Beliar the "lord of the forest," Beliar, a name of satan.  Belial, or the one of satan, stresses his deep-seated wickedness – "the one who is utterly worthless because he is completely vile." Be'lial, Belhor, Baalial, Beliar, Belias , Beliall, Beliel, Bilael, Belu; from Hebrew בְּלִיַּ֫עַל Bəliyyáʻal; also named Matanbuchus, Mechembuchus, Meterbuchus is according to ancient secular writings one of the four crown princes of Hell, and is a term used to characterize or embody immense wickedness or iniquity.

16And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

17Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.



1 Kings 19:9-14
9And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 

Note:  Here in the Hebrew means:  on this side, either here or on the other side.

 10And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

 11And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: 

 12And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. 

 13And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 
Note:  Here in the Hebrew means:  on this side, either here or on the other side.

 14And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

The question God ask of the Prophet Elijah, and Christians today is:  "What doest thou here, Elijah"? Which is a reproof by God, a correction in Elijah's way of thinking. It concerns us often to ask whether we are in our place doing what God wants us to do, and in the way of our duty. The question we might ask, "Lord God, am I where I should be"? Am I where God Calls me, am I doing what God wants me to do in business, where my business lies, and where I may be useful? Elijah complained of the people, and their obstinacy in sin; "I only am left". Despair of success hinders many a good enterprise. Did the Prophet Elijah come hither to meet with God? No, but to hide.  He shall find that God, though, Who will meet him. 

The wind, and earthquake, and fire, did not make the Prophet Elijah cover his face, but the still voice of God did. Gracious souls are more affected by the tender mercies of the Lord, than by his terrors. The mild voice of Him who speaks from the Cross, from His mercy-seat, is accompanied with peculiar power in taking possession of the heart too hard to come to Him, but God instead gives them the heart He wants, a heart for Him, for God, a heart of flesh, a living heart.  Not a stone cold stony dead heart toward God.  Their sin has made their hearts such: stone, stoney, dead, cold, against God and His Word, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.


Ezekiel 11:18-20

18And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. 

19And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 

20That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.



Romans 11:1-5

 1I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

 2God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel saying, 

 3Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 

 4But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 

 5Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.


 
Bacchus was also known as Dionysus.  The earliest cult images of Dionysus show a mature male, bearded and robed. He holds a fennel staff, tipped with a pine-cone and known as a thyrsus.  In Greek mythology, a thyrsus or thyrsos (Greek: θύρσος) was a staff of giant fennel (Ferula communis) covered with ivy vines and leaves, sometimes wound with taeniae and always topped with a pine cone. These staffs were carried by Dionysus and his followers.
http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=Vatican+Court+of+the+Pine+Cone&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&tab=organic&b=1
http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=Vatican+Court+of+the+Pine+Cone&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&tab=organic&b=31
http://www.rinf.com/forum/showthread.php?t=16677
This Bent Crucifix arising from a pine cone at its base is a sinister symbol, used by satanists as far back as the sixth century, that had been revived at the time of Vatican Two. This was a bent or broken cross, on which was displayed a repulsive and distorted "figure of Christ," which the black magicians and sorcerers of the Middle Ages had made use of to represent the Biblical term ‘Mark of the Beast’. Yet, not only did pope Paul VI, but his successors, the two popes who called themselves John-Pauls, carried that object and held it up to be revered by crowds, who had not the slightest idea that it stood for anti-Christ, a sign of satan worship of the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ hanging in public shame before their leader, the pope, the antiChrist.  Both the twisted cross and the serpent staff are symbols used in black magic rituals long before the "church of Rome" was formed. These where used in ancient Babylon, Assyria, and Persia. This false religion adopted all things pagan into it and attempts to pass it off as of God, that is one reason this false antiChristian "church" is called a mystery. 



   
   
   
http://www.whale.to/c/churches_ill.html#Bent_cross 

Note:  Notice the peacocks on each side of the Pine Cone at the Vatican.  Symbols of Babylon, Baal worship were:  the "Unicorn, Peacock, and the Phoenix" used to signify the Babylonian sun god.  These same symbols of the "Unicorn, Peacock, and Phoenix" are used to symbolize the Christ and are displayed in many "churches" on doors or in their chapels as well as their sanctuaries holding the 'eucharist'.


Eros (‘Love’) was the name given by the Orphic and Greek philosophers to the ‘First-born’ (Protogonus)—the first complete manifestation of Divinity. He was described mythologically as the son of Nyx (‘Night’) and Boreas (‘North Wind’), who themselves were derived from Aether (‘Spirit’) and Erebus (‘Darkness’). Eros was born from the Cosmic Egg laid by Nyx and fertilised by Boreas.

Eros shines as a great Light—the Light of the Universe. As such he was known as Phanes (‘Brilliant’), the golden-winged god of light. He was also known as Ericapaeus (‘Power’), Logos ('Word' or ‘Wisdom’) and Metis (‘Intelligence’). The Romans called him Cupid.

Although referred to as ‘He’, Eros/Phanes/Cupid is both male and female. He was symbolically described as having four eyes, faces or heads, which allow him to look in any direction, the heads sometimes being represented in the shapes of various animals. He has the voice of a bull and a lion, with which he creates all things. As he burst asunder the Cosmic Egg, the two halves formed Heaven (Uranus) and Earth (Gaea). All the elements of everthing created including:  gods, goddesses, nature, everything, was contained within and emerged from Eros/Cupids being.

