http://www.sltrib.com/lifestyle/faith/4970512-155/let-there-be-enlightenment-jesus-seminar?fullpage=1
“Their collective conclusions? Jesus was not born of a virgin, was not resurrected, did not walk on water. He was, however, baptized by John and did tell followers to "turn the other cheek." ”
2 Timothy 3:1-9

1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.

9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as their's also was.
1 John 4:1-3
1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.
Note:  Thus, here, the Apostle John gives Christians a test whereby the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ may try – test false teachers, i.e.:  pretending spirits. These satanic spirits -- pretending to be Prophets, Doctors, Preachers, Teachers, or dictators in religion -- were to be tried by their own doctrine; and the test whereby in that day, or in that part of the world where the Apostle John now resided, for in various seasons, and in various Churches must be this: Hereby know you the Spirit of God, Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh (or that confesses that the Lord Jesus Christ came in the flesh, was dead, buried, and resurrected, and Who now sitteth on the right hand of God the Father) is of God.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is to be confessed as the Only Begotten Son of God, the Eternal Life and Word, Who was with the God the Father from the beginning, John 1:1-5.  As the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, that came into, and came in, our human mortal nature, and therein suffered and died at Jerusalem.  Was dead.  Buried. Rose again on the third day after His death. Ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father.  The individual that confesses and or Preaches this, by a mind supernaturally instructed and enlightened therein, does it by the Holy Spirit of God.  God who is the author of that illumination and Who enlightens the spiritual eyes and ears of each who are Converted -- Saved, gives spiritual understanding.  On the contrary, Every spirit that confesseth NOT that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh (or that Jesus the Messiah, God’s Christ came in the flesh) is not of God.  God has given so much testimony to His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who was lately here in the world, and in the flesh (or in a fleshly body like ours,) though now in Heaven, that man may be assured that any impulse or pretended inspiration that contradicts this is far from being from Heaven and of God.  The sum of revealed spiritual knowledge is comprehended in the Doctrine concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, His Person and His Office.  God's Word is ONE, 1 John 5:6-8, and bears this record in Heaven, John 10:30.  We see then the aggravation of a systematic opposition to Christ Jesus and His Words speaking the Truth of God.  And this is that spirit of antichrist whereof you have heard that it should come, and even now already is it in the world . . . .  It was foreknown by God that many antichrists would arise, and antichristian spirits would oppose God’s Holy Spirit and God’s Holy Word, and God’s Holy Truth.  It was foreknown also by God that one eminent antichrist would arise, and make a long and fatal war against the Christ of God, and His Word, His honor, and His Kingdom in the world.  This great antichrist, the "pope" of Rome, would have his way prepared, and his rise facilitated, by other lesser antichrists, and the spirit of error working and disposing men's minds for him, www.alemattec.com/Movie_Most_Important.htm.  The antichristian spirit began betimes (Betimes:  at an early period,) even in the Apostles' days.  Dreadful and unsearchable is the Judgment of God, that persons should be given over to “an antichristian spirit,” and to such darkness and delusion as to set themselves against the very Son of God and all the testimony that God the Father hath given to His Son!  Christians, by Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, have been forewarned that such opposition would arise.  In God’s Holy Word, the Holy Bible, the more Christians see the Word of Christ fulfilled, the more confirmed we should be in the Truth of it.

Thus, respecting the Person and Office of the Lord Jesus Christ, as He existed before He became or came in the flesh, not in His human nature, or as man, or as an Angel, but existed in eternity past as the very Son of God, in the beginning with God, John 1:1-3, as a Divine Person, being truly and properly God.  The threefold Office of the Lord Jesus Christ is of Prophet, Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Priest, Psalm 110:1-4, and King, Psalm 2:1-12, and He alone is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 1 Timothy 6:14-16; Revelation 17:14; Revelation 19:11-16.  So that this confession of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth takes in His Divine sonship, and proper Deity, and also His true and real humanity.  That the Lord Jesus Christ was the Messiah, was incarnate, was fully God and fully man in one person.  That Christ Jesus was really a man, and not in appearance only, against the heretics of those times.  The Lord Jesus Christ position also includes His Offices, as that Jesus of Nazareth Who is the Christ, the Messiah, which the Jews denied, and that He was the anointed Prophet, Priest, and King sent by God the Father.  Therefore, to believe on Him as Lord and God requires one’s confession or acknowledgment of all the Doctrines of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, which came by Him, as a Prophet; and of His satisfaction, sacrifice, and His intercession as a Priest.  All of His Ordinances and Commands as a King, and that He is the only Savior and Redeemer of men, 1 Timothy 6:14-16; John 14:6; Jude 1:24-25; John 1:14-18.
Therefore, whoever owns and declares this system of Truth, "is of God" -- not that everyone that assents unto this, or Preaches it is Born Again of God.  As many may believe, and confess all this, as the devils themselves do, Mark 12:32-34; James 2:19, and yet be destitute of the Grace of God.  The Spirit or Doctrine which contains these things in it, is certainly of God, or comes from God.  Whosoever brings these Truths concerning the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth with him, without apology, and who by their confession of believing on the Lord Jesus Christ then teaches them or Preaches them to all that would hear, he is, so far as he does so, on the side of God and God’s Truth, and is to be regarded as a Brethren in Christ.

