I'm writing this brief piece, because a friend of mine brought me to someone I witnessed to, who claimed to be a Christian.  As I unfolded to this person what the Holy Bible states plainly, but what the world denies, this person I witnessed to told my friend that she wasn't at all impressed with me, but hated what I said, and that she believed I was "puffed up".  My goal, in her opinion, was to prove my superior knowledge, not to speak the Truth to her, because according to her she knew the Truth and had judged me.  We are called to Discernment, to judge by using a holy measure.  However, this was a rash judgment, as she knew nothing of me.

Galatians 4:16
16 Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?

There are two opinions concerning this matter.  One, I was "puffed up," was prideful, seeking to edify myself without Brotherly love.  Or, two, she not wanting to hear the Truth of the Gospel message, instead turns against me.  Both cannot be right at the same time. At times, within the Church, those speaking the Truth of God will be attacked by the tares, those believing to be part of the Kingdom of Heaven, God's Church on the earth.  The tares have made their homes there in the Church, and believe they are Christians.  Whether or not this is so is to be left to the Angels.  However, we should use Discernment, judge, according to the fruits of the Spirit.  To try or test the spirits to see if the person truly is of God.  Not by works alone, but also by their words.  Not by their words alone, but by their works, their actions as well.  I cannot decide where she stands, as I only had met her for about 45 minutes.  By her actions, and since then words passed to me through our joint friend stung my heart.  Having her say that I was “puffed up,” moved me to write this note.

1 Thessalonians 2:1-2

1 For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain:

2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.

Note:  The Apostle Paul had no worldly design in his Preaching. Suffering in a good cause sharpens Holy resolution. The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was at first met with much opposition.  It was Preached with contention, that is against what was the Truth of the Gospel, and Preached against much opposition. The matter of the Apostle Paul's exhortation was true and pure, the manner of his speaking was without guile. The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is designed for mortifying corrupt affections, and that men may be brought under the power of faith. This is the great motive to sincerity, to consider that God not only sees all we do, but knows our thoughts afar off, and searches the heart. It is from this God who trieth our hearts, from Whom we will receive our reward. The evidences of the Apostle Paul's sincerity were, that he avoided flattery and covetousness. He avoided ambition and vain-glory.

Having established these great principles, the Apostle Paul, with an open and overflowing heart, appeals to his whole walk among them as a proof of his having walked in the same spirit as in their own case. It was not that he exhorted others, while availing himself of their affection, for his own advantage. It was not that he encouraged them to endure afflictions, without having courage himself to undergo the same afflictions. Ill-treated and insulted at Philippi, he was bold in God to renew his attacks on the kingdom of darkness, of those in satan at Thessalonica, and that with great energy. The Apostle Paul had not used flattering words to win them.  The Apostle Paul had set the Truth of the Gospel before them, as being himself the slave of God. Indeed, the Apostle Paul had worked with his own hands, that he might not be burdensome to them. All was before God in the light and by the energy of the Holy Ghost, and in a spirit of devotedness, and love.  Even as he desired that they should walk as they knew he had walked among them, as Holy, justly, and without blame.  As the Apostle Paul had exhorted them, with all affection and tenderness, to walk worthy of God, who had Called them unto His Own Kingdom and Glory.


  
1 Corinthians 8:1
1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.

2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.

3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him.
Note:  There is no proof of ignorance more common than conceit of knowledge. Much may be known, when nothing is known to good purpose. Much can be known about nothing.  There is lots of knowledge without wisdom or understanding.  Those who think they know any thing, and grow vain thereon, are the least likely to make good use of their knowledge. Satan hurts some as much by tempting them to be proud of their own mental powers, as satan does to others, by alluring to sexually.  Knowledge which puffs up the possessor, and renders him confident even over confident in his abilities, is as dangerous as self-righteous pride, though what he knows may be right. The first step to knowledge is to know our own ignorance. We must therefore understand that fearing God by the words we use speaking of and for Him is the first step to True knowledge.  Proverbs 1:7  We must realize the knowledge we gain of God and His Word is by the Will of God, and not of ourselves.  1 Corinthians 1:21  The Holy Spirit Himself being our teacher.  John 14:26  Without love there is only the appearance of knowledge.  We are to be holy and without blame before Him in love.  Ephesians 1:3-6  Even if I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am nothing.  1 Corinthians 13:1-13  All things are to be done with charity (love).  1 Corinthians 16:14
We are called above all things to put on charity (love).  Colossians 3:14 which is the (bond, i.e.:  that which binds together; a band) of (perfectness, i.e.:  completeness, perfection).  The end of the Commandment to love one another as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has loved us, is that we abstain from foolish jangling (foolish talk) 1 Timothy 1:4-7.

"Knowledge puffeth up, . . ." that is, knowledge can give occasion of vanity and pride, because knowledge by itself is void of charity (love).  " . . . , but charity (love) edifieth, i.e.:  Through love with our knowledge we are to instruct our neighbor.  

James 3:13
13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.

Note:  meekness in the Greek means:  mildness, gentleness.  Expresses great power with reserve and gentleness.  Gentle strength.

"Knowledge puffeth up, . . ." not True knowledge.  Not knowledge of the Truth of Holy Scripture, which comes from above, from God, which is gentle and easy to be entreated.  Not sanctified knowledge, nor that which has the Grace of God guiding a man for that makes men humble, and will not suffer them to be puffed up one against another.  What is being spoken of here is a mere show of knowledge, knowledge in conceit, mere notional and speculative knowledge, that which is destitute of charity or love.