Eros/Cupid is the Universal Being, the creator of all individual expressions of life. Should any individual form of life, through the evolutionary process associated with time, reach a likeness in nature and possess the attributes of Eros, then that life form was referred to by the Greeks as the Christos ('Anointed'). This name Christos was derived from Kheru, the Egyptian name for Horus, meaning 'Word'. Written without vowels, the Egyptian KhR is equivalent to the Greek XP (Chi-Rho): hence the monogram of Christ known as the Christogram.

The perfected individual life form that could be called Christos was described in classical myth as the younger Eros (Cupid). In terms of his mythological ancestry, he was the son of Aphrodite (Venus) and Ares (Mars), signifying the final result of the evolutionary process; but in the wider sense he was referred to as the son of the Father, the elder Eros, and one with the Father.

This younger Eros is commonly portrayed as a naked child wearing a blindfold or a youth with his eyes closed, and bearing a bow and quiver full of arrows. The bow is an ancient symbol of the loving heart, whilst the arrow signifies a ray of love-light radiating from the heart. The blindfold indicates that, to begin with, Eros cannot see clearly where he shoots his arrows, but finally, as the youth with his eyes closed, it signifies that he perceives clearly all things with the mind, using his all-seeing eye or eye of imagination ('the third eye').
http://www.rinf.com/forum/showthread.php?t=16677

In the mystery schools of religion, the younger Eros/Cupid was known by the Romans as Bacchus or Dionysus, whose parents were Zeus and Persephone or Semele. He was usually portrayed holding a fennel staff tipped with a pine-cone, called a thyrsus. He was also known as Mercury, the name being derived, like that of Christos, from the Egyptian Maa Kheru ('True Word'). Instead of the thyrsus, Mercury bears the caduceus.   Caduceus is the staff carried by Hermes in Greek mythology. The same staff was also borne by heralds in general, for example by Iris, the messenger of Hera. It is a short staff entwined by two serpents, sometimes surmounted by wings. In Roman iconography it was often depicted being carried in the left hand of Mercury, the messenger of the gods, guide of the dead and protector of merchants, shepherds, gamblers, liars and thieves.  The rod of Asclepius, also called a caduceus, (⚕; Asclepius sometimes also spelled Asklepios or Aesculapius), also known as the asklepian, is an ancient symbol associated with astrology, the Greek god Asclepius, and with medicine and healing. The Asclepius consists of a serpent entwined around a staff. The name of the symbol derives from its early and widespread association with Asclepius, the son of Apollo, who was a practitioner of medicine in ancient Greek mythology. His attributes, the snake and the staff, sometimes depicted separately in antiquity, are combined in this symbol.  Hippocrates himself was a worshiper of Asclepius, the son of Apollo.  Both thyrsus and caduceus represent the spine of the human being, or the central pillar of the universe, up and down which move the vital energies of life and consciousness.


Let's return to Constantine . . .  After Constantine had the "vision of the cross," he had his army promoted another variety of the cross, the Chi-Rho or Labarum. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labarum This has subsequently been explained as representing the first letters of the name Christos, again, though, this had a pagan origin. They were found as inscriptions on a rock, dating from the year ca. 2500 B.C., being interpreted as "a combination of two Sun-symbols, known as the Ax- or Hammer-symbol of the Sun- or Sky-deity, and the + or X as the ancient symbol of the Sun, both of these signs having a sensual or fertility meaning as well. Another proof of its pagan origin is found on a coin of Ptolemeus III from the year 247-222 B.C..

"The labarum was also an emblem of the Chaldean (Babylonian) sky-god and in Christianity it was adopted by Constantine..." Emperor Constantine adopted this Labarum as the imperial ensign and thereby succeeded in "uniting both divisions of his troops, pagans and Christians, in a common "worship" and thus for political and military purposes uniting his troops with "religious fervor to fight his battles.  However, the symbol meant two different things to the two group.  To the Christians it meant the Cross of Calvary, to the pagans, the Chaldean (Babylonian) sun-god.

According to Suicer the word (labarum) came into use in the reign of Hadrian, and was adopted from the nations conquered by the Romans." It must be remembered that Hadrian reigned in the years 76-138 A.D., that he was a pagan emperor, worshipped the sun-deity Serapis http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serapis when he visited Alexandria, and was vehemently anti-Judaistic, Hadrian was responsible for the final near-destruction of Jerusalem in the year 130 A.D..

The Chi-Rho, "However, the symbol was in the use long before Christianity, and X (Chi) probably stood for Great Fire or Sun, and P (Rho) probably stood for Pater or Patah (Father). The word labarum (la-baar-um) yields everlasting Father Sun.


ISLAM (622 A.D.)
During prayer, the Muslims kneel on a prayer carpet and touch the ground with their forehead. Since they pray five times a day, touching the ground leaves a dark spot on their forehead.

Surely each religion has an explanation of its own with regards to the use of the forehead. Non-the-less, one wonders if there is a common denominator which explains their actions. After thorough research, it is quite possible that there are at least two possible explanations; both are based on the pineal gland known as the “third eye”.