Every spirit that confesseth not, . . . Confesses NOT the proper Deity and Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, His true and real humanity, and His Messiahship, or any of His Offices, Doctrines, and or Ordinances, or His satisfaction and Righteousness, or that God’s peace, pardon, justification, life, and Salvation are by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, which are meant by what follows:  that Jesus Christ (Messiah, i.e.:  Christ is the Greek translation for the Hebrew word Messiah) that Jesus Christ (the Messiah) is come in the flesh, Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23.  Every spirit that dissolves the Lord Jesus Christ, that separates either one of His two natures -- human and Divine, in Him, and makes two separate Persons of them, or denies either of them, either that He is truly God, or really man, or denies Him to be the Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, the Messiah, the Only Savior is a liar and the Truth is not in him, and they are of their father, satan, the devil, John 8:44.  Or one who lies, who destroys the Lord Jesus Christ’s Person, His Office and work, and makes void His obedience, sufferings, death, and resurrection is not of God.  Neither he nor his doctrine are of God, as his doctrine cannot come from God, being contrary to the very Word of God.  Furthermore, he himself is neither born of God, nor on God’s side.

"and this is that spirit of antichrist, . . . "  Is the one who claims to be a substitute for Christ Jesus or who is against the Lord Jesus Christ, or opposes himself to Him, www.alemattec.com/Man of Sin revealed . . . Vicar of Christ, Vicar of the Son of God, Vicarious Christi, antiChrist, 'pope' of Rome, the Papacy . . . .doc.  He who denies the Lord Jesus Christ’s sonship, His Deity, His humanity, His Office, and His Grace, manifestly does so with a false, satanic doctrine that is calculated against these Truths of Holy Scripture, against the Word of God, and this comes from the spirit and doctrine of antichrist, whereof you have heard that it should come, and even now already is it the world, in the many false teachers who are the forerunners of the antichrist.


1 John 2:1-5

1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.

Note:  If we keep His Commandments -- not the commandments of men, for the keeping of them arises from ignorance of God, and is a proof of it.  Nor, the Commandments of the Ceremonial Law, which are abolished.  The Moral Law, which is more particularly the Commandments of God the Father, www.alemattec.com/Franklin Graham, 'Why I am boycotting Wells Fargo,' and the Ten Commandments . . . .doc, and the observance of which, though it cannot be with perfection, yet being done in faith, and from love to God, and with a view to God's Glory, is an evidence of the true knowledge of God and of God's Will.  Or, else, those Commandments which are more especially the Commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ given by Christ Jesus to His Church, such as the Ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, which are peculiar to the Gospel dispensation, and which being kept by Born Again Believers in faith as they were delivered by the Lord Jesus Christ, and in His name, and honor, and strength, and to His Glory, without depending on them for one's life and Salvation, is an argument and proof of the right knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Particularly, the Lord Jesus Christ's new Commandment of loving one another may be chiefly designed, that being what the Apostle John has greatly in view throughout this Epistle of 1st John.  In proportion as we love God, in that same proportion we know Him, and vice versa, until our love and knowledge shall attain their full maturity of perfection, Ephesians 3:19; Ephesians 4:11-25; Colossians 1:10-20; Colossians 2:8-15.  Now, let it be observed that keeping of the Commands of God, or of the Lord Jesus Christ, is not the knowledge of either of them itself, for much may be done in an external way, yet neither God nor the Lord Jesus Christ be spiritually and Savingly known by a man.  Nor is it the cause of such knowledge, for that is owing to the Holy Spirit and the Grace of God alone.  However, it is an effect or consequence of spiritual knowledge, and so an evidence of it; hereby is not the knowledge itself, but the knowledge of that knowledge, that is, that it is true and genuine knowledge of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ given by God through His Holy Word and believed upon by faith for one's Salvation.
 
4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.


