Just like New Year, Christmas, Halloween, Saint Valentine’s Day and other pagan holidays that are celebrated by both Christian and the secular, non-religious world, the Lenten season is observed by dedicated religious believers and pagans alike.  Today, some atheists who find value in the Christian tradition, also observe Lent.[22]  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent

From Ash Wednesday to Easter, many solemnly mark their foreheads with ash, “fasting” (or abstaining from certain foods or physical pleasures) for 40 days. This is done to supposedly imitate Jesus Christ’s 40-day fast in the wilderness:

Matthew 4:1-2

1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.


During so called Lent, some people give up smoking. Others give up chewing gum. Others give up over-eating or cursing. People vow to give up anything, as long as it prepares them for Easter.  The English word Lent was adopted for the 40 day period in Matthew 4:1-2 above.. This word Lent initially simply meant spring (as in the German language Lenz and Dutch lente) and derives from the Germanic root for long because in the spring the days visibly lengthen.  People who observe Lent may be religious, dedicated and sincere—but they are sincerely wrong.

Let’s examine Lent, its practices and customs, its historic and religious origins, and its true meaning from the Holy Bible’s perspective, not from the “traditions of men”.

Mark 7:7-9

7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.

9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.


Let's Examine Lent’s Purpose

According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, “The real aim of Lent is, above all else, to prepare men for the celebration of the death and Resurrection of Christ…the better the preparation the more effective the celebration will be. One can effectively relive the mystery only with purified mind and heart. The purpose of Lent is to provide that purification by weaning men from sin and selfishness through self-denial and prayer, by creating in them the desire to do God’s will and to make His kingdom come by making it come first of all in their hearts.”

The purification by the will of men, creating in them the desire to do God's Will, and MAKE His Kingdom come, by making it come first of all in their hearts.

The Roman Catholic "church," like the Scribes and Pharisees, as they preceded from them, want to do works, by the will of men, to do God's Will.  However, the works of God are done by God, not by men.  The Work of God is that man believes in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ALONE as Lord, God, and Savior.


John 6:28-29

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.


According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, “The real aim of Lent is, above all else, to prepare men for the celebration of the death and Resurrection of Christ…the better the preparation the more effective the celebration will be. One can effectively relive the mystery only with purified mind and heart. The purpose of Lent is to provide that purification by weaning men from sin and selfishness through self-denial and prayer, by creating in them the desire to do God’s will and to make His kingdom come by making it come first of all in their hearts.”

The “celebration of the death and Resurrection of Christ” to which the preceding quote refers is so-called “Good Friday” and “Easter Sunday”—holidays deeply rooted in ancient paganism. They were instituted by mainstream Christianity in order to counterfeit and replace the Passover season. 

The Holy Bible states that we are purified—cleansed, set apart and made pure in God’s sight—by the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth from the sacrifice of Himself for His people's sins, the Chosen, Called, the Elect of God, the True Worshipers, those Born Again Believers.

Hebrews 9:11-14

11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;

12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?


Hebrews 9:22
22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.

www.alemattec.com/And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission . . . .doc

Hebrews 13:12
12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.


This, along with faith:

Acts 15:5-9

5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.

6 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.

7 And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.

8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us;

9 And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.


Faith, and having humbly submitting to and obeying God . . .


James 4:7-10

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.

9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.



A True Believer is sanctified by His Truth, which is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and prayer:

John 17:17
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

John 14:6
6Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.


Note:  Even the food we eat is santified by the word of God and prayer . . .
1 Timothy 4:5
4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 
5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

This makes a Christian clean before God. No amount of fasting, abstaining from physical pleasures or any other form of self-denial can purify us.  You cannot, of and by yourself, create within you “the desire to do God’s will.” Yes, it is true that God has given mankind free will. However, the carnal, natural mind cannot—will not—submit to God.

Romans 8:5-7

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.


Only through a converted mind, actively led by the Holy Spirit, can God work both to Will and to do of His good pleasure in a Born Again Believer:

Philippians 2:13
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.