The pineal gland is a small endocrine gland located within the precise geometric center of the brain, between the two hemispheres, and behind the central point of the forehead, between the eyebrows. It is reddish-gray in color, the size of a pea, and the shape of a pine cone. It is a photosensitive organ and an important timekeeper for the human body. The pineal gland contains a complete map of the visual field of the eyes, and it plays several significant roles in human functioning. It allows us to visualize or imagine scenarios and fantasies or other visual construct. The pineal gland is called the “third eye” by ancient people. They believed that it has mystical powers. The ancient Egyptians and Greeks studied this gland and they understood its supernatural powers. Even the French philosopher Descartes considered the pineal gland as the “seat of the soul”. The symbol of the pineal gland, a pine cone, is found in many different civilizations of the world. The largest representation is located in the Vatican, “the Court of the Pine Cone”.
http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=Vatican+Court+of+the+Pine+Cone&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&tab=organic&b=1
http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=Vatican+Court+of+the+Pine+Cone&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&tab=organic&b=31
http://www.rinf.com/forum/showthread.php?t=16677



FIRST POSSIBILITY
One wonders as to how early men were communicating with each other before they developed the sign language. The answer could be found from studying the process by which birds navigate. There are many theories that explain how birds navigate. It seems that the most acceptable theory focus on their use of the Earth’s magnetic field. We know that the pineal gland in birds contains a magnetically-sensitive chemical that is initiated by light called “magneto-reception chemical”. This chemical permits birds to orient themselves in space and to travel from one location to another desired location. Pigeons were used by man to transport data up until recently. An international team of researchers from different universities studied this phenomenon and presented the first proof that the magneto-reception chemical concept can actually function with magnetic fields as small as those of Earth. In short, the pineal gland of birds acts as a navigation center or as a communication center. The magnetic fields that are generated in their pineal gland communicate with the magnetic field of Earth to inform the birds how to orient their bodies in space. If birds generate magnetic signals in their pineal gland for communication why not man also?

The brain of man is much larger than those of birds and more sophisticated. His pineal gland contains crystals that are piezoelectric in nature. They produce and send out electrical voltages under pressure. Whenever a piezoelectric crystal is mechanically deformed or subjected to pressure, it generates a small voltage known as piezoelectricity. This process is reversible. When a piezoelectric crystal is subjected to externally applied voltage, its shape changes slightly. Gramophones or phonographs or record players use the piezoelectric principle. Upon recording, the desired electrical signals are sent onto a recording crystal needle. The electrical current deforms the crystal thus making minute grooves on the recording disk. Upon playing back the recorded disk on a phonograph, the grooves in the disc will deform its crystal needle thus producing the exact electrical currents that were sent out during the recording process. It is quite possible that the pineal gland in early man had more crystals than ours which permitted early men to communicate with each other using piezoelectric-magnetic signals. 

Let us assume that a person wishes to inform his friend that he wants to go hunting. He faces his friend, eye to eye, and generates in his brains the pictorial picture of the game by explaining their going hunting. The brain generates electromagnetic patterns of the game which are received by the crystals in his pineal gland. The pressure of the electromagnetic waves deforms the crystals and causes them to transmit in turn piezoelectric-magnetic fields through his eyes. The eyes of his friend receive these signals and they are read by the crystals in his pineal gland. They deform the crystals causing them in turn to send piezoelectric voltages or currents or electromagnetic signals to his brain projecting the initial picture that was generated in the brain of the sender as an image in his imagination. In short, the crystals in the pineal gland of the first person records the message while the crystals in the pineal gland of the second person playback the recording and vice versa. Since the eyes are the mirror of thoughts, the pineal gland in human beings acts as a communication center or a sending/receiving station of the information that is generated in the brain. This type of communication has limitations to only few addressable needs. That is why man developed sign language followed by speech.

Most probably the function of the pineal gland as a communication center was relayed from generation to generation. As time passed, the pineal gland was considered by men as the center of communication not only between themselves but also between man and "supernatural realms". Therefore, religions use the forehead to point out the location of this very important center that connects man with paranormal powers.

SECOND POSSIBILITY
Ancient people believed that the pineal gland has supernatural powers.  This gland in the human body can secrete a hallucinogen chemical, and upon activation of the gland, it can secrete the chemical and sends a person through a psychedelic type trip, and some experience this when they "worship". 

Scientists in many different psychological institutes studied normal people and psychiatric patients for evidence of psychedelic body fluids. They collected samples of their urine for a certain period of time. The samples revealed that Dimethyltryptamine (DMT) excretion was present in all the urine samples. The largest abnormal percentage was present among schizophrenia and mania patients and among patients with psychotic disorders such as hallucinations and delusions. DMT is an illegal powerful psychedelic drug. It is found in plants, animals, and human beings. When inhaled or injected or smoked, the user goes into a psychedelic trip and is transported to a completely different world including “out of body” experience. Sounds, images, contacts, and communication with supernatural forces are some of the experiences of the trip. DMT is not only found in the urine of normal people and psychiatric patients but also in the human brain.  DNT is produced by the pineal gland.

