Semeramis, the wife of Nimrod the King of Babylon, claimed she had been supernaturally impregnated by "the Sun god" Baal, and gave birth to “the son of god,” Tammuz.  One day while hunting, Tammuz was killed by a wild boar.  Semeramis mourned for 40 days for her fallen son, the "son of god,” Tammuz.  At the end of her 40 days of mourning, Tammuz was supposedly brought back to life from the dead.  Upon Tammuz's reincarnation, Semeramis proclaimed herself the "Queen of Heaven," and founded "a celibate priesthood" to worship her son, Tammuz, and declared its Chief Priest "infallible".  The Chief Priest, then, in honor of the "Queen of Heaven, Semeramis" memorialized her mourning in an annual 40 day period of denial for her son, the "son of god," Tammuz.  As part of the worship of Semeramis, the "Queen of Heaven" her followers would bake cakes to her.  To honor "the son of God,” Tammuz who had died – but came back to life, her adherents placed the mark of Tammuz -- a "T" for Tammuz or a cross, on the forehead of Sereramis' worshipers with ashes.  Thus, this was the world’s first counterfeit of the Biblical story of the Son of God, and would grow into a mother-child cult that was duplicated in almost every pagan mythology.  If not mother-child, then a woman goddess who controls those on the earth, or a son who is supposedly the “son of God”:


The Great Mother Goddess, in ancient Middle Eastern religions, mother goddess, the great symbol of the earth's fertility.  She was worshiped under many names and attributes. Similar figures have been known in every part of the world. Essentially she was represented as the creative force in all nature, the mother of all things, responsible particularly for the periodic renewal of life.  The later forms of her cult involved the worship of a male deity, variously considered her son, lover, or both (e.g., Adonis, Attis, and Osiris), whose death and resurrection symbolized the regenerative powers of the earth.  The Great Mother Goddess was the dominant figure in ancient Middle Eastern religions, and was also worshiped in Greece, Rome, and Western Asia. In Phrygia and Lydia she was known as Cybele; among the Babylonians and Assyrians she was identified as Ishtar; in Syria and Palestine she appeared as Astarte; among the Egyptians she was called Isis; in Greece she was variously worshiped as Gaea, Hera, Rhea, Aphrodite, and Demeter; and in Rome she was identified as Maia, Ops, Tellus, and Ceres. Even this listing, however, is by no means complete. Many attributes which have been given by the Roman Catholic church concerning the Virgin Mary make her the Christian equivalent of the Great Mother Goddess, particularly in her great beneficence, in her double image as both mother and virgin, and in her son, Jesus Christ who is God and who dies and is resurrected. 
E. O. James, The Cult of the Mother Goddess (1959, repr. 1961).  The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 6th ed. Copyright © 2012, Columbia University Press. All rights reserved.
satanic/pagan, Isis-Horus, in Roman Catholicism, the Jesuits -- IHS really stands for Isis-Horus-Seth, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_Jesus.  Osiris, was the god of the dead in ancient Egypt.  Osiris was murdered and dismembered by his brother Seth, because he had had an affair with Seth's wife Nephthys.  Isis recovered the fourteen scattered parts of Osiris's body, reassembled them, restored him to life and was impregnated by Osiris. Osiris did not return to rule this world, but remained in the underworld as King of the dead, while his posthumous (Posthumous:  Born after the death . . .  Here, of the father.) son Horus became King of the living. 


satanic/pagan, Inanna, Lady of Heaven, The House of Heaven, where sacred prostitution was a common practice.   

satanic/pagan, Hebat, the mother goddess, regarded as the Sun goddess among the Hittites. Drawn from the Sumerian goddess Kubau, known as Hawwah.  Hebat, also transcribed, Kheba or Khepat, was the mother goddess of the Hurrians, known as "the mother of all living".  She is also "Queen of the deities". 

satanic/pagen, Ninhursag-Ninurta,  In Sumerian mythology, Ninhursag or Ninkharsag was a mother goddess of the mountains, and one of the seven great deities of Sumer. She is principally a fertility goddess. Temple hymn sources identify her as the "true and great lady of heaven".  Ninurta (Nin Ur: God of War) in Sumerian and the Akkadian mythology of Assyria and Babylonia, was the god of Lagash, identified with Ningirsu with whom he may always have been identified. In older transliteration the name is rendered Ninib and Ninip, and in early commentary he was sometimes portrayed as a solar deity.


satanic/pagan, Astarte is the Greek word for Ishtar, of Akkadian, Sumerian is the East Semitic Akkadian, Assyrian and Babylonian goddess of fertility, love, war, and sex.  She is the counterpart to the Sumerian Inanna, and is the cognate for the Northwest Semitic Aramean goddess Astarte.  The name Ishtar (including Istar) is still sometimes used as a given name by the Assyrian Christian ethnic minority in Iraq and its surrounds.  Ishtar loved Tammuz.



satanic/pagan, Adonis-Tammuz, the son of Baal - Hadad who was worshiped as the sun god, meaning lord or master, as the "lord of heaven".  The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is built over a cave that was originally a shrine to Adonis-Tammuz.  Adonis-Tammuz was the  Sumerian god of food and vegetation, who was also worshiped in the later Mesopotamian nations of Akkad, Assyria and Babylonia.  Tammuz was loved by Ishtar.  Could it be the 14 point star at the Church of Nativity is symbolic of both the worship of Molech (the Jews six-star symbol called "the Star of David," which is really the Star of Solomon,

www.alemattec.com/14 Point Star at the Grotto of the Nativity, Baal worship of the Roman Catholic 'church' . . . .doc,  www.alemattec.com/The Star of Solomon, which is called as the Star of David, is the Star of Molech-- Baal . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/Star of David, is Star of Baal.htm, 

PLUS the Star of Ishtar which is an eight point star, Detail of a kudurru (stele) of King Melishipak I (1186–1172 B.C.), showing a version of the ancient Mesopotamian eight-pointed star symbol of the goddess Ishtar (Inana/Inanna), representing the planet Venus as the morning or evening star, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kudurru_Melishipak_Louvre_Sb23_Ishtar-star.jpg.



satanic/pagan, Artemis was one of the most widely venerated of the Ancient Greek deities, the daughter of Zeus and Leto, and the twin sister of Apollo.  Artemis' Roman equivalent is Diana of the Ephesians.  Diana was known to be "the virgin goddess" of childbirth and women. She was one of the three maiden goddesses, Diana, Minerva and Vesta, who swore never to marry.