Not by a man's work of trying to purify himself to be acceptable to God by abstaining for a short period of time . . .

Titus 3:4-8

4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.


Approved by Official State/Religion

Lent was never observed by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth nor His Apostles. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Commanded His disciples to:

Matthew 28:19-20

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth never Commanded them to observe Lent or Easter.  Notice what Alexander Hislop wrote in his book, The Two Babylons, “The festival, of which we read in Church history, under the name of Easter, in the third and fourth centuries, was quite a different festival from that now observed in the Romish Church, and at that time was not known by any such name as Easter . . ."  That festival [Passover] was not idolatrous, and it was preceded by no Lent. ‘It ought to be known,’ said Cassianus, the monk of Marseilles, writing in the fifth century, and contrasting the primitive [New Testament] Church with the Church of his day, ‘that the observance of the forty days had no existence, so long as the perfection of that primitive Church remained inviolate.’”

Lent was not observed by the first century Church.  It was first addressed by the "church" at Rome during the Council of Nicea in A.D. 325, when the false Christian, the Emperor Constantine officially recognized the Roman Catholic "church" as the Roman Empire’s state religion. Any other form of Christianity that held to Doctrines contrary to the papacy of the Roman Catholic "church" was from that point on considered an enemy of the state. 

Originally, people did not observe Lent for more than a week. Some kept it for one or two days. Others kept it for 40 consecutive hours, falsely believing that only 40 hours had elapsed between the Lord Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection.

Eventually, it became a 40-day period of fasting or abstaining from certain foods. “The emphasis was not so much on the fasting as on the spiritual renewal that the preparation for Easter demanded. It was simply a period marked by fasting, but not necessarily one in which the faithful fasted every day. However, as time went on, more and more emphasis was laid upon fasting . . .  During the early centuries (from the fifth century on especially) the observance of the fast was very strict. Only one meal a day, toward evening was allowed: flesh meat and fish, and in most places even eggs and dairy products, were absolutely forbidden. Meat was not even allowed on Sundays” (Catholic Encyclopedia).

With their Traditions, the Roman Catholic "church," as they had come from the Judiazers, followed the same false teachings which openly denied the Commandments of God, and following seducing spirits and the doctrines of demons (devils) i.e.:  Not to eat meat at certain times, or on certain days, such as Fridays.  Requiring, forbidding their "priests" to marry, calling themselves "father," or "reverend," taking the place of God, which was forbidden by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:

1 Timothy 4:1-5

1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.

4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:

5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.


Colossians 2:15-17

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.


Matthew 23:8-10

8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.

9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.



Psalm 111:9 
9He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.


From the ninth century onward, Lents strict rules were relaxed. Greater emphasis was given to performing “penitential works” than to fasting and abstinence.
According to the apostolic constitution Poenitemini of Pope Paul IV (Feb. 17, 1966), “abstinence is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and on all Fridays of the year that do not fall on holy days of obligation, and fasting as well as abstinence is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday” (Catholic Encyclopedia).


These Judaizers, who took over the Church, and are now the Roman Catholic "church," taught their traditions, following the Old Testament Law, placing the people back under the wrath of God by having them follow the Law to be right with God, or through their “penitential works” or (good) works.


Acts 21:25

25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication. 


Romans 11:5-7

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded.



Romans 4:4

4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.


Romans 3:27
27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.



Galatians 3:10 
10For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.


Romans 3:20 
20Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.


Galatians 2:16 
16Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.


2 Timothy 1:9-11

9Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:

11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.



Galatians 2:21 
21I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.


Today, Lent is used for “fasting from sin and from vice . . . forsaking sin and sinful ways.” It is a season “for penance, which means sorrow for sin and conversion to God.” This tradition teaches that fasting and employing self-discipline during Lent will give a worshiper the “control over himself that he needs to purify his heart and renew his life.”

However, the Holy Bible clearly shows that self-control—temperance—comes from having God’s Holy Spirit working in the life of a converted mind  Fasting—of and by itself—cannot produce godly self-control.