There are many hypotheses as to why the ancients considered the pineal gland as the “third eye”. Well, it seems mankind passed through different epochs. Each epoch has its own characteristics. We are at the present time in the space age. We are also in the last of the Last Days mentioned in the Holy Bible, Holy Scripture.  People before us were in the industrial revolution age. The Greeks were in the philosophy, logic, and ethics age. The Egyptians were in the construction age.  Some of the ancients were able to locate the gland by which they found they could communicate with "higher spiritual levels".  Scientist have discovered the pineal gland is similar to those found in psychoactive plants.

Consequently, people who wish to connect with the metaphysical world activate their pineal gland to secrete large amounts of DMT. There are many ways by which the pineal gland can be activated such as: meditation, movement of the head backwards and forwards, movement of the head from left to right and vice versa, and spinning the whole body round and round. Before performing any of these actions, they will focus on only one issue and that is to reach the "supernatural powers". Once they start their psychedelic journey, the saturated and preconditioned subconscious mind projects the stored information. This leads them to believe, upon regaining their consciousness, that they were “out of their physical body” and in an audio visual contact with superior realms. Thus, we can conclude that major religions use the forehead to indicate the location of the most important center in the human body that connects man to paranormal powers.

Additionally, most probably DMT exists in the brain for a specific reason. It is quite possible that the pineal gland secretes on a daily basis the exact amount of DMT needed by the brain to keep its cells alert and active. If it secretes more or less than required, it may contribute to psychotic disorders. Patients with psychotic disorder secrete more DMT in their urine than normal people. I wonder if Alzheimer patients secrete less DMT in their urine?


Returning to the “church” calendar . . .

Color: Green
Septuagesima

Septuagesima (from the Latin word for "seventieth") is a two-and-a-half-week period before Lent. This pre-Lent season is present in the pre-1970 form of the Roman Rite and in some Protestant calendars. It is a transition from the first part of the season per annum to the season of Lent, and a preparation for the fasting and penance which begin on Ash Wednesday. Although most of the Divine Office remains the same as during the season per annum, certain customs of Lent were adopted, including the suppression of the "Alleluia", the replacement of the Alleluia at Mass with the Tract and the Gloria is no longer said on Sundays.

In the 1969 reform of the Roman Rite, this intermediate season was removed, with these weeks becoming part of Ordinary Time.


Color: Violet
Lent and Passiontide

Lent is a major penitential season of preparation for Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday and, if the penitential days of Good Friday and Holy Saturday are included, lasts for forty days, since the six Sundays within the season are not counted.

In the Roman Rite the Gloria in Excelsis Deo and the Te Deum are not used in the Mass and Liturgy of the Hours respectively, except on Solemnities and Feasts, and the Alleluia and verse that usually precede the reading of the Gospel is either omitted or replaced with another acclamation.

Lutheran churches make these same omissions.

As in Advent, the deacon and subdeacon of the pre-1970 form of the Roman Rite do not wear their habitual dalmatic and tunicle (signs of joy) in Masses of the season during Lent; instead they wear "folded chasubles", in accordance with the ancient custom.

In the pre-1970 form of the Roman Rite, the two weeks before Easter form the season of Passiontide, a subsection of the Lenten season that begins with Matins of Ash Wednesday and ends immediately before the Mass of the Easter Vigil. In this form, what previously was officially called Passion Sunday, has the official name of the First Sunday in Passiontide, and Palm Sunday has the additional name of the Second Sunday in Passiontide. In Sunday and ferial Masses (but not on feasts celebrated in the first of these two weeks) the Gloria Patri is omitted at the Entrance Antiphon and at the Lavabo, as well as in the responds in the Divine Office.

In the post-1969 form of the Roman Rite, "Passion Sunday" and "Palm Sunday" are both names for the Sunday before Easter, officially called "Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion". The former Passion Sunday became a fifth Sunday of Lent. The earlier form reads Matthew's account on Sunday, Mark's on Tuesday, and Luke's on Wednesday, while the post-1969 form reads the Passion only on Palm Sunday (with the three Synoptic Gospels arranged in a three-year cycle) and on Good Friday, when it reads the Passion according to John, as also do earlier forms of the Roman Rite.

The veiling of crucifixes and images of the saints with violet cloth, which was obligatory before 1970, is left to the decision of the national bishops' conferences. In the United States, it is permitted but not required, at the discretion of the pastor. In all forms, the readings concern the events leading up to the Last Supper and the betrayal, Passion, and death of Christ.

The week before Easter is called Holy Week.

In the Roman Rite, feasts that fall within that week are simply omitted, unless they have the rank of Solemnity, in which case they are transferred to another date. The only solemnities inscribed in the General Calendar that can fall within that week are those of St. Joseph and the Annunciation.

Color: violet. In some traditions, rose may be used on the 4th Sunday of Lent, called Laetare Sunday in the Roman Rite. Red is used for Palm Sunday in this rite (but only for the blessing of the palms in its 1955-1969 form). In the traditional form of the Palm Sunday liturgy, before the reforms of 1955, violet was used in the Roman rite both for the blessing of palms and procession and for the subsequent Mass.
Easter Triduum

The Easter Triduum consists of Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. Each of these days begins liturgically not with the morning but with the preceding evening.

The triduum begins on the evening before Good Friday with Mass of the Lord's Supper, celebrated with white vestments, and often includes a ritual of ceremonial footwashing. It is customary on this night for a vigil involving private prayer to take place, beginning after the evening service and continuing until midnight. This vigil is occasionally renewed at dawn, continuing until the Good Friday liturgy.