satanic/pagan, Demeter.  Demeter is often described as the goddess of the harvest, she also, though, presided over the sacred law, and the cycle of life and death. She and her daughter Persephone were the central figures of the Eleusinian Mysteries that predated the Olympian pantheon. In the Linear B Mycenean Greek tablets of circa 1400–1200 B.C. found at Pylos, the "two mistresses and the king" may be related with Demeter, Persephone and Poseidon.  Her Roman equivalent is Ceres.


satanic/pagan, Aphrodite.  Aphrodite was both Adonis's lover and his surrogate mother. Many lesser beings were said to be children of Aphrodite.  Aphrodite is also known as Cytherea (Lady of Cythera) and Cypris (Lady of Cyprus) after the two cult sites, Cythera and Cyprus, which claimed to be her place of birth. Myrtle, doves, sparrows, horses, and swans were said to be sacred to her. The ancient Greeks identified her with the Ancient Egyptian goddess Hathor. Aphrodite had many other names, such as Acidalia, Cytherea, and Cerigo, each used by a different local cult of the goddess in Greece. The Greeks recognized all of these names as referring to the single goddess Aphrodite, despite the slight differences in what these local cults believed the goddess demanded of them.

satanic/pagan, Venus.  Venus is the Roman goddess whose functions encompassed love, beauty, sex, fertility, prosperity and desire.  In Roman mythology, she was the mother of the Roman people through her son, Aeneas -- who was an ancestor of Romulus and Remus. Aeneas became the first true hero of Rome, who survived the fall of Troy and fled to Italy.  Julius Caesar claimed her as his ancestor.  Venus was central to many religious festivals, and was revered in Roman religion under numerous cult titles. 

The Romans adapted the myths and iconography of her Greek counterpart Aphrodite for Roman art and Latin literature.  In the later classical tradition of the West, Venus becomes one of the most widely referenced deities of Greco-Roman mythology as the embodiment of love and sexuality.




satanic/pagan, Devaki and Krishna (Hindu)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devaki

Parvati (Devanagari: पार्वती, IAST: Pārvatī) is the Hindu goddess of love, fertility and devotion.  She is the gentle and nurturing aspect of Hindu goddess Shakti. She is the mother goddess in Hinduism and has many attributes and aspects. Each of her aspects is expressed with a different name, giving her over 100 names in regional Hindu mythologies of India.  Along with Lakshmi (goddess of wealth and prosperity) and Saraswati (goddess of knowledge and learning), she forms the trinity of Hindu goddesses.

Parvati is the wife of the Hindu deity Shiva - the destroyer, recycler and regenerator of universe and all life.  She is the daughter of mountain King Parvat and mother Mena.  Parvati is the mother of Hindu deities Ganesha and Kartikeya.  Her elder sister is goddess Ganges.  Some communities also believe her to be the adopted sister of Vishnu.  

Gauri Puja is performed on the fifth day after Ganesh Chaturthi, during Ganesha Puja in Western India, to celebrate the arrival of Gauri, Mother of Ganesha, to come and bring her son back home.
Jagaddhatri Puja is celebrated on the last four days of the Navaratis, following Kali Puja. It is very similar to Durga Puja in its details and observance, and is especially popular in Bengal and some other parts of Eastern India.
Hinduism, another satanic religion -- with a mother-child mythology, with Gauri/Ganesha, offers their worship in Diwali "Festival of Lights".  Gowri Habba is a Hindu festivals dedicated to Goddess Gowri an incarnation of Goddess Parvati.  Goddess Gowri comes to her parents' house, and the next day "Lord Ganesha, her son," comes as if to take her back to Mount Kailasha.

See satanic/pagan offering blessings to those worshiping the "Festival of Lights," https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MO1kywF6mc, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ga4qWlz71Mk, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUYHIZjMAF8, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDAaWfk5DuE.
 
Lakshmi Puja is observed by Shaktas and many other Hindus on the full moon night following the autumn Durga Puja.  Lakshmi's biggest festival, however, is Diwali (or Deepavali; the "Festival of Lights"), a major Hindu holiday celebrated across India. In North India, Diwali marks the beginning of the traditional New Year, and is held on the night of the new moon in the Hindu month of Kartik (usually October or November). Shaktas (and many non-Shaktas) celebrate it as another Lakshmi Puja -- placing small oil lamps outside their homes and praying for the goddess Lakshmi blessings.  Diwali coincides with the celebration of Kali Puja, popular in Bengal, and some Shakta traditions focus their worship on Devi as Kali rather than Lakshmi.



Borsippa or Birs Nimrud (having been identified with Nimrod) is an archeological site in Babylon Province, Iraq. The ziggurat, the "Tongue Tower," today one of the most vividly identifiable surviving ziggurats, is identified in the later Talmudic and Arabic culture with the Tower of Babel. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ziggurat


 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ancient_ziggurat_at_Ali_Air_Base_Iraq_2005.jpg"
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ancient_ziggurat_at_Ali_Air_Base_Iraq_2005.jpg

Nimrod (/ˈnɪm.rɒd/;[1] Hebrew: נִמְרוֹדֿ, Modern Nimrod, Tiberian Nimrōḏ Aramaic: ܢܡܪܘܕ‎ Arabic: نمرود, Namrood‎), was according to the Book of Genesis, Books of I Chronicles, and the Book of Micah in the Old Testament of the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, King of Shinar.  Nimrod was the son of Cush and great-grandson of Noah.  Nimrod is depicted in the Holy Bible as mighty in the earth and a mighty hunter. Extra-biblical traditions of both the Jews and the Arabs associate him with the Tower of Babel, which has led to Nimrod's reputation as a King who was rebellious against Jehovah God.  Since the City of Accad (Babylonian Akkad), was destroyed and lost with the destruction of its Empire in the period 2200–2154 B.C., the stories mentioning Nimrod seem to recall the late Early Bronze Age. The association with Erech (Babylonian Uruk), a city that lost its prime importance around 2,000 B.C. as a result of struggles between Isin, Larsa and Elam, also attests the early provenance of the stories of Nimrod.  Several Mesopotamian ruins were given Nimrod's name (Nimrud) by 8th-century Arabs, including the ruins of the Assyrian City of Kalhu (the Biblical City of Calah, Genesis 10:7-12),  by King Shalmaneser I of Assyria, (1274–1244 B.C., 2 Kings 17:1-4; 2 Kings 18:1-10).