" . . . but charity edifieth."  That is, a man that has knowledge, joined with love to God, and his fellow Christians, will seek for that which makes for the edification of others to God's Truth.  Without this love for God, and his Brethren, all his knowledge will be of no avail, and he himself be nothing.  Love, is the source of True knowledge.  Love is the means of obtaining the True knowledge, the highest knowledge, the knowledge of Divine things taught by God, through His Holy Spirit, to the one who loves God and His Word.

"And if any man think that he knows anything, . . . "  Whoever has a high opinion of himself, or if a man is conceited with his own knowledge, and fancies that he knows more than he does, which is always the case of those that are elated with their knowledge, and treat others with contempt, and have no regard to their peace and edification,  " . . . he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know".  If he did, he would know this, that he ought to consider the peace, comfort, and the edification of his brother.   Be gentle with them while teaching them God's Truth.  2 Timothy 2:24-26 Therefore, whatever knowledge he may fancy he has attained to, or whatever he may be capable of, and hereafter obtain, for the present he must put down that superior knowledge and speak plainly all the while speaking simple Truth for a man that knows nothing, that is not to "beat him up" with the knowledge he has, turning the person from God.  The reason being, if he uses this knowledge in this way, "to beat a person up" with the Truth of God, he knows neither his duty to God nor man.  If he knew the former, he would know the latter.  "And if any man think that he knows anything, . . . " The word knows here implies personal experience, not merely knowledge of a fact.  " . . . he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know".  That is he does not know from experience and in the way he out to know, that is by love to edify.

"But if any man love God, . . ."  As a man does and shows it, who love the brethren, and are careful not to grieve them; and make use of their superior knowledge, not for the hearers destruction, but instead for their edification.  " . . . the same is known of him".  That is taught by Him, that is taught by God through His Holy Spirit, made to know more by God.  Such a man increases in spiritual knowledge, and he is highly approved, esteemed, and beloved by God.  God takes a special and particular notice of him, manifests His love to him, and will own and acknowledge him another day, when proud, haughty, overbearing, and hard hearted professors in this world, who hate the Truth he bears, and thus hates him for it, will be rejected by God in that day of Judgment.



Exodus 31:1-5

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah:

3 And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship,

4 To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass,

5 And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship.

Note:  When God Calls a man, it is not, "Hey you!  You over there, come do the work of God."  The Lord God, the Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Calls for a specific purpose, and Calls by name that individual for a specific purpose.  In thus Calling, the Lord God, the Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth fills them with the Holy Spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, in all manner of the workmanship to devise cunning works.  (Cunning:  Dexterous or crafty in the use of special resources (as skill or knowledge) or in attaining an end <a cunning plotter>,  displaying keen insight.  The Lord God, who brings a flood on the earth, is the Lord of Hosts, who is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.


Genesis 6:17 
17And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.

Leviticus 26:28 
28Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins.

Deuteronomy 32:39 
39See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.

Note, see:  www.alemattec.com/I AM HE.doc

Isaiah 43:11 
11 I, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no saviour.

Isaiah 43:25 
25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.

Isaiah 48:15 
15 I, even I, have spoken; yea, I have called him: I have brought him, and he shall make his way prosperous.

Isaiah 51:12 
12 I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass;

Jeremiah 23:39 
39Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of my presence:

Ezekiel 5:8 
8Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and will execute judgments in the midst of thee in the sight of the nations.

Ezekiel 6:3 
3And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord God; Thus saith the Lord God to the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys; Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I will destroy your high places.

Ezekiel 34:11 
11For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out.

Ezekiel 34:12 
12As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.

Luke 15:6 
6And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.


John 10:1-5; 14

1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

 
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.



John 10:26 
26But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.

30 I and my Father are one.



Ezekiel 34:20 
20 Therefore thus saith the Lord God unto them; Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat cattle and between the lean cattle.

Hosea 5:14 
14For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him.


Proverbs 2:6
6 For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

Proverbs 8:12
12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions.

Proverbs 14:6 
6A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth.


Ecclesiastes 1:17-18

17 And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit.

18 For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.


Ecclesiastes 2:26 
26For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.


Ecclesiastes 7:12 
12For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it.

Isaiah 11:1-5

1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

2 And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord;

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.


Daniel 1:1-8

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.

3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes;

4 Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.

5 And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king.

6 Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:

7 Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego.

8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.


Romans 11:33 
33O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!


Ephesians 1:10-23

10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,

16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;

17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.


Colossians 1:1-29

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother,

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,

5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;

6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;

8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.

9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;

20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled

22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:

23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:

25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:

27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.



Exodus 35:30-35

30 And Moses said unto the children of Israel, See, the Lord hath called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah;

31 And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship;

32 And to devise curious works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass,

33 And in the cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to make any manner of cunning work.

34 And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.

35 Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart, to work all manner of work, of the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of the embroiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even of them that do any work, and of those that devise cunning work.


Note:  Yes, the Lord God, the Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Calls His sheep by name.  The Israelites, who had been masons and bricklayers in Egypt, were not qualified for other needed workmanship.  However, the Holy Spirit who gave the Apostles utterance in divers tongues, and the supernatural ability to do signs and wonders among the people miraculously gave Bezaleel and Aholiab the skill that was wanting. The honor which comes from God, is always attended with the work God has Called a man to do.  To be employed for God is high honor. Those whom God Calls to any service, God will find or make fit for that work. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth gives different gifts to different persons.  Ephesians 4:4-16 Let each mind his proper work, diligently remembering that whatever wisdom any one possesses, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth put it in the heart to do in love, and thus to do and keep His Commandments.  Exodus 20:6, Leviticus 22:31, Deuteronomy 5:10, Proverbs 4:4, Proverbs 7:2, John 14:15, John 15:10.


2 Thessalonians 2:13-14

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.



Colossians 2:1-9

1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;

2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;

3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.

5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.

6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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