During the day of Good Friday Mass is not celebrated in the Catholic "church". Instead a Celebration of the Passion of the Lord is held in the afternoon or evening. It consists of three parts: a Liturgy of the Word that includes the reading of the account of the Passion by John the Evangelist and concludes with a solemn Universal Prayer. Other churches also have their Good Friday commemoration of the Passion. The color of vestments varies: no color, red, or black are used in different traditions. Colored hangings may be removed. Lutheran churches often either remove colorful adornments and icons, or veil them with drab cloth. The service is usually plain with somber music, ending with the congregation leaving in silence. In the Roman Catholic, some Lutheran, and High Anglican rites, a crucifix (not necessarily the one which stands on or near the altar on other days of the year) is ceremoniously unveiled. Other crucifixes are unveiled, without ceremony, after the service.

Holy Saturday commemorates the day during which Christ lay in the tomb. In the Roman Catholic Church, there is no Mass on this day; the Easter Vigil Mass, which, though celebrated properly at the following midnight, is often celebrated in the evening, is an Easter Mass. With no liturgical celebration, there is no question of a liturgical color.

The Easter Vigil is held in the night between Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday, to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. The liturgical color is white, often together with gold. In the Roman Rite, during the "Gloria in Excelsis Deo" the organ and bells are used in the liturgy for the first time in 2 days, and the statues, which have been veiled during Passiontide (at least in the Roman Rite through the 1962 version), are unveiled. In Lutheran churches, colors and icons are re-displayed as well.Part of a series on the Catholic "church".


Easter season

Easter is the celebration of Jesus' resurrection. The date of Easter varies from year to year, according to a lunar-calendar dating system (see computus for details). In the Roman Rite, the Easter season extends from the Easter Vigil through Pentecost Sunday. In the pre-1970 form of the rite, this season includes also the Octave of Pentecost, so Eastertide lasts until None of the following Saturday.

In the Roman Rite, the Easter octave allows no other feasts to be celebrated or commemorated during it; a solemnity, such as the Annunciation, falling within it is transferred to the following Monday. If Easter Sunday or Easter Monday falls on 25 April, the Greater Litanies, which in the pre-1970 form of the Roman Rite are on that day, are transferred to the following Tuesday.

By a decree of 5 May 2000, the Second Sunday of Easter (the Sunday after Easter Day itself), is known also in the Roman Rite as Divine Mercy Sunday.

Ascension Thursday, which celebrates the return of Jesus to heaven following his resurrection, is the fortieth day of Easter, but, in places where it is not observed as a Holy Day of Obligation, the post-1969 form of the Roman rite transfers it to the following Sunday.

Pentecost is the fiftieth and last day of the Easter season. It celebrates the sending of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles, which traditionally marks the birth of the Church, see also Apostolic Age.

Color: Gold or white, except on Pentecost, on which the color is Red.
Ordinary Time, Time after Pentecost, Time after Trinity, or Kingdomtide

This season, under various names, follows the Easter season and the feasts of Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost. In the post-1969 form of the Roman rite, Ordinary Time resumes on Pentecost Monday, omitting the Sunday which would have fallen on Pentecost. In the earlier form, where Pentecost is celebrated with an octave, the Time after Pentecost begins at Vespers on the Saturday after Pentecost. It ends on the Saturday before the First Sunday of Advent. The Sundays resume their numbering at the point that will make the Sunday before Advent the thirty-fourth, omitting any weeks for which there is no room (present-day form of the Roman Rite) or are numbered as "Sundays after Pentecost" (pre-1970 Roman Rite, Eastern Orthodoxy and some Protestants) or as "Sundays after Trinity" (some Protestants).

Feasts during this season include:
Trinity Sunday, the first Sunday after Pentecost.
Corpus Christi (Roman Rite and some Anglican and Lutheran traditions), Thursday of the second week after Pentecost, often celebrated on the following Sunday.
Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (Roman Rite), Friday in the third week after Pentecost.
Feast of Christ the King, last Sunday before Advent (Roman Rite, Lutherans, Anglicans) or last Sunday in October (1925-1969 form of the Roman Rite).

In the final few weeks of Ordinary Time, many churches direct attention to the coming of the Kingdom of God, thus ending the liturgical year with an eschatological theme that is one of the predominant themes of the season of Advent that began the liturgical year. For instance, in the pre-1970 form of the Roman Rite, the Gospel of the Last Sunday is the later form of that rite all the last three Sundays have similar themes.

While the Roman Rite adopts no special designation for this final part of Ordinary Time, some denominations do, and may also change the liturgical colour. The Church of England uses the term "Sundays before Advent" for the final four Sundays and permits red vestments as an alternative. Other denominations, including the United Methodist Church and the Christian Church - Synod of Saint Timothy, speak of "Kingdomtide". The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS) uses the terms "Third-Last, Second-Last and Last Sunday in the Church Year" and does not change from green. The LCMS does not officially celebrate a "Feast of Christ the King." The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) uses the term "Period of End Times" and assigns red vestments to the first and second Sundays.