According to satanic mythology, Cush, his wife Semiramis, and their son Nimrod, conspire to control the world through occult manipulation at the Tower of Babel.  


Semiramis (sĕmĭr`əmĭs), mythical Assyrian queen, noted for her beauty and wisdom. She was reputed to have conquered many lands and founded the city of Babylon. After a long and prosperous reign she vanished from earth in the shape of a dove and was thereafter worshiped as a deity, acquiring many of the characteristics of the goddess Ishtar (pronounced Easter). The historical figure behind this legend is probably Sammuramat, who acted as regent of Assyria from 810 to 805 B.C.

Semiramis (pronounced /səˈmɪrəmɪs/) was the legendary queen of King Ninus, succeeding him to the throne of Assyria. The name of Semiramis came to be applied to various monuments in Western Asia and Asia Minor, the origin of which was forgotten or unknown.  Nearly every stupendous work of antiquity by the Euphrates or in Iran seems to have ultimately been ascribed to her, even the Behistun Inscription of Darius.   Herodotus ascribes to her the artificial banks that confined the Euphrates[5] and knows her name as borne by a gate of Babylon.   However, Diodorus stresses that the Hanging Gardens of Babylon were built long after Semiramis had reigned and not in her time.

Various places in Assyria and throughout Mesopotamia as a whole, Medea, Persia, the Levant, Asia Minor, Arabia and the Caucasus bore the name of Semiramis, but slightly changed, even in the Middle Ages, and an old name of the city of Van was Shamiramagerd.

The indigenous Assyrians of Iraq, north east Syria, south east Turkey and north west Iran still name female children Semiramis.

Queen Semiramis proclaimed that Baal would be present on earth in the form of a flame, whether candle or lamp, when used in worship. Semiramis was creating a mystery religion, and with the help of satan, she set herself up as a goddess. Semiramis claimed that she was immaculately conceived.  Semiramis taught that the moon was a goddess that went through a 28 day cycle and ovulated when full. She further claimed that she came down from the moon in a giant moon egg that fell into the Euphrates River. This was to have happened at the time of the first full moon after the spring equinox.

Semiramis became known as "Ishtar" which is pronounced "Easter", and her moon egg became known as "Ishtar's" egg." Ishtar soon became pregnant and claimed that it was the rays (spirit, much like the Holy Spirit) of the sun-god Baal that caused her to conceive. The son that she brought forth was named Tammuz.

Like Ishtar, the Greek Aphrodite and Northwestern Semitic Astarte were love goddesses who were "as cruel as they were wayward".  Donald A. Mackenzie, an early popularizer of mythology, draws a parallel between the love goddess Aphrodite and her "dying god" lover Adonis on one hand, and the love goddess Ishtar and her "dying god" lover Tammuz on the other.   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ishtar

Tammuz was noted to be especially fond of rabbits, and they became sacred in the ancient religion. Tammuz was believed to be the son of the sun-god, Baal. Tammuz, like his supposed father, became a hunter.  Baal, whose father was Dagan (Dagon) was the sun god of the Canaanites, Phoenicians, and the Philistines, whose worship spread to the ancient Jews. In the Holy Bible, Baal is also known as Beelzebub.  Beelzebul, a name of satan, the chief of evil spirits, known as Baal, Beelzeboul, or Baalzebub, "the lord of flies" or "fly-god," 2 Kings 1:2, the "god" of Ekron -- a Philistine City.  The satanic Jews, who had become worshipers of Baal, claimed that it was the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who cast out evil demons, devils, by the power of Baal, i.e.:  Beelzebub, Matthew 10:25; Matthew 12:24-27; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15-19.

The day came when Tammuz was killed by a wild pig.  Queen Ishtar (Semiramis) told the people that Tammuz was now ascended to his father, Baal.  The two of them would be with the worshipers in the sacred candle or lamp flame as Father their father/husband Son and Spirit Queen, or Queen of Heaven.

Ishtar, (Semiramis) who was now worshiped as the "Mother of God and Queen of Heaven," continued to build her mystery religion. Queen Ishtar (Semiramis) told the worshipers that when Tammuz was killed by the wild pig, some of his blood fell on the stump of an evergreen tree, and the stump grew into a full new tree overnight. This made the evergreen tree sacred by the blood of Tammuz.  She also proclaimed a forty day period of time of sorrow each year prior on the anniversary of the death of Tammuz.  During this time, no meat was to be eaten.  During this time, worshipers were to meditate upon the sacred mysteries of Baal and Tammuz,  (Baal as God, i.e.:  known as "Lord," or "Lord God," and his son, Tammuz the son of God, and to make the sign of the "T" in front of their hearts as they worshiped, or on their foreheads.  They also ate sacred cakes with the marking of a "T" or cross on the top.

Every year, on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring equinox, a celebration was made. It was Ishtar's (Easter) Sunday and was celebrated with rabbits and eggs. Ishtar also proclaimed that because Tammuz was killed by a pig, that a pig (ham) must be eaten on that Sunday.

The truth is that Easter has nothing whatsoever to do with the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

We also know that Easter can be as much as three weeks away from the Passover, because the pagan holiday of Easter is always set as the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring equinox.  Some have wondered why the word "Easter" is in the the King James Bible.



In Acts 12, it was the evil King Herod, who was planning to celebrate Easter, and not the Christians.

Acts 12:1-4

1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.

3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.)

4 And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.

The forty days of Lent, eggs, rabbits, hot cross buns, and the Easter ham have everything to do with the ancient pagan religion of Mystery Babylon. These are all antichrist activities!
Satan is a master deceiver, and has filled the lives of well-meaning, professing Christians with idolatry. These things bring the wrath of God upon children of disobedience, who try to make pagan customs of Baal worship as Christian. These customs of Easter honor Baal, who is also satan, the devil, that old serpent.  How many churches have "sunrise services" on Ishtar's day (Easter), offering their worship to Semiramis (the Queen of Heaven) as they face the rising sun in the East? How many will use colored eggs and rabbit stories, as they did in ancient Babylon. This false worship is certainly no joke, any more than Judgement day is a joke.