This parable below represents the case of the Jewish church (assembly) and nation. It is also applicable to all those who hear the Word of God, and are in part reformed, but not truly converted, but profess to be before others. They try to clean themselves up, their house, using their own will, man's "free will".  It is true, he is successful "for a time".  The unclean spirit leaves for a time, but when he returns, he finds not the Lord Jesus Christ Nazareth there with His Holy Spirit to shut him out.  The heart is swept by outward reformation by the will of the man, but as the heart of a man is evil, and deceitfully wicked, wicked above all things, his heart is garnished by preparation to comply with evil suggestions of satan and his devils (demons), and the man becomes a more decided enemy of the Truth, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Word. Every heart is the residence of unclean spirits, except those which are Temples of the Holy Ghost, by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone, Who can cleanse a man from all sin and spot.


Matthew 12:43-45

43 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.

Note:  By "the unclean" spirit, is meant satan, the old serpent, the devil.  Satan is the cause of uncleanness in men, and delights in unclean persons, places, and things: his "going out of a man," is not to be understood of his being dispossessed of the bodies of men, nor of the ejection of satan's control over a man, or satan being made to go by force or man's free will.  Here, though satan simply is putting on another form, appearing as an "Angel of light," and under the guise of self holiness and righteousness, and so he may be said to go out of men (in his normal form,) when any outward reformation is made by them through their own free will.  When they take up a profession of religion, though destitute of the Grace of God, and God's Calling on their life.  The "unclean spirit," satan does not find rest outside of this man, as he "walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and finding none.  As satan cannot find rest through exercises in spiritual performance of self-righteousness, as he has not the Holy Spirit of God, cannot then by the Living water, the Holy Spirit have his thirst quenched, nor satisfy his sinful appetite, therefore he is represented as seeking rest and finding none.  Satan seeks their disturbance, but his own rest.  Which is to do all the mischief he can, by stirring up corruption, tempting them to sin, and discouraging the exercise of God's Grace.  Satan knows his time is short.  Satan is not able to do as much mischief as he would care to do, and so he cannot find the rest he seeks for, nor satisfy his envious, spiteful, and malicious temper, therefore he says within himself, I will return into my "house" whence I came out . ..

44 Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.

Note:  Satan never really and properly left the man's house, only seemingly, and in appearance; and therefore his returning is only throwing off the guise, and reassuming his former character, as a vicious and unclean spirit (satan). When satan is come, he findeth it empty: not empty of sin, but empty of God, having nothing that would keep him out, no armor of God there.  The "house" was empty of God, of the true knowledge of Him, of the fear of Him, and love to Him, of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, of faith in Jim, affection for Him, and hope on Him, and of the Spirit of God, and of His graces, and of spiritual, internal religion, and powerful godliness.

Swept not with the Holy Spirit of God's Grace convincing the man of sin, righteousness, and judgment, but with an outward reformation, and garnished, not with internal Grace, which makes true Saints all glorious within, but with secret lusts and corruptions, which rendered it an agreeable habitation for this unclean spirit, satan and his devils (demons).  At most, he has shown some show of morality, a little negative holiness, or abstinence from outward acts of sin, by observance of some external rites and ceremonies, and a few hypocritical performances of fasting and prayer, such as during Lent.  This, satan can very well bear with, so long as the heart is empty of true spiritual Grace, and till an opportunity offers of throwing off all appearance of good.

45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.


Galatians 5:16-17

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.


Galatians 5:22-23

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.


The Apostle Paul warned against using self-denial as a tool to rely on your own will. The Apostle Paul called it “will worship.” 


Colossians 2:20-23

20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not;

22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?

23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body: not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.


God did not design fasting as a tool for penance, “beating yourself up” or developing will power, "Is it such a fast that I have chosen? . . .":


Isaiah 58:1-7

1 Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.

2 Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.

3 Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your labours.

4 Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high.

5 Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord?

Note:  Wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord? Does this deserve the name of a fast, or can it be imagined that such a day so spent, can be agreeable to God? That such persons and services will be accepted of by Him, or that hereby sin is atoned for, and God is well pleased, and will show his favor and good will, and have respect to such worshipers of him? No, surely not.