Calendar of saints

In some Protestant traditions, especially those with closer ties to the Lutheran tradition, Reformation Sunday is celebrated on the Sunday preceding October 31, commemorating the purported day Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. The liturgical color is Red, celebrating the Holy Spirit's continuing work in renewing the Church.
Most Western traditions celebrate All Saints' Day on November 1 or the Sunday following. The liturgical color is White. The following day, November 2, is All Souls' Day.
Saints Days are observed by Lutherans and include the apostles, Virgin Mary and noteworthy figures in the Christian faith. The Confession of St. Peter Week of Prayer for Christian Unity starting on January 18. Conversion of St. Paul ended week of prayer on January 25. Martin Luther King, Jr., renewer of society, martyr January 15 (ELCA only), Presentation of Our Lord and Purification of the Mary Candlemas on February 2. Joseph, Guardian of Jesus St Joseph on March 19, Annunciation March 25, Visitation of Mary on May 31.
Lutherans also celebrate St John the Baptist or the Beheading of St John the Baptist on June 24, St Mary Magdalene July 22, St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord or the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on August 15, Holy Cross Day September 14, Francis of Assisi, renewal of the Church St. Francis of Assisi on October 4, and the Holy Innocents, Martyrs December 28.
Lesser Feasts and Commemorations on the Lutheran liturgical calendar include Anthony of Egypt on January 17, Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr Henry of Uppsala on January 19, Timothy, Titus and Silas, missionaries St Timothy, St Titus and St Silas Day on January 26, Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden St Ansgar on February 3, Cyril, monk and Methodius, bishop, missionaries to the Slavs St Cyril and St Methodius on February 14, Gregory the Great on March 12, St Patrick on March 17, Olavus Petri, priest and Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, on April 19, St Anselm on April 21, Catherine of Siena on April 29, St Athanasius on May 2, St Monica on May 4, Eric IX of Sweden on May 18, St Boniface on June 5, Basil the Great, Gregory of Nyssa and Gregory of Nazianzus on June 14, Benedict of Nursia on July 11, Birgitta of Sweden on July 23, St Anne, Mother of Mary on July 26, St Dominic on August 8, Augustine of Hippo on August 28, St Cyprian on September 16, Teresa of Avila on October 15, Martin de Porres on November 3, Martin of Tours on November 11, Elizabeth of Hungary on November 17, St Lucy on December 13. There are many other holy days in the Lutheran calendar.
Some traditions celebrate St. Michael's Day (Michaelmas) on September 29.
Some traditions celebrate St. Martin's Day (Martinmas) on November 11.

Hierarchy of feast days
Ranking of liturgical days in the Roman Rite

There are degrees of solemnity of the office of the feast days of saints. In the thirteenth century, the Roman Rite distinguished three ranks: simple, semidouble and double, with consequent differences in the recitation of the Divine Office or Breviary. The simple feast commenced with the chapter (capitulum) of First Vespers, and ended with None. It had three lessons and took the psalms of Matins from the ferial office; the rest of the office was like the semidouble. The semidouble feast had two Vespers, nine lessons in Matins, and ended with Compline. The antiphons before the psalms were only intoned. In the Mass, the semidouble had always at least three "orationes" or collects. On a double feast the antiphons were sung in their entirety, before and after the psalms. In Lauds and Vespers there were no suffragia of the saints, and the Mass had only one "oratio" (if no commemoration was prescribed). If ordinary double feasts (referred to also as lesser doubles) occurred with feasts of a higher rank, they could be simplified, except the octave days of some feasts and the feasts of the Doctors of the Church, which were transferred. To the existing distinction between major and ordinary or minor doubles, Pope Clement VIII added two more ranks, those of first-class or second-class doubles. Some of these two classes were kept with octaves. This was still the situation when the 1907 article Ecclesiastical Feasts in the Catholic Encyclopedia was written. In accordance with the rules then in force, feast days of any form of double, if impeded by "occurrence" (falling on the same day)[26] with a feast day of higher class, were transferred to another day.

Changes Seasons . . . Pope Pius X simplified matters considerably in his 1911 reform of the Roman Breviary. In the case of occurrence the lower-ranking feast day could become a commemoration within the celebration of the higher-ranking one. Until then, ordinary doubles took precedence over most of the semidouble Sundays, resulting in many of the Sunday Masses rarely being said. While retaining the semidouble rite for Sundays, Pius X's reform permitted only the most important feast days to be celebrated on Sunday, although commemorations were still made until Pope John XXIII's reform of 1960.

The division into doubles (of various kinds) semidoubles and simples continued until 1955, when Pope Pius XII abolished the rank of semidouble, making all the previous semidoubles simples, and reducing the previous simples to a mere commemoration in the Mass of another feast day or of the feria on which they fell (see General Roman Calendar of Pope Pius XII).

Changes Seasons . . . Then, in 1960, Pope John XXIII issued the Code of Rubrics, completely ending the ranking of feast days by doubles etc., and replacing it by a ranking, applied not only to feast days but to all liturgical days, as I, II, III, and IV class days.

The 1969 revision by Pope Paul VI (see Roman Catholic calendar of saints) divided feast days into "solemnities", "feasts" and "memorials", corresponding approximately to Pope John XXIII's I, II and III class feast days. Commemorations were abolished. While some of the memorials are considered obligatory, others are optional, permitting a choice on some days between two or three memorials, or between one or more memorials and the celebration of the feria. On a day to which no obligatory celebration is assigned, the Mass may be of any saint mentioned in the Roman Martyrology for that day.