Rabbits was a popular motif in medieval church art. In ancient times, it was widely believed by Pliny, Plutarch, Philostratus, and Aelian that the hare was a hermaphrodite (Hermaphrodite:  In biology, a hermaphrodite is an organism that has reproductive organs normally associated with both male and female sexes).  The idea that a rabbit could reproduce without loss of virginity led to an association with the Virgin Mary, as the Roman Catholic "church," declared that Mary was ever virgin.  Additionally, this was illustrated with hares sometimes occurring in illuminated manuscripts and Northern European paintings of the Virgin and Christ Child, The Madonna of the Rabbit, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Madonna_of_the_Rabbit. Rabbits then also became associated with the Holy Trinity, as in the three hares motif, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_hares, Eggs, like rabbits and hares, are fertility symbols of antiquity.  Since birds lay eggs, and rabbits and hares give birth to large litters in the early spring, these became symbols of the rising fertility of the earth at the Vernal Equinox.

Rabbits and hares are both prolific breeders. Female hares can conceive a second litter of offspring while still pregnant with the first.  This phenomenon is known as superfetation.  Lagomorphs, a specific type of hare mature sexually at an early age and can give birth to several litters a year (hence the saying, "to breed like bunnies").  It is therefore not surprising that rabbits and hares should become fertility symbols, or that their springtime mating antics should enter into Easter folklore.

Easter Orthodox “churches” have a custom of abstaining from eggs during the fast of Lent. The only way to keep them from being wasted was to boil or roast them, and begin eating them to break the fast. As a special dish, they would probably have been decorated as part of the celebrations.  Later, German Protestants retained the custom of eating colored eggs for Easter, though they did not continue the tradition of fasting.  Eggs boiled with certain flowers change their color, bringing the spring into the homes, and some over time added the custom of decorating the eggs.  Many Christians of the Eastern Orthodox Church to this day typically dye their Easter eggs red, the color of blood, in recognition of the blood of the sacrificed Christ (and, of the renewal of life in springtime).  Some, however, also use the color green, in honor of the new foliage emerging after the long dead time of winter. The Ukrainian art of decorating eggs for Easter, known as pysanky, dates to ancient, pre-Christian times.  Similar variants of this form of artwork are seen amongst other eastern European cultures. 


The idea of an egg-giving rabbit came to the United States of America in the 18th century, brought by Protestant German immigrants in the Pennsylvania Dutch area.  These German Protestant's told their children about the "Osterhase" (sometimes spelled "Oschter Haws").  Hase means "hare", not rabbit, and in Northwest European folklore the "Easter Bunny" indeed is a hare.  According to the Protestant German legend, only good children received gifts of colored eggs in the nests that they made in their caps and bonnets before Easter.  There are also derivatives of the Easter Bunny in other cultures.  German immigrants brought the belief of the Easter Hare to Sweden in the late 19th century, but the tradition was never established. Instead, due to a misunderstanding of the Swedish word for the Easter Hare, Påskharen, which sounds very similar to Påskkarlen, meaning the Easter Man or the Easter Wizard, the Swedish tradition of the Easter Wizard bringing eggs for Easter was rooted in the early 20th century. The Easter Wizard was ALSO seen as a more suitable symbol for the pagan Easter traditions of Sweden, where still today children dress up as witches at Easter, Exodus 22:18; 1 Samuel 15:23; 2 Kings 9:22; 2 Chronicles 33:6; Micah 5:11-13; Nahum 3:3-5; Galatians 5:19-21.
Lent of forty days, 'in the spring of the year,' is still observed by the Yezidis or pagan Devil-worshippers of Koordistan, who have inherited it from their early masters, the Babylonians.  Yazidis are monotheists, believing in God as creator of the world, which he has placed under the care of seven holy beings or angels, the chief of whom is Melek Taus, the Peacock Angel, who, as world-ruler, causes both good and bad to befall individuals, an ambivalence reflected in myths of his own temporary fall from God's favor, before his remorseful tears extinguished the fires of his hellish prison and he was reconciled with God.  Melek Taus (Kurdish: Tawusê Melek), translated in English as Peacock Angel is the Yazidi name for one of the central figures of Yazidi religion. In Yazidi creation stories, God created the world and entrusted it to the care of a Heptad (Heptad:  Seven, the cardinal number that is the sum of six and one) of seven Holy Beings, often known as Angels or heft sirr (the Seven Mysteries), or seven Holy "Angels of Light").  Preeminent among them is Tawûsê Melek (also known as "Melek Taus") the Peacock Angel.

Peacocks are part of Baal worship, see:

www.alemattec.com/Olympics -- Roman Catholic, Masonic, of satan, Tammuz worship, Phoenix, Sun bird, peacock, Bennu, Benben, ben-ben, obelisk, weben, Baalbek, Jesuit,  EU,  . . . .doc,