6 Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?

7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?


God’s people humble themselves through fasting in order to draw closer to Him—so that they can learn to think and act like Him—so that they can live His way of life in all things. Fasting (and prayer) helps Christians draw closer to God.  Notice what the Prophet Jeremiah wrote: 

Jeremiah 9:23-24

23 Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:

24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.



Lent’s Ancient Roots

Coming from the Anglo-Saxon Lencten, meaning “spring,” Lent originated in the ancient Babylonian mystery religion. “The forty days’ abstinence of Lent was directly borrowed from the worshipers of the Babylonian goddess . . .  Among the Pagans this Lent seems to have been an indispensable preliminary to the great annual festival in commemoration of the death and resurrection of Tammuz” (The Two Babylons).

In Babylonia, the month Tammuz was established in honor of the eponymous (eponymous:  of, relating to, or being the person or thing for whom or which something is named) god Tammuz, who originated as a Sumerian shepherd-god, Dumuzid or Dumuzi, the consort of Inanna and, in his Akkadian form, the parallel consort of Ishtar.  Ishtar=Easter.   Easter is a pagan holiday honoring the "Queen of Heaven goddess Ishtar", not a Christian Holy Day.  Beginning with the summer solstice came a time of mourning in the Ancient Near East, as in the Aegean: the Babylonians marked the decline in daylight hours and the onset of killing summer heat and drought with a six-day "funeral" for the god.  Tammuz, it is said, lived in Babylonia before the coming of the Chaldeans and belonged to an ancient Mesopotamian tribe called Ganbân. On rituals related to Tammuz in his time, he adds that the Sabaeans in Harran and Babylonians still lamented the loss of Tammuz every July, but that the origin of the worship had been lost.

"The dead and resurrected god Tammuz (Sumerian Dumuzi), prototype of the classical Adonis, who was the consort as well as son by virgin birth, of the goddess-mother of many names: Inanna, Ninhursag, Ishtar, Astarte, Artemis, Demeter, Aphrodite, Venus" (in Oriental Mythology: The Masks of God pp 39-40).

Tammuz was the Babylonian version of the even earlier god Dumuzi, a shepherd and farmer god who ancient hymns tell us married  the great Sumerian Queen of Heaven Inanna, daughter of the moon and sister of the sun. Inanna’s accomplishments were many.  She had stolen the tablets of wisdom from the god of wisdom himself, Enki. She was a fierce War Goddess and she was the Goddess of Love, linked in ritual and hymn with the life giving force of fertility.

To the Babylonians, Inanna’s name was Ishtar, and traveling westward, she became the Canaanite/Phoenician Astarte, the Queen of Heaven and Ashtoreth in the Bible, and ultimately probably became Aphrodite to the Greeks and Venus to the Romans.  Inanna was also known as the planet Venus, which is also known as the Morning and Evening Star.

Note:  The Morning Star in the Holy Bible is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Inanna was extolled in hymns as the great lady of heaven, the holy torch, and called “mighty, majestic and radiant.”  She was the “Proud Queen of the Earth Gods” and “Supreme Among the Heaven Gods,”. She brightened the night and the morning and could make the earth tremble.
On November 29, 1979, Pope John Paul II declared St. Francis to be the Patron of Ecology.  The same Pope wrote on the occasion of the World Day of Peace, January 1, 1990, "the Saint of Assisi"offers Christians an example of genuine and deep respect for the integrity of creation…" He went on to make the point that St Francis: "As a friend of the poor who was loved by God's creatures, Saint Francis invited all of creation – animals, plants, natural forces, even Brother Sun and Sister Moon – to give honor and praise to the Lord".  www.alemattec.com/'pope' Francis I . . . .doc
Note:  See the similarity is wording to:  Tammuz was the Babylonian version of the even earlier god Dumuzi, a shepherd and farmer god who ancient hymns tell us married  the great Sumerian Queen of Heaven Inanna, daughter of the moon (Allah) and sister (wife) of the sun (Tammuz). 