Assumption of Mary
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Observed by Roman Catholics and some Anglicans on August 15, which is the same as the Eastern and Orthodox feast of the Dormition, the end of the earthly life of the Virgin Mary, her bodily Assumption into heaven, as the Queen of Heaven is celebrated. The Roman Catholic teaching on this feast was defined as dogma on November 1, 1950 by Pope Pius XII in the Papal Bull, Munificentissimus Deus.

In other Anglican and Lutheran traditions, as well as a few others, August 15 is celebrated as St. Mary, Mother of the Lord.

Color: White

Anglican Church
Further information: List of Anglican Church Calendars

The Church of England uses a liturgical year that is in most respects identical to that of the Roman Church. While this is less true of the calendars contained within the Book of Common Prayer and the Alternative Service Book (1980), it is particularly true since the Anglican Church adopted its new pattern of services and liturgies contained within Common Worship, in 2000. Certainly, the broad division of the year into the Christmas and Easter seasons, interspersed with periods of Ordinary Time, is identical, and the majority of the Festivals and Commemorations are also celebrated, with a few exceptions.

In some Anglican traditions (including the Church of England) the Christmas season is followed by an Epiphany season, which begins on the Eve of the Epiphany (on 6 January or the nearest Sunday) and ends on the Feast of the Presentation (on 2 February or the nearest Sunday). Ordinary Time then begins after this period.

The Book of Common Prayer contains within it the traditional Western Eucharistic lectionary which traces its roots to the Comes of St. Jerome in the 5th century. Its similarity to the ancient lectionary is particularly obvious during Trinity season (Sundays after the Sunday after Pentecost), reflecting that understanding of sanctification.


Eastern Orthodox Church
Eastern Orthodox Church calendar

The Liturgical year in the Eastern Orthodox Church is characterized by alternating fasts and feasts, and is in many ways similar to the Roman Catholic year described above. However, Church New Year (Indiction) traditionally begins on September 1 (Old Style or New Style), rather than the first Sunday of Advent. It includes both feasts on the Fixed Cycle and the Paschal Cycle (or Moveable Cycle). The most important feast day by far is the Feast of Pascha (Easter)—the Feast of Feasts. Then the Twelve Great Feasts, which commemorate various significant events in the lives of Jesus Christ and of the Theotokos (Virgin Mary).

The majority of Orthodox Christians (Russians, in particular) follow the Julian Calendar in calculating their ecclesiastical feasts, but many (including the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Church of Greece), while preserving the Julian calculation for feasts on the Paschal Cycle, have adopted the Revised Julian Calendar (at present coinciding with the Gregorian Calendar) to calculate those feasts which are fixed according to the calendar date. Between 1900 and 2100, there is a thirteen-day difference between the dates of the Julian and the Revised Julian and Gregorian calendars. Thus, for example, where Christmas is celebrated on December 25 O.S. (Old Style), the celebration coincides with January 7 in the Revised Calendar. The computation of the day of Pascha (Easter) is, however, always computed according to a lunar calendar based on the Julian Calendar, even by those churches which observe the Revised Calendar.

There are four fasting seasons during the year: The most important fast is Great Lent which is an intense time of fasting, almsgiving and prayer, extending for forty days prior to Palm Sunday and Holy Week, as a preparation for Pascha. The Nativity Fast (Winter Lent) is a time of preparation for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ (Christmas), but whereas Advent in the West lasts only four weeks, Nativity Fast lasts a full forty days. The Apostles' Fast is variable in length, lasting anywhere from eight days to six weeks, in preparation for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul (June 29). The Dormition Fast lasts for two weeks from August 1 to August 14 in preparation for the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos (August 15). The liturgical year is so constructed that during each of these fasting seasons, one of the Great Feasts occurs, so that fasting may be tempered with joy.

In addition to these fasting seasons, Orthodox Christians fast on Wednesdays and Fridays throughout the year (and some Orthodox monasteries also observe Monday as a fast day). Certain fixed days are always fast days, even if they fall on a Saturday or Sunday (in which case the fast is lessened somewhat, but not abrogated altogether); these are: The Decollation of St. John the Baptist, the Exaltation of the Cross and the day before the Epiphany (January 5). There are several fast-free periods, when it is forbidden to fast, even on Wednesday and Friday. These are: the week following Pascha, the week following Pentecost, the period from the Nativity of Christ until January the 5th and the first week of the Triodion (the week following the 33rd Sunday after the Pentecost).


Pascha

The greatest feast is Pascha, which for the Orthodox is calculated differently than in the West. Easter for both East and West is calculated as the first Sunday after the full moon that falls on or after March 21 (nominally the day of the vernal equinox). However, whereas Western Christians follow the Gregorian Calendar in their calculations, the Orthodox calculate the fixed date of 21 March according to the Julian Calendar, and observe the additional rule that Easter may not precede or coincide with the first day of the Jewish Passover.

The date of Pascha is central to the entire ecclesiastical year, determining not only the date for the beginning of Great Lent and Pentecost, but affecting the cycle of moveable feasts, of scriptural readings and the Octoechos (texts chanted according to the eight ecclesiastical modes) throughout the year. There are also a number of lesser feasts throughout the year that are based upon the date of Pascha. The moveable cycle begins on the Zacchaeus Sunday (the first Sunday in preparation for Great Lent or the 33rd Sunday after Pentecost as it is known), though the cycle of the Octoechos continues until Palm Sunday.