www.alemattec.com/Baal worship, Babylonian worship by the Roman Catholic 'church'.htm,
www.alemattec.com/satanic images of the Vatican, 3.htm.
Such a Lent was held by the pagan Mexicans, in honor of the sun. . . . Such a Lent was observed in Egypt (Wilkinson's Egyptians). This Egyptian Lent of forty days was held expressly in commemoration of Adonis or Osiris, the great mediatorial god." (The Two Babylons, by Hislop, pages 104 and 105, and Sabean Researches, by Landseer, p. 112).
That festival agreed originally with the time of the Jewish Passover, when Christ was crucified, a period which, in the days of Tertullian, at the end of the second century, was believed to have been the 23rd of March. That festival was not idolatrous, and it was preceded by no Lent. "It ought to be known," said Cassianus, the monk of Marseilles, writing in the fifth century, and contrasting the primitive Church with the Church in his day, "that the observance of the forty days had no existence, so long as the perfection of that primitive Church remained inviolate." Whence, then, came this observance? The forty days' abstinence of Lent was directly borrowed from the worshipers of the Babylonian goddess. Such a Lent of forty days, "in the spring of the year,"is still observed by the Yezidis or Pagan Devil-worshippers of Koordistan, who have inherited it from their early masters, the Babylonians. Also, such a Lent of forty days was held in spring by the Pagan Mexicans, for thus we read in Humboldt, where he gives account of Mexican observances: "Three days after the vernal equinox...began a solemn fast of forty days in honor of the sun." Such a Lent of forty days was observed in Egypt, as may be seen on consulting Wilkinson's Egyptians. This Egyptian Lent of forty days, we are informed by Landseer, in his Sabean Researches, was held expressly in commemoration of Adonis or Osiris, the great mediatorial god.  At the same time, the rape of Proserpine seems to have been commemorated, and in a similar manner; for Julius Firmicus informs us that, for "forty nights" the "wailing for Proserpine" continued; and from Arnobius we learn that the fast which the Pagans observed, called "Castus" or the "sacred" fast, was, by the Christians in his time, believed to have been primarily in imitation of the long fast of Ceres, when for many days she determinedly refused to eat on account of her "excess of sorrow," that is, on account of the loss of her daughter Proserpine, when carried away by Pluto, the god of hell. As the stories of Bacchus, or Adonis and Proserpine, though originally distinct, were made to join on and fit in to one another, so that Bacchus was called Liber, and his wife Ariadne, Libera (which was one of the names of Proserpine), it is highly probable that the forty days' fast of Lent was made in later times to have reference to both.  Among the Pagans this Lent seems to have been an indispensable preliminary to the great annual festival in commemoration of the death and resurrection of Tammuz, which was celebrated by alternate weeping and rejoicing, and which, in many countries, was considerably later than the Christian festival, being observed in Palestine and Assyria in June, therefore called the "month of Tammuz"; in Egypt, about the middle of May, and in Britain, some time in April. To conciliate the Pagans to nominal Christianity, Rome, pursuing its usual policy, took measures to get the Christian and Pagan festivals amalgamated, and, by a complicated but skillful adjustment of the calendar, it was found no difficult matter, in general, to get paganism and Christianity--now far sunk into idolatry-- in this as in so many other things, to shake hands. The instrument in accomplishing this amalgamation was the abbot Dionysius the Little, to whom also we owe it, as modern chronologers have demonstrated, that the date of the Christian era, or of the birth of Christ Himself, was moved FOUR YEARS from the true time.  Whether this was done through ignorance or design may be matter of question; but there seems to be no doubt of the fact, that the birth of the Lord Jesus was made full four years later than the truth. This change of the calendar in regard to Easter was attended with momentous consequences. It brought into the Church the grossest corruption and the rankest superstition in connection with the abstinence of Lent. Let any one only read the attrocities that were commemorated during the "sacred fast" or Pagan Lent, as described by Arnobius and Clemens Alexandrinus, and surely he must blush for the Christianity of those who, with the full knowledge of all these abominations, "went down to Egypt for help" to stirup the languid devotion of the degenerate Church, and who could find no more excellent way to "revive" it, than by borrowing from so polluted a source; the absurdities and abominations connected with which the early Christian writers had held up to scorn. That Christians should ever think of introducing the Pagan abstinence of Lent was a sign of evil; it showed how low they had sunk, and it was also a cause of evil; it inevitably led to deeper degradation. Originally, even in Rome, Lent, with the preceding revelries of the Carnival, was entirely unknown; and even when fasting before the Christian Pasch was held to be necessary, it was by slow steps that, in this respect, it came to conform with the ritual of Paganism.

What may have been the period of fasting in the Roman Church before sitting of the first Nicene Council in 325 A.D., does not very clearly appear, but for a considerable period after that Council, we have distinct evidence that it did not exceed three weeks. *

* GIESELER, speaking of the Eastern Church in the second century, in regard to Paschal observances, says: "In it [the
Paschal festival in commemoration of the death of Christ] they [the Eastern Christians] eat unleavened bread, probably like
the Jews, eight days throughout...  There is no trace of a yearly festival of a resurrection among them, for this was kept every Sunday" by the (catholic Church, catholic here meaning universal Christian Church).  In regard to the Western Church, at a somewhat later period--the age of Constantine--fifteen days seems to have been observed to religious exercises in connection with the Christian Paschal (Passover) feast, as appears from the following extracts from Bingham, ( Origin) says: "The solemnities of Pasch [are] the week before and the week after Easter Sunday-- one week of the Cross, the other of the resurrection. The ancients speak of the Passion and Resurrection Pasch as a fifteen days' solemnity.  Fifteen days was enforced by Law by the Empire, and commanded to the universal Church...  Scaliger mentions a Law of Constantine, ordering two weeks for Easter, and a vacation of all legal processes."

Constantine never converted to Christianity.  Constantine partnered with Rome, partnered with the "pope," of Rome who accepted and became the head of the pagan Roman "religion," as the Pontifex Maximus, so Constantine could unite both Church and State.
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While the militaristic Roman Empire was collapsing, pope Symmachus created the Vatican Palace in 514 as the seat of the "universal religion" called Roman Catholicism.  Roman Catholicism itself was created about 150 years before that by Emperor Constantine I, using the First Council of Nicaea in 325, to control the political and spiritual uprisings among various tribes and slave groups within his Empire. Thereby making Constantine I the first in a long series of Roman Emperors (and/or popes) who explicitly wanted to completely rule over both the spiritual and political realm.  Perhaps indicative of the lack of interest in the First Council of Nicaea and its Roman agenda, was that of the 1800 invites send to religious leaders, only about 300 participated.

Early Christianity-like cultures were spreading and posing a very large threat to the Roman Empire, so the Romans institutionalized the various Christian-like cultures into a new 'universal religion' named Catholicism, or Roman Catholicism.  Lookup:  Pantheism versus Monism, entheogen culture, fertility rituals, the Roman cross irony, Mithras the bull, Catholic crusades, Caesar-Jesus literature.

Many people still see the Papacy as only a religious organization, but if one looks into their never ending quest for the political power, you'll see that the Roman Empire and the Papacy, the Roman Catholic "church" have always had the exact same goal: World domination. The differences are only in the execution of this neurotic idea.

The most powerful tool of the Vatican Institution has been to take hostage the much older Judaic-Christian-like cultures, and force these cultures into an superficial lookalike called Roman Catholicism, or as Roman Catholics like to say: "Christendom".

The Vatican never was a true Christian-culture based organization, it has always been an occult (the esoteric or hidden), bloodthirsty political organization which has build a deceiving, hypocritical front of religious dogma (the exoteric or visible) derived from ancient mysticism religions:  (Sun worship, human and animal sacrifices, 'holy' priests and strict obedience structures). Catholic idolatry: 10 Commandments fraud, Pope/Maria/Jesus/cross and other forms of Roman Catholic branding.  Now for some 2000 years all authentic Judaic-Christianity-like cultures have been prosecuted and often annihilated or at least severely weakened by this satanic system called Rome, today the Roman Catholic "church".