"Semiramis and Horus/Tammuz were worshipped as "Madonna and child."  As the generations passed, they were worshiped under other names in different countries and languages. Many of these are recognizable:

Ashtoreth/Astarte and Molech/Baal in Canaan."
Aphrodite and Adonis in Greece
Fortuna and Jupiter in Rome.

Queen of Heaven - Mother and Child Worship - From Babylon
Tammuz became symbolized by the golden calf.  See his image here, (Tammuz (deity). Statue in National Theatre of Miskolc, Hungary) :  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MinotaurInThrone01.jpg 
Semiramis became known as the "queen of heaven," and was the prototype from which all other pagan goddesses came.


Protestant minister Alexander Hislop in The Two Babylons (1853) claimed that Semiramis was an actual person in ancient Mesopotamia who invented polytheism and, with it, goddess worship.

Hislop believed that Semiramis was a consort of Nimrod, builder of the Bible's Tower of Babel, though Biblical mention of consorts to Nimrod is lacking, other secular text make this suggestion.

According to Hislop, Semiramis invented polytheism in an effort to corrupt her subjects' original faith in the God of Genesis. Semiramis deified herself as Ishtar and her son as Gilgamesh, as well as various members of her court and her then deceased husband.

In support of his claim, Hislop talked about legends of Semiramis being raised by doves. He referred to the writings by the church's Ante Nicene Fathers to suggest that these stories began as propaganda invented and circulated by Semiramis herself, so her subjects would ascribe to her the status of virgin birth and view her child as the fulfillment of the "seed" prophecy in Genesis 3:15.

Hislop believed Semiramis' child to be the Akkadian (Assyro-Babylonian) deity Tammuz, a god of vegetation as well as a life-death-rebirth deity.

He maintained that all divine pairings in world myths and religions depicted in art e.g. Isis/Osiris, Aphrodite/Cupid, and the Roman Catholic view of Mary/Jesus and others are retellings of the tale of Semiramis and Tammuz. The figure of Semiramis was later developed into the Blessed Virgin Mary, according to Hislop's book. Hislop used this in support of his claim that Roman Catholicism is in fact paganism.

Hislop took literary references to Osiris and Orion as "seed of woman" as evidence in support of his thesis. The legends already existing in his day about Semiramis, he claimed, were distortions of history.



Church of the Nativity and Shrine of Adonis-Tammuz
The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is built over a cave that was originally a shrine to Adonis-Tammuz.  The Church "father" Jerome, who died in Bethlehem in 420, reports in addition that the "holy cave" was at one point consecrated by the heathen to the worship of Adonis, and a pleasant sacred grove planted before it, to wipe out the memory of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Modern mythologists, however, reverse the supposition, insisting that the cult of Adonis-Tammuz originated the shrine and that it was the "Christians," the Roman Catholic "church" who took it over, substituting the worship of their own God.


Tammuz was the false Messiah of the Babylonians—a satanic counterfeit of Jesus Christ!
www.alemattec.com/'Easter,' baal worship, Nimrod Babel, Babylonian,  halo or nimbus, Ethiopian, Incubus, Barack HUSSEIN Obama . . . .doc
www.alemattec.com/Baal worship, Babylonian worship by the Roman Catholic 'church'.htm

The Feast of Tammuz was usually celebrated in June (also called the “month of Tammuz”). Lent was held 40 days before the feast, “celebrated by alternate weeping and rejoicing.” This is why Lent means “spring”; it took place from spring to early summer.

Construction for the 40-megawatt light-water nuclear reactor began in 1979 at the Al Tuwaitha Nuclear Center near Baghdad.[23] The main reactor was dubbed Osirak (Osiraq) by the French, blending the name of Iraq with that of the reactor class. Iraq named the main reactor Tammuz 1 (Arabic: تموز) and the smaller Tammuz 2.[24] Tammuz was the Babylonian month when the Ba'ath party had come to power in 1968.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tammuz_1

Tammuz was a month in the Babylonian calendar, named for one of the main Babylonian gods, Tammuz (Sumerian: Dumuzid, "son of life")
In the Hebrew calendar, Tammuz is the tenth month of the civil year and the fourth month of the ecclesiastical year on the Hebrew calendar. It is a summer month of 29 days. Tammuz is also the name for the month of July in the Gregorian calendar in Arabic (تموز), Syriac (ܬܡܘܙ) and Turkish ("Temmuz").  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tammuz_(Babylonian_month)  According to the Quran, Muhammad first received revelations in the lunar month of Ramadan (July). Therefore, the month of Ramadan is considered to be the most sacred month of the Islamic calendar.