The date of Pascha affects the following liturgical seasons:
The period of the Triodion (the Sundays before Great Lent, Cheesefare Week, Great Lent, Palm Sunday, and Holy Week)
The period of the Pentecostarion (Sunday of Pascha through the Sunday After Pentecost which is also called the Sunday of all saints)


The twelve Great Feasts

Some of these feasts follow the Fixed Cycle, and some follow the Moveable (Paschal) Cycle. Most of those on the Fixed Cycle have a period of preparation called a Forefeast, and a period of celebration afterward, similar to the Western Octave, called an Afterfeast. Great Feasts on the Paschal Cycle do not have Forefeasts. The lengths of Forefeasts and Afterfeasts vary, according to the feast.
Nativity of the Theotokos (September 8) 
birth of the Theotokos to Joachim and Anna
Elevation of the Cross (September 14) 
the rediscovery of the original Cross on which Christ was crucified
Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple (November 21) 
the entry of the Theotokos into the Temple around the age of 3
Nativity of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (December 25) 
the birth of Jesus, or Christmas
Theophany (January 6) 
the baptism of Jesus Christ, Christ's blessing of the water, and the revealing of Christ as God
Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple (February 2) 
Christ's presentation as an infant in the Temple by the Theotokos and Joseph.
Annunciation of the Theotokos (March 25) 
Gabriel's announcement to the Theotokos (Virgin Mary) that she will conceive the Christ, and her "Yes"

In Eastern practice, should this feast fall during Holy Week or on Pascha itself, the feast of the Annunciation is not transferred to another day. In fact, the conjunction of the feasts of the Annunciation and Pascha, known as "Kyriou-Pascha," is considered an extremely festive event.

Entry into Jerusalem (Sunday before Pascha) 
known in the West as Palm Sunday.
Ascension (40 days after Pascha) 
Christ's ascension into Heaven following his resurrection.
Pentecost (50 days after Pascha) 
The Holy Spirit comes and indwells the apostles and other Christian believers.
Transfiguration of Our Lord (August 6) 
Christ's Transfiguration as witnessed by Peter, James and John.
Dormition of the Theotokos (August 15) 
The falling asleep of the Theotokos (cf. the Assumption of Mary in some of the "churches" of Western Christianity)


Other Feasts

Some additional feasts are observed with as though they were Great Feasts:
The Protection of the Mother of God (October 1), especially among the Russian Orthodox
The Feast of Saint James the Just (October 23)
The Feast of Saint Demetrius of Thessaloniki (October 26)
The Feast of the Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel (November 8)
The Feast of Saint Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra in Lycia (December 6)
The Feast of the Conception of Mary by Saints Joachim and Anne (December 9)
The Feast of Saint Spiridon (December 12)
The Feast of Saint Stephen the Deacon (December 27)
The Feast of Saint Basil the Great and the Circumcision of Christ (January 1)
The Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs: Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom (January 30)
The Feast of the Forty Martyrs of Sebaste (March 9)
The Feast of Saint George (April 23)
The Feast of the Holy Emperors Constantine and Helen (May 21)
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist (June 24)
The Feast of Saints Peter and Paul (June 29)
The Feast of Saint Elijah the Prophet (July 20)
The Beheading of St. John the Baptist (August 29)
Beginning of the Indiction-Ecclesiastical Year (September 1)
The Patronal Feast of a church or monastery

Every day throughout the year commemorates some saint or some event in the lives of Christ or the Theotokos (Virgin Mary). When a feast on the moveable cycle occurs, the feast on the fixed cycle that was set for that calendar day is transferred, with the propers of the feast often being chanted at Compline on the nearest convenient day.


Cycles
Paschal Cycle

In addition to the Fixed and Moveable Cycles, there are a number of other liturgical cycles in the ecclesiastical year that affect the celebration of the divine services. These include, the Daily Cycle, the Weekly Cycle, the Cycle of Matins Gospels, and the Octoechos..


Secular observance

Note:  Because of the dominance of Christianity in Europe throughout the Middle Ages, many features of the Christian year became incorporated into the secular calendar. Many of its feasts (e.g., Mardi Gras, Saint Patrick's Day) remain holidays, and are now celebrated by people of all faiths and none — in some cases worldwide. The secular celebrations bear varying degrees of likeness to the religious feasts from which they derived, often also including elements of ritual from pagan festivals of similar date.



VICARIUS FILII DEI

	THE LITERAL MEANING: 
	VICARIUS - substituting for, or in place of 

	
	FILII - means son 

	
	DEI - means God 

V/U – Are interchangeable when Roman Numerals are converted to Latin.


  

	          V =     5
	          F = no value
	D = 500

	           I =      1
	          I =     1
	E = no value

	          C = 100
	          L = 50
	 I  =     1

	          A = no value
	          I =     1
	-------------

	          R = no value
	          I =     1
	501

	           I =      1
	          --------------
	

	          U =     5
	                 53
	

	          S = no value
	
	

	              ---------------
	
	

	                  112
	112 + 53+ 501 = 666



Paul (<:)
Jesus first!