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Nicaea#Role_of_Constantine
Christianity was illegal in the Roman Empire until the Emperors Constantine and Licinius agreed in 313 A.D. to what became known as the Edict of Milan. However, Nicene Christianity did not become the state religion of the Roman Empire until the Edict of Thessalonica in 380 A.D.. In the mean time, paganism remained legal and present in public affairs.  In 321 A.D. (four years before Nicaea), the Emperor Constantine declared Sunday to be an Empire-wide day of rest in honor of the sun.  Sol Invictus ("Unconquered Sun") was the official sun god of the later Roman Empire and a patron of soldiers.  In 274 A.D. the Roman Emperor Aurelian made Sol Invictus an official cult alongside the traditional Roman cults.   The Sol Invictus god was favored by Emperors after Aurelian and appeared on their coins until Constantine I.  The last inscription referring to Sol Invictus dates to 387 A.D., and there were enough devotees in the 5th century that Augustine found it necessary to Preach against them.  At the time of the Council  of Nicaea in 325 A.D., imperial coinage and other imperial motifs still depicted pagan cult symbology in combination with the Emperor's image, which showed the "son of God, i.e.:  Tammuz, as the sun-god" worship on Constantine's coins.  Coin of Emperor Constantine I depicting Sol Invictus with the legend SOLI INVICTO COMITI, meaning --  "Sol -- sun, invicto -- unconquerable, Comiti -- battle, to unite in battle,"  Therefore, to go forth to conquer or be unconquerable in battle, or united in battle."  to the unconquered Sun as the maximum agency in the sky, as the Emperor Constantine was on the earth, circa 315 A.D., http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Follis-Constantine-lyons_RIC_VI_309.jpg.

Constantine's role regarding Nicaea was that of supreme civil leader and authority in the Empire.  As Emperor, the responsibility for maintaining civil order was his, and he sought that the Church be of one mind and at peace.  When first informed of the unrest in Alexandria due to the Arian disputes, he was "greatly troubled" and, "rebuked" both Arius and Bishop Alexander for originating the disturbance and allowing it to become public.  Aware also of "the diversity of opinion" regarding the celebration of Easter and hoping to settle both issues, he sent the "honored" Bishop Hosius of Cordova (Hispania) to form a local church council and "reconcile those who were divided".  When that embassy failed, he turned to summoning a synod at Nicaea, inviting "the most eminent men of the churches in every country".

The Emperor Constantine assisted in assembling the council by arranging that travel expenses to and from the Bishops' Episcopal sees, as well as lodging at Nicaea, be covered out of public funds.  Constantine also provided and furnished a "great hall ... in the palace" as a place for discussion so that the attendees "should be treated with becoming dignity".  In addressing the opening of the Council, Constantine "exhorted the Bishops to unanimity and concord" and called on them to follow the Holy Scriptures with: "Let, then, all contentious disputation be discarded; and let us seek in the divinely-inspired word the solution of the questions at issue."  Thereupon, the debate about Arius and Church Doctrine began. "The emperor gave patient attention to the speeches of both parties" and "deferred" to the decision of the Bishops.  The Bishops first pronounced Arius' teachings to be anathema (Anathema from, 1 Corinthians 16:22, meaning:  A curse, a cursed thing, cursed of God.) formulating the Creed as a statement of correct Doctrine. When Arius and two followers refused to agree, the Bishops pronounced clerical judgement by excommunicating them from the Church.  Respecting the clerical decision, and seeing the threat of continued unrest, Constantine also pronounced civil judgement, banishing them into exile.
The Seven Ecumenical Councils
by Philip Schaff
On the Keeping of Easter., A.D. 325.
From the Letter of the Emperor (Constantine) to all those not present at the Council. 
(Found in Eusebius, Vita Const., Lib. iii., 18–20.) 
When the question relative to the sacred festival of Easter arose, it was universally thought that it would be convenient that all should keep the feast on one day; for what could be more beautiful and more desirable, than to see this festival, through which we receive the hope of immortality, celebrated by all with one accord, and in the same manner?  It was declared to be particularly unworthy for this, the holiest of all festivals, to follow the custom [the calculation] of the Jews, who had soiled their hands with the most fearful of crimes, and whose minds were blinded.  In rejecting their custom, we may transmit to our descendants the legitimate mode of celebrating Easter, which we have observed from the time of the Saviour’s Passion to the present day [according to the day of the week].  We ought not, therefore, to have anything in common with the Jews, for the Saviour has shown us another way; our worship follows a more legitimate and more convenient course (the order of the days of the week); and consequently, in unanimously adopting this mode, we desire, dearest brethren, to separate ourselves from the detestable company of the Jews, for it is truly shameful for us to hear them boast that without their direction we could not keep this feast.  How can they be in the right, they who, after the death of the Saviour, have no longer been led by reason but by wild violence, as their delusion may urge them?  They do not possess the truth in this Easter question; for, in their blindness and repugnance to all improvements, they frequently celebrate two passovers in the same year.  We could not imitate those who are openly in error.  How, then, could we follow these Jews, who are most certainly blinded by error? for to celebrate the passover twice in one year is totally inadmissible.  But even if this were not so, it would still be your duty not to tarnish your soul by communications with such wicked people [the Jews].  Besides, consider well, that in such an important matter, and on a subject of such great solemnity, there ought not to be any division.  Our Saviour has left us only one festal day of our redemption, that is to say, of his holy passion, and he desired [to establish] only one Catholic Church.  Think, then, how unseemly it is, that on the same day some should be fasting whilst others are seated at a banquet; and that after Easter, some should be rejoicing at feasts, whilst others are still observing a strict fast.  For this reason, a Divine Providence wills that this custom should be rectified and regulated in a uniform way; and everyone, I hope, will agree upon this point.  As, on the one hand, it is our duty not to have anything in common with the murderers of our Lord; and as, on the other, the custom now followed by the Churches of the West, of the South, and of the North, and by some of those of the East, is the most acceptable, it has appeared good to all; and I have been guarantee for your consent, that you would accept it with joy, as it is followed at Rome, in Africa, in all Italy, Egypt, Spain, Gaul, Britain, Libya, in all Achaia, and in the dioceses of Asia, of Pontus, and Cilicia.  You should consider not only that the number of churches in these provinces make a majority, but also that it is right to demand what our reason approves, and that we should have nothing in common with the Jews.  To sum up in few words:  By the unanimous judgment of all, it has been decided that the most holy festival of Easter should be everywhere celebrated on one and the same day, and it is not seemly that in so holy a thing there should be any division.  As this is the state of the case, accept joyfully the divine favour, and this truly divine command; for all which takes place in assemblies of the bishops ought to be regarded as proceeding from the will of God.  Make known to your brethren what has been decreed, keep this most holy day according to the prescribed mode; we can thus celebrate this holy Easter day at the same time, if it is granted me, as I desire, to unite myself with you; we can rejoice together, seeing that the divine power has made use of our instrumentality for destroying the evil designs of the devil, and thus causing faith, peace, and unity to flourish amongst us.  May God graciously protect you, my beloved brethren. 
The words of Socrates, writing on this very subject, about A.D. 450, are these: "Those who inhabit the princely city of Rome fast together before Easter three weeks, excepting the Saturday and Lord's-day."  But at last, when the worship of Astarte was rising into the ascendant, steps were taken to get the whole Chaldean (Babylonian) Lent of six weeks, or forty days, made imperative on all within the Roman empire of the West.  The way was prepared for this by a Council held at Aurelia in the time of Hormisdas, Bishop of Rome, i.e. "pope," about the year 519 A.D., which decreed that Lent should be solemnly kept before Easter. It was with the view, no doubt, of carrying out this decree that the calendar was, a few days after, readjusted by Dionysius.  This decree could not be carried out all at once. About the end of the sixth century, the first decisive attempt was made to enforce the observance of the new calendar. It was in Britain that the first attempt was made in this way; and here the attempt met with vigorous resistance. The difference, in point of time, betwixt the Christian Pasch, as observed in Britain by the native Christians, and the Pagan Easter now being enforced by Rome, at the time of its enforcement, was a whole month; * and it was only by violence and bloodshed, at last, that the Festival of the Anglo-Saxon or Chaldean goddess came to supersede that
which had been held in honour of Christ.