The Holy Bible records ancient Judah worshiping this false "Messiah," Tammuz:


Ezekiel 8:14-15

14 Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord's house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.

15 Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these.

This was a great abomination in God’s eyes!  Why did the Roman Catholic "church" at Rome institute such a pagan holiday?

“To conciliate the Pagans to nominal Christianity, Rome, pursuing its usual policy, took measures to get the Christian and pagan festivals amalgamated, and, by a complicated but skillful adjustment of the calendar, it was found no difficult matter, in general, to get paganism and Christianity—now far sunk in idolatry—in this as in so many other things, to shake hands”. (The Two Babylons).

The Roman Catholic "church" replaced Passover with Easter, moving the pagan Feast of Tammuz to early spring, “Christianizing” it. Lent moved with it.  The festival for the deity Tammuz was held throughout the month of Tammuz in midsummer, and celebrated his death and resurrection. The first day of the month of Tammuz was the day of the new moon of the summer solstice. On the second day of the month, there was lamentation over the death of Tammuz, on the 9th, 16th and 17th days torchlit processions, and on the last three days, an image of Tammuz was buried.  In Arabic sources Tammuz is the month of July in Arabic, and references to the month of Tammuz, its history, and celebratory rites with which it is associated are discussed in Arabic literature from the 9th to 11th centuries A.D.

“This change of the calendar in regard to Easter was attended with momentous consequences. It brought into the Church the grossest corruption and the rankest superstition in connection with the abstinence of Lent”. (The Two Babylons).

Before giving up personal sins and vices during Lent, the pagans held a wild, “anything goes” celebration to make sure that they got in their share of debaucheries and perversities—what the world celebrates as Mardi Gras today.  A great abomination masked as Christianity.


God is not the author of confusion:

1 Corinthians 14:33
33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

God never instituted Lent, a pagan observance connecting debauchery to the supposed resurrection of a false Messiah, Tammuz.

God Commands His people to follow Him—not the traditions of men. God’s ways are higher, better than man's ways:


Isaiah 55:8-9

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.


Men cannot determine for themselves right from wrong or how to properly worship God. Why? Because “the heart [the sub-conscious] is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked”.

Jeremiah 17:9
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?


God Commands Christians to flee from the pagan traditions and customs of this world, taught by satan through the evil Roman Catholic "church" and others, so that we do not partake of the wrath they are to receive:

Revelation 18:1-4

1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.

2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.

4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.


The whole world is currently led and deceived by satan the devil:

2 Corinthians 4:4
4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

Revelation 12:9
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.


Lent may seem like a sincere, heartfelt religious observance. However, it is deeply rooted in pagan ideas that counterfeit God’s plan.

God hates all pagan observances:


Jeremiah 10:2-3

2 Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.

3 For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe.


Leviticus 18:3
3 After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances.


Leviticus 18:30
30 Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these abominable customs, which were committed before you, and that ye defile not yourselves therein: I am the Lord your God.


Deuteronomy 7:1-5

1 When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou;

2 And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them:

3 Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son.

4 For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so will the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly.

5 But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their altars, and break down their images, and cut down their groves, and burn their graven images with fire.



Deuteronomy 7:16
16 And thou shalt consume all the people which the Lord thy God shall deliver thee; thine eye shall have no pity upon them: neither shalt thou serve their gods; for that will be a snare unto thee.

Pagan worship, idols, icons cannot be “Christianized” or made clean by men. This includes Lent.


Revelation 18:4 
4And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