Note:  "He that saith, I know him, . . . "  Either God the Father or the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Gnostics say they did, who pretended to great, even perfect, knowledge of Divine things -- but did not know God the Father nor the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as the Only Begotten Son of God.  The Gnostics felt they understood God by having a more perfect knowledge or understanding of Divine things boasted of their knowledge, but set aside obedience. The Gnostics declared that they 
"Know Him," namely, as "the Righteous, Advocate and Intercessor," Romans 1:21, but set aside obedience which is required by God for those who are right with God, "righteous," 1 John 2:1; I John 2:29.  Neither were they thankful, 1 Thessalonians 5:18 for God's gifts, specifically God's unspeakable gift of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 2 Corinthians 9:15.

Those who know God the Father and God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ keep His Commandments . . .  Not doing so in faultless conformity, but hearty acceptance of, and willing subjection to, God's whole revealed Will, John 6:40. 

" . . . is a liar, . . . "  He who contradicts what the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ declares, and gives the lie to it, for though in words he/she professes to know God, in works they deny Him, and which betrays their ignorance of the Lord Jesus Christ and God's Commandment, John 17:3; 1 John 2:25; 1 John 5:11; 1 John 5:20.

" . . . and the truth is not in him."  There is no true knowledge of God and/or the Lord Jesus Christ in him, nor is the Truth of the Gospel in his heart -- however it may be in his head, nor is the Truth of God's Grace in him, for each of these lead persons to obedience under the Headship of the Lord Jesus Christ, God's anointed Savior.
 
5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has life in Himself, as does God the Father, John 5:25-27, and grants this life to Whom they Will, Exodus 33:18-20; Romans 9:15-16.  This life is Eternal, and is given by God to those who are Born Again Believers, those Called of God, the True Worshipers of God, John 4:23-26.  This Eternal life, this Everlasting Life has been imparted to us--to Born Again Believers. Therefore, the words which were the expression of that life, in its perfection in the person of the Only Begotten Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, directs and guides it in us according to that perfection.  Besides this, the Lord Jesus Christ has complete authority over us, as the Head of every man and woman, 1 Corinthians 11:3. The Lord Jesus Christ's Commandments are its expression. We have therefore to obey, and to walk as He walked -- the two forms of practical life. It is not enough to walk well: we must obey, for there is authority over us. This is the essential principle of a right walk. On the other hand, the obedience of the Christian -- as is evident by that of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself--is not that which we often think. We call a child obedient, who, having a will of his own, submits himself at once to his parent's authority who when necessary intervenes to prevent the child from accomplishing his own will when it would cause the child harm -- or even if not to prevent harm but for the child's own good.  The Lord Jesus Christ came in obedience to God His Father this way.  The Lord Jesus Christ came to do the Will of God, Luke 4:17-19; Luke 10:16; John 4:34; John 5:30; John 5:36-37; John 6:38; John 6:39-40; John 6:44; John 6:57; John 7:16; John 7:28-29; John 7:33; John 8:29.  Obedience was His mode of being. His Father's Will was the motive, and, with the love that was never separate from it, the only motive of His every act and every impulse.  This, too, is obedience properly called Christian. It is a new life which delights in doing the Will of the Lord Jesus Christ, acknowledging His entire authority over us.  We reckon ourselves to be dead to everything else; we are alive unto God, we are not our own, for we have been bought with a price, the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. We only know Christ inasmuch as we are living by the Lord Jesus Christ's life; for the flesh does not know Him, and cannot understand His life.  Now, that life is obedience: therefore he who says, "I know him," and does not observe the Lord Jesus Christ's Commandments, is a liar, and the Truth is not in him. It does not say here, "he deceives himself," for it is very possible that he is not self-deceived, as in the other case of fancied communion; for here the will of a man is in action, and a man knows it, if he will confess it.  The reality is not there if he is not obedient to the Commands of the Lord Jesus Christ; he then is a liar, and the Truth in the knowledge of Christ Jesus, which he "outwardly professes," is not in him internally. 


Pope quietly trims sanctions for sex abusers seeking mercy
Nicole Winfield, Associated Press Updated 8:55 am, Saturday, February 25, 2017

http://www.sfgate.com/news/crime/article/Pope-quietly-trims-sanctions-for-sex-abusers-10958878.php

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Francis has quietly reduced sanctions against a handful of pedophile priests, applying his vision of a merciful church even to its worst offenders in ways that survivors of abuse and the pope's own advisers question.

One case has come back to haunt him: An Italian priest who received the pope's clemency was later convicted by an Italian criminal court for his sex crimes against children as young as 12. The Rev. Mauro Inzoli is now facing a second church trial after new evidence emerged against him, The Associated Press has learned.

The Inzoli case is one of several in which Francis overruled the advice of the Vatican's Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and reduced a sentence that called for the priest to be defrocked, two canon lawyers and a church official told AP. Instead, the priests were sentenced to penalties including a lifetime of penance and prayer and removal from public ministry. 
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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