Such is the history of Easter. The popular observances that still attend the period of its celebration amply confirm the testimony of history as to its Babylonian character. The hot cross buns, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_cross_bun, of Good Friday, where ancient Greeks may have marked cakes with a cross, and the dyed eggs of Pasch or Easter Sunday, figured in the Chaldean rites just as they do now.  world, religions which developed from Babel also associate the rabbit with periodicity, both human and lunar (Egypt, China, etc.).  The Mother Goddess Easter, Ishtar (Semiramis) is associated with the moon.  The Easter bunny symbolizes the Mother Goddess, Ishtar (Semiramis, Easter).  During the annual spring time fertility rituals which are associated with the worship of the Mother Goddess (Ishtar, Easter) Semiramis and her son Tammuz.  The Mother Goddess, in the Roman Catholic "church," becomes Mary, and Tammuz is the "son of God".   The egg was a sacred symbol among the Babylonians, and thus to Tammuz, as his mother came from an egg.  The Babylonians believed that an egg was supposed to have fallen from Heaven into the Euphrates River, and from this the Goddess Astarte (Ishtar, Easter, Semiramis,) was hatched -- born.  The egg then came to symbolize the Goddess Easter, Ishtar, Semeramis.  The egg was also part of the sacred ceremonies of the Mysteries of Bacchus.  The Druids used the egg as their sacred emblem, and in Northern Europe, China and Japan the eggs were colored for their sacred festivals.  Easter, Ishtar, Semiramis was the goddess of fertility.  The Easter egg is a symbol of this pagan goddess who gave birth to the Shepherd "god," Tammuz.  The "Mother goddess," Easter, Ishtar, Semeramis became more followed than did her son, Tammuz.  People throughout the middle east, and the world, worshiped her through different "traditions".  The "buns," known too by that identical name, were used in the worship of the "queen of heaven, the goddess Easter, Semeramis, goddess Ishtar (pronounced Easter)" as early as the days of Cecrops, the founder of Athens (Greece) -- that is, 1500 years before the Christian era.


"When Christianity conquered Rome: the ecclesiastical structure of the pagan church, the title and the vestments of the Pontifex Maximus, the worship of the Great Mother goddess and a multitude of comforting divinities, the sense of super sensible presences everywhere, the joy or solemnity of old festivals, and the pageantry of immemorial ceremony, passed like maternal blood into the new religion,--and captive Rome conquered her conqueror. The reins and skills of government were handed down by a dying empire to a virile papacy." (Will Durant, Caesar and Christ, p. 672) 

Lent begins after Mardi Gras, which means "Fat Tuesday."  The all-out party of Mardi Gras is just an excuse to indulge in excesses and debauchery (getting "fat") before the fast.  This festival is held throughout the world, but most famous in Rio de Janeiro, Saint Louis, and New Orleans.  Mardi Gras is the last chance to indulge themselves in all manner of sinful behaviors before they have to "deny themselves of some earthly pleasure, like giving up chocolate".  Then, on "Ash Wednesday," these so called Christians have an ashen mark placed on their foreheads to symbolize the beginning of the sacred fast of Tammuz, believing this is a Christian ritual.


According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, “The real aim of Lent is, above all else, to prepare men for the celebration of the death and Resurrection of Christ… the better the preparation the more effective the celebration will be. One can effectively relive the mystery only with purified mind and heart. The purpose of Lent is to provide that purification by weaning men from sin and selfishness through self-denial and prayer, by creating in them the desire to do God’s will and to make His kingdom come by making it come first of all in their hearts.”

On the surface, this belief sounds sincere and good.  However, it does not agree with the Holy Bible, God’s Holy Word, the only source of True spiritual knowledge and understanding, John 14:6; John 17:1.  We must understand that the “celebration of the death and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth” which is today known as “Good Friday” and “Easter Sunday”— are holidays deeply rooted in ancient paganism.
 

The Holy Bible says that we are purified—cleansed, set apart and made pure in God’s sight—by the shed blood of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Hebrews 9:11-14, 22; Hebrews 13:12.  God Who purifies our hearts with faith, Acts 15:9, and humbly submitting to and obeying God, by faith, James 4:7-10, as Living Stones made acceptable to God by the Lord jesusChrist of Nazareth, alone, 1 Peter 2:5.  No amount of fasting, abstaining from physical pleasures, or any other form of self-denial can purify us, make us righteous, right before God.

Additionally, you cannot, of and by yourself, create within you the desire to do God’s Will.  True, God has given mankind free will, but man's carnal, natural mind cannot, nay will not, submit to God, Romans 8:5-7.  Only through a converted mind, actively led by the Holy Spirit, one Saved by the blood of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, does God work, both to Will and do His good pleasure, Philippians 2:13.

The Passover was called the Jews Passover, the Passover of the Old Testament, John 2:13.

Lent was never observed by Christ or His Apostles, nor was the Passover observed by Christians, for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth IS a Christians Passover.
1 Corinthians 5:6-8
6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?
Note:  Leaven is Doctrine, which is what people believe in their Worship.
7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:
8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
The traditional purpose of Lent, it is said by the Baal worshiping Roman Catholic "church," is the preparation of the Born Again Believer through prayer, penance, repentance of sins, alms giving, atonement and self-denial.  Sounds right to a man, but leads to destruction, death, Hell, Proverbs 14:12.  Lent is false leaven, part of a works systems, trying to make one "right" before God by their penance, self-denial, etc . . . to make a person "ready" for Easter . . .
People originally did not observe Lent for more than a week.  Indeed, many kept it for one or two days.  Still, others kept it for 40 consecutive hours, believing that 40 hours had elapsed between the Lord Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection.

Eventually, it became a 40-day period of fasting or abstaining from certain foods. "The emphasis was not so much on the fasting as on the spiritual renewal that the preparation for Easter demanded. It was simply a period marked by fasting, but not necessarily one in which the faithful fasted every day. However, as time went on, more and more emphasis was laid upon fasting…During the early centuries (from the fifth century on especially) the observance of the fast was very strict. Only one meal a day, toward evening was allowed: flesh meat and fish, and in most places even eggs and dairy products, were absolutely forbidden. Meat was not even allowed on Sundays” (Catholic Encyclopedia).

From the ninth century onward, Lent’s strict rules were relaxed. Greater emphasis was given to performing “penitential works” than to fasting and abstinence. According to the apostolic constitution Poenitemini of Pope Paul IV (Feb. 17, 1966), “abstinence is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and on all Fridays of the year that do not fall on holy days of obligation, and fasting as well as abstinence is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday” (Catholic Encyclopedia).
Today, Lent is used for “fasting from sin and from vice, forsaking sin and sinful ways.” It is a season “for penance, which means sorrow for sin and conversion to God.” This tradition teaches that fasting and employing self-discipline during Lent will give a worshiper the “control over himself that he needs to purify his heart and renew his life.”

However, the Bible clearly shows that self-control—temperance—comes from having God’s Holy Spirit working in the life of a converted mind, Galatians 5:16, 17, 22.   Fasting, of and by itself, cannot produce godly self-control.  In fact, the Apostle Paul warned against using self-denial as a tool to rely on your own will, and he called this “will worship," Colossians 2:20-23. 
God did not design fasting as a tool for penance, “beating yourself up” or developing your own will power, Isaiah 58:5-7, nor to do that then only on a certain day.  God says through the Prophet Isaiah, "is it such a fast that I have chosen?"  Is this the only day for a man to afflict his soul?  A day set aside only to appoint as a certain day, and keep that, by abstaining from bodily food, and so for a short time afflict himself, or only after this manner to afflict himself, and not humble himself for his sins, and abstain from them, and do the duties of justice and charity incumbent on him only on that day alone?  Many follow these "fastings" as outward tokens, so as to "appear to men to fast," Matthew 6:16-18; 1 Kings 21:27; Ester 4:3.  The fast that God has Chosen consists in reforming our lives and undoing what we have done amiss to others, "To loose the bands of wickedness, . . . " the bands which we have wickedly tied, and by which others are bound out from their right or bound down under severe usage by us. Those which perhaps were at first we thought to be Bands of Justice, tying men to pay a due debt, become, when the debt is exacted with rigor from those whom Providence has reduced and emptied for Himself, then become unto us bands of wickedness, and they must be loosed, or they will bring us into bonds of guilt much more terrible before the Almighty God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Judge. It is to undo the heavy burden laid on the back of the poor servant, under which he is ready to sink. It is to let the oppressed go free from the oppression which makes his life bitter to him.  Therefore, let the prisoner for debt that has nothing to pay be discharged, let the vexatious action be quashed, let the servant that is forcibly detained beyond the time of his servitude be released, and thus break every yoke.  Not only let go those that are wrongfully kept under the yoke, but break the yoke of slavery itself over those whom we have power in our daily lives, that it may not serve again another time nor any by made again to serve under it.  That we be charitable to those that stand in need of charity, as we do before the Almighty God, the Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

A fast is to afflict a man's soul.  If it does not express true sorrow for a man's sin, and does not promote the putting away of his sin, it is not a fast God has chosen. These professors had shown sorrow on stated or occasioned fasts, such as "lent".  However, otherwise, they indulged their self-pride, covetousness, and malignant passions. To be liberal and merciful is more acceptable to God than mere fasting, which, without them, is vain and hypocritical.  Many who seem humble in God's house, are hard at home and harass their families, keeping them in bondage.  No man's faith justifies before God, which does not work by God's love shed forth in their heart by the Holy Ghost, Romans 5:1-6.  Yet persons, families, neighborhoods, Churches, or nations, show repentance and sorrow for sin, by keeping a fast sincerely, and, from right motives, repenting by faith returning to the Lord, and doing good works. The heavy yoke of sin and oppression must be removed. As sin and sorrow dry the bones and weaken the strongest human constitution, so the duties of kindness and charity strengthen and refresh both body and mind of a man. Those who do justly and love mercy, shall have the comfort of God with a clear conscience before Him, even in this world.  Good works COME after being Born Again and do not Save a man, but with them will bring the blessing of God, provided they are done from love to God and man, and wrought in the soul by the Holy Spirit.

God’s people humble themselves before God by fasting in order to draw closer to Him—so that they can learn to think and act like Him by following the example of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His Apostles.

Jeremiah 9:23-24
23 Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:

24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.
Titus 3:1-7
1 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work,

2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men.

3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.
4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
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-